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PREFACE. 



In the courBe of the fifteenth century, England experienced, 
in a lamentable degree, the sad effects of internal discord, and 
the miseries caused by the conflicts of adverse factions, 

Tt is scarcely possible, for historians to point out, in the 
annals of any country in Europe, in the feudal ages, deeds 
of violence and bloodshed, of a more appalling nature, than 
those which the chroniclers have recorded, as having occurred 
in England, during the period which intervened between the 
years 1400 and 1500 — a period memorable for the sanguinary 
wars of York and Tiancaster. During the continuance of 
those disastrous conflicts, thoiisanc^of brave men perished in 
arms, the axe of the executioner was seldom idle, great 
numbers of the nobility and gentry lost their lives in the 
field or upon the scaffold, property was usurped in conse- 
quence of wholesale confiscations, numberless innocent lives 
were sacrificed, and many happy homes were outraged. 

This misery was the result of contests for a crown, which 
perhaps neither of the claimants merited, nor does it appear, 
that it was of great importance to the nation, which qf the rival 
competitors wore it. 

Of those destructive wars, the battle of Shrewsbury in the 
reign of Henry IV., in 1403, may be considered in some 
degree as the first; because it was the earliest attempt by 
an appeal to arms, to remove from the throne a monarch of 
the House of Lancaster ; ' and the last was the battl9 of 

' It hu been comidered odTiuble to commence thij work with an icoount of the battle 
of Sbrewabuij, which wu ■ prelude to, uid had *o oloae a relation to, the wan of YoA 
■nd Loncaiter, that it maj, without much improprietj, be oonaidered aa one of them. 
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Stoke, fought in 1487, in the reign of Henry VII. ; that of 
Bosworth, in which, by the death of Richard III., the Plan- 
tagenet dynasty terminated, being often erroneously called the 
last; but, although the latter certainly placed the House of 
Tudor upon the throne, the crown was secured to it by the 
battle of Stote, when the partisans of the House of York, 
under John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln, made their ftnal 
but unsuccessful appeal to arms, in hopes of regaining the 
ascendency, which that party had formerly enjoyed. 

These sanguinary conflicts are usually called the Wars of 
the Roses, ^m the circumstance, that the supporters of the 
House of York assumed the badge or device of the White 
Rose, and those of Lancaster the Red Rose. 

It has been remarked with great truth, by Sir John Fenn, the 
antiquary,^ in adverting to that disastrous period, "That our 
own kingdom has fewer authentic records of the transactions, 
during the reigns of Henry VI., Edward IV., and Richard III., 
than of any other later period of our history, is a truth known 
to and lamented by every man of historical knowledge." 

He ascribes the deficiency of information, amongst other 
causes, to the invention of printing ; which at first sight appears 
to be a paradox, because such an invention seems to be calcu- 
lated to favour universal knowledge : — " At the beginning of 
the art of printing, those who practised it, were solicitous to 
perpetuate things already committed to writing, rdative to past 
times and past occurrences, not regarding recent transactions 
as of equal consequence. This art hkewise probably prevented 
the writers of manuscripts from multiplying their copies ; they 
foreseeing that the new invention would in time, supply a suf- 
ficient number, at a much less price, by which means, the value 
of their manual labour would be greatly diminished." ^ 

' Fenn'* CoUtction* tf Origiaal Lttlert i^ Iht Beigiu nf Renty VI., Edteard IK, and 
Skhard m., Pn&ce, p. tU. > Ibid., Fraftoe, p. Tiii. 
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Notwithstanding, however, the scanty nature of the historical 
accounts handed down to us, some infortuati<Hi of value has 
reached us ; and the fields of battle, and the positions of the 
hostile armies, may in sever^ instances, be clearly identified, 
after a perusal of the statements of the old chroniclers, and a 
comparison of their descriptions with the present aspect of 
the localities where the battles were fought. 

Having felt a considerable degree of interest in the occur- 
rences of those stirring and extraordinary times, I have re- 
peatedly visited the scenes of action; and, by carefully com- 
paring the statements of the old writers, the actual appearance 
of the fields, and the traditions of the neighbourhood, I have 
obtained strong confirmation, in several instances, of the accu- 
racy of the accounts which have been handed down to us ; and 
have derived great pleasure from visiting and exploring the 
various localities, and obtaining information from persons in 
the vicinity. 

'ITie results of my visits were committed to writing, in a 
series of papers,^ of which copies, or the principal parts, will 
be found in the following pages. Some historical matters 
will also be introdnccd, in such instances as tend to elucidate 
any important event, which immediately preceded or had a 
direct relation to any of the battles. 

It is much to be regretted, that in the majority of historical 
works, describing the events of this country in the fifteenth 
century, whenever the exploits of any noblemen or warriors, 

■ Uo«t of the papen relating to tha fieldt of battle hsTe beeo trMiamitted to, «nd mmI, 
from time to time, bcTore meetings of the Societj of Antiqiuriea of London. In conae- 
quenoe of further informatioii, obtained in mj (ubeequent vieiti to tbe recpeetiTe eoenea of 
action, and deriTed from other louroea, »dditiani in lome inttanoM, and alttmtioni in 
otben, have however been made in gereral of the papen. For eiample : mj neita to 
Towton Field amount ^logelher to nine ; and >inoe the paper npon it waa read before Hie 
meetings of the Sociot;, considenble additional infannation has been acquired respecting 
if, which has nnturall; ntu>«d nome alleratinn^ to be made. 
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or the talents or skill of any men of eminence, are mentioned, 
the authors, from some canse or other, very rarely give any 
information of much value relative to the individuals whose 
action^ they are describing ; but as few readers can reflect 
upon the surprising events of that period without feeling a 
considerable degree of interest in the warlike and distinguished 
personages, who were the principal actors in those stirring 
and eventful times, there will be found in the notes to this 
work, some explanatory and biographical particulars ' of the 
princes, nobles, and eminent persons, whose actions and conduct 
are noticed in it. 

In the following publication will also be found some other 
papers and tracts, principally of an archseolc^cal nature, written 
at various times, as the subjects came under my notice; and 
as they may possibly interest, in some degree, the class of 
readers who take pleasure in pursuits of that description, I 
have been induced to add them to the present collection. 

In committing this work to the press, it will be a source 
of gratiflcation to the Author, if his bumble exertions shall 
be, in some degree, instrumental in elucidating any events 
hitherto imperfectly known, in solving any difficulties which 
may have suggested themselves, or in confirming the state- 
ments of the old historical writers of this country. 

RICHARD BROOKE. 

12a Jfomi, 1S(7. 



< Balph Brooke (Tork Henld), WiUUm Dugdale (Norro; King at Annt), Fnndi 
SaDdford (Loneaator Herald at Anna), uid, in aoma uutancea, John Ijeland Um Antiquaiy, 
an the principal authoritiea relied upon reepeoting the peraonagea, familiea, and other 
genealogical maltcra mentioiied in thie work. 
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CHAPTER I. 



THB 

FIELD OF THE BATTLE 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 

Page 24, note 1. Insteifl of " Ricbard the oldest ion, Earl of Salis. 
bu»7, and afterwarde Earl of Warwick," read, " Richard 
the eldest bod. Earl of Warwick, and after his fatheT*8 
death, also Earl of Salisbury." 
„ 829, Index. Aft«r "Bourchier, William, Earl of Ewe," instead 
of "118 (note), 209 (note)," insert, "40 (note 1), 118 
(note 4), 209 (note 8)." 
„ 339, ludex. After "Shrewsbury, John Talbot, first Earl of, 
ahtin at CastUlon, 46 (note)," add " 108 (note 6)." 



forces commandea oy tieary rercy, usuany uuicu i±u<^pui, 
the son of Henry Percy, the first Earl of Northumberland' 



> The paper upon the Field of the B&ttle of ShMtnibniy wh read before ■ meMng of 
theSociet7of Antiqiurieaoflxmdon, on tbeSBthof Uonih, 1862, ud the thank* of the 
meeting were TOted for it to ihe author. 

* I Tinted the field of b«ttle io September and Ootober 18C1, August 1868, June 
1868, June 1864, Haj 1B66, and Ma; 1866. 

* Heorj Percj, Eari of NarthumberUod, loii of Heni7 Lord Pen^ and Haiy hi* wih, 
natm of Henry Duke of I«noaater, wa« oreated the Ant Sari of Iforthnmbwland of that 
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Z BATTLE OF CHAP. I. 

of that aurname, and by the earl's brother, Thomas Percy, Earl 
of Worcester.' 

The field of battle has also occasiooaUy been called the Battle 
of Berwick Field, of Bull Field, aud of Hussee Field : the two 
former appellations being taken firom the names of neighbouring 
places, at or near which, Percy's army is said to have been, 
prior to the battle ; and the latter from an ancient family 
owning the lands where the battle took place,' and it is now 
called Battlefield. 

It lies about three miles and a quarter, in a north-westwardly 
direction, £rom Shrewsbury, conti^ous to the turnpike road, 
of which one fork or continuation leads in one direction by 
Frees and Whitchurch, towards Cheshire, and another towards 



>D of King Biclurd 11. in 1S77. He uid Heni; Pere; hi« koi, 
oaUed Hobpor, gained the b«ttle of EtUidoim Hill, igunit the Sootcb, in 1103. After 
the battle of 8hre«*burj, b«ng luppowd to be diiull^cted, he ma oominitted to the 
Tower of London g but having been liberated from theooe, he, with Lord Bardolph, omm 
Dot of Scotland in the ninth jear of Hemy TV. with conaiderable foroet egunat 'H.aaj ; 
and at Bramhani Moor was enoonntered bj Thomaa Bobeb;, iberiff of Yorkehira, 
where ibe earl waa taken prieouer, and Lord Bardolph dangeronilj wonndad ; and 
they were bronght to York, where thej* were both beheaded in 140S. He married two 
wifee : the fint wu Margaret, daughter of Balph Lord Nerille of Babj, by whom be had 
iMoe Henry Percy (called Hotepur) alain at the battle of Shrewabnry ; Thoniaa Peroy, the 
•econdaoD) Bolph Percf, the third ion; and Alan Percy, the fourth aon, who died young. 
The eari"* teoond wife was Maud, dsnghter of Thomaa I^ord Lucy, by whom he had not 
any iame. Henry Percy (Hotapnr) left iaau^ by hia wife Elizabeth, oldest daughter of 
Sdmnnd Mortimer, Earl of March, a ton Henry, aiterwardt laoond Eari of ]Torthnm> 
beriand, who in the Uiird year of Henry V. waa rertored to hia honoura ) a atanncfa lup- 
porter of the Lancastrian par^, and waa slain at the first battle of St. Albans, on the 
22nd of May, 146G;* and a daoghter, Eliiabeth, married to John Lord CMbrd, and, 
after his death, to Balph Nerille, second Earl of Westmoreland of that surname. 

' Sir TSiosuB Percj, Knight, a younger brother of Henry Percy, first Earl of North- 
omberland, waa created Esrl of Worcester and Lord High Admiral of England in 1397, 
and takes) prieooer at the battle of Shrewsbuiy, and behesded in that town in 1403. 

* Owen and BUkeway*! Sutory qf Sftrewiwy, vol. i. p. 186; Carte's Sittory tff 
Sagltuti, voL ii p. 669. The battle ia stated, iu Qough'i edition of Camden's Sriiamma, 
vol. iL p. 41S, to hm " btgan in OldBeld or Bulfield, a little north of the north gate, 
and raged >» far as what is now called Battlefield." In Stow's Amalt the place ia 
" called Oldfield, aUtu Bulfield, not forre from a place colled Barwilce." 

■ The22ndDfMay, Bcoording toDugdale,ToLi.p.l66aiid342,andSandf6rd,p.821i 
but the 28rd of May, spmrding to Hall, Holinshed, and Cbafton. 
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CHAF. I. SHEEWBBURY. 8 

Market Draytoo. From that road there is also another road 
• which turns off to the eastward, towards Staffordshire. Those 
circumstances may be material, with reference to endeavouring 
to ascertain the line of march of the insurgent forces when 
tiiey advanced towards Shrewsbury. 

In 1403, a confederacy was entered into between the Earl 
of Northumberland, the Earl of Worcester, Henry Percy (called 
Hotspur), Owen Glendowr, and others, for an insurrection' 
against Henry IV. In order to prevent its being inter- 
fered with by incursions from the Scotch, and probably also 
in order to have a valiant and useful confederate^ Archibald 
Earl Donglas, who had been taken prisoner at the battle of 
Hallidown Hill in 1402, was liberated by Percy on condition 
of his engaging to join in the enterprise, and was allowed to go 
home, from whence he returned with a select party of his own 
men. The Earl of Northumberland was unwell, and remained 
at Berwick ; but his son Henry Percy conmienced his march 
towards Cheshire, where he expected to be reinforced by the 
gentlemen of that county, who had always been attached to the 
memory of Richard II., and he was not disappointed in that 
respect. Percy, with Earl Douglas and a great annj, departed 
out of the northern parts, leaving his (Percy's) father sick, and 
came to Stafford, where his uncle the Earl of Worcester and he 
met,^ and increased their forces by all the means they could 
devise ; from thence they proceeded towards Wales, expecting 
there additional ud and reinforcements.^ 

Not any of the old annalists or chroniclers give us informa- 
tion as to the exact line of march, which Percy and his forces 
pursued from the north into Shropshire. Trom the circum- 
stance of the confederates being stated to have issued a pro- 



> Tbt Boconnta an but nKagre and inoomplete mpeotiug the praciiB oligoct of tlw 
aunmotim j bnt it ii luiully trasted bj biatoiical writan at haling bent Mt on loot 
with a Tiaw to datbrone Henr; IT., and to place Edmund Uortuntr, Barl of Hardi, a 
dcMoubat of laonel Dnke of Clafenoa, lonof Bdward IIL, upon Uw thnuwofKnglaDd. 

* Hall, Holnuhed, GnftoD. 
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4 BATTLK OF CHAP. I. 

clamation, in which they asserted that Richard II. was alive at 
Chester,' and invited his partisans to meet in arms in that city ■}» 
and from the reinforcements which the confederates obtained 
firom Cheshire, it might perhaps be inferred that they entered 
Staffordshire from Cheshire, by the Whitchurch and Frees road; 
but on the other hand, if Percy marched, as we are told he did, 
with bis army to Stafford, and was there joined by the Earl of 
Worcester^ and his forces, it is tolerably clear that the insurgent 
army must have entered Shropshire on its eastward side, in 
marching towards Shrewsbury ; and it has been suggested, with 
much appearance of probability, that they entered the county 
through Newport, by High Ercall and Haghmond Hill.' In 
either case, it is certain that they advanced to Shrewsbury, and 
arrived there some time on the 19th of July, but too late to get 
possession of the town ; and in marching from the north (as the 
river encompasses the tovm nearly on three sides), it is tolerably 
certfun, that they advanced in order to attack it at the north or 
Castle Gate. Henry TV. had assembled an army against the 
Welsh, and was with it at Burton-upon-Trent, when he heard 
of the confederates' hostile movements; and by the Earl of 
Dunbar's advice, immediately marched towards Shrewsbury. 
He was at Burton-upon-Trent on the 16th of July,* and on the 
17th at Lichfield,' from whence he would probably take the 
Watling Street Road, and after arriving at Shrewsbury, he 
would naturally enter it over the Abbey Bridge.' He suc- 
ceeded in getting possession of the town a few hours before 
Percy's arrival, who is said to have reached the Castle Foregate 
on the evening of July 19th. This judicious course was of the 



> HdiiwIucI, Walimgham. 
' Ban, EoliDihed, Graflon. 

* Owon uid BUkewv*' flwtofy of fikvawiwy, toL L p. 1S6. 

* A praelaaution of Heniy, iuned at Bnrton.npon-Trent on the I6th of Jnlf, on the 
(MMMonoftberebeUioDofPen^ihMbeeDpnaaTed. — SeeR;iiMr'tJW<ra,ToLTiii.fo.818. 

* A proolanTtion or Topl nundats waa iaiiud at Iiiohflsld b; Henry, on tba 17th of 
July.— See Bthwt'b IMtra, tol. Tiii. fol. 814. 

* Oweo end Blakmnj'g Hiitorg of Sirmnahtry, toI. i. p. ISS. 
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CHAP. I. SHOEWSBCRT. 5 

utmost importance to the success of Henry's cause, as by it 
he secured the passage of the Severn, and prevented Owen 
Gleudowr, who had advanced with his forces to Oswestry, from 
crossing the river and effecting a junction with Percy. Henry 
had scarcely entered Shrewsbuiy, when he was apprized by his 
scouts that the confederate forces, with banners displayed, were 
advancing towards him, and were so courageous and bold, that 
their light cavalry had begun to skirmish with his troops ; upon 
which he marched out, and encamped without the east gate of 
the town,^ and offered battle to his enemies. 

Percy, who had prepared to have assaulted the town, being 
baffled in his design by the King's movements, and probably 
reluctant that the engagement should take place in the absence 
of the Welsh forces, and whilst his enemies had superior 
numbers, retired from before Shrewsbury as soon as he saw the 
royal standard flying there.^ As Henry had much to hazard 
and nothing to gain by delay, it was clearly his interest to fight ; 
yet, being aware of the risk and chances of a battle, he appears 
to have been desirous to avoid it, by negotiations for peace. 
The Abbot of Shrewsbury went more than once to the insur- 
gents, in the hope of effecting a pacific accommodation between 
the hostile parties. The habits and usages of that age jus- 
tified the mediation of a dignitary of the Romish Church of so 
elevated a degree as the Abbot of Shrewsbury ; besides which, 
he had the King's sanction for interfering as a mediator. But in 
a few years hence, it will scarcely be credited, although it is 
now a notorious fact, that three elderly persons from England, 
unauthorised by the British Government, and belonging to a 



■ H«U,anAoii. 

■ Stow'i Jimalt, Speed's Sitlon/. It is itsted in Owen and Blnkewa;'! But«rg of 
SirMoibiHy, although their authority for it doee not seem altogether latisfactor;, that 
f ercj retirad to a plaoe called Bull Field, a ihort diitanoe from Shrembur;, an exttmiive 
oomiiioD, whioh itrelched from Upper Berwiok to the eaat, and to have encamped there 
during the night of the )9th, and to haie marched the next daj bj Harleecot and 
Abrigbt Huueo, to Eatelcr Field, where be made a itand at the apot now oalled Battle- 
Add.— See Ovaa and Blakewaye MMory ef S^tniuty, toI. i. p, 186, 1S7. 
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D BATTLE Of CHAP. I. 

respectable body of men, of which the members are not usually 
wanting in shrewdneas and intelligence, were actually ao absurd 
as to go out to St. Petersburg, in the depth of winter (and 
let it not be forgotten, that it was a Russian winter into the 
bai^;ain), in January 1854, to try to talk over the Emperor 
Nicholas, and to coax him &om going to war with the Turks 
and their alUes. It is pretty certain, that posterity will either 
not credit the fact of so ridiculous an attempt having been made, 
by those three persons, or will beheve, that whether they were 
deficient in common sense or not, at least they must have pos- 
sessed a considerable degree of self-estimation or presumption. 

The negotiations and pacific exertions of the Abbot of 
Shrewsbury, however, not terminating in a satisfactory result, 
both parties prepared for a mortal conflict. Some small rein- 
forcements of Welsh forces, but probably not in considerable 
numbers, contrived to effect a junction with the confederates ; 
and although now, when we are all happily united as one nation, 
it may seem unnatural and strange to us, the presence of 
Scotchmen and Welshmen fighting on Percy's side would in 
that age necessarily kindle amongst the forces of Henry, feelings 
of national antipathy, in addition to other feehngs of hostiUty 
towards the opposite army. 

It is not an easy matter to understand, why it happened, that 
the hostile armies came in collision, at such a spot as Battlefield. 
The field did not ofier any natural advantage of position of 
moment, to Percy's army ; whilst, if he had retired a few miles 
further on the same line of road, be would have come to some 
much stronger positions. But, as Battlefield is on the road, 
through Hodnet and Market Drayton, towards the North, it 
seema most probable, that, when he was disappointed in hia 
attempt npon Shrewsbury, he at first prepared to retreat back 
to Northumberland, but found that after getting so near to 
Henry, it was no longer practicable to effect a retreat with safety 
in the face of a superior force. It waa too late, and no other 
course remained for him, but to turn at bay and fight. 
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CHAP. I. SHREWSBURY. 7 

The battle was accordingly fought on the eve or vigil of St. 
Mary Mt^dalen, Saturday, the 2l3t of July, 1403 ; ^ and the place 
where it was fought has ever since been called Battlefield. 

The two armies seem not to have been quite equal in numbers. 
In consequence of Glendowr's forces not joining Percy, the 
army of Henry is said to have been more numerous than that 
of his enemies. 

The battle commenced with a fierce dischaige of arrows on 
each side. Both armies behaved with great valour ; and Percy, 
Douglas, and others, in the heat of the battle, hoping to efiect 
the destruction of the King, valiantly forced their way into 
the centre of his forces, but were baffled in their attempt by 
the King's having withdrawn from his original position. At one 
period, Henry's van was broken, his standard overthrown ; his 
son Henry Prince of Wales was wounded in the face by an 
arrow, but continued fighting; Sir Walter Blount and three 
other persons, armed in all respects like the King, were slain ; 
and the fortune of the day appeared to incline against the King. 
Percy, who bad charged furiously into the centre of Henry's 
ranks, seemed in a fair way of gaining the victory. Henry, 
however, who displayed the utmost valour, and is said to have 
alam some of his enemies vrith his own hand, and had been 
unhorsed at one period of the battle, brought up his reserve at 
an important moment, which appears to have turned the scale ; 
and Percy was killed, according to one account, by a spear, and 



■ HiD, Holuubed, WalnnghMn, Bpead, Stow, Onfton, Sudford, p. 265t DogtUlci') 
JfoMtMram, voL n. jwrt 8, p. 1426. 

It ii mokrkBble, that although in Dugdtde'i Saronagt, toL L p. 280, it ii lUted that 
Um battle mi foaght on the are of St. Hh? M»gdi>len (Slat of July, 140S ;) jf*, on p. 168 
lu itatM that it «M fought OD St. ICarr Magdalen'i da; (22iid of July). S«e bIm %jmx^E 
Faitra, tome TiiL fo. 820. 

It ia ttated in Owen and Blakewaj'B moory qf Bimnbmry, toL I p. 187, ISS, £» 
which Ottertrania ia dtod as thcdr anthoritr, that a portion of Perc^'B fonxa wae ported 
bdund a field of pm, which would natunllj form aome obetaole to the attack of the 
lOTal Hin; — "Oportohat tegi* euroitnm, li pognara rellet, aooedere nq)er aream aatam 
piiia adultia ; quaa piiat ila neiuemnt et tricaTeraut nt impedimento fonnt aooadentibv 
pratenai UqoH eonmdem." 



.dbyGoOgIC 



O BATTLE OF CHAT. I. 

accoFding to another, b; an arrow which pierced his brain. His 
death seems to have had a material effect in deciding the victory 
in Heniy's favour ; the insurgent forces, disheartened by that fatal 
event, gave way, and fled in great disorder.' -The battle lasted 
three hours. On Henry's side, besides 3000 wounded, Edmund 
Earl of Stafford,^ who commanded the van, and the following 
knights, Sir Hugh Shirley, Sir John Clifton, Sir John Cockaine, 
Sir Nicholas Gausel, Sir Walter Blount, Sir John Calverley, 
Sir John Massey of Fudington, Sir Hugh Mortimer, and Sir 
Bobert Gausel, all of whom had received the honour of knight- 
hood that morning, and about 1600 men, are said to have fallen 
in the field of battle. On Percy's side, the loss of those slain 
in fight or in pursuit is estimated at 5000 ; and amongst the 
slain were 200 knights and gentlemen of Cheshire, who had 
joined Percy. As for the Scotch, few or none escaped alive. 
Sir Richard VenabJes (Baron of Kinderton), and Sir Elichard 
Vernon (Baron of Shipbrook), both of Cheshire, and the Earl of 
Worcester, were taken prisoners, and beheaded two days after- 
wards (on Monday) at the High Cross at Shrewsbury ; and the 
head of Worcester was set up over London Bridge. Henry 
appears to have discouraged a very vindictive or eager pursuit 
after the fugitives ; and of those who escaped, many got back to 
Northumberland, and shut themselves up in castles there : not 
liking to trust the King's good faith.' Earl Douglas was taken, 
but was sometime afterwards hberated. 



' To MTs rapetition, it is irall l« mantioD, thtt thii ftCMimt of tbe iMttIs bu bent 
oollected from H«ll, Holinshed, WaWngham, Chvfton, Speed, 8tow, ud Monitrdet, c 7. 

> Bdmmid Btaitbrd, Earl of Stftfibrd, wu tbe tbiid iod at Hugh Bwl of 8t«abrd, and 
tiie mih FhiUpps, daughter of Thonuu Beauchamp, the elder Earl of Warwiek, and the 
hoT of hi* bfoOien Tbomae and Williain, and wae after their deatbi without iiMie, the 
fifth Bail of Stafibrd and Lord of Tunbridge. He minied Anne, daughter of Hiomas of 
Woodatoob, Duke of Oloooeater, liith ton of Edward IIL He wee the father of Hnm- 
phre; Stafford, first Dukeof Bookinghain, alain at the battle of NorUumpton fighting fbr 
tbe I^acattriaa party in 1469. The stnnge and monnifiil lalalit; which attended the 
priuoipa] mamben of this powerfid and celebrated fiunily, will be noticed in treatinf upon 
the latter battle, m Chap. UI. 

* Ldandi CbUaeiaMo, toL a p. 8S9 [313]. 
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In a close or meadow on the right or north side of the present 
lane, leading towards the church from the turnpike road, there 
is the appearance of a slight bank and trench running parallel 
with that lane, which possibly may have been part of an in- 
trenchment made in front of Percy's line. The close on the 
south side of the lane is called the King's Croft, and it is tradi- 
tionally said that a portion of Henry's army was posted there ; 
the probability is, that its name at that period, and before the 
present fences and enclosures were made, had a much wider 
application, and that King's Croft extended on both sides of the 
present lane. 

In gratitude for, and in commemoration of, this victory, Henry 
the Fourth erected on the spot. Battlefield Church ; and from 
the circumstance of the battle having been fought on St. Mary 
Magdalen's eve, he, in compliance with the prevalent opinions of 
the age, and probably also from his considering himself in some 
degree indebted to her for the victory, caused the church to be 
dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen. The church is of the Gothic 
style, part Decorated, aud part Perpendicular. It ia not of a 
lai^ size,' but is handsome ; and the edifice, with its battle- 
mented tower, forms an interesting object on the westward side 
of the turnpike road, from which it is distant two or three fields' 
breadth. We cannot doubt that there must have been some 
strong motive, for selecting for its erection the spot where the 
church stands, for it is at an inconvenient distance from the 
highway, in a peculiar and, at that time, a lonely place, where 
there was not even a village near it, or a carriage road running 
immediately past it. May we not conclude, that the motive 
was, either that it was the spot where the brunt of the battle 
took place; where the King escaped some imminent danger; 
or where Percy was slain ? 

The couutry, though not quite flat, has merely a gentle ascent 



1 In note 6 of Owen and Bhkewfa 3irtmtimy, toL L p. IM, it ii rtatod that the 
i^nnb it in length 126 feet, and in Imadth (with (he oemeteij) 65 feet 
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from Sbrewsbary to Battlefield, and also to the northward of the 
church, and along the turnpike road. Here, in a line almost 
east and west, Percy's army was drawn up very near the place 
where the church now stands, aud in what are now the fields to 
the northward of it ; aud the left wing of his army probably also 
extended across the spot where the present turnpike road runs.' 
The army of Henry IV., after advancing from Shrewsbury, took 
up its position opposite that of Percy. Percy's forces, being 
posted as before mentioned, had the advantage of ground, if 
there were any advantage in the very slight ascent, which has 
been alreatfy noticed. licland, in adverting to the position 
selected by Percy, says, that he " having got the advantage of 
the ground," &c} I could not ascertain, after making some 
inquiries in that neighbourhood, that any relics indicative of 
the battle had very recently been dug up. I however was 
informed, that fragments of armour, human bones, spurs, and 
similar rehcs, had formerly been discovered there; and Grose, 
the author of the Military Jntiquitiei, particularly mentions the 
discovery of a weapon there, which he considered to be a bill, 
and of which he has given an engraving, but which Meyrick, in 
his work on Ancient Armour (which is a work of high authority 
in such matters), states to be a gisarme;^ and one man 
informed me that in his time, human bones had been found 
there in ploughing. I am indebted to the pohteness of the 
incumbent of the church, the Rev. J. O. Hopkins, rector of 
Uffington, for the information, that in the field near the church, 
spurs, fragments of armour, of weapons, &c., have been dug up, 
but in small quantities ; and it seems remarkable, that the relics 
discovered there have been comparatively few ; although, as the 
battle was fought in the heat of summer, the slain must neces- 
sarily have been promptly interred, and the opportunity for 
carefully stripping them, and carrying off various articles from 



> LeL CoU. ToL i. p. S88. 

* Grow, Tol. ii p. SG6, pUto 2S, fig. 8. Usyriok't AmiMd Armonr, toL i. p. S9. 
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The Field of the Battle of Shrewsbury 
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CHAP. I. SHEEWBBUEY/ 11 

the field, must have beeo diminished.' Many of the shun were 
interred on the spot upon which the church was aA«rwards 
erected ;^ and the Rev. J. 0. Hopkins ioformed me, that some 
years ago, a drain was dug to carry off the wet from the Corbet 
vault, which is enclosed with iron railing, as shown in the 
engraving,' in the small close or field lying on the north side 
of the chancel ; and in digging deep, the workmen cut through 
large masses of human bones. There cannot be any doubt, 
fivm the description of the spot, that vast numbers of the slain 
were interred there, in a large trench or pit> 

It is exceedingly probable, that if a search were made by 
digging in other fields and meadows in the neighbourhood of 
Battlefield Church, it would be ascertained that numbers of the 
slmn were buried in them.' Many persons of note who perished 
in the battle, were interred at the Augustine Friars and Black 
Friars in Shrewsbury* 

The church is a handsome ecclesiastical edifice. The nave 
or body is now roofless and dilapidated ; and, from its moss- 
grown and impaired appearance, must have been a ruin for a 
long period. It is said that the nave of the church suffered 
during the rule of the Parliament or of Cromwell. Its exterior 
walls, the mullions, and most of the tracery work (which is 
undoubtedly handsome) of its windows, are, however, still exist- 
ing. The nave is entered by a door in the original pointed 

' Some uiiclea discovered there oame trnder the notice of the Ardueobgicftl Iiutitut« 
in Augiut 1366. 

■ nugdile's MomutieoK, toL ri. put 8, p. 1427. 

* Bet IhMtUpitee. 

' Similir U> the trendi or pit on the north tide of Suton Chnrcb, mentioned in mj 
paper read befbie the Sooietj of Antiqnuin in 1S4S, TeUtire to the field of the battle of 
TowtoD, which pit oontiined rtrj maaj of tiie bonea of mea ■kin at that wngninaiy 
battle. 8m Chap. TI. 

* In a note (6) to Oven and Blakewaj'a Hirtory o/ Skraethttry, toL L p. 194, referring 
to a HS., it is ttated that a pit waa made there for the alain, 160 feet long, 68 feet broad, 
and 60 feet daep, o*er whiob the chorch wai aflenrardj built ; but tboie dimouiona, and 
•apeciall; the depth, are eridentlj tst; gntHj exaggerated. In modern war&re, mnch 
■mallsr pita mffice for the dead. 

■ Leland'e Uuurary, toL it. p. 181 a. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



12 ■ BATTLB OF CHAP. I. 

arched doorway, on the north side ; and its floor has long been 
used as a graveyard, or place of interment.^ 

A corresponding doorway is on its south side, the door of 
which is now seldom used, except, on the occasion of funerals. 
There are on each side of the nave, three large handsome 
windows ; and there has been a fourth window, now built up on 
each side of the nave, between the doorway and the tower ; and, 
although seemingly made at the same period, some of them are 
of the Decorated and some of the Perpendicular style ; and the 
two windows which immediately adjoin the chancel on the north 
and south sides, differ in some respects from the others, as some 
of the windows have the dripstones terminating at the bottom 
with plain returns, whilst others have them terminating in repre- 



> Wlien I Tinted the ohnroh in Ha; 1866, 1 ww vei; eon; to bear that a inbaoriptio& 
had been entered into, for the purpoM of what was t«ntMd " rraovating " tbu onrions and 
mt«re«tmf edifice. Ai £ir aa napect* remoricg (be modern pillar*, and the plaittfed oml- 
ing from the chancel, and making the latter appear more in aocordance with it* anoient 
•tate, few penon* would object to that meMure; bat it ought to be borne in mind that 
the chanoel will acooDimodate, and much niore than aooonunodate, the whole number of 
church-goers of the Tery loantj population of Battlefield paruhj and that the ranoration 
or rebuilding of an; other part ii wholly unneoaHai?, with reiemnoe to the spiritaal 
requirementa of the parishionera. It would erinoe great want of taate and judgment to 
renoTate or reatore the ancient na*e and tower. The remains ani moat valuable to tbe 
bUtoriaii and arcluBologist. Ths interral wa* >o jbtj short, oomparatiTely speaking, 
between the ereotioD of the churab in tbe reign of Hmr; IV., and the aeiiure of the ' 
edifice and ita oontiguoni college and hoapitAl in the reign of Eenry Tin., that we cannot 
doubt that the ramaina are now an authentic and intereating aiample of church arohitecture 
of the raign of the fonaa monarch. Tbe pertie* who wish for or reoommend the renova- 
tion of the naTC, or tba leatoration of tbe whole of Battlefield Church, maj posaiblj And 
aome architect, who, like an old-dothea man, maj undertake to " reuOTate " the artide which 
be is aODUStomed to deal in, or, in other worda, to make it "a* good a* new"; bat when 
the alterations in thia ohurob are finisbed, they maj probabl; fumiah en example of a 
lamentable deitruction of a * erj ancient, curious, and historical relic of time* gone hj. 
A* a proof of the mischief which maj be done bj so-called reatorations, let any peraon of 
good taste, who has paid eien moderate attention to arohnology and charch architecture, 
look around, and aaj whether, out of the numerous ancient oburcbe* whioh have been 
attempted to be restored or renovated, during the laat quarter of a century, there can be 
found more than aome five or six, where bad taste or presumption baa not been erinoed 
in the attempt! of the Tarious arobiteota to rastoie or renoiAte them. If this taatelea* 
ayilem is allowed lo proceed, we may, ere long, bear of aome ignorant architeot who 
may offer to reboild or beauti^ Tint«ni Abbe;, or reatore or renovate Eenilworth Cattle. 
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sentatioDS of human heads. There are some indications of a 
porch having been at the south door. Several grotesque corbel- 
heads are carved in stone in the chancel, in the places from 
which the arches of the roof have originally sprung; and the 
remains of some strange figures or monsters appear carved on 
the outsides, at the places on the wall, where the spouts of the 
roof seem to have formerly protruded, similar to those called 
gargoyles, which may be seen on many other ancient churches. 

The exterior of the church between the windows is supported 
by handsome stxine buttresses, and from the indisputable marks 
of the ancient roof, which are visible on the east side of the 
tower, where the roof has joined up to it, and from there not 
being any traces of columns supporting any interior arches, it 
seems clear that it has never had any clerestory. 

Exterior buttresses are built at the comers of the tower, and a 
square projection on its south-east comer admits of a staircase. 
The tower is said to have been erected in 1504 ; and its walls, 
and most of its pinnacles, are still perfect. It had originally 
eight piunaclea, but one on the east side fell down about 1851.' 
The tower can be ascended by a spiral staircase^ to the top ; 
but its roof is in a decayed condition, its floors are quite gone ; 
and on the basement floor are placed various mutilated stone 
fragments, apparently of mullions, transoms, flnials, and other 
parts of stonework, which have fallen or have been deposited 
there, besides part of the ancient font. It still has, bonever, 
a bell, which is yet used. Each side of the tower is sur- 
mounted by an embattled parapet of equal intervals, with plain 
cappings, and which, though not possessing the lightness of 
one with pierced battlements, is nevertheless handsome. The 
tower at the highest part, and just below the battlements, has a 
handsome carved Gothic border, enriched (as far as my eyesight 
enabled me to form a judgment) with diamond-shaped oraa- 

' There wen in ISSS onlj two piniuoln on tbs north aids, tud three on the wath aide 
of the tower. 
> Of the deecription ububUj eiUed * Newel it 
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ments and quatrefoils. On the west it has two windows ; and 
over the highest, in the middle of the border, is a small escut- 
cheon bearing an animal, seemingly a lion rampant passant, 
probably intended for the arms of the Hussee family, and which 
also appears in a corresponding place on the south side, and 
there are also some indications of it on the north side. On the 
east, in the centre of the border, is a small escutcheon, contain- 
ing some appearances of an inscription. 

In order to preserve the tower from falling, of which it exhi- 
bited symptoms, iron bars, with nuts and screws, have been 
fixed across it, so as to hold its walls together ; two of the nuts 
are on its east side, as shown in the engraving.^ 

The tower has one window on the east, one on the north, and 
one on the south side ; and it has had a door with a pointed 
arch on the west, which is now built up. The second floor is 
singularly furnished with a fireplace, having a chimney formed 
within the thickness of the wall, and opening outside of the 
western window of the bell-chamber. 

The chancel is used for divine service on the Lord's day. 
It is separated irom the ruinous nave by a comparatively mo- 
dem wall. In a vanit on the north side of the chancel, is the 
place of interment of the family of Andrew William Corbet, Esq., 
of Pimley and Sundorne. A handsome monument to the memory 
of John Corbet, Esq., is erected in the chancel on its north side, 
behind which is the arch of a doorway visible from the exterior, 
now built up, but which has evidently been formerly an entrance 
into the chancel. A ruled enclosure adjoining it, shown in the 
engraving,^ contains the entrance to the vault of the Corbets. 
On its south side, not far from the altar, are three sedilia, with 
plain Gothic arches ; and the one furthest &om the altar is in 
a great degree filled with a much mutilated and whitewashed 
oaken image of the Virgin Mary^ with a figure in her tap, 

' See Fn>»liipite€. 

> The figure of the Tirgiii with the dead C%rut in bcr I^, it nsaaHj deaigiMt«d > 
" pieta," and it ii (Aid that Uie icvlpton of the fifteenth oeotorj were jerj fond of the 



.dbyGoOgIC 



CEAF. I. SHEEWSBUBY. 16 

representing the dead Christ, which seems as if it had been 
hrought there from some other part of the church. Mutilated 
as the figure of the Virgin now is, there still remains an expres- 
sion of sorrow in the face. 

A large plain piscina is iu the wall between the sediha and 
the altar, but partly concealed by the wooden back of a seat. 

The east or altar window is handsome, and of the Perpen- 
dicular Gothic style, and is of five lights below, with a 
transom ; and the handsome tracery of the upper part, will be 
best understood by a reference to the engraving, which gives a 
correct view of the east end, and part of the north side of the 
church. The window has some stained glass, much injured 
and dilapidated, which contains, amongst other designs, two 
crowned heads, a male and a female, seemingly of consider- 
able antiquity, but well executed by the artist; and close to 
them, a human head in a dish, near to which the point of the 
blade of a scimitar appears, and which are said, and as I believe 
with truth, to represent the head of John the Baptist brought 
to Herod and Ilerodias. Some imperfect escutcheons of arms, 
with various quarterings, are also there. The stained glass 
also contains representations of the patera, cup, and wafer ; and 
underneath is a faint representation of the crucifixion ; and in 
another place in the window, a hammer and a nail are exhibited, 
apparently in allusion to the crucifixion. Underneath is part of 
a mutilated inscription in old English characters, commencing 
with the words, " Orate pro animabus Rogeri." It also contains 
a monogram, which seems to be a combination of the letters in 
the name " Maria." 

In the stonework on the outside, immediately before the east 
or altar window, is a niche surmounted by a Gothic canopy, in 
which still stands, although a good deal impaired by time or 



fobject. II it mentioiud in the Oetdleman't Magaame, toL Ixii. p. 893, and toL ilir. 
September, 1866, p. 296, in ootiaitig the Fn>oe«dings of the Aicbnological laititute. A 
Tiew of the diuich ii alw oignTed in toI. Izii. p. S8S. 
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violence, the statue of Henry IV., about half the size of life, in 
armour, with the remains of a crown on his head, and a dag^r 
hanging on his right side; his right hand once sustained a 
sword, but it is now gone. 

There are two windows on each side of the chancel, of which 
the mullions and general appearance bear a resemblance, though 
not quite the same, to those of the nave, and might be thought 
to be of a more modem date, if the whole of the fabric and 
the appearance of the stonework did not strongly convey the 
impression of all having been erected at the same date ; in fact 
the style and appearance of the church, are just what might be 
expected in one erected early in the fifteenth century. 

In the chancel is a handsome lai^ modem stone font, with 
ornaments in the Gothic style, which supplies the place of the 
ancient one, of which some stonework lying within the tower, 
formed part. There is a small cemetery still in use for inter- 
ments on the south side of the church. 

On each side of the exterior of the chancel, and nearest the 
east end, are dripstones, as if intended for the arch of a window, 
carried up nearly but not quite to a point, and with the stones 
ready jointed, as if for the purpose of breaking out an addi- 
tional window on each side of the chancel, without disturbing 
the walls ; but I think it is quite evident, from the appearance 
of the stonework, and from the dripstones for the contemplated 
windows or arches not having been carried up to meet at the 
top, that no window ever existed in either of those places ; and 
that the intention of so singular a preparation by the architect, 
may have been, to add at some fiiture time, side chapels, such 
as are often seen in ancient churches, and are knovm to have 
been added subsequently to the erection of the chursbea. 

The ceiling of the chancel is modem, and is plastered and 
whitewashed, and supported by modem incongmous-looking 
pillars. 

The church is approached by a narrow carriage way, which 
leads from the westward side of the turnpike road; but it 
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stops at a gate opening into a field, in which the church standa, 
and a short path leads to it from the gate. 
■ There is one remarkable singularity connected with the 
church, which is, that there is every appearance of the church, 
and the college after mentioned, having stood in a square space 
enclosed by a moat. A moat regularly formed, and as strmght 
as a canal, exists at a short distance from the east end of the 
church,. except at one small spot near the centre, which appears 
to have been filled up, in order to admit of the path to the 
church ; and it turns with an abrupt angle at each end, and 
extends a considerable distance on the north and south sides of 
the church. I was unable, however, to trace its existence on 
the west side, or to discover whether it had ever completely 
encompassed the church. 

Besides the erection of the church, there was erected there 
by Henry IV., or by Roger Ive, clerk, by virtue of a charter or 
hceuse from Henry, a small college, consisting of a principal or 
master, and five secular chaplains, together with a hospital for 
several poor persons, of which Henry IV. was a benefactor.^ 

The charter or license was of the eleventh year of the reign of 
Henry IV., and the first principal or master was the said Roger 
Ive.i . 

A copy of an impression of the seal of the college, is given in 
Dukes* Aniiquitiea of Skropihire^ which exhibits on it, not as 
might be expected, the effigy of St. Mary Magdalen, but that of 
the Virgin Mary crowned, bearing the infant Jesus on her right 
arm, and a palm branch in her left hand. 

At the time of the dissolution, the yearly revenues amounted 
to £54. \a. lOf/. net. Not a vestige now remains of the college. 

There are several shallow holes or pits in the meadow on the 
south side of the church, which have been dug into, in hopes of 
discovering something of interest ; but nothing remarkable was 

1 Di^dalo's Mo%a$tu!o%, *ol, »i. part iU. p. 1426. Dukea' AMigviHe* of Siroptldrt, 
p. S4, and Appoodii snr. LeUod'B iiftan-oty, yol. it. to. 181 a. 
■ Dukia' AntiqmtiM qfSAnpMn, p. 34. 
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discovered. It has beeo conjectured that they are the «tes of 
small fishponds, which may have existed before the college 
was destroyed; but they appeared to me more like the exca- 
vations, where the foundations or cellars of the old ccdlege 
buildings may have been. Besides the iodicatloDB of a moat, 
which present themselves to the eye, the charter or Ucense of 
Heniy, given at length by Dugdale, strongly corroborates the 
opinion before expressed, with respect to the moat. That 
document, as set out by Dugdale, grants to Roger Ive, of Seaton, 
rector of the chapel of St. John Baptist, at Adbrighton Hussee, 
in the coun^ of Salop, a piece of ground, with all the edifices 
and erections on it, within the lordship of Adbrighton Hussee, 
near Shrewsbury, situate in the field called Battlefield, in which 
a battle had been lately fonght between the King and Henry 
Percy deceased and other rebels ; and by the grace of God, the 
King had obtained victory and triumph, which piece of ground 
is enclosed with a ditch, and contains in length and breadth two 
acres of laud, together with two inlets and outlets, one extending 
along the lands of Richard Hussee twenty feet, and the other 
containing in breadth fifteen feet.^ The piece of land appears 
to have been before conveyed by feoffment to the said Roger 
Ive, by virtue of the royal license, by Richard Hussee,' who 
seems &om that circumstance to have held the same from the 
King. The charter or Ucense of 11th of Hcniy TV., states the 
land to have been granted to Roger Ive, for the purpose of a 



^ '' QutudAin pliceam tcimi cmn Dmnibutf odiAoiia viuNr-edlflcatia, infrm domiiiiiuii do 
AdbrightoD-Httuee, jmbi SalopiuD, JBoenlem in eampo qui Tootur Batekjfield, in quo 
oampo, bdlum inter noB «t Hemicum Terej defunctum, et csteros rebellM noatroa, super 
Bititit, et per Dei gratiam victoriun habuunua et triumphum j qiite qnidem places tenti 
fONO induditnr, oontinena in longitudine et latitudine duai a«n« term, unacum dnobua 
ingrenibui et egrauibus; uno, rii., exteodente in loDgitudioe de HadenoUeatone direct^ 
aupm tflrram Beoardi HtUMe domini de Adbrigton-Eiuae^ in oomitatu Salopifc," Ac. 
ka. In anodier part of the dutrter i« the folloiriiig pawaga : " Habendum et lenraiduiii 
diotem plaoeam teme, fotao tio ioclujam," Ju. Jtc — J)agiM» Mi>iKutieo»,yaLjL partiiL 
pp. use, 7. 

* " Idmi Bogerui nnper de licentii regii habuit, ex dono et feoflkmento pnedieli 
Biosrdi." — Dngdale'a Mbnattieon, vol. vi. part. iii. p. 1428. 
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ch&pel being built od it, in hoDOur of St. Mary Magdalen,* in 
order that [Buyers might be said for evermore, for the souls of 
the King, &o. &c., and for the souls of those who were slain 
in the battle, and were buried there.' 

Battlefield is a distinct parish, and was, prior to its becoming 
80, in Henry IV.'s reign, attached to the then existing rectory of 
St. John t^e Baptist at Adbright Hussee.^ St. Alkmond's and 
St. Mary's parishes, of Shrewsbury, adjoin it. The Uving is a 
perpetual curacy, of which the B^v. J. O. Hopkins was the 
late incumbent ; and it is in the patronage of Andrew William 
Corbet, Esq., of Sundome Castle, Shropshire. 

The present dilapidated state of the nave of Battlefield Church 
is generally ascribed to the Puritans of the time of the Common- 
wealth ; and a note in the church register, above one hundred 
years ago (1749), states, that it was then in its present ruinous 
condition.' The conduct of those who committed the injury 
in this instance, brings to recollection the passage from the 
Holy Scriptures : — " But now they break down the carved work 
thereof, at once, with axes and hammers. They have cast fire 
into thy sanctuary; they have defiled by casting down the 
dwelling-place of thy name to the ground."^ 

On vievring this ancient church, I could not, either as a 
Christian or as an antiquary, see this handsome edifice, which 
had been erected by a King of England, in commemoration of 
an important historical event, and dedicated to the worship of 
the Most High, so injured by violence or neglect, without 
experiencing feelings of regret. Still its walls and remains, in 
their present state, are truthful records of the past, and furnish 
an authentic and valuable example of church architecture, of the 



' Sogdale"* Mbnattieo*, toL ri part iii p. 14S6. 

> "et tnimahoM illorum, qui in dicto bello interfiicti, «t ibidom hnmBtd esUtont, et 
animabui omnium fidelium defunrtonuu oelebnturu imperpetoum." — DugiUle'g Itmat- 
tia>», ToL ri. part iii. p. 14ST. 

> Commiiiucated hj the Iter. J. O. Eopkinf . The auQior only heard of tut death after 
this wcnk had bsen lent to the preH. 

* pMkn kiiT. 6, 7. 
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time of Heniy IV. The mere preservation of them froni further 
injury, by time or negligence, would be laudable ; bat if the 
tasteless and ignorant scheme, which has been suggested, of 
renovating the church, should ever unfortunately be carried into 
effect, great mischief will be done ; the original will be falsified ; 
in its renovated state it will be a mere imitation ; and it will no 
longer be an interesting and authentic example of the architec- 
tural science of the period to which it belonged. 
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CHAPTER II. 



FIELD OP THE BATTLE 
BLORE HEATH.' 



" Thtra Dutton Dntton Ulli, k Done doth kill t Done, 
A Booth B Booth, and Leigh bj Leigh ii orerthtown, 
A TetuUee egBinst > Tenable* doth itand, 
A Trontbeok fighteth with a Tioutbed band t« bud, 
Ttwre Uolinenx doth make • Holinenx to die, 
And EgertoQ the itrength of Bg«rton doth trj. 
O '. Obeahire wai't thon mad, of thine awn native gore 
Bo moob until thia day thon nerer shed'st before! 
Abore two thouaand men upon the earth w«» thrown. 
Of whitb the gresteit part were lutunlly thine own. 
Tbe itout Lord Audlej eUtu, with many a csptwn tbere^ 
To Saliibnij it lort* the Palm away to bear." 

HiCHABL Dx&itob'b FolfotHo»i Song 82nd. 

England exhibited, dariiig a great part of the fifteenth century, 
the mournful spectacle of a country harassed by rival parties, 
and exposed to all the horrors of civil war. Hostile competitors 
contended for a prize of no common value ; for the crown and 
dominions of England were to be the reward of the conqueror. 

King Henry VI. was descended from John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Ijancaster, the fourth bod of King Edward IH., and the persons 
supportmg the claim of the House of Lancaster to the throne, 

' The paper upon the Field of the Battle of Blore Heath was read before a mcetiiig of 
the Society of Antiqnarie* of London, on the Stfa of December, 1853, and the thanlu «f 
the meeting were voted for it to tbe antbor. 
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were from that circumstance called Laocastriaiis.' On the other 
hand, lUchard Ptantagenet, Duke of York, with the asaiBtance of 
some of hi8 powerful relations and connections, was cautiously 
but vigilantly taking measures calculated to secure his accession 
to the crown, although at first he did not openly bring forward 
his pretensions to it. They were founded upon the fact of the 
Duke of York's being descended from Lionel Duke of Clarence, 
third son of King Edward III.;^ and the adherents and sup- 
porters of the Duke of York, and of his sons after his death, 
received the appellation of Yorkists. 

' Tb«kmMriaJbetring*,deTica, udbw^oftbaTanoiuiiiMiibsrtoftheriTalHotUM^ 
of York and I^ncuter are tvUj rtated in Bandford'i OtiKalogiciU Hittory. 

' The Duke oC York »m the Mn of Kichard PlanUganet (called of Coningibnrg} Bari 
of Cambridge, and Anne hii wife^ daughter of Bogcr ]£ortim«r Barl of March and Lord 
of Wigmore and Clara, the aon of Edmund Mortimer, third Earl of Harch, io. bj 
FhUippo, ool; daoghtcff and hrareu of Uond Dnke of Clarenoe, third eoa of King Bdwud 
tha Third. Beaidei which, the Duke of York was deacendrd from Edwud m. b7 his 
father's lids, in oonaequenoe of being the onlj eon of Bichard Earl of Cambridge, who 
waa the kid of Edmund (of Ijmgle;) Doke of York and Earl of Cambridge, fifth son of 
Edward UI., bj lubel, the daughter of Peter, Xing of Castile and Iietya. The Duke of 
York married Cecil;, daughter of Balph Herille, first Eari of W««tmorel»»d, bj Joan hii 
Moosd wife, daughter of John of Oannt Dnke of I^neaiter. Bj that marriage ba beoamo 
related to or oonnected with moat of the great noblemen of England. Hii wife had for 
brothen, Bichard Serille Earl of 8aliibai7 (father of Bichard Neville Eari of Warwil^ 
called the King Maker), William Herille Lord Fabonberg, George Nerille Lord Latimer, 
Edward Nerille Lord AbergsTnmj, and Bobert Nerille Biatu^ of Durham ; and for half 

brothen, Balph Herille Earl of Weatmoreland, and NsTills Lord of Oattof or 

Orertle;, in Warwickihire, in right of Maiy his wife. The Duke of York's power, with 
the additioeal Md of that of his wife's relations, soon enabled him to bring fbrwird bu 
claims to the thronei and although he was cut off b; death in battle, before be oonM 
compass hii view*, hii ion Edward lucoeeded in obtaining the orown. The Dnke left b; 
his wife, eight sons and tour danghten. The son* were — flrit, Henr;, who died jonngi 
second, Edward Earl of Harch, bora at Bouen on the 29th of April, IMI, afWwaidi 
King Edward IV. ; third, Edmund Earl of Butland, murdered afta the battle of Wake- 
field in 1460, b; Lord Cliflbrdi fourth, William, bom at Fotheringaj, in Hoithamplon- 
ehire | fifth, John, bom at Fotberinga; ; both of the two last died wheo in&nla j sixth, 
Oeofge Dnke of Chutnee, bora in the Chstle of Dublin, put to death in the Tower of 
London on the 18th of Febroarj, 1477; serentb, Thomas, who died in liis infanojt 
eighth, Biohard, bom at Fotberingaj, 2nd of October, I4&2, afterwards King Bichard UI., 
slain at the battle of Boaworth in I486. The daughters were — first, Aon^ married to 
Eeoi; Holland Duke of Bieter, but, being dinmed from him in 1472, die then married 
Sir Thomas Bt. Ledger, bj whom she had iasne, Anne, married to George Hannsn 
Lord Boos, hj whom she had Thomas Mannsrs Earl of Butlandi Moond, Ehnbetl^ 
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The adverse parties encountered each other at St, Alban's on 
the 22nd> of May, 1455, where a battle was fought, and the 
Duke of York obtained the victory. A hollow and iDeflfectual 
truce, and an outward reconciliatiou, ensued, only to be broken 
in rather more than four years afterwards, when the hostile 
parties once more took up anus, and at Blore Heath, on the 
borders of Staffordshire, agun met in mortal conflict. 

Blore Heath, celebrated for the battle fought in 1459, is in 
the parish of Drayton in Hales, or Market Drayton, on the high 
road leading from the small market town of Drayton, towards 
Newcastle. It is in Staffordshire, two miles and a half distant 
Irom Drayton, and about two mites from the division of the 
counties of Shropshire and Staffordshire. It is eight miles and 
a half distant &om' Eccleshall, and is, as Stow in his Jmala 
correctly states, near Mucklestone, being only one mile and a 
half from the latter place. 



mimedto JafandelaFoleDokaorSnflblki thifd, Muguvt, muriad in 1468 to GiuIh 
Duke of BuiguD^, cilled tbe Bdd, or (he Bath ; uid UnoU, of whom nothing if Hid 
b; hittttrioal writers, and it id, UurefeK^ ptssnmed that iba died Tonng. 

TheDukeof York wuths first noblamsn in tbe Ungdom, in pMDt of fiunilf andpowv. 
Hit elaim to tbe throne of Bngland was groimded on his deeoent front lionel, third ion 
of Xing Edward III. LuhmI's first wife wb« BliMbatb, danghter and horeaiof William 
de Burgh, Earl of Ulster, in Inland, in whose right, he (Lionel) wu created Bail of 
Ulster; and beoaose he had with her the bononr of Clare, in the oonntj of Suffolk, as 
parcel of the inheritance of her grandmother (Btiitbetb, coheir of the last Qilbert da 
Clarc^ Earl of Olonoeatcr and Hertford), he was in 18S8, orealed Duke of Olareooe,* from 
which doohj the naate of Clarencisux King of Amu, of tbe south parte of England, it 
derired. He had iMoe b; Eliiaheth hit wifc^ <nie onlj daughter, Fhilippa, before men- 
tioned, who married Bdnmnd Mortimer, third Eari of March, gnmdlatber of Anna 
Gounteea of Cambridge, who was the mother cd Bichaid Duke of Yoit, and grandmotbv 
of EiDg Edward IV. and of Eing Biohord III. 

The Duke of York enjoTod rast poeseetions in England and Ireland, in right not onlf 
of hit paternal line of the honiM of York and Cambridge, but also of his dnooit from the 
great and powerful families of Mortimer (Earls of March), Clare (Earit of aionoeetar 
and of Hertford), end de Burgh (Barla of Ulster). He was cbady aUied to Oie great and 
noUe fiuDpilj of Nerille, from having married Cecil;, daughter of Balph Nerille Earl of 
Weatmoraland, besidea being connected with tereral other noble and powerfbl lamiliee. 

' Some historians mention tbe 23rd of Ma; , as the daj on which that battle wai fbngbt. 

* Kmn a place in Suffolk, called Clare, or Olareoae. 
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The town of Drayton is in Shropshire; but the parish of 
Market Drayton, or Drayton in Hales, compriees parts both of 
Shropshire and'Staffordshire, and includes Blore Heath, which, 
though formerly a heath, is now completely enclosed and 
cultivated. 

In the autumn of 1459, Richard Neville Earl of Salisbury* 
marched from Middleham C&stle, in Yorkshire, with a consi- 
derable army, in support of the cause of the Duke of York, and 
entered Staffordshire with the ultimate intention of effecting & 
janction at Ludlow, with Richard Neville Earl of Warwick, 
called the King Maker,* and also with the Duke of York, who 



> BiobBrd Norille Eori of BdlBburj wu the son of Bttlph Nerille, fint Earl of 
Weatmoreland (b? Joan, hii Hoond vife, dkugbler of Jobn of Okunt Duke of LanoMtw, 
and widow of Sir Bobert Ferren of OrEnile;), and wu oreated Earl of Salubaij attm ths 
death of ThonuadeMoatocute Earl of Saliaburj, liii wife'i fatber, in the fifteenth jear of 
King Heniy TI., and made Lord Chancellor in the S2nd jesr of hie rdgn. He married 
Alioe^ daughter and heir of Thomaa de MoDtacul«£arl ot8ali(biU7, and had imub by her, 
four aona and aix danghtere : Richard, the oldeat ton, Earl of Saliibury, and afterwards 
Earl of Warwick, the King Maker, alain at the battle of Bamet in U7I j Mcood, John, 
Harqaii Uontagne, alto ilain at the battle of Bamet ; third, Thomaa, married the widow 
of Lord WilloDghbj, and wae slain at the battle of Wakefidd g fourth, Oeorge, Biabop of 
Eieter, and Lord Chancellor, and afterwarde Archbiebop of York ; Joan, the oldeet 
daughter, waa married to WiUiam Fittalaa Earl of Arundel ; Mcood, Ceeil;, married to 
Henr; Beaacbamp Duke of Warwick; third, Alice, manied Henrjr Lord Fitibugh 
Baron of Baveniwath ; fourth, Eleanor, married Thomaa Lord Stanley, aflerwardt the Srtt 
Eari of Derby of that ramameg fifUi, Xatherine, manied William BonTila, son and 
hour to William Lord Bonrile and Harringtoii i sixth, Margaret, married John De Tere 
Earl of Oifbrd. Biohard Earl of Salisbury wa* wounded and taken prisoner at the battle 
of Wakefield, and beheaded at Pontefract, and his body wae flrat interred there^ and 
afterwards remoTed to Bisbam Abbey, in Berkshire, which had been founded by, and waa 
the place of interment ot, the Montacutet, and where the bodiea of bis eona, (he Earl of 
Warwick and Marquis Montague^ were alao int^red, after the battle of Bamet. 

' Bichard Nerille, eighteenth Earl of Warwick, called tbe King Maker, waa the son and 
heir of Eichard Nerille Sari of Salisbury, by Alice, daughter of Thomas de Montacule, 
Earl of Salisbury, and married Anne, daughter of Bichard Beauchamp, sixteenth Eari 
of Warwick. His power was so Kreat, that he wm munly instromeDtal in placing King 
Edward IT. upon the throne in 1461, and again in dethroning him, and replatring 
Heni7 TI. upon tbe throne in 1470; and he was slain fighting against Edward at the 
battle of Bamet, on 14th of April, 1471. He left itsne two daugbtera : Isabel, married to 
Oeorge Plantagenet Duke of Clarence, brother of King Edward IT.g and Anne, married, 
flrat, (0 Edward Prinoe of Wales, son of King Henry TL, mnrdered at Tewkeabury in 
1471 ; and ceoondly, to Kohard Dnke of Glouoceter, afterwards Emg Bichard III. 
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had collected an army in Herefordshire, and in the marches of 
Wales. The Earl of Salisbury, and his son the Earl of Warwick, 
were noblemen of very great power and possessions, and were 
then the principal leaders of the Duke of York's party, and 
abettors of the scheme of deposing King Henry YI., and placing 
the Duke of York upon the throne of England. 

At that time King Henry VI. was at Coleshill, in Warwick- 
shire, and Queen Mai^^aret^ and Edward the young Prince of 
Wales' were at Eccleshall, in Staffordshire ; and by her orders, 
or by those of her council, James Touchet Lord Audley,' with 
a superior force, raised principally in Cheshire and Shropshire, 
amounting, as we are told, to as many as 10,000 men, took up 
s position on the road to Drayton, in order to intercept the earl 
in his march.* The earl's army was inferior in number to that 
of his antagonist, which was strongly posted, as will be more 
fully explained afterwards, with a small stream in its front. 



' Queen Hargaret, iuubU; called Margsret of Aiijoo, wh tbe Queen of Henry TI., to 
whom she wm nwrried on the 22nd of April, lUS. 

■ Bdwtrd Prinoe of Wale* tm the onl; child of Henrj YI. uid Queen Margaret. He 
was bora on the 13th of October, 1463, and wt murdered after tbe battle of Tewleabniy, 
on the Mb of Maj, 1471. 

* Junea Toncbet Lord Andley (tba >on and heir of John Touobet Lord Audlej, who 
died in tbe tenth jear of Henry IT.) was lummoned to Parliament in the eighth jsar of 
Eetuy T., aa Iiord Audlej. He attended Henry T. in hie ware in France. In tbe reign 
of Henry TI., he took part with the Houee of Lancaiter, and wai sent tiy Queen Margaret 
to intercept the Earl of Saliaboiy at Blore Heath, which waa not tnort than ten or twelTO 
milea from Lord Andley'e poMeeaion of Bed Caatle at Hawkatones now belonging to 
the TUoount Hill, in Shropehire. After Lord Audley** death in that battle, bia body 
waa interred in Darley Abbey, in Derbyibire. He left a Km, John Lord Aodley, who 
adhered to tbe Torkiet party, and had aome ofBoea of importanoe oonleiTed upon him by 
Edward IT. and Biobard III., and died m 1491, in the eiilh year of Henry TIL, Icariug 

* For the hiatorioal autboritie«, eee Hall, Holinehed, Qrafton, Baker, Bpeed, Stow, 
Dugdale'a Sartnuige, Sandford's Otiltalogieal Bitfory, Eennett'e Xtret o/tkt Sa^i and 
QMeant; Lehnd't Iliotrary, ml tu. to.iZ; Sot. Pari. 38 Henry TI. («D. 1469), vol. r. 
p. 348. The latter oontaina the following paiiaga ; — " the Wlnday neit after the feat of 
Seint Uathewe th' Apoatle, tbe 3S jere of youre mooet giacioiu reignc^ at Blore, in youre 
ibire of Stafford, in the feldea of the aame towne, called Bloie-heth," &c Ac ; see alao 
ihid, p. 869, in whiab it ia stated, that Queen Bfargaret and Edward Prince of Walea had 
been at Cheater, and afterwardi at Eccleahall, preriooaly to the battle; and that Lord 
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This stream had rather steep banks, which rendered it very 
hazardous for the earl and his army to cross it, and attack the 
Lancastrians, with a fair prospect of success. In consequence 
of those difficulties, the earl resorted to a military stratagem, 
with the most fortunate result. 

Early on the momiag of Sunday, the 33rd of September, 
1459 (St. Tecla's day), he caused his archers to shoot flights 
of arrows against the Lancastrians. He then feigned a retreat 
with bis army, which induced Lord Audley, in his eagerness 
to pursue them, to pass over the stream with a considerable 
portion of his forces, and whilst they were on the ascent of 
the ground on the other side of the stream, and were dis- 
ordered with effecting the passage, and before he could get 
the remainder of his forces over it, or put that portion which 
had crossed into order, they were so vigorously attacked by 
the Yorkists, that the Lancastrians were completely defeated, 
and Lord Audley, with 2400 of his forces, perished on the field. 

There were slain in the battle, besides Lord Audley, Hugh 
Venables of Kinderton, Thomas Duttou of Dutton, Richard 
Molyneux' of Sefton, William Troutbeck,' John Legh of Booths, 



SUnlsj was directed, brfbre It took plaee, to com* with bk fbreei, and jrin the Lumh> 
triani i and that be sent hii aerraDt to the Queen and the Fiinoe with a promiae to do ao 
in all haste, but tailed, and b; hii failing to join them, the Lonoaatriao* were de(cat«d, 
aldtongh ha waa, with 2000 men, within ni milwof BIom Heath, and that he itaid three 
da^B at Newcastle, onl; six miles from EcdeebaU, where tbe Queen and Prince of Walca 
tbenwerei and that in Qiemaniingafler the defeat of the I«neaatrians, Lord Stanley sent 
a letter to the Qneen and Prince, extenuating hi* not haTiDg aniated them with his fbrcaa I 
sod that he then departed home agun ; and also that the people and Uuanti of tbo 
King and of the Prince, in the hundred* of Wiiral and of Maooleafield, bad been pio- 
Tented b; Lord Stsnle; from going to tbe aaiiitanoe of the King ; and he wae also aoooaed 
of baring, on the night emniDg the battle, sent a letter of oongntnlation to tbe Sari of 
SalisbuTj. If those ahargsi were true, it looks very mnch as if be bad beeo a Torkial at 
heart, but diaposed to keep fair with both sidea. 

■ Sir Biohard Mol;neui was an ancestor of tbe Bart of Sefton. 

' It is remarkable that Ormerod, in hi* CJUiUrw, toI. i. p. ixiiL, mention* that it was 
Sir William Troutbeck who was slain in ths battle; but ioToLii. pp. 27 and 28, his son, 
Sir John Tnmtbeok, is mentioned ss the person who was slain there ; and it is stated that 
tbe farmer bad been, and that the latter wi* at that timt^ Cbambodain of Cbwt«r. 
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John Done of Wickington, and John Egerton of Egerton, 
Knights ; Richard Done of Croton, and John Button [called 
Duties by Stow], Esquires; and many other persons.' The 
battle was most disastrous to the Cheshire men, the greatest 
loss having fallen upon persons of that county, who bad received 
the young Prince's badge of the silver swan, which had been 
distributed by Queen Mai^;aret amongst the principal partisans 
of the Lancastrian party.' John Lord Dudley was wounded,^ 
and he, and several knights and gentlemen of the Lancastrian 
party, were taken prisoners.' 

Sir John Neville* and Sir Thomas Neville,* sons of the Earl 
of Salisbury, were wounded in the battle, and were, with Sir 
Thomas Harrington, travelling to the north, when they were 
taken by some of the Lancastrians, and sent prisoners to 
Chester; but in consequence of a message from the Welsh 
marchroen, there being good reason to anticipate that the 
prisoners would be rescued by force, they were speedity set 
at liberty.' 

I Stow'i ^MMb, p. 405. See bIm Holinihed'i CiromeUt, p. 649. 

■ Bot. Pari. ToL t, 88th of Haary TL p. 848. Lelmd'i Auwrofy, toI tu. fb. 88. 

■ John De BiittoD Bwon of I>ndl«7 (oJled in the act of Fwlummt of 88th of Bauj TL 
(1459) JTohn Lord Dudle;), being s Arm Bdhorant to the lancutriui interert, and being 
mrprieed at OloaoeBter in the £9th jear of Hem; TI., hj Bichard Duke of York (upon 
hit return at that time out of Ireland), waa Hnt prisoner to the Oaatle of Lodlor. 
(Stow*! AimaUi and Dngdale*! Baronage, toL ii. p. 215.) He ifai wonnded at the battle 
of Bk>re Heath. (Leiand's IHneraiy, toI. tIL fo. 32.) The imprlNinment of the Baron of 
Dodlff in the Tower of London in 1456, ii mentioDed in Fenn's ooUeetion of original 
lettm (Knnetimee called the Potion Zttttri), TnL L p. 107. It ahonld aeem, tbarebn^ 
that he waa twiee inpriaoDsd at the inatanoe of the Duke of York. Afttr the aooeaaioQ 
of Edward IT., Dndlej wai,howeTgT, reconciled to the House of York, and he doee not 
appear to hare erar aSarwards atiiatad the ^poeite partj. Bj his wi& EliMbeth, 
daughter of Sir John Berkley of Berentan in Oloncestenhir^ he had iaaoe thiM eona : 
Bdmond, who died in hia father's hMime, leeiing isine John, from whom the £ari« of 
Warwid and Leicester derired their descent ; and WiUiam Bishop of Durham ; he had 
alsoadaughler, Uugaret,m»rri«d to QeorgeLonguarilK of Little Billings Northampton- 
shire, Esq. 

* Sir John Neville was afterwarda Uarqnia Montague, and slain at the battle of Bamet 
m 1471 ; and Sir Thomas Nerille waa slun at the battle of Wakefield in 146a 

• Hall's CiromcUi, fo. 173; Holiosbed'a CJmmela, to. 649; Baker's ( 
lb. 196 1 StoVi .^aaob, fo. 406. 
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A Parliament, principally consisting of adherents and sup- 
porters of the Lancastrian faction, was held at Coventry, in the 
38th year of Henry VI. (1469), and passed an act of attainder 
against the Dake of York, the Earl of March, the Earl of 
Rutland, the Earl of Salisbury, the Eari of Warwick, Lord 
CUnton, Sir John Wenlock,' William Stanley* (brother of Thomas 

I Aftomrds Jdha Lord Wenlook, 

* William SUolc; (aftomnli Sir William Stanlsf , Knight) mi Q» tecond Km of Bir 
l^iomai StuilcT, CbamlMz^aiii to Ssnir Vl. Sif Thomaa Stankiy was nmunonad to Far" 
liammt ai Loid Stank;, on the EOth of Jaonar;, H6M, in the S4th of Hanr; TI., and 
died in the S7th jear of that Eing'i raga, 1U9 j he married J'oan, the daughter of Sir 
Bobert Goiuhill, of Horeringham, in the oonn^ of Nottingham, bj whom he had thne 
•ons Mtd three danghten, and wai luoaeeded hj hii oldeat ion iniomai (aftomrdi flnt 
Earl of Derbj), who wu eommoned to Parliament amonget the bttroni of thii nalm, on 
the 24th of Ha;, IWl, in the fint year of Zdward IT., b; the title of Baron Stank? of 
Letbam. (Ihigdaltfi Baroaage, voL iii. p. M8| OoUiju't Fttragt, toL iii. p. 41, Ui 
mdtha Unmin qf He Sonte of Sfiwby, pnUiihedb; J.HarropinlTOT, p.81.} Itii 
remarkable tbat Bogdala doea not nention an; one of the hmil; hani^ beeo tummoned 
to parliament amougit the baroni of the reabn, or banng been ennobled, prior to 
Thomaa Iiord Stanie;, aflerwardi flnt Earl of Derbj. Edmnndeoo, in bit Patragt, 
■tatee that the latter waa aummoned to Farlianuot ai Lwd Btanlej, in 1456 s but it 
■hoold eeem that he meani the fatlicr of the latter. It ie oertftin that the bther had a 
title ai Iiord Stanley, some time during the reign of Henr; TL, &om the pauage in the 
act of the Parliament of Oorentr;, &8th Henrj TL (1469) : "William Slulej Sqoiff 
aonne to Thomaa late Lord Stanley:" and &om " Lord Stanley" being aleo repeatedlj- 
mentioned, in the prooeedinge of that Parliament (38th Heniy TI.), and William 
Btaikleybeitig there called the broUur of Lord Stanley I whioh it ia impoaiible to applj (o 
an; other Lord Stanle;, eiotpt Thomai Lord Stanle;, afterwarda lint Eari of Dobj, 
who waa hi* brother, and who wa* aleo the *an of the lat« Lord Stank;. — Bet. Pari. 
8S Henr; TI. (1469), toL t. pp. 34S, 369, S70. See alio Rot. FarL 89 Starj TL (1460), 
Tol. T. p. 882 i in which the Lord Stanley then living (who wag tttervtait firit Eari of 
Derb;), ii Cftlkd " Thomas Stanle;, Lord Stanle;) " and hia deoeaeed fitthw iipaitieolari; 
deeignatedaa "Tbomae Stanle;, late Lord Stanle; hia Fader;" beaide* which, the deceased 
ia more than once called "Thomaa, late Lord Stank;." Thonuu Lord Stanley, b; hif 
defectian and opportonel; going orer, with liii forcee, at the battle of Boeworth, to the 
Borl of BiohmODd, was of the utmost aerrtos to lii;n, and was the principal caose of his 
gaining the Tict«r; and the crown, wu Ear lO doing, created flnt Earl of Derb; of that 
name, b; Eeor; TIL, in 1486, and died in 1604. Sir William Stank; (brother of the 
laet-mentioned Lord Stanle;) also commanded a considerable bod; of troops, at that 
battle. The aid of Sir William Stanle; against Bichard III. on tbat ooeaaion, contributed 
rer; greatl;, to plaoe Henr; npon the throne of England ; ;et Hear;, forgetful of benefits 
reoeived, caused Sir William Stanley to be beheaded on Tower Hill, on the 16th of 
Februar;, 1495, on a Ter; questionable charge, not of an; treaionabk actions, but of some 
alleged dislo;Bl words. He was of Holt Oastle, in the ooont; of Denbigh, where he had 
large landed posseeeions, besidee great quanlitiea of plate, raone;. Jewels, and other 
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Lord Stanley), and other leaders of the Yorkists,^ for Tarioua 
alleged offeDces ; and the following is an extract &om so much 
of it aa relates to the battle of Blore Heath : — 

"litle before the Erie of Saleaburies departyng from the 

penoaal ■ptopertj ; uiil the fbrfcnture of hu WMlth, it geuerallj iDppowd to ban beeo 
DO tlight motire, in iadDdng Ibkt •raricioiu uid tjmmiotd King, to pat him to dsstb. 
Wben he fought ftt the hcttle of Blora Heath, there «u (ahibit«d * melBiicbolj sod 
molttng bnt Terj oommon effbct of dvH war ; relstiTea dghtiog againat eadi other ; for 
hia brothsn-in-lair, Sir William Troutbeck, who had muiied Margaret, the oId«at titlar, 
and Sir Bidiard Holjnem of Befton, who had manied Elisabeth, the aeoond litttx of Bir 
William Stanley, wers both il"" in that battle. 

I A lilt of the Ti»tiit ooblMnen, knigbti, and other peraona who wav bj that act 
td attainder dedared gnQ^ of high tMBion, and their poaaeaaiona fbrfaited, tot baring 
taken anna agunit Henrj TL, or for other alleged oEoaaei, and their titlea or uamet, 
ara giroi here, in the order in which they appear in the act, ns.: — The EaH of 
Baliabuiyt Bir Thomaa Neville, Sir John KerQlev eon* of the Eari of Stdiabnry; Sir 
IboDMi Earrington, Sir John CoDym, and Bir (Thomaa Fair ; William Stanli7, Eaq., 
•on of the late Thomaa Lord Stanlcr [and brother of Thomas, the then Iiord Stonl^], 
•nd Thomaa Meriog, Eaq., for being engaged at the battle of Blore Heath, m Bnndaj 
next after the Feaat of St.Uatthew the Apoatl^ in thaSSth jearof Henry TL; alao the 
Dulro of York, the Earl of Haroh, the £arl of Warwick, the Earl of Baliibnij, the Earl 
of Botland, John Clinton Lord Olinton, Sir Jdtai W«nlook, Sir Jamea Fiokering, the 
•^ Sir John Otmjtrt, and the aaid Sir Thomaa Parr i John Bonrohier and Bdwud 
Boiimhiar,B*qri., nephew* <^ the Duke of Tork I niomaa Colt, <^ London, Ckotlenian i 
John Clay, of Cbeahuot, in Hotfordahire, Eaq. i Soger Eaton, of Bhrewabory, Eaq. j 
and Bobtrt Bold, bntbcc of Sir Hcoiy Bold, for haTing been in amw with the ToikiatB 
on Friday, the rigil of St. Edward the Confoiaar, in the SSth year of Homy TI., at 
lAdferd,nearLndlowt Aliae,tbe wife of the Earl trfSalitbniyi SirWUliamOIdball, and 
Thomaa Taughan, of London, Eaq., for hanng, the fbm^ at wrHinnhiw^ on the lit 
of Auguat, in the S7th year of Henry TL, and the two latter at London, on the Mb of 
Jdh^ oompatsed and imagined the death of the King, and abett«d and incited the Duke 
of York, and the Earie of Baliibniy and Warwick, to rsbcQlion. Btchotd Orey Lord 
Fowij^* Sir Eauy Badford, and Walter Deremu, Eaq., who had appewed in arm* at 
Ludfbrd with the Torkiita, but apoD the ditperaion of the latter had immediately made 
■obmiiaion to Heniy TL, and*had aolimted mimy, had theb lire* *pared, but the act, 
ft ori^naHy dikwn, dedand all thnr poaaeasona fbifated.t Sot. ^arL 88 HcoryTL 
(l«»).ToLT.fo.M8. 

* Bidiard 0n7 Lord Fowii, waa an adherent to the honae of Tork, for which he waa 
attamted by the Fariiamant of Corenfar of 88th Henry TL| but of whioh the act* and 
proceeding* were annolledtiy the act of 89th HeniyTl. Eewaa with tbeEarbofWarwid - 
andEentat the aiege of Alnwick Oattk^ than held IqrthelAneMtnanain Snd Edward IT. 
Ha mamed Margaret, danghttr of Jame* Lord Aiidle7, and diad in the eth Edwazd IT., 
kaxing lime. 

t Tba King, howerer, did Tiot gire hi* a***nt to the latter part of il^ igaiott Biohard 
drey Lord Fowi*, and Walt«r Serermx. 
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Castell of Middelham in youre couiile of York hiderward, ye of 
youre knyghtly corage, withoute delaye toke the Felde, with 
such of youre Lordes as then was uygh aboute you, and in 
Pryncely manere with grete celerite, spedde the joumay, toward 
the parties that the seid Erie of Salesbury drue and entended to 
come to, which caused hym to dyverte from his first enterprise 
and purpose, and to take another wey to assemble with the seid 
Due of York, and Erie of Warrewjk, that their commyng 
tender myght make a myghtyer felde. In which piogresse 
the seid Erie of Salesbuiy, and Thomas Nevill, John Neyill, 
Knyhtes, sonnes to the seid Erie of Salisbury; Thomas Harryng- 
ton, Knyght ; John Conyera, Knyght ; Thomas Parre, Knyght ; 
William Stanley, Squier, sonne to Thomas late Lord Stanley; and 
Thomas Meryng, late of Tong in the shire of York, Squier, 
accompanyed with grete multitade of people, to the nombre of 
vu. persones and moo, arraied in manere of werre, with their 
Standardes diaplaied, entendying to destroye youre moost Roiall 
persone, the Sonday next after the Eest of Seint Mathewe th' 
apostle, the xxxviii"' yere of youre moost gracious reigne, at 
Blore, in youre shire of Stafford, in the feldes of the same 
Tonne, called Bloreheth, falsely and traiterously rered werre 
ayenst you, and than and there in accomplishment of their fals 
and traitorous purpose, slough James Lord Audeley, and many 
other Knyghtes, and Squiers, and other youre Liege people, 
and more despite didde, many of their throtes cntte, which were 
sent thider by your commaundement, to resiste the fals and 
traiterous purpose of the Erie of Salesbuiy, and also toke John 
Lord Dudley, and other dyvers, Knyghtes, and Squiera, prisono^, 
send thider also by youre commaundement." ^ 

The Parliamentary Rolls of the same Parhament of Coventry,' 
contain a bill of impeachment, which, though it never passed 
into an act, the royal assent having been refused, is interesting 
and important, as showing that, although Thomas Lord Stanley 

> Sol. Fori. SS Eeniy TI. (lUft) toL t. lb. 848. 

> nW. Tol.T.fo.869. 
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had not then taken up amiB for, or avowed himself a partisan 
of, the Duke of York's faction, yet he was so considered by that 
Parliament ; besides which, his brother William Stanley came, 
with many of Lord Stanley's servants and tenants, and fought 
on the side of the Yorkists, at Blore Heath. It is material to 
bear in mind, that Thomas Lord Stanley (afterwards first Earl 
of Derby, of that surname), married Eleanor Neville, daughter 
of the Earl of Salisbury, and sister of Richard Earl of Warwick 
(the King Maker) ; which circumstance, in addition to the 
violence of party, may easily account for the conduct of Lord 
Stanley, and of his brother William Stanley, on the occasion of 
that battle. 

" To the Kyng oure Soverayne Lord ; shewen the Commens 
in this present Parlement assembled. That where it pleased 
yoore Highnes to send to the Lord Stanley, by the servaunt of 
the same Lord fro Notyngham, chargyng hym that upon his 
feyth and legeaunce he shuld come to youre Highnesse in all 
haste, with such felysshep as he myght make. The said Lord 
Stanley, notwithstondyng the said commaundement, came not to 
you ; but William Stanley his brother went, with many of the 
seid Lordes Servauntz and Tenauntz, grete nombre of people, to 
the Erie of Salesbury, which were with the same Erie at the 
distreasyng of youre true Leige people at Bloreheth. 

" Also where youre said Highnes gaffe in commaundement, to 
youre first bogoten sonne, Edward Prynce of Wales, to assemble 
youre people, and his Tenauntz, to resiste the malice of your 
Rebelles, and theruppon the same noble Prynce sent to the said 
Lord Stanley, to come to hym in all haste possible, with such 
felysshep as he myght make. The said Lord Stanley puttyng 
the seid mater in delay, feyntly excused hym, seying he was not 
than redy. Howe be it of his owen confession he had before a 
commaundement fro youre Highnes, to be redy to come to the 
same, with his said felsship, upon a day wamyng ; which delay 
and absence, was a grete cause of the losse and distresse of your 
seid people, atte Bloreheth. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



S2 BATTLE OF CHAP. II; 

" Also where the seid Lord had seot his servaunt, to oiire 
Soverayne Lady the Quene, mA to the acid noble Prytice to 
Chestre, seying that he shuld come to theym in all haste ; and 
after that, he sent to theym, Richard Hokesley his servaunt, to 
Egglesshall, certifying theym, that he wold come to theyme in 
all haste; and desired, for asmoche as he understode that he 
was had in jelosye, that he myght have the vaward ageyne the 
Erie of Salisbury, and his felysshep ; and the seid noble Piynce,- 
by th' advice of his ComiseU, consideryng that the felysship of 
the s^d Lord Stanley was fewer in nombre, than the felysship 
of the said Erie, willed and desired hym to come to the said 
noble Frynce and his felysship, that -they beyng all togedyr, 
myght come to have assisted youre Highnes, which was 
promysed feithfully be his seid servaunt, shuld be perfourmed 
in all haste ; which notwithatondyng was not perfourmed ; but 
in defaute therof, youre people were distressed at Bloreheth 
aforesaid, as is well knowen. Howe be hit, that the seid Lord 
Stanley, was within vi mile of the said Heth, the same tyme, 
accompanyed with iih : men, and rested hym wiUi the same 
felysship be the space of iii dayes after at Newcastell, but ti 
myle oute of Egglesshall, where the Quene and the Frynce then 
were ; and the said Lord Stanley, on the mome next after the 
distresse at Bloreheth, sent a letter for his excuse to oure 
Soverayne Lady the Quene, and the said noble Frynce ; which 
said letter, your said Highnes had sent to him, commaundj^g 
hym by the same, to have come to youre said Highnes with his 
felyshep in all haste ; which came nethir to youre Highnes, to 
the Quene, nor to the seid Frynce, but soo departed home 
agayne. 

" Also when the seid Erie of Salisbury and his felysship, had 
distressed youre said people at Bloreheth, the said Lord Stanley 
sent a letter to the said Srle to Drayton, the same nyght, thankyng 
God of the good spede of the said Erie, rejoysing him gretely of 
the same, trustyng to God that he shuld be with the same Erie 
in other place, to stond hym in as good stede, as he shuld have 
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doon yef he had been with theym there ; which letter the seid 
Erie sect to Sir Thomas HoryDgton, and he shewed hit openly, 
seyiBg ; Sirres, be mery, for yet we have moo frendis. 

" Also where as a squier of the seid Erles, on the Monday 
next after the said distresse, told to a Enyght of youres, which 
was taken prisoner by the felysship of the seid Erie at Blore- 
heth, that a man of the Lord Stanley's, had been witii the seid 
Erie at Drayton, in the momyng of the same day, and brought 
hym word fro the seid Lord Stanley, that your Highnes had 
sent for hym, and that he wold ride to you with his felysship. 
And yef eny man wold resiste or lette the seid Erie to come to 
your high presence, hr his excuse, accordyng to th* entent of 
the said Erie ; that than the said Lord Stanley and his felysship, 
shuld lyre and dye with the sud Erie, ayenst his resiitours. 

" Also where the said noble Fiynce, in fuUGilyng of your high 
commaundement, sent as well for your people and his Tenamitez 
in Werall Hundred, as in Maxfeld Hundred in Cheshire ; the 
said people and Tenauntez, were lette by the seid Lord Stanley, 
so that they mygfat not come to youre Highnes, nor to ye 
presence of the said noble Frynoe. 

" Also where a servaunt and oon of the Cokys of the said 
Lorde Stanleys was hurte atte Bloreheth beyng with William 
Stanley in the felysship of the said Erie of Salesbuiy, and left 
behynde at Drayton; declared openly to dyvers gentilmen of 
the felyssfaep of th' erlez of Shrewysbury that he was sent to 
the s(dd Erie of Salesbuiy, in the name of the said Lord Stanley, 
with moo of his felysship. 

" Also where certayne persones, beyng of the lyrere and 
clothyng of the said Lord Stanley, were take at the Forest of 
Morff, in Shropscshire ; the day afore theire deth confessed, that 
they were commanded in the name and behalve of the seid 
Lord Stanley, to attend and awayte upon the seid William 
Stanley to assist the seid Erie, in such matier, as he intended 
to execute. 

" Of all which metiers, doon and commytted by the said Lord 
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Stauley ; we youro said commens accuse and enpeche hym, and 
pray youre moost high RegaUe, that the same Lord be 
commytted to prison, there to abide after the fourme of lawe.' 
" Le Roy s'advisera." ^ [" Kesponsio." 

I have in several successive years' paid visits to the field of 
battle. At the distance of two miles and a half on the road from 
Drayton, and soon after entering StafiFordshire, the stream before 
mentioned, which is scarcely large enough to be considered a 
river, crosses the road ; and more than once when I have visited 
it, it contained so Uttle water, that I could easily have skipped 
over it. It is called Hemp Mill Brook, and is a tributary of the 
river Tera ; its banks are rather steep, and it flows through a 
narrow valley, over which the road is now carried by a modem 
bridge. At present, from the raising and improving of the 
road, and probably from its having been in some degree turned, 
the descent on either side to the bridge is not great; but at 
the period when the battle was fought, the position of the Lan- 
castrians must have been strong, in consequence of the height 
of the banks of Hemp Mill Brook, the depression of the valley, 
and the abrupt ascent frx)m the stream on the Drayton side, 
where the Lancastrians were posted ; and there is no reason to 
suppose that at that period there was a bridge over the stream. 
The place is evidently much changed, yet even now sufficient 
remains to show that they were strongly posted. 

The exact spot where the battle was fought is easily identified. 
After the traveller has crossed the modem bridge and ascended 
the rising ground at Blore Heath, by the road leading from 
Drayton towards Newcastle, he will observe, at a couple of fields' 
breadth beyond the stream, and on the right side of the road, a 
field called the Cross Field, which at present is entered by the 
third gate on the right from the bridge. This field extends 
from the road in a carved form backwards, and slopes down the 

' Sot. Fori. 88th Henry TI. (1469), toL i. p. 869, 870. 

• I vuit«d the Md of battle on Uie 28th of Augmt, ISGZ, the 17th of June, 1853, the 
10tbofJnne,ie&4,thcllthofHar,lSG5,theiethofHi7aDdtheS0Uiof8epteinber,166e. 
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declivity, until it reaches the stream at aoother point at a little 
distance fix>m the bridge. 

The battle of Blrae Heath was fot^ht on the spot where the 
Cross Field and the other fields near it on each side of the road 
now are; but, as the name implies, it should seem that the 
field of battle was open and unenclosed, in 1459. Near the 
middle of the Cross Field, Lord Audley is said to have been 
slain. A square pedestal, seemingly of great age, with a rode 
stone cross standing upon it, now much battered and injured, 
has been erected to mark the spot where he fell. On the 
pedestal is the following inscription, which is a good deal worn 
by time : — 

ON THIS SPOT 

WIS FOUGHT THB BATTLE OP 

BLOBS HBATH 

IN 14S9i 

LOBD ATJDLEY 

WHO OOUHANDED FOB THB SIDE OF LANCABTEB 

WA8 DBFEATBD ft BLAIN. 

TO FEBPETDATB THE HBHOBY 

OF THE ACTIOS ft THE PLACE; 

THIS ANCIENT MOKITJIBNT 

WAS BEFAIBED IN 

1766, 

AT THB CHABOB OF THB LORD OF THE MANOB, 

CHABLES BOOTHBT BCHB7HBHBB. 

Plot, in his Natural History of Staffordshire} published in 
1686, mentions, amongst the antiquities of that county, " The 
stone set np upon Blore Heath, in memory of Uie fall of James 
Lord Audley, slain just in that place " which is an additional 
proof of an ancient monument having been there, during a long 
period of time. 

Opposite the gate of the Cross Field, and at the distance of a 
field's breadth, on the other side of the road, is a farmhouse and 

' Chap. I. soc. 85. 
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farm called Audley Cross Farm, of wbich that field fonns a part. 
The farm belongs to Sir John N. L. Chetwode, Bart., and is 
occupied by Mr. William Hughes, a respectable and intelligent 
farmer, with whom I have had several conversations, during the 
visits which Z made to the field of battle, as I was in hopes of 
heanng from him of some relics having been dug up; but he had 
not held the farm many years, and was not aware of any dis- 
coveries of that nature having been recently made. He, how- 
ever, informed me, that some relics of the battle had formerly 
been discovered. On the 16th of May, 1856, 1 saw in the pos- 
setision of Mr. George Goodall, a respectable farmer residing in 
that neighborhood, a sword in tolerable preservation, which is 
said to have been found on the field of battJe.* 

Near the back of the formhouse, in a little enclosure, is a small 
raised mount of earth, of a long square shape, on which a thorn- 
tree of rather laige size is growing, which is said to have been 
raised in memory of some person of distinction who was slain 
there. If that be so, the probabihty is, that he was one of the 
Yorkists, because it is a little in the rear of the spot where 
their right wing must have been. 

' Ur.Oeorge 0«odkU lirei upon a btm at Moreton Saj, in ShroiMturc^ thrae milea 
from Market Brajton. Ue ihowedme thetword, and ilated that behsdludit SSjewv, 
and tbat it had prerioiul/ been lor a long psriod in tba poaaaeaion of bi* nnola, and wai 
■aid to haTB bam dug up upon tbe field of the battle of Blow Haath, but that hs did not 
know at what date it had been diacoTered. He alao informed me, that aome pieoaa of 
armour had been fonnerl; (bond in a pit near to, but not i^un, tbe field ofbaUle. 

Tbe blade of the awonl i* S feet lOt inohea long, and dotn to the hilt, it ia about 
It inch wido. The blade ia fluted on both aidea, and with one edge, to mtbin 11 inohea 
of the point, and from thenoe it ha« two edgea, aa if it had been calculated for thniating 
and not for catting. The pommel i* omamenlcd with a ribbed ah^ng pattern, and tbe 
guard ia alto omamenled, and ia 4| inchaa in length. The irttola ia of tteel or iim. 
The hilt i« 6( inehea long, and 8 inidiea in drmmfanDoei and there ii a anbttanoe 
Naembling tbe hard thell-like *kin or corering of aome kind of flih remaining round tba 
gripe of tbe hilt. The whole of the iword ia b)lenib1;p«riect,exoept that for aoma inchaa 
from the pomt it i> injured bj mat. 

I cannot poMiblj doubt the Terad^ of thoae who apoke to me reapeoting it, but they 
maj hare been miiinformed ai to it* hielory. It oartaioty maj have been fonnd at Blore 
Heath, bnt doea not bear an; ancient mtrki upon it, and &om iu appearance^ make, and 
■tnteof pre*erTBtion,Iamdiipoied to think, that it iaofa date contiderab^ more madam, 
tliaii tliut of the battle of Blore Heath. 
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It is impossible for any one, to read the accounts of the old 
dironiclers and annalista, and to inspect the field of battle, 
without being struck with the remarkable resemblance, between 
the spot, and the descriptions of it, meagre aa they may be, which 
they have left as. The stream crossing the high road, by which 
the Earl of Salisbury would naturally advance from Cheshire and 
Staffordshire, on his march towards Ludlow, the strong position 
of the Lancastrians, the name of Blore Heath (still preserved 
ages after the place had ceased to be a heath), and its contiguity 
to Mucklestone, as well as to Drayton, all which circumstances 
are mentioned by the ancient historians, combine, independently 
of tradition, to place the locality beyond dispute.' 



' Abj penon dMiran* of niitiiig both the Idda of battls of ShMmburjt and of Bbr« 
Hmth, maj mtSj do ao, bj going from Shivwtburjr to Battlefidd, and fiwa thenoe to 
Hodnet, and then prooMding bj Uark«t Draf ton, and Bkire Seadi, to tba WhitmoM 
■tation, in Staflbrdahin^ upon tba London and ITarth<WMtcm Bailwaj [ or tiee vtrti. 
In either caic^ ha will hara an opportunity, if diapoeed to arohBOlogioal pnnuits, of 
Tinting on the way, a nmaifcabk and oorioot ralio of tntiqui^, called the Bury Wallt, 
upon the estate of the Tiaooant Hill, and not moM than half a mile from bii park 
(Ha«k«tone). The place called Bury Walla, ia geoerall; believed to have been a Boman 
atation, and iu eitnordinarjr and almoat perfect nunparte, mouDdt, and ditchea, are rvry 
inlaiMting, and ranlj to be found equalled in tbia oounlrj. The baantiful acenery of 
Hawhalone Park and gnxmda, wall merita the attencian of peraona trarelling in that rici- 
ni^, whether Uuj aie eroIuMdagiati or notj and, thanke to the libcrali^ and kindneaa 
of the noble owno*, atrangera are allowed acoeaa to the walki and Tiewa, without any 
other natiietion, than aome triTial onei, with rsapeot to the mode of eujoying thsmaelTea, 
nu^ aa taking re&eahmenle or oosTiTiol pnurtioea, wbieh are generally oonaideTed objeo- 
lionaUe, and are much better aroMbd in a noUenun'i paA. 
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CHAPTER 111. 



THE 

FIELD OF THE BATTLE 
NORTHAMPTON.' 



" The King fimn ont the town who drew fab ft>ot aud hone, 
Aa willuig to gire full field-room to hu force, 
Doth pan the mei Ifen, ne«r where it down doth inn, 
Stota bis fint fonntaui'* head, u near to Harsington, 
AdTued of a plaoe, by nature ibongly wrought. 
Doth there enoamphia power: the Barlof Harok, whoeought 
To prove hj dint of (word, who shoold obtain the daj, 
B>om 'DiwoeatCT train'd on hie power* in good array. 
'Xlie raward Warwick led (whom no ttteoipt ooold fear) ; 
The middle Uarch himrulfj and Faloonbiidge the rear. 
Now JdIj mter'd waa, and e'er tbe reatleai son 
Thne hour*' Moeot had got, the dreslliil fight bcf^." 

UiooAXL Dmnot^M PotyolNiM, Song SSod. 

Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick,' having landed, in the 
sammer of 1460, from Calais, at Sandwich, with the Earls of 
March' and Salisbury,* and having been met by Thomas 

■ The paper npon the Field of tbe Battle of SotthMSpton wai read hy the author in 
pcmon, before a meedng of the Sooiet; of Antiquaries on the 81<t of Jannaij, 1966, and 
the thanks of tba meeting were Toted for it to the author. 

* Biidtard Nerillc^ the great Barl of Warwick, called tbe Eing-Uaker, tbe aon and heir 
of Bichard Nerille, Eari of Saliabniy, by Alice tiii wile, daughter of Thomai de Uontacute, 
Earl of Sali«l>a)7,wai slain at the battle of Bamet, on tbe 14th of April,147L—SwQup.n. 

* Bdward Earl of March, bom on tbe 28th of April, IMS, wm the oldeet ion tl 
IKcbard Duke of York, bjCecilyhia wife, daughter of Balpb Neville, flnt Earl of West- 
moreland ; and after tbe death of bi« father he claimed the throne, in ooniequenoe of 
being deeoraided team Lionel Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward IIL He waa after- 
wards King Edward 17.— Sea Chap. V., and Pedigreee Not. 1 and 2, Chap. IS. 

* Eichatd Keville, Earl of Salisbui?, third ton of B«lph Neville, first Earl of West- 
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BoDTchier, Archbishop of GanterbiiTy,^ and other peraonB of 
distiaction, sopportera of the party of the Duke of York, 
proceeded towards London. Id passing through Kent they 
were jcaned by Cobham* and many other personages of 
influence; and on the 2nd of July, 1460, they entered London, 
with a great accession to their forces, where they were cheer- 
fully received by the Mayor and citizens, and of which they 
took quiet possession, except the Tower, into which Lord 
Scales' and other Lancastriaa leaders had retired, and which 

Bwnbnd, bj Joan, hii laDOnd wila, danghtir of John of Omnnl, Duka of tMlcuter, wu 
pot to death tAw the battle of Wakefield, in USa.—Stt Chap. IL 

■ IboiDit BoordiMr, Arohbiibop <^ Cantarbtuj, wm of the blood rojal of EagfauMl, 
bafaig a tan of William Lord Bourahier, (Earl of Ewe in Normaadj) and Anne hia 
wifav daughter of TboinM<tfWooditock, Duke of QloDceit«ir(iiith wn ofEdirard KL), 
and Eleanor hia iril^ dau^tar of Hamphiy de Bohnn, Earl of Het«find and ConataUe of 
England, and widow of Edmond Eari of Stafford. He waa a brother of Bouy BourehiM-, 
Eari of Ewe, afterward* of Ttmnr, and became Biihop of Ely, and afbrwaida Archbiibop 
of Canterbotj, in 14M, and ratained that lee until h» died, rery aged, in 1486, baling 
hdd it thii^-twa Teua, and in tba Migni of Sie king*. He w*« abo Lord Chancellor and 



■Cylad**LordCobham"b7HallandEoliD«bed) and b;Saiidford,p.89e( and "Edward 
Broko Lord Cobbam" b; Dngdale, in hia Sanmagt, <roL a. p. 1G9. But lee Dogdale'e 
Banmigt, vol. iiL p. £81, wbera he ia oalled " Sir Edward Brooke^ EJiight, called Sir 
Sdwud Brooke of Cobbam," the aon of Sir Thomas Brooke and Joan his wife. Aoccrding 
toDngdal^ he farourad the titleof the Duke of York, upon hie return oat of Ireland, in 
the 28th ;ear of Bturj TI. i took part with the Eari* of Saliebnir and Warwick, on 
pnrpoae to nuH an anny, which, nnder the pretence of remoring eril eountellor* fram the 
Xing, might adranoe the dnke to the throne. He fought againit the I«ni>atriani at the 
fint battle of St. Alban'*, in 1466 [ and, after &e acoeaiion to the throne of Edward IT., 
attended him into the fiorth, when the I«ncMtri»n* were endeavonring to make bead 
again, and had got poeeearioa of eome ttrong placea ia ITorthnmb«riBnd, Jo 1*62. He died 
in the fourth year of Edward IT., and wat *nc«««ded b; John Brook^ bi* ton and heir, 
who had flnt iununoni to Parliament bj tba title of Lord Cobham, in the twelfth jear of 
Edward IT. t ecniequentlj, although the son was ennobled, tbwe doea not appear to be 
any good author!^ for Hall's and Eolinshed's designating Ihe btbcr a* Lord Cobbam. 
" Now, as they pateed throngh Kent, there came to them the Lord Cobham, John Gilford, 
William FeA, Bobert Hmae, and manie other gcntlsmm."— HoUosbed'i ChromcUt, 
ToL L fb. 668. 

■ Thomas Lord Scales, of Ifucels, in Herefordshire^ was a commander of celebrity in 
the French war*. Ait<r being oompdled to turrendtt the Tower of London, eubsequenUy 
to the battle of Northampton, in 1460, be endearonred to escape by water) bnt, being 
discOTcnd by some of the Earl of Warwick'* men, wm captured and pnt to death by 
lliem. Hi* daughter and heiress, Eliiabeth, was married, first, to Heniy BourchJer, 
second aoD of Henry Bourchicr, Earl of Rutt ; and afterward* to Anthony WideriUe or 
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the Yorkists immediately besieged. Without waiting for its 
surrender, the Earls of March and Warwick, with the liords 
Falconbei^' and Clinton,* Viscount Bourchier' (Earl of Ewe), 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Exeter,* and 

WcNlerilk, eld«it eon of Biobird WidorillA or Woderme, Gu4 Biran, b; Jaqiietts hi* wila, 
dkughtn of Feto' of LazsmboiiTg, Girl of St. Vml, and widow of Jobs Duke of BedfoKl, 
Begentof France and third Hiu of King Henr; IT., who lucoesded to tfaosaridom of BiTera 
aftv bis falliei't da»th. Antbony Woderille beouue, in tight of bit wifo BliMb«th 
(daughter of ThomM Lord Scaln), Lord Soales, and efterward* Earl Bittn. He waa 
bnitbsr of Bliiabeth, Qnecm of Edward IT. (^ Faan'i CoUteli«n iff Original Lttltrt, 
T(d. L p. 199, note 9 j Dngdal^i Baronagt, toL L p. S18, toI. iiL pp. 231-233 ; Catatogne 
tf Jfaiilify, bj Balph Brooke, pp. 198, 191.) He wu, when Borl BtTsn, bdKsded at 
PoDta&act, by order of the Connoil, donng the Protectorate, and, m is bdiered, at the 
inatigation of Bichard Duke of Oloucsater, without anj trial, on the 13tb of June, 14S3. 
IiOid Biobard Ore; (son of the Qoeea Dowi^er BliMbetb, hj her first husband. Sir John 
Owf of Orol^, son of Edward Qray, Lord Fsrrsn, of Orob;) and Sir Thomai Taugh«D 
were eiaouted there at the aame time. Hie Woderillea were originallj of tbe Lancaatriao 
party ; and Sir John Onj of Oroby, tbe first husband of Elitobeth, lost bis life fighting 
for that part;, et the first battle of St. AOnid's, in 1466 1 but, after Bliubetb's charms bad 
made s oonqoeat of the heart of Bdwsrd, and be had niarried her, tbe Woderilles became 
■tanmdi Torkiite. 

1 William Nerille, Lord Falconberg, aflenrards Earl of Ecmt, was a jonnger eon of 
Balph NeriDe, fir«t Bsrl of Weetmorelaad, b; Joan his seooDd wifc^ daughter of John of 
Qaont, Duke of Lancaster, and was an nnole of Biohard Neville, Bsrl of Warwick, called 
tbe Eing-Haker. He was a decided Yorkist, distinguished himself at the battle of 
Towton, and wa« created Earl of Bent in tbe first year of Edward IT., and died in the 
second year of that king's reign. 

* John Clinton, Lord OlinlOD, serred in mora than one expedition into EVance, was 
originally a Lanosatriail, but forsook thst party in the thirty-eighth year of Heniy TL for 
that M tbe Duke of York, for which he was attainted, and his lands deaUi«d oonfiacated 
by the Parliament of Coventry, in the thirty^igbth year of Henry TL, 1459; but all tbe 
acts and prooeedingt of that Parliament were declared void by an act of Parliament of 
39tb Heoiy TI. (See Sot. Pari 89 Henry TI. (1460), TCd. r. p. S74.) His ettatea and 
honours wen reatored on tbe aocessioa of Edward IT. 

* Btaij Bonrohiir, onginally Earl of Ewe in Normandy, sfUrwsrda Lord Bourehier, 
•on and heir «f William Lord Bonrobier, Bari of Bwi^ by Antie, daughter of Thomas of 
Woodstock, Duke of Olouoeeter, sixth eon of Edward III., was brother of Thomas 
Bourofaiw, Bishop of Ely, afterwards Archbishop ot Oanterbnry, was created Tisoount 
Bourdiier in the twenty-fifth year of Henry TI., and wai also oieated Earl of Eases in 
(he first year of Edward IT-, and died in 148S. 

' Oeorge Nerille was consecrated Bishop of Exeter in 1466, beoame Lord Chancellor in 
1460, and was afterwaida Archbishop of Tork, in 1466. He was the fourth son of 
Biuhard JTeriUe, Earl of Salisbury, and brother of Bichard Nerille, the great Eari of 
Warwick. He was Bishop of Exeter before he was twenty-five yean old, and Lord 
C^uneellor in 1460, before be fa»d completed his thirtieth year, and died in 1476. 
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otber bishops and noblemen, left London with an army, a great 
portion of which came out of Kent, Essex, Surrey, and Sussex, 
amounting altogether, as some writers state, to 35,000 men, 
and proceeded towards Henry VI.,' leaving the Earl of Salisbury, 
Cobliam, and Sir John Wenlock, in London, to take care of the 
city, keep the citizens firm in their fidelity, and push the siege 
of the Tower." 

Henry VI. was at Coventry when the confederate earla were 
in Eent. On receiving intelligence of what was taking place in 
London, he — or, perhaps, it would be more correct to say, 
Queen Margaret,' in his name, obtained money by compositions 
for knighthood, and loans irom the prelates and convents, and 
irom such of the nobility as were attached to the Lancastrian 
party, and raised a large army to provide for bis defence, and 



■ HkU, Holinabed, Stow. 

) H>JI,fo.l76i Haliiubed,Tol.i. £>.6H. "Then the BarlM of Hardi and Warwike, 
with the Lords E^noonbriga, Clinlon, Bonndur oalled the Eule of Ewe, Uw Pijor of 
Saint John*!, Andlef, BnrgaTeimj, Ssj, and Scrope, Uie Archbithop, the Pope'i Legate, 
the Bishopi of Ezoeetcr, Bl;, Balitbiuy, and Boofaeeter, addreteed them forth to the Eii^ 
at Northampton, leaTing the Earla of SaliabnT; to be goTonooF of the dtie in their abMooe. 
The Lord Scslee and Songerford, that before the oomming of the Barlet were in tbecitte 
of London, and would hare had the govemonoe tha«of, went to the Tower of London, 
and with them the Lotde Temy, Lorell, Ddaware, Kendale a Oisooigne ) Ejiighta, Sir 
Edmoml Hampden, Thomas Bmne Sberifo of Kent, John Brain of Kent, Qerraia Clifton 
Tnororer of the King's Souse^ Thomas I^tbU, the Dutchee of Eioester, an j manj other. 
Thm was the Tower of London beaieged both bj water and land, that no Tiotoalls might 
oome to them. And the? that were within the Tower cast wild fire into the city, and shot 
manj small gunnes, whereby they brent and slew men, women, and ohildren, inthestnetesi 
aleo ths7 of the dtj lajd great gons on the further side of the Thames againat the ^wer, 
and bra^ the walls ta dirers places." — Stow's AuiiaU, pp. 408 and 400. 

■ Margaret, usoallj called Margaret of Anjon, Queen of Henry TI., was the danghter 
of Bent, Duke of Anjou | was married to Henry TT. at Sonthwick, in Hampihiie, on the 
S2nd of .^ril, 1445, and was crowned at Westminster on the SOtb of Hay fallowiDg. On 
the 18th of October, 1458, Edward, the only child of the marriage, wag bom. AAer the 
defeat of the Lanoutrians at the battle of Tewkeebuiy, and bia murder, on the 4tb of May, 
1471, Margaret fled, and took tanotnary in a poor religious booM^ and was brought fiom 
thence prisoner to London, and Etmy died in the Tower Tfrj loon after the battle. A 
considerable time afterward* she wae wnt home to her fttber, Snke Beni, baring been 
ransomed by Lonis XI. King of France for 50,000 oiowns ; and nothing mor^ oonnected 
with England, oocmred respecting her, during the remainder of her lifc^ which was passed 
in retirement, and she died in France, in 1462. 
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proceeded with the Duke of Somerset,' who had recently arrived 
from Gnisnes, the Duke of Buckingham,' and other noblemen 
and knights, to Northampton, where the King took up bis 
abode at the IViary.' 

The confederate earls, at the head of the Yorkist army, 
proceeded northward to meet Henry, and took up a position 
between Towcester and Northampton.* 

Queen Margaret, judging from the power of the Lancastrians 
assembled at Northampton, that they were fiilly able to meet in 
hostile conflict the forces of the Yorkists, took upon herself to 
encourage" her friends and supporters ; and when the whole of 
the King's forces were assembled, they issued out of North- 
ampton, and, crossing the river Nen, or Nene, proceeded into 
the meadows on the southward side of the town, and in that 
part of them which is close to Delapre Abbey," a religious house 



' Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somenet^ the ddett md of Edmuod Beaufort, Duke of 
SofDVHt (aUin st the flnt battle of St. Albui'* on the 22nd of Haj,* 14&5}, b; Ekeoor 
hi* wife (daughter of BJohaixl Beauohamp, Earl of Warwick), had a military commaiid 
and MTTed in the wan in France. He fought at the battle of Towton, in 1461, on 
the aide of the Lanoaetriaiu, and after the defeat there, escaped with Heniy TI. into 
Sootland, wa« afterwaidi [Midoned bj Edward IT., but, hanng rerolted, was taken at the 
battle of Haxhain, and bduaded in U08. Afier hii death, hie brother Edmund (the 
Koond Km) wie alio Duke of Bomtraet, and was beheaded after the hattk of Tewkeabuiy, 
in 1471, in which battle Jcba (tba third aon) wa« »bun. 

I Humphry Stafford, Duke of Bnckinghatn, WM the aon and heir of Edmund Staffiird, 
Earl of Stafibid, b; Anoe Flantagenet, daughter of Thoma* of Woodalook, Duke of 
Glonceater, lixth aon of Edward HI., and was created flnt Duke of Buckingham, of that 
family, in 144S, and declared to take preoedenoe of all other dukee in England. He 
manied Ann^ daughter of Balph Nerille, Br»t Eari of Westmoreland. 

The atrangB and monniM latali^ which attended the principal memben of five ge- 
nera&ma of this noblamon'* powerful and eminent bmilj, will be mentioned aAerwards 
in this chapter. 

* Blow's Anaais, to. 409. 

* Holinshed's Chronicle*, vol. i. fo, 654 

• The Bishop of Hereford also encouraged the King** adherent! to fight, (or which he 
was, after the battle, impriioned in Warwick Oastle, and remained a long time a prisoner. 
— Blow's JmmU, fo. 409. 

■ Stew's ..JiM<ib,f(>. 400. 

• The 22nd of Ma; aooording to DugdaU, in his Saronaga, toL L pp. 166 and S48 1 
and Bsndford, p. 821 1 but the 23rd of Hay according to Hall, Holinshed, and Qrefton. 
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of Cluniac duds id the pariah of Hardingstone, stroDgly in- 
treoched themselves,^ aad awaited the arrival of their eDemiea, 
and prepared to fight them there. The position, Id a miUtary 
point of view, was most ill judged. It possessed do natural 
advantages, but the contrary ; for, by placing themselves on the 
southward side of the river, which seema to have been done with 
a view to deprive their adversaries of the advantage of having 
it Id their front, the Lancastrians seem to have lost sight of the 
peril aDd chance of destructioD, Id case of d^eat, from having 
the river in their own rear ; an error which caused most lament- 
able consequencea to them after the battle. 

The Bishop of Sahsburj, with the assent of the other bishops 
and of the noblemen who were on the side of the Yorkists, was 
sent to the King with pacific overtures, but without an; aatis- 
fiactory result ; for, although somewhat inferior in numbers, the 
Lancastrians seem to have been over confident in their forces, 
and in the strength of their position. In the night the Yorkists 
removed their camp towards Northampton, and both parties 
prepared for battle. 

On the 9th * of July, 1460, the Earls of Warwick and March, 
accompanied by Viscount Bourchier, Lord Falconberg, and 
others, advanced with their forces, and the battle commenced 
about seven o'clock in the morning. According to one account, 
their van was led by the Earl of Warwick, and after him followed 

I "(hecnuedherarmj to Unu ont of tbs tone and t« puw the i^to- of Naie ; and 
there in the newe {Me, betweene Hanjngton [Eu-dingitone] and Sandifford, the oiqit- 
tajnea itrongely emparked themteliea with high bankea and depe trsudiei." — Hsll'i 
ClirviMai, fo. 176. See a simitar aooonnt in Holinihed's Ciromicle*, fo. 664. The 
meadoira and Del^irj Abbej are in the pariah of Hardingstone. I hare not beni able to 
learn that Ui«e ii any plaoe or ford there, called Sandifbrd. It probablj waa s ford of 
tboriTsrKen, &a name and titnation of whiohan now forgottm. 

' Hall, Holinahed, Orafton, Speed, and Dngdale, vol. i. p.806,and ToLiL p. 161. It 
i* remarkaUe that Dngdal^ in different parte of hit Saroaafft, doe* not alwaje giTe the 
data oontistentlj. He oalla it the EKh of Jnl;, in rol. L p. SOS, and toL iL p. 161 ; the 
27th of JdI}, in toL i. p. 166 1 tbe 10th of Jul;, in roL i. p. 8B1 (where he ptoteuet to 
giveacopjof the epitaph of the lEarl of Shrew*biU7,«lBin in the battle of If ortbanpton)) 
and the 10th of July, in toL ii. p. 64 ; and Balph Brooke, p. 197, and Stow, p. 409, alao 
call it the lOih of Jul;. 
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the Earl of March, with the banner of his &ther ; others state 
that the Earl of March conunaDded the van, the Earl of Warwick 
the middle, and Lord Falconberg the rear body. During the 
battle, Edmnnd Lord Grey, of Ruthen,* who was in the Lan- 
castrian army, betjayed his trust, and, having a command in a 
part of the King's camp, where, in consequence of a deep trench, 
and of a rampart, fortified with piles and sharp stakes, with 
which the camp was encompassed, ao that the Yorkists could 
not enter without great danger, be and his men assisted the 
Yorkists to get within the intrenchments, and greatly conduced 
to the defeat of the Lancastrians.' 

Another circumstance occurred which was a great disad- 
vaptage to the Lancastrians: there was a considerable fall of 
rain on that day, and the cannons, with which the camp of the 
King was in some degree at least, defended, were prevented by 
the wet, &om being of the service that they otherwise might 
have been.^ 

The battle however lasted some time, with obstinacy and 
fierceness, the victory being uncertain until nine o'clock, when 
the King's army was completely defeated. Many of his forces 

■ Bdmund Lord Qnj, of SnUwn, wm the gmuUon »nd heu of Sir Begiuld Orej 
(being the Km of Sir John Orej, bis aldeat Km, who died in hii lifetime^ bj hii fint wife 
Hargvet, d&nghter of Ipmiiun Lord Booa), and wu created Eait of Sent, in the fifth 
jtar of Edward IT. Hi* detertioa from the OMue of Eearj TI. it mentioned 1^ Ldand, 
who atatei that " In the tjme of the dfile war, betwixt King Henrj the TL and King 
Edwerde the IT., there waa » battaille &iight hard without the loath fuhnrbe* of North- 
ampton," and thftt the Lord Fanbope took King Hanty'i part) and Leland prooeeda 
thn« I — "Ibe Lorde Qnj, of Bnthint^ did th» *>me in oonntenanoe. But a litis afore 
the fedd he praotiaid with King Bdward, & other, ujing that he had a title to the 
Lords I^annope'B landea at Antehil and there abonte, or depi«Ting b;rm with (alie McniM> 
tiont, »o wronght with King Bdwaide, that ba, with al hi* atrong bsod of Waltchemen, 
bile to King Edwandea part, upon pronuM that if Bdwwde wan the fedde, he *haul ha*e 
Antebil and raoh landea ae Fannope had there," 

" £dwarde wan the laelde^ and Qra; optonid Antehille imm p trtiaaa ti i* i and atil en* 
eMaaing in Iktonr with Xing Bdwardc^ wu at the lasle, made b; bjm Erie of Kente." — 
Ldond'i IHmtraiy, toL i. fo. ISO [IIS].— Ampthill, in Bedfordehir^ ii the phu)e meant ■• 
haring belonged to Lord Fanhope, 

■ HoUnthed'* CiroaielM, T<d. i. to. 6U. 
*atow'e.iwMb,fb.4IW. Speed's Sutorj>,fti. 81^ 
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were slain in the battle and in their flight towards the town. 
and great numbers were drowned in the river Nen ;^ for, as 
before observed, it was in their rear, and consequently between 
them and Northampton, and it proved a most serious disad- 
vantage to the fugitives, when flying towards the town ; so 
that the Xjancastrians felt, to their grievous loss, the impolicy 
of taking up a position with the river in their rear. The King 
was left to his &te by the vanquished, and was speedily cap- 
tured by the victors.' 

Amongst other persons of distinction on the Lancastrian 
side, slain in the battle, were the Duke of Buckingham, the Earl 
of Shrewsbury," his brother Sir Christopher Talbot, Viscount 
Beaumont,^ Lord Egremont," and Sir William Lucy, who 

I The nnmber of the alun and drowned U itated to hare amoimtad to neudj 1(^000. 
Tbare ■mini to haTe htea, &om tiniM of verj ramote antiquity, » bridge orer tb* river at 
ITorthamplon, near the CMtle ; trot from Qia nairow and inoonTeoimit form of bridge* at 
tbe date of Uw battle, it oonld not afford rnnoh chance of Moape to manj of the fhgiliTea, 
The preeent bridge ii modem, and not upon the site of the old one. 

> "The Erlea of Mwoh, Warwick, and SaliabTri, com from Oalaj* to Dorar, and to to 
London and Korthampton, and there botewithowtetlie town, vhcm the Duke of Boking' 
han, tbo Brie of Shrobbetbyri, the Tuoount Bwomont, tbe Lorde Bgramont, were ilajn, 
and inai^ knigfattet and iqajert with othar, and the King taken priaoner." — Jjeland*! 
O>H.T0liLfo.497[714]. 

■ John Talbot, ucond Eari of Bhivwabuij, wu the aon ilai hat of John lUbot, Bret 
Earl of Shrewaburf, the celebrated oommander, renowned for hii warlike exploits tn Fruioe, 
and aUin hj a cannon ahot at the battle of Caetillon, near Bonrdeaui, on the 7th * of Julj, 
1463, andof hii wile)£aud,d»nghlecandheireMofThomaaITeTille, lordFumiTaL 

< He was original^ John Lord Beaumont, eon of Hetur^ Lord Beaumont and Elicabeth 
hii wife, daughter of William Lord Willonghbf of Breeb;, and waa in the eighteenth jsar 
of H«Di; TI. advanoed to the dignity of a Tuconnt (a title not prertooil; ntcd in Bn^and), 
bj tbe title of TiMotmt Beaumont, with pracedenoe orer all Baront of the realm [ after 
hi* death »t the batUe of Northampton, he waa aucceedad in hii title, and hi* prinoiplea, 
bf hit ton and heir, WiUiam Tiacoont Beanmont, who fought on the Lancaatrian lide at 
the battle of Towlon, for which he wai induded in the aot of attainder of lit Edward IT^ 
but waa reetored b; Parliament in the Snt, and died in the twenty-fourth year of 
Henry Til. 

1 Thomas Percy, Lord Egramont, oiiginally 8ir niomat Ferey, Knight (the third imi 

* On the 7thof July, 1463, according to Balph Brooke, p.l96; on the SOth of July, 
according to Dogdale, toI. i. p. 330 ; but on the 7th of July, on the same pa^ where be 
profcBwa to give a copy of the epitaph of tbe Earl of Shrewaboiy, slain in the battle near 
Bourdeani, from hi* monument at Whitchurch, in Shropihire. 
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hastened to take a part in the fight, and immediately on joining 
in it. received hiB death wound, by a blow on the head, with an 
axe. A considerable slaughter amongst persons of distinction, 
is said to have been caused by the Yorkist leaders directing 
their men to spare the common soldiers, but to despatch the 
noblemen, knights, and gentlemen. Many of the Lancastrians. 
however, were taken prisoners, in consequence of their having 
alighted from their horses, to fight on foot ; a mode of fighting 
very likely to be adopted, when it is borne in mind that they 
were to fight behind intrenchments. 

The Duke of Somerset and others narrowly escaped, and fled 
with Queen Margaret, and Edward Prince of Wales,^ into the 
bishopric of Durham. 

The confederate earls having obtained the victory, waited 
upon the King with all outward show of respect ; but imme- 
diately conveyed him to London, and lodged him in the bishop's 
palace. 

The body of the Duke of Buckingham was interred in the 
church of the Grey Friars' at Northampton ; that of the Earl of 



of Beeatj, llie seooni Bm-1 of JTorthumbedaiid, «ba was ilaiii at tb« flnt battle of Saint 
Alban'a in 1456, and Eleanor hii wife, daughter of Balph Notille, fint Barl of Weatmor«- 
land, and widow of Bichard Lord Spanoar), waa oivated Lord Egremont, in the twentj- 
eightb jmr of Henr; TL 

' Edward Prinoe of Walea wt« the onlj child of King Henr; TI. and Qneen Maigarat 
(usuallj called Margaret of Ahjod). He waa bom in the Eing'i palaoe at Weatminiter, 
on the 13tbof October, 1463, in the thirtj.fint year of Henr^TI., end waa orcat«d Prince 
of Walea and Earl of Cheater on the 16th of March, in the thirty-aecond jear of hia 
fathfir*! reign. At the age of aercnlcen he waa aSlsnoed in France to Anne Tferille, the 
lecond danghter of Bichard Earl of Warwick, oallad the Kiag-Maker. The mnrder of 
Prince Edward, inunediately aft«r tha battla of Tewlie«bui7 in 1471, will be natiMd in 
Chapter VII. After hia doth, Anne, his widow, waa married to Bichard Duke of Oloueeater, 
aftemtd* King Bichard IIL 

> Cafatoffu* qf NobiUty, bj Balph Brooke. The Qief Friara Monaaterjr waa in tbe 
iiorth.eaat quarter of the town, but ia now demoliahed, and moat of ita lite ia bnilt upon ; 
but it ttood in that part of tha town which now liea between Newlsnd and Victoria Btreeta, 
and to the eoatward of the upper end of Orey Frian Street and of Lad; 'a Lane : a amall 
portion of ao ancient wall, with buttreaaea, and aome little remainaof maeonr;,bQtlt up in 
tbe walla of (he adjoining houaea, are now Tiaibl^ contigaou* to a deep hollow or depree- 
•ion, which lie* on tbe noithvard aide of Victoria Btreet, and formed part of the monaatio 



.dbyGoOgIC 



48 BATTLE OF CHAP. III. 

Shrewsbuiy was conveyed to Worksop,' and there buried ; those 
of some of the leaders were interred in the Hospital of St. John, 
in Bridge Street, in Northampton ■' and others in the Abbey 
Dehipre, adjacent to the field of battle;' but the exact spot 
where the cemetery of the abbey was situated is not now 
known. 
The Duke of Buckingham was of royal lineage,* being the 

edifice. ItB ate hu mUo been identifled bj itone ooSm diworend new then, in eiai- 
ntiag tlie toil for building purpoaea. 

> Catalog%» of Ifobilify, bj lUlph Brooks. 

■ The Hotpitsl of St. Jatrn in Bridge Street, ij one of the old oharitftble inititutiont 
which is itill kept up. The ancient edifice, with ita handaome roae window, and Ua cumna 
littla chapd, are well worth a Tiait. 

* Lelaodatateai — "There waaagnat baUiUefanght inHeni; tbe6tb tjmeat ITorth. 
ampton on the Hille withottte the loutbe Osle, where U a right goodlj Croaw, csullid 
•* I reniembre the Quene'a Croaie, and man; Waltchmen were drounid jn Aron B.jjtr 
at thia conflict. Uanj of thcmi that wcov alajn won buried at De la praj : and nun 
at St. John* Eoapitale."--Lelaiid'a Itinerary, vol. i. fo. 9 [10]. The battle waa certainly 
fought at the aonthward aide of the town, and near Qoeen £leanor'a Oroea, j«A there eeema 
to be iome want of eve on Leland'a part, in itating that the battle wu fought on a hill 
near tbe oroaa. Altbough not fax from the oroia, the plaoe where it waa fonght ia not a 
hill, altbough the ground haa a gradual aaoent from the river and Delaprd Abb^, np to 
the oroH, whioh atandi rather elevated, and ii a oonBpicuoua object from the abbey, and 
ite park and grounda. Again, he it eridentl; inoorrect in mentioning the rivtr Avon, 
instead of the river Hen or Nene. 

* The deeoent of the Buke of Buckingham from King Edward III. waa aa fbllowa : — 
Eumphrej de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, a Dobleman of immenie poaaesaioni, had two 
daughten, hia ooheinaae*. Eleanor, tbe eld«at daughter, married Thomas of Wooditock, 
Duke of Slouoealcr, aixth aon of Eing Edward III. Thomaa Duke of Qloooeeler had hj 
bet, amongat other iunc^ a daughter Ahim^ whoee flnt huiband Edmund Stafibrd, fifth Bad 
of Stadbrd, wai alain atthebatUeof Shrawibory. They bad a eon, EmnphR7, flnt Duke 
of Buckingham, who married Annc^ daughter of Balph Neville, flnt Earl of Weatmoieland, 
and waa aUin at the battle of Northampton. Their eldeit ion waa Humphrey Earl of 
Stafibrd, who married Margaret^ daughter of Edmund Beaofbit, Dnke of Somcraet, and 
waa alain at the flrtt battle of Saint Alban'a. Thar ion Henry Slaflbrd, aecond Duke of 
Buokinghain, married Eatherine, daughter of Bichard Wideville or Woderille, Bari of 
Bivera, and wan executed in the flnt year of Biohard III. Beaidea the deeoent of Henry 
Slaffbrd, aecond Duke of Buckingham, from Edward III., aa above mentioned, he waa 
aUo deacended &om him, through hia (the Duke of Buokingham'a) mother, Uargaret 
Beaufort, (ivm John Beaufort, EarlofSomeraet (aonof Johnof Qaunt,Dukeof Lanoaater, 
fourth ton of Edward III.), by ElaUierine Bwinfbrd, but bom before tbdr marriage, in 
whioh delect of a legitimate title, \>j hia maternal deeoent, hia caas teaembled that of King 
Henry Til. The Doke of Buckingham, however, &om one or both of thoM eoonxa of 
descent, probably flattered bimaelf with the hope of one daybmng King of England ( and 
it baa been very reaaonably auggeated, that it was fbrtonate for the Earl of Bichmond, 
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SOD and heir of Edmund Stafford, fifth Earl of Stafford, by 
Anne Flantagenet, daughter of Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of 
Gloucester, youngest son of King Edward III. A strange 
and mournful fatality attended the principal members of the 
great and powerful family of the Duke of Buckingham, during 
fire generations. The father, bod, grandson, great-grandson, 
and great-great-grandson, all died violent deaths. Edmund 
Stafford, fifth Earl of Stafford, was slain fighting on the part of 
Henry lY., at the battle of Shrorsbury, in 1403; his son, 
Humphrey Stafford, first Duke of Buckingham, was slain at the 
battle of Northampton, fighting for the Lancastrian party, in 
1459; his son, Humphrey, Earl of Stafford, was slun at the first 
battle of St.Albaa'8. also fighting for that party, in 1455; his 
son, Heory Stafford, second Duke of Buckingham, was beheaded 
in the first year of Richard HI., in 1483 ;' and his son, Edward 

aftenmd* King Henry Vli., that hii £nt «p«dition »nd attempt to land in Inglaod, 
wu • total bilare, and terminated in the execution of the Duke of Buakinghsm i fc« if 
Hut powerfiil and ambitioni noblsnian hsd niooeeded in deposing Biohard III., it i* twj 
probabla that he would h**e attempted to hare acdied the throne^ in hii own ri^it, 

Mai7, the aBeond daughter of Enmphrej ds Bohou, Bad of Hereforcl, married Heo^ 
Earl of Darby, alterwarda King Hairy IT. i and it *honld be here obMrred, that the 
Duke of Buoktngham waa entitled, by deaoent from Bleanor, ddeet daughter of the 
Earl of Henford, to at leart half of hit gnat poaaeaiiona. ASti the line of Eenij IT. 
bad become oitinot, the other half wae Tested in Edward IT. and his heirs g but Bucking* 
ham Goniidered himsdf entitled to it, as heir at law of Mary, the second daughter of the 
Bari of HcMford. Shakeepeare seldom wrote without a mouiing, and from what ia abora 
stated, his object is the drama of Biaiar^ III. will be at onoe apparent, in caueing the 
Duke of Qlonoeiter to oflbr the following induoemeut to the Duke of Bookiogbam to sup- 
port his claim to the throne i — 

" And look whea I am King, claim thou of ma 

Hie earldom of Hercfcrd, and all the moreablee 

Whereof the King, my brother, was possened." 

Sbikbifbabb'b Kiag Siekard III., aot iii. eccne 1. 
It aeema probable that in Shakcapeare'B time the word "moveablea" was not need ia the 
same sense in which wo now use it, for at present Uiat word would be oouiidered strangely 
iitapplieaUe to landa, castles, manon, ka. 

' Historian* have not always agreed, nspeeting the place where the Dnke of Buck- 
ingham wa» eMDuted : eome bare stated that the execution took plaoe at Salisbury, and 
othoa at Shrewsbury. It la oertain that he was captured in Shropshire. Tbe most 
authentic of the old historical writers, howerer, state, and apparently upon good grounds, 
that be was sent a prisoner to Salisbury, where Bicbard III. then was ; and that he waa 
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Stafford, the third sad last Doke of BuokiDgham of that family, 
was beheaded in the thirteenth year of Henry VIII., in 1521. 

I carefully searched for, but could not discover, any remains 
of intrenchments, and, although I made inquiries, I was unable 
to learn that any traces of them could be recollected by persons 
on the spot ; bat there is sufiBciently clear information, given by 
the old historical writers, to enable a person fond of such investi- 
gations, to identify the place where the battle took place ; and 
their accounts show that it was foi^ht close to Northampton,^ 
in the meadows on the southward side of the town,' and of the 
river Nen or Nene, and adjoining Delapr^ Abbey,' in the parish 
of Hardingstone, and near Queen Eleanor's Gross.' The field 
of battle is now occupied by beautiful plantations, pleasure- 
grounds, and a portion of the park of Edward Bouverie, Esq.,' 
formerly part of the meadows before mentioned ; and the rail- 

b^eaded npoa a new tedtoM b the opea maAet-idwie of Salubnrj, on the Snd of 
Norembo', 1468.— Sm Hall, Holinihed, Qtatbon, Bpesd, and Btow. 

It ia well iFDrthj of notioa, that in the year 1SS8, an intercating duoOTBij took place at 
Saliibnij. Voder a hnA Boor, aboot dght indua bdow Hie nuboe, at the Sanoen'i 
Aad Inn, in (hat dtj, during aoma repain than in progreas, the remaina of a man 
weM diMorered intarrad tlure | but the aknll and the bonea of the right arm vsra not 
with the leat of the akeleton. The bonet had bdonged to a man who appeared to hare 
been d>caiHtal«d, and were nippoaed to hare been thoae of the Duke of Buokin^ni. — 
Sea the IdTSipoot Cb«rMrortIiel2thof Bept«anber, 18SS, in wbidi the above paiticulare 
vppetr copied from the Salofrian JotamaL There i* nothing inrpridng in the fact of the 
bonea of the arm, aa well aa the ikoll, being wanting, becaiue former^ the diffirant 
mMobcm and qnartera, aa wdl h the heada of panon* eieouted, wcro not nn&eqnenll; 
eenved from the bodin, and fixed up in oonapicaoaa plaoea. That wa« done eren at 
reoentl7 a« in the time of the wi«k«d Judge Jeffitgra, aftw the anppreenon of the Dnke of 
Uonnouth's rebellion. In the caae of the Dnhe of Bookingham, it wa« Tei; probable, 
aa he waa beheaded in 14SI for high treaaon, in taking anna and making war ^ainat 
the King, that the duke*! right ann would alao be fixed np wharerer hii bead waa 

1 Hall, Holinahad ; Ldand'a/fiMrory, voLi. (b.9 [10]. " The King, lying in the Friera 
at Northampton, ordMned a ationg and migfa^ field in the meadowi bcMde tlw Nnni^, 
baying the river at hii back."— Stow'a AmuU, to. 409. 

' I beg to tender my thanka to Edward Bonrerie, Bag., for the conrte^ and attention 
which I receiTed from him, when ioapectiDg the manaion, and Tiiiting the park and 
groande, in the hope of diaoorering »ome indicatiooa of the poaition, ooeupied b; one or 
both of the hoetile amie*. I Tiailed tbo field of battle on (be X9th and 80th of Ma;, 
1355 ; and on the Slit of Hay, 1656. 
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way from Northampton to Peterborough, passes over one sido 
of them. 

The mansion of Delapre Abbey stands upon the site of the 
old abbey of that name, and some portions of the walls, and 
two or three small arches or doorways, of the old abbey, are 
yet to be seen, in the interior of the present mansion. 

As the meadows are skirted by the rivet Nen, which flows 
on the south side of Northampton, and separates the town from 
them, it follows, that when the Lancastrians marched out of 
the town, and took up a position in the meadows, and had the 
town and river close to them in their rear, they faced to the 
southward. 

As the Yorkists marched from London, and proceeded to a 
place between Towcester and Northampton, it appears pretty 
certtun that they advanced by Blisworth, and by the preset 
turnpike road, and passed close to the beautiful and interesting 
monument of antiquity. Queen Eleanor's Cross, which stands 
not much more than a mile from Northampton. The land is 
rather elevated in the vicinity of the cross, and slopes down to 
the mansion of Delapre Abbey, and to the park and pleasure- 
grounds belonging to it ; and the Yorkists would naturally &ce 
to the northward, when attacking the Lancastrians. I was 
unable to team, upon inquiry, that any relics of the battle had 
been dug up upon the field; and, as it is now part of the 
park and pleasure-grounds, the probabihty of the discoveiy of 
them by any excavations, ploughing, or digging, is consequently 
much diminished. 

The victory was productive of most important advantages to 
the Yorkists. The Lancastrians were dismayed by the loss of 
the battle, the captivity of King Henry, and the deaths of so 
many of then* leaders ; and the defenders of the Tower of Lon- 
don, straitened by the want of provisions, surrendered imme- 
diately. The Duke of York,' who was in Irehmd when the battle 

' Richard IMADtageiiet, Duke of York. See Chap. II. 
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was fougbt, hearing of its successrul result, returned to London ; 
and although he did not succeed in getting himself recognised 
as King of England, he was declared by Parliament to be Henry's 
successor; besides which, without waiting for Henry's death, 
he was at once intrusted with the power, though not the title, of 
King ; for he was appointed Protector and Regent of the whole 
reidm. 
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IHB 

FIELD OP THB BATTLE 

or 

WAKEFIELD.' 



Akta q^ rorJt.— « But ataf i Wliatiww«r Wbjson'rt tbon inniclipoatF 
Usmmgar.— * Tha Qaeen, with all the nortlwm Esrit and Laid*, 
Intand hare to beaiage yon in jonr oHtle t 
Bbe U hard by with twenty thoimad nun [ 
And UMrribie fbrti^ 7001 bold, nf Lord." 

SHAKMnux'l ibwy VI. part iii. met 1. loene S. 
{aatial Owib, mot- 7<rt*|l<U.) 

RiCHAED Duke of York,' desiroos to disperse a ooomderabU 
body of troops, which Queen Margaret' was assembling in the 
North, marched from Ijondon on the 2Qd of December, 1460. 
with a small army, and proceeded into Yorkshire, whilst his 
eldest son, Edward Earl of March, afterwards King Edward lY., 
went into Herefordshire, and to the borders of Wales, to levy a 
large body of forces, in order to assist his &ther,* and intended 



' 'DtB p^er on the EUd of the Battle of Wake&ld wae nod bdbte a meeting of tha 
Sonigty of Antiqaariei of London on the SOth of Jonnoiy, 1868, and tha thanfci of the 
meeting wen Toted Gu it to the antbar. 

* Biobard Flantwganet, Duke of Zork. See Ohap. IL 

* Queen Margaret, aeaally oaUed Hargoret of Aqjon, wa* the Qoeca of Henry TL, to 
■wham eb« wa* married in IMS. See Ohap. XU. 

' "appointing hia ion, the Earl of Uareh, to Ibllow him, with all hie power, aod oome 
to hii Oaatle of Sandale, near Wokefleld <fa Toifahire), on Ohrietanaa Ere."— Dogdole'a 
Banwagf, loL ii. Title York, p. 181. SCow'g AtauiU, to. 413. 
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to follov Mm with an anuy, to his castle of Sandal, near 
Wakefield. 

On ChristDoas Eve, the Duke of York took up his position, at 
Sandal ; and his Mends, retainers, and tenants, speedily began 
to assemble around hun. Margaret marched with diligence 
from York,* with the Duke of Exeter,' the Duke of Somerset,* 



> Aoocwdiag to Dngd^i Barmiag*, toL iii p. 161, Edwmrd, the Tonug Frinoe of 
Wain, aon of H«di7 TI. and Qneea Marg&ret, waompaiuBd her. 

* H«iii7 Holknd, Duke of Exeter nnd Bu4 of Huotingdon, the waa of John HoQand, 
Dnkeof Bieter, bjhufint wifa, Anne, daughter of Bdmund Barl of Stafft^ WH raw of 
the principal leaden of the Lancaatrian part; i he fought at the battle of Wakcdeld, and 
at that of Tovton i and after the diiaatioui reeult of the latter, fled with Henij TI, 
Quean Hargaret,the Duke of Somerwt, and othen, to Sootlandt was attainted in the flirt 
year of Edmrd IT., and hi* landa end poiaeaiiona were forintad. He afterwarda again 
appeared in tnrbnleDt aoenea in England, fought at the battle of Bamet, waa wounded 
and left for dead, from lersn in the morning, until tour in tte aflemoon, when he wm 
brought to the bouee of oue of Im aerranta named Bnthland, where he waa attended bj a 
■urgeon; be waa eouTETed to lanctuarjat WeatntioateSi and aAerwarda went abroad, 
where be Lved in audk poTert; and diatreei, a« to be obliged at one time to beg hia bread) 
and in 1473, hia oorpae waa found atripped naked on the aeaabore, near Dorer. It ia 
ahooking to think that he fbught at the battle of Wakefield against hia wife'e father, and 
at ttioae of Towton and Bamet againit her brother i beaidea fighting ^ainat kiids of hia 
own near ndationa on eereral oooaaiont. He married Anne, daughter of Biebard Duke of 
Totk, and aieter of Edward IT., but had noiiauej aha waa dirorced from him, andihe 
■fterwarda married Sir Ihomaa St. Ledgw, and wm the aiuMetreta of the Houae of 
Uannera, Dukee of Butland. 

■ Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somenet (the aon of Edmund Bemfort, grandaon of John 
of Qaunti Duke of Laneatt«r), after the death of hia ddeet brother, John Beaufort, fint 
Duke of Somo^ without iiene male^ wm oreated firat Harqai* of Doiaet, and in the 
twenty-fifth year of Hent7 TI. was made Dnke of Somerwt, and wu alain at the fiirt 
battle of St. Alban's, on the 22ud of May,* 1465, fighting on the part of Henry TI., and 
had itane by hia wife Eleanor, daughter of Kobard Beaaehainp, Barl of Warwick, four 
aoaa and aereral dau^tere. Hia eldeet aon Hraw; waa, after hi* ftther'a death, Duke of 
Somenet, Harquit of Dorset, and Lord of (Hiirk and CbirUand, in tlie marchea of Walea. 
He ICM one of the laDOoatrian oommanden at the battle of Wakefield, and, u tlnre ia 
erety reaaon to beUerc^ alao at the eeeond batUe of St. Alban'a, althongb that oinnanttSDoe 
la not diatiiKitly mentioned by hiatoriana. He wm alao a principal oommander and fbught 
at ths battle of Towton i and after the defeat there, eaeaped into Sootland, and wm after- 
wards pardoned by Edward IT.i bat haTing rerolted li«m Edward to Uta LanoMtriant, 
and haring, with theLorda Booa, U oljna, and Hnngarford, Sir Henry Nerille, Sir IbomM 
Wentworth, and 8b Bichard Tunalal, fought at the battle of Hexham, he wm lakoi 



* The SSnd of Hay, aooording to Dugdale, Tol. i. pp. 166 and 342 1 and Sandfbrd, 
p. 821; but theSSrdofHiiy, accordiiig toHalI,HdinBhcd,ajidQrafton. 
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the Earl of Devonahire,' the Earl of Wilt- 



prucxMr b; John Ibrqidi Kontigoe, and wu beheaded in 1463. Sdmund, the Moond 
■on, mt aUo Duke of Somenet titer hii brothar, and wu beheaded after the battle of 
Tswkcebni;, in 14711 John, the third ion waa alain in that battle; and Tboma*, the fourth 
■on, died withont iiane. The famify yrta noted for ita ibvug attaohmont and eiationi in 
the OBuie of the Hooae of Laneaiter. 

' llioma* Conrteoaj, Siri of Seroiuhin, a ilrong mpportor of the Hoiue of Lan- 
iwter, fbn^t at the battle of Wakefield. He aftcrwardi fought at the battle of Tovton, 
OD the £nh of UMch, 1461, wai takca piiMmer, and beheaded at YoA. Some degtw 
at oonfiuion aeona to exitt, rMpectJng ths Bail of Deronahire who fought at Wakeddd 
■ad at TowtOD, and the Utri of Deronthire wbo •ftervard* fought at I^wkeebuij. The 
old hiatoiiaoj itate, that the fonnar, being takon priaoner, wai bdieaded after the batUe of 
Towtoni and that ■eenii to be in no small degree oonfirmed b; ths ant of attainder 
againtt him and the other Lanoaitrian leaden, of the lit or Edward IT., in which be ii 
called "Thoma* Courtenaj, Ut« Eariof De*on«hirej" the word "late" being abo need 
with rtrferenoe to other nobkman, and penona who were dead, and wire att^nted for 
hanag been eogaged in that battle. In the Calalogmt qf Nobility, bj Balph Brooke, 
p. 61, it ii itated that Thomai Oourtenay, Sari of Deronihire, boh of Hugh CoortcDaj, 
Bariof Seroiuhire, being at the battle of Towton, "wu takeo prieoner, and bdieaded at 
Toik [" that he married Margaret, daughter of John Beanfbrt, Eail of Bomemt and 
Uaiqoia of Doraet, by whom bs had iaiua thru aona and two daagbtor* | that " Thomaa, 
the eldeat aonne, being at the battle of Towtoo with King Heni^ TI. againrt King 
Sdward IT., wu there takto priaoner, and hii bead smitten off;" that Heor;, the eeot^ 
Mm, wu abo beheaded at Salisbiuy, in the Sth of Bdwaid IT.; and that John, the third 
•on, wu slain at the battle of Tewkesbui;. It seems probable, that that acoonnt is 
oorreotj and it is rather corroborated by the act of attainds of 1st Edward IT,, in 
whii^ "Thomu Oonrtoiey, late Earl of Serouahire," and also "Sir John Courtn^," 
were attainted lor haTing been engaged at the battle of lowton. 

But the acoonnt giren by Sandford in hia OMuaiogical Eiitorg, page S18, differ* in 
■ome respects from it. He states that Thomu Oonrton^, eermith Earl of Deroo, mairied 
Margaret, second daughter of John Earl of Somerset, and, siding with Sing Hem; TI. 
^■inat the Torkiats, wu by King Edward IT. taken prisoner at the battle of Towton, 
and bebeadedatTork,thBSrdofApril(<w.lEdwardIT.), in the year 1461] and that 
their ohildren woe, Thomu Bad of Deron, made prisons at the same battle and being 
attainted in a Parliament at Westminster, the 4th of Korember, dm. 1 Edward IT., iMO 
after lost his beadi that Hemr; Courtenay, the seoond son, had hia bead out off in the 
sane qnarrd at Saliabaryt and that John Conrtcm^, tha third ion, fell in the battle of 
Tawkarimiy. Dugdalai in bii Barouaga, toL L p. 641, however, statea, that Thomas Eari 
of Deronahire was, for being at the battle of Towton with hia fttho-, attainted by the sot 
of lat Edward IT, bat did not tnfflr death, u it seema, fi>r it appear* that he wh *hun 
■t the battle of Tewkesbor?, ^ting on bcihalf of Henry TL, and there buried. It i* 
stated in Banks' Dormaut amd Extiaot Baronagt, toL iiL p. 240, that Thomu Eari of 
Deron, a Btm Lanoastriao, died just before the aocesaioD of Edward IT. to the throne^ 
and bad byhi*wiibMargaret,danghterof John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset, Stc danghter* 
and three ion*; Thomas, hi* nooeasor % Bxaij, bdieaded for his attachment to the House 
of Lancaster) and John, slain on the same lide, at the battle of Tewkesbury. Is it not 
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shire,^ Lord Clifford,' Lord Roos,' the Earl of Northumber- 



probable, that the penonage who ibu^t at TswlMboTy, called tlia Earl «f Deronabin, 
wM onlj the nomiiul oarl of that title, and tlut he vaa the Mme ponoii who, aa Sir John 
Courtenaj, fought at Towton, and waa attainted in ttw lat of Bdvard IT,, and who WM 
aftcrwarda called by the I^ncaatriana, the £ari of DeTonshiR ? 

' James Boteler or Butler, the eon and beii of Jamea, fourth Earl of Onnond, vat 
creatad Bai-l of Wiltihira in the S7th of Eemy TI. In the 80th of Hnuj YI., b^ the 
death of liii dther, fae alto becama Eari of Onnond. He waa a ataunch lAneaitrian, 
and fbogfal for that pertj at th« flnt battle of St. Albui's, in 145G j abo at the battle of 
Wakefield, and again at the battle of Mortimer'* Craaa, He tfypm» abo to bare been at 
the battle of Towton. <8ee Dngdale't Baromoga, nd. iiL p. tOb.) After that battle fas 
voB c^ttnred bj (be Forkiata, and was beheaded upon the lit of Uaj, 1461, at NewMaile. 
It ii lery remarkable, thftt although hiatoriani itate that he Ibugfat on the I^noaatnan 
aide at tite Iwttfe of Wakefldd, and alUuMgfa he me attainted by the act lat Edward IT. 
(IMl), hi* name b not iodnded amongtt thoae of the noblemen and other*, who wen 
■tiaintad for taking a part in the battle of Wakefield. Hi* attainder wm, oaleDubly at 
leaat, for a difflrent oSbnee I Tic, for IndndngtheeDemieeof theKing toenterthenahn, 
and make war againit him.* The laot of the Earl of Wiltabire baring fou^t at the 
battle of HortinuT'e Crow, i* mentioned not only by the old historiana, bot alio in Bat. 
Part. 1 Edward IT. toL t. p. MS j bat that ii not alleged in the aot, a* the roaMin for bii 
attainder. It doea not eeem eaiy to nndentand how he oonld be engaged at the battle of 
WakoBeld, and be m aoon aftcrwarda at tbe bead of fbrcea fighting at HortinMr** Otom, 
Sets howenr, Dngdale't Saromagt, toL iL p. JSSit Stow** AmoU, fb. 4U i and Speed** 
mtl«ry, fb. U7. 

* John Lord OtiSbrd (aoo of nioma* Qiflbrd, Lord difibid, 1^ Joan bi* wil^ 
daughter of Tboma* Lord Daoea of Qillealand, who took part with Hrairy TL, and wae 
•Iain at the flnt battle of St. Alban'a, on the 22ndt of Hay, IMS) fought at the btftle of 
Wake&Id Ibr the I^ncaitrian par^, and waa tlain at the engagement at Dinlii^dale 
(between FerrybnlgB and Towton, and near tbe latter jdaoe), on the 28th of Haroh, 
1481, being the day befi>re the battle of Towton. He left by Hargaiet hit wife, dan^ter 
and heireaa of Henry Bromfiete Lord Tesci, Henry hit aon and heir, wbo, when a little 
child, wa* placed with a tbepbeid in the north of England, and brought up aa a poor 
boj, in oartAil oonoeabnent, for fear of the oiemiee of bit family, and cxHild not read or 
write) he remained in obeonrily, until the fint year of Hemy TIL, wbcnhe wat reitored 
to hi* rank and poateiw o n*. 

■ Thomaa Lord Boot, orBoi,orBoie (it hat been oooationally ipeIteaohway),ofHam- 
laks, aon of Thomaa Lord Boot, by hit wife Eleanor, daughter of Biohard Bwudiamp, 
Earl of Warwick, waa a tnpporter of the Honae of LanCMter ; and waa at the battle of 
Wakefield, and wa* alto with Henry YI. at Toik, wbm tiding! came of the complete 
defeat of the Lanoaitriaiit at the battle of Towton ; and then escaped with him into 
Scotland. Ee returned again into England, and died at Newcaitle in the first year of 
King Edward IT. He wat attainted in the flnt year of that King's reign, and hia 
It of BelToir Chatle, Ac., were bestowed npon Lord Haatingt ; who, on flrtt 
• IBot. Part. 1 Edward IV. (1461), vol. t. fo. 478. 
t OalledtheaSrdofMajbysmnewTitcrt. 
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land/ and many of the knights and gentry of the northern parts. 
at the head of about 18.000 men, and advanced before Sandal, 
with the object of attacking him before his forces were fully 
mustered. It is certain that the Duke of York's army was 
much inferitH* in nnmbers, and some accounts state, that be was 
only at the head of &000 men. It is said that he was advised by 
his officers, in a council of war, not to risk an engagement, until 
his son Edward dftuld arrive with the Welsh march-men. Several 
reasons have been conjectured, why the Duke of York came to the 
fatal ooncluaion, to hazard the chances of a battle ; but it is very 
probable, that the true reason may be found, in the impossibility 
of provisioning a considerable body of troops, in the depth of 
winter, at Sandal, when no previous preparation had been made 
for them; or that he was ignorant of the great -disproportion 
in numbers, between the two armies. Some of the historical 
accounts state, that be imagined that the main body of the 
Lancastrians who presented themselves and offered battle under 
the command of the Duke of Somerset, constituted all the army 
with which he had to fight, and that he was not aware of the 
fact, that there were other bodies of tumps on each of its 
flanks, but at some distance, and concealed &om his observa- 
tion, one commanded by the Barl of Wiltshire, and the other 
by Lord Clifford. It is not, however, very easy to understand, 

going to new tbe latter, vu rapelled bj ft geatlantn namsd KwrnagtoD, a perKin of 
•onw power in those psrt*, a friend of Lord Sooc ; bnl Iiord EMting* went then again 
with wme force*, and gxatlj injured Uie castle and tooIb, and took away the lead to 
his houae at Aahby-de-la-Zonch, which he wa« bnilding at oonsidcrahk cost ; and Bel- 
Toir Caatle remained in a state of rain, and oninhabilablt^ until tbe Xarl of Bntland 
[in Honrj YIIL'i time] repwred it. (See Leland's lUtunts, toL L fo. 114 [107].) 
Ihomai Loid Booe mairied Philippe, danghtw of John Lord Tiploft and Powis, and 
Jojo* his wife (danghter of Bdwsrd Chariton, Xoid Fowis, and aiftar of John Bari of 
Woroester), by whom he lutd serenl children : tbe eldeet son, Edmund, from his fldeli^ 
to the Eonae of Lsncaster, was oonstrained to flee b<70nd the s««. It seems that 
Edmund aflerwaids got prirately into Bngland, a&d joined the Duke of Somerset, 
Sir Balph tenj, and others, in the insmrrectba in the North, in the fourth jear of 
Edward IV. Iiittle more seoni to be known of him, ezoept that he was not within the 
realm in the fint jear of Ecoiy VII., when he petUdoned for, and obtained, an aet of 
Fariiamcmt for the rerenal of the attainder, and he died at EoAeld in the jear 1606. 
■ Smry Poicj, Earl of Northumberland. 8ee Chap. VI. 
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how it could be possible, with the advantage at overlooking the 
flat coimtiy occapied by the LaDcastrians, that two considerable 
bodies of them could be so placed, as to be near enough to 
assist the main body, without being observed by him. 

Sandal Caatle stood upon an eminence upon which the 
Yorkists were posted, which extends a oonuderable distance, 
and gradually slopes down towards the meadows on the north- 
ward, and towards Wakefield on the north-wertward side. 

Having determmed on a batUe, the duke and his forces, on 
the Slat* of December, 1460, descended the eminence and 
furiously attacked the Lancastrians. The battle was fought at 
the place then called Wakefield Green,* and the result was such 
as might have been foreseen. His army sorrendered, and, 
overwhelmed with numbers, was completely defeated. 

The Duke of York, and about 2800 of his forces, were slam, 
amongst whom were William Bonvile, commonly called Lord 
Harrington -^ Sir David Hall, Sir Hugh Hastings, Sir John Mor- 
timer, Sir Hugh Mortimer ; Sir Thomas Neville, third son of 
the Earl of Salisbury ;* Sir Edward Bourchier, son of the Earl of 
Ewe (afterwards of Essex) ; Reginald Grey, the third son of 
Edward Lord Ferrers of Groby ; and abundance of the gentry 
of the south of England. The Earl of Salisbury * was wounded. 



■ See Speed, Stow, Ghvfton ; Dugdale'i Baro»aye, toL iiL p. 23G, Titia " Bontile'' i 
SuuUbrd'* ffannU^gicat MiMtory, pp. £97, 872. BkbjMi, hovergr, aUtei it to bkxe been 
on Ibe SOtb of Deoember t and it ii ao rtated twice in BoL Fork I Edwud IV. JcA. r. 
pp. 466, 477. 

■ Snd&ird, pp. 897, 878 ] Bake^i Clroiwelst. The battle ia stated bj Hall, Holinihed, 
Grafton, and Stow, to have taken place upon the plain field or gionnd between the outle 
and the town of Wakefield i wbiohooneapondt widi theplftoe whraeWakideld Oreenwa^ 
before it wai enclosed. 

> William Bonvile, Lord Earringtoii, married Xatharine, Hth daoghter of BidLud 
If erille. Earl of Baliibot; ; WM the son of Williatn Bonnie, and "'lifM'' hie w'lb, 
daughter and bar of William Tjoii Harrington, and waa the gmidaon of William Sjoti 
Bonnie^ wboinrriTed hie eon and graodaon, but wm put to death afier tbaaeoond battle of 
St. Alban't, in 1460-1. WiUiam Bonnie, Lord Harrington, left by Katharine hie wife, a 
daoghter, Oedly, who became tbewiflaof TbomaaOie;, Harqoii of Doreet, and afterward* 
of Hecu7 Btafibrd, Barl of Willahire. 

* Kchard NeriUe, Bui of Salisbury. (See Ch^. 11.) In the eeoond jmt at 
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taken prisoner, and sent the next da; to Pontefract, and there 
beheaded, with aome other peraona of distinction ; and their 
heads, with that of the Duke of York, were afterwards fixed on 
the gates or walls of York : that of the duke having a paper 
crown npon it, in derision of his daims to the throne. This act of 
barbarity is alluded to by Shakespeare, who attributes to Queen 
Margaret the expression, after the death of the Duke of York, — 

" Offwhh hit hml ■nd Ml it on Yotk gatet 
So Tork ttuj OTcriook tbe town of Yoi^"' 

The victory was closely followed by an act of shocking wick- 
edness and barbarity. Edmund Flantagenet, Earl of Rutland, 
a son of the Duke of York, a boy only twelve years old, was 
captured when flying with his tutor from the field of battle, 
and was put to death near Wakefield Bridge, by Lord Clif- 
ford : a murder which obtained for him during the very short 
remainder of hia life, the epithet of " the Butcher." 

An extract &om the act of attainder, which was passed after 
the accession of Edward IV. to the throne, against the Lancas- 
trians, is interesting, as giving a list of such of them aa took a 
part at the battle of Wakefield. 

" For asmoch also as Henry Due of Somerset, purposying, 
ymaginyng and compassying of extreme and insaciate mahce 
and violence to destroy the right noble and famous Frynce of 
wurthy memorie Richard late Due of York, Fader to oure Liege 
and Soverayne Lord Kyng Edward the fourth, and in his lyf 
verrey Kyng in right of the Reaue of Englond, singuler 
Frotectour Lover and Defensour of the good govemaunoe, 
pollioie, commyn wele, peas and tranquillite thereof] and also 
Thomas Coorteney late Erie of Devonshire, Henry late Erie of 
Northnmberlond, Thomas Lord Roos, John late Lord Nevill,^ 
John Welpdale late of Lychefeld Clerk, Fhilip Lowes late of 

Bdwud IV., th« Eul of Saliibaij'B body, with th*t of Alioe hit wii;^ aod that of Thomu 
hii Mm, wwe isterrad at Biihuu Abb<7, in BsrkBhiT& 

> Sba^Mifetn'tTkirdPart^ Hnry VLMsH.l,iixnei (S>iidalCWtl«,aMrWakeflBld). 

* Sm Chap. TL 
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Thouresby in the counte of Lincolo Clerk, Bawdewyn Fufforth 
Knyght, Alexander Hody Knyght, Nicholas L^ymer Knyght, 
Jamea Loterell Knyght, Edmund Mountford Knyght, Thomas 
Fynderu Kuyght, Henry I^ewes Knyght, John Heron' of the 
Pocde Knyght, Richard Tunstall Knyght, Henry Belyngeham 
Knyght, Robert Whityngham Knyght, William Grymmesby 
late of London late Squier, Thomas Tunstall late of Hiurland 
in the shire of Lancastr' Squier, Symond Hammee Knyght, 
Thomas Dalton late of Lilboume in the conte of North- 
umberlond Gentilman, James Dalton late of the same Gentil- 
man, George Dalton late of the same Gentilman, John Clapam 
late of Skipton in Craven la Yorkshire Yoman, Andrew Trollq)' 
htte of Guysnes Squier, Antony Notebill Knyght, John Botiller 
late of Hovke in the counte of Dorset Squier, Gawen 
Lampleugh late of Warkeworth in the shixe of Korthumberlond 
Gentilman, Edmund 'Fyesh late of York Taylleour, Thomas 
Frysell late of the same Smyth, John Smotbynglate of the same 
Yoman, John Caterall late of Brayton in the counte of York 
Gentilman, Thomas Barton late of Helmesley in the counte of 
York Gentilman, William Fyppes late of Southduffdd in the 
counte of York Yoman, Henry Clyff the elder late of Lokyngton 
in the coimtee of York Yoman, Robert Tomlynson late of 
Helagh in the counte of York Yoman, and Thomas Barton late 
of York Mason ; at Wakefield in the shire of York onl^wesday 
the Tt xT day of Decembr' last past, with grete despite and 
craell violence, horrible and unmanly tytannye murdered the 
seid right noble Prynce Due of York."* 

As the city of York, from whence Queen Margaret advanced 
with the liancastrians, lies on the north-eastward of the village 
and castle of Sandal, it might have been inferred, that the road 
by which she advanced, was that through Fontefract, on the east- 
ward side of the river Calder. Wakefield and its bridge over 
the Calder, are on the north-westward side of Sandal ; and if 

■ See Chap. TI. ■ S«a Ohap. TI. 

> Sot. Pari. 1st Ednrd IV. (1461), lol. i. fa. 447. 8c« Appendix No. 1. 
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the Earl of Rutluid, at the time when he was captured, were 
trying to effect his escape, by Wakefield Bridge, it might be 
supposed, that daring the fight, that side of the field of battle 
was in the rear of the Yorkists, and consequently was open and 
unoccupied by the Lancastrians.' But that is not reconcileable 
with the fiict, that previously to the battle, the Duke of York's 
army was posted at Sandal, end that the battle was fought 
between Wakefield and Sandal, and upon Wakefield Green; 
because in that case, Wakefield and its bridge, must of neces- 
ai^ have been in the possession of the Lancastrians ; and if so, 
they naturally must have advanced from York to Wakefield 
on the west side of the Galder. It seems probable, that when 
the Earl of Rutland was captured in his fiigbt, his capture took 
place at some spot other than Wakefield Bridge, and that he 
was brought a prisoner to Lord Clifford, who murdered him 
on or near the bridge. 

On the 31st of July, 1852,' I first visited the field of battle, 
the castle, and also the village and church of Sandal. The 
church has not any old monuments to boast of; and I could 
not discover that any monument whatever, which had any 
relation to persons slain at the battle, bad ever existed there. 
The Rev. Thomas Westmorland, recently the vicar of Sandal, 
now of Leominster, has, however, very kindly sent me a copy of 
an inscription in old characters apparently of about that age ; 
but I am far from saying, that it had any reference, to any 
individual named Percy, connected with that battle, viz. : — 
" Orate pro bono statu Joselynni Pyrcy Armigery." I am also 
indebted to him, and to William Shaw. Esq., of Porto Bello 



■ That wu mj inprsMioii on lb* ooouum of my fint Tuit to Suxlal, and I to 
comnumioated it in my pap^ on the Battle of Wakrddd, read bdbra the Socie^ of 
Antiqaaric* j but after a leoond and third Tint to Sandal, and to the field of battle, I 
altwed mj opinion, and I now ooniider it oertain, that tlie Lanaaitnana adrancod on the 
wMtwwd aidaof the Oalder, and that Wakefleld and the bridge were in their ponciion 
at the time of the battle. 

' On the 29th of July, 1S63, 1 paid a Hoond Tint, and on the Mh of Auguit, 18U, a 
third visit, to Sandal, and to the flcld of the battle of Waki-ndd. 
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House, for some valuable informatioD upon some other points. 
Looking from Sandal Castle Hill, a flat plain appears, of con- 
siderable extent, cultivated as meadow fields, extending &om the 
castle to the river Calder. Those meadows are at present called 
" the Fugnays." They are de^gnated " the Pukenills," on the 
Manor Court Rolls, which are still in existence, and of a date prior 
to the fourteenth century. Adjoining the tract of meadow-land, 
and in the extreme north-westward, bounded by the river Calder, 
is " Porto Bello," a mansion erected by Samoel Holdsworth, 
Esq., and now occupied by William Shaw, Bsq. The battle 
was fought upon that spot, upon part of the meadow-land before 
mentioned, and upon the tract of ground formerly part of 
Wakefield Green, extending from thence across the turnpike 
road in a nortb-eastwardly direction. The green must have 
been at that time a large open tract of ground, but it has long 
been enclosed, and its position appears to have been on the 
southward side of, and about half a mile irom the bridge ;^ its 
site is crossed by the modem turnpike road, from Wakefield 
to Bamsley, and part of it has acquired the name of Fall logs, 
according to tradition, from the great numbers who fell there, 
in the battle. 

There are now no remuns of Wakefield Green : all of it has 
been enclosed, and several portions of it are built upon ; and it 
is worthy of notice, that on one side of the spot, where the green 
is said to have been, the ground descends from Sandal to the 
present turnpike road, and to a tract of level ground close to 
Forto fiello House ; and that, at a little distance further on the 
turnpike road leading towards Wakefield, there is a slight 
elevation in the road, and in the contiguous fields. After 

■ LeUnd, in his qnaiot kagiuge, giTM t, toUrtblj Mounte MMnnt of the plaoa where 
thfltiattle WM fought, when he iajs: — "Thera «m a lore Batell bught in the South 
Faeldei bj thii Bridge, and ja the flite of the Duke of Torke* pM^ other the Duke 
' hjnu^ or hb 8oa» the erie of Buthehnd mi alajne ■ litle shore the Bima beyond the 
Bridge goiog np into the Tonne of Wakefeld Ihmt stondith ful (iurel; npou > DljriDg 
ground. At thu pUce ii Mt np a CMwe, ' in m mcmoriam.' "— I«laud'i Ttitterarg, toI. i. 
fo. 34 [M]. 
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carefully viewing the gronnd, I came to the conclusioa that 
this little elevatioQ, which faces the high ground at Sandal, 
inust be considered to have been the position of the Lan- 
castrians; and also that the battle was fought upon the level 
ground between it and SandtU, extending on the one side 
towards Forto Belle House, and on the other to the Fall Ings, 
and towards the Fontefract road. In digging the foundadons 
of Forto Bello Hoose, and in forming the sunk fence there, 
human bones, broken swords, spurs, and other relics, were dis- 
covered, which were considered folly confirmatory of diat 
locality having been the scene of the conflict. On the northern 
part of Fall Ings, near the side where the highway to Fontefract 
rons, fragments of armour, and other indications, apparently of 
the battle, are said to have been discovered some time ago, in 
making an excavation there. It was also the spot, and on the 
side of Sandal, where the battle would naturally take place, 
after the advance of the Lancastrians from York to Wakefield ; 
and it tallies with the accounts handed down to us, that the 
battle was fought between Wakefield and Sandal, and upon 
Wakefield Green. 

There has not been discovered, within the memory of man, 
any large trench or pit near Sandal Church, where it might 
reasonably be supposed that some of tiie slain would be interred, 
such as has been discovered at Battlefield Church, in conse- 
quence of the battle of Shrewsbury, and at Saxton Church, in 
consequence of the battle of Towton.^ 

Sandal Castle has not been an extensive one; and, except that 
its position was on an eminence, it was devoid of the natural 
advantages which many castles possess, such as being built on 
the margin of rivers, or the edges of steep precipices. All that 
now exists of it, consists of rather large mounds, on which the 
outworks and walls have stood; two shattered and not large 
fragments of the latter remain, but so imperfect, that it is not 
possible to ascertain of what part of the castle they originally 

■ 3eo Chapten I. and VI. 
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formed a portion. The moat is tolerably perfect ; indeed in one 
place, it contained water when I visited it. although the season 
was hot and dry. There is also a very large and high mount, 
in a considerable degree artificial, on which the keep has stood, 
almost encompassed by an inner moat, which is of considerable 
depth. 

In the additions to Camden's Britannia, it is stated, with 
reference to the death of the Duke of York, that " the spot 
where he fell was enclosed with a triangular wall, including 
about a rood or ten feet, now converted into a garden, the 
owners being obliged to keep it hedged in ; that a large stone 
cross raised on it, was demohshed in the civil war ; that here 
was found a large gold ring, supposed to have belonged to the 
duke, and given to Mr. Thoresby; on the sale of whose 
museum, Mr. Bartlet, who remembered the finding of it, bought 
it for two guineas ; that within is engraved, " Four bon amour," 
and on the broad outside are " three saints."^ 

On the right side of the old road leading from Wakefield to 
Bamsley, which passes the castle, and is called Sandal Castle 
I^ane,' is a small field or close, of rather a triangular form, which 
is said to be the spot where the Dnke of York fell.* It will 

1 Additiona to Ounden's SrUanaia, Gough'i editimi of 1789, toL iii. to. 89. LeUnd 
W7B,"Bt thii pUoaii Mt up > Dn>sae,*inmimmioriani"* — Lelaud'tiiiMrargiiToLL fo.46 
[4S] I but whether he meani in ineinot; of the Dak« of York, or of the young Earl of 
ButUnd, OF of the battle, teaaa to admit of doubt. 

* Qittnvt — Hu not ^le lone been oocaaioaaOj called "Cock and Bottle I'lie," from the 
sign of an old pablic-houM vhioh formerlj itood >d Um ndghbourhood f 

■ Hi* bodj wat ultimate]; interred at Fotberingay. Dugdale'a Saroitagt, toI. iL 
p. 161. Ralph Brooks eeenu to intend to make a nmilar atatament in hi* CWoIt^M 0/ 
SoHUlg, to. 267 1 and ne Bandfbrd'* O^nealogieal Hittor]/, p. 9TS. It was firat intetred 
at Pontefraet, and aftennuds at Fotheriugaj ; and it Hans eitiaordinaiy that the Lan- 
caitriaaa, who practiMd inch an indignity to his memoij, aa fixing hii bead upon the 
gold of ToA, should take the trouble of carrying his headless ooipee to Fonte&act for 
interment ; bat we learn from mora than one historical source, that the corpse wai fiiat 
buried at Ponte&aot, and afterwards remored, and interred at Fotheringsy. After the 
battle of Towton, Edward IV. had the Duke of Tork'i bead taken down (lom YoA gate, 
and interred with the body. Leland adrerts to the remoral of the duke's body from 
Pontefraet to Fotheringay by Edward IT., as fellows : — 

" cauBJd tlie body of bis iiithcr Duke of York to be brought &om Fontcfract thither" 
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scarcely admit of any doubt, that this is the identical place which 
is mentioned in the addition to Camden's Britamaa, although 
there is not a vestige of the cross now left. As tlie place is rather 
nearer to the castle than to the field of battle, it is not nnrea* 
sonable to infer that the Duke of York may have been mortally 
wounded, and have been removed to a little distance in the rear 
(the spot in qoestioo would be in the rear of the Torkiats* 
army), or he may have endeavoured to escape, on finding that 
the day was against him, and may have been slain there in his 
flight. The strong probability is, that it is the place where he 
fell. The small field or ckwe may easily be distinguished ; it 
lies about a mile from Wakefield Bridge ; and at a very tiifling 
distance beyond the toll-bar, a little well will be remarked, in 
the hedge, on the right side of the old road to Bamsley ; and 
about midway between the toll-bar and the well, the small field 
or close presents itself to view. It is remarkable for having two 
very old willows growing in the hedge adjoining the road ; and 
more of them were not very long ago growing there. A small 
compartment of the field was, within the recollection of the 
recent vicar of Sandal, fenced off &om the remainder of it, and 
planted with red and white roses, which must naturally be sup- 
posed to have been done to conmiemorate the battle, or the 
death of the Duke of York.^ 



CFotiMtiDgaj], "and to be kjid on Uw north aide of the Hi^ iltan, when u ako 
bniicd. King Edwtri TT.'f motbsr, in > raultt^ orer the which is • pntia ohappeUs."* 
The bod; oT the young Etri or BotUnd wu abo flnt intored *t Pontcftmot, and after- 
wwd* at Fotheringa;.— Saodlbrd'i QtnttUogiaa mitorg, pp. ST4 ud VK, Catalogs ^ 
U« JToAUifr, Ac, hj Balph Brooke, p. ISS. 

1 John EaiToiT of Loudon, and a Captain nanwd Hanaon, woe tekoi priMnm at the 
battle, and vov bduaded with the Bari of Saliabiu;, at Fonle&aot, and thdr headi vera 
•et opon the gatai of ToA.— See FabTan'a Ctraatdo, fo. 210. 



ToL i. fo. 6. 
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CHAPTER V. 



FIELD OF THE BATTLE 

at 

MORTIMER'S CROSS.' 



" 'Tu wmdroot •trtnge, tb« !&• jtt nanr luaril oL 
I think it citM n*, brother, to the Seld, 
That m, the aona of brkTB Plantagenet, 
Eaoh OM tinidj blumg hj our meed*, 
Bhovld notwiUutuidiiig join onr light* together. 
And omhine the ««th, u tliiilha woiM. 
Whste'w it bod**, baneBfbrmrd will I bear 
Upon m; target, three hit tbimng mni." 

8Btn*n*Bx'a Snrg VI, part iiL aet ^ tomm 1. 
(JITiw Mortimei'i Cnu.) 

The victory gained b; the Lancastrians, at the battle of Wake- 
field, seemed at the first view, to decide the fate of the adverse 
party. Richard Duke of York, the clumant to the throne, and 
the leader of the Yorkists, was slain ; Richard Neville, Earl of 
Salisbuiy, was wounded, taken prisoner, and afterwards beheaded 
at Pontefract ; and the army of which they were commanders, 
was completely destroyed. A most formidable enemy, however, 
soon presented himself to notice. £dward Earl of March,' the 

' The peper upon the Field of the Battle of Hortimer's Crou was read before a meeting 
of the Sodetj of Antiquann of London, on tlie ISth of January, 18G6, and the thatiks of 
tlie meeting were Toted for it to the author. 

' Edward was £ail of Uareb and Ukter, and Lord of Wigmore and Clare, and aftri- 
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eldest son of the Duke of York, was considered by great num- 
bers of persons, as the rightful heir to the throne of England ; 
he was descended &om the Mortimers, Earls of March, and had 
claims to the crown, from his descent through his mother's side, 
from lionel Duke of Clarence, third son of Edward III., through 
Fhilippa (the only daughter and heiress of the Duke of Clarence), 
who married RogOT Mortimer, third Earl of March and Lord 
of Wigmore ; besides which, he was also descended from 
Edward III. iu another manner, because his great-graud&ther, 
Edmund of Langlej, was the fifth son of Edward III. He was 
a young man whose personal appearance and manners were very 
prepossessing ; he gained the hearts of men iu a warlike age, by 
his courage and excellence in martial exercises ; and his noble 
and powerful alliances, combined with his lineal descent fri>m 
the great famiUes of Pkmtagenet and Mortimer, had a potent 
influence in his favour, with vast numbers <^ all ranks ; besides 
which, he was young, talented, and daring, and was well qualified 
under those circumstances to fight his way to a throne. 

At the time when his father perished at Wakefield, Edward 
was occupied, by the direction of the former, in nusang forces in 
the marches and the borders of Wales : a district where he had 
immense patrimonial possessions, and where the circumstance of 
his being of the lineage of the Mortimers, gave him great sway 
and influence. He was at Gloucester when he received the 
account of his fotfaer's death. After having raised a large army, 
which some writers have stated to have amounted to as many as 



wuda King Bdmrd TV.i and, although cot tuiull; oiled Duke ot York bj hiitoriuia, 
thera doM not Mem to be tiTtj reMon «li; he wm not eo called, between the tiioe of hit 
Citber*! death, and hii aoceeeion t« the throne of ED^aad. Edward wai the eldeat ion of 
Biehard Plantagcnet, Duke of York, and Oecilj hie wife^ and wai bom at Bonen, in 
Kormandj, on the 29th of Apnl, lUI. Bii ohum tothe throne of England wai founded 
upon hia bong- detoend«d Eromldonal Dnke or CUrooc^ third eon if King Edward IlL 
(See Pedigree* Not. 1 and 2, in Ohap. IX) Hi) reign oomnenced on the 1th of March, 
liei (ace Bol. ParL 1 Edward IV. t^. t. fo. Wl) ; b* wm crowned at Wertnmuttr 
on the 29lh <rf June, 1461, and died on the ftth of April, 14SS, in the Ibrtj-ieoond jear 
or his agc^ and tlie twentf-Mmmd of hit reign. 
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23,000 men, be prepared to march against Queen Margaret, and 
avenge the death of his fether. 

Edward had, according to the accounts given by several 
of the old historians, proceeded as for as Shrewsbury, when 
he received tidings, that James Butler, Earl of Wiltshire,' 
and Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke,* half brother to King 

> Janua Batltr, Eirl of Wiltthira. Bee Chap. IT. 

* nw folkiwing ii » copy of * paper upon the oitnordiiurj and abrupt oIuuigM of tor- 
toM ot Jwper Bvl of Pembtokc^ afhnrardi Duke of Bedford, in the flft«enth centurr, 
written b; the MtboT of thU work, and raad b; faim m penoD, on the Slat of Harah, lS66i 
befon a meeting of the TAtenij and Fhilotophieal Bodet; of lompool, for whioh the 
thank* of the meeting were TOted to bim : — 

"jMpecTndor, Eari of Pembroke, oftm called Jaepte of HitfleH, from thepkoeof hia 
biith, vaa a nobleoun oelAiated for hie dewent, aod fi« the n jal ud iUnttriooi alliHMei 
of hia hm ily. He vaa one of the noble paraonagca who lired and diitingniihed himielf 
in the Bfteenth oentnrj : a period owmoraUe m the hiitoiy of England, for foreign and 
domeatio wan, and drQ diHeniioni, and for the etiange motationi of fortune, whioh ita 
prinoea and noblw wae doomed to experienoei and perhapa we may eeuoh the pagee of 
iMoiy, in fruitleaa endearonn to dieoorer an initanoe of anj noUemso, who cacperienced 
neb abiopt and ntiBOrdinaij Tioiaiitndee, and moh lodden and aatoniahing tranutiona, 
on NTRsl oocaaiona, from power and wealth, to exile and pOTertj, and again from the 
nueeriee of a poor outlaw and fogitiTe, to rank, poweaiioni, and hononn, ai foil to the lot 
of Jaaper Eari of Ponbroke. 

"Tt matt m liltlri tii in. wTiiIlm Jii the wan of York and LanGuter,andtheTiolenoe 

and BxaepeiBtion of the oonteuding footiona, the one partj or the other was in the right | 
but nndv vnrj poaaible einnunetanoe, whether the nnae whidi he eeponaed waa aoooeai* 
fol or unfortunate, he nniformljiupported the I^neaatrianbterBatj and what we oonaider 
how maoj penonegee of high rank fought daring thoae lamentable confliota, lometiiDei od 
one dde and Mnnetimei on the other, and joined the winning partj, h eecmed beat to euit 
their own intereata, we muat at leait gire bim oredit for conairteney, and peihapa for 
aincoitj. One leaion of aome moment, may, howeror, be found for hia strenuoua and 
oonaiitait airport of the lAnoaabrian party. He waa half-brother of King Henry TI., 
being the eon of Sir Owtn Tudor, who waa deaoraded from pcmoni of the flrat oonaidera- 
tion, and of a liunify of great antiquity in Walt*, hj hi* wifo Queen Katherine, dan^ter 
of CSiariea TL King of Fianoe, and widow of Henry T. King of England, and had by 
Qneen Atfawine^ two eoni, tlM oldeet of whom wa* Edmund Earl of Birhmond, onially 
ili«iiiiiiiiiiliMl Bdmimd of fffiilifTTi^ ^bo married Margant, daughter of John Beanfor^ 
Dnkeof Somereet, ton of John Earl of Bomenet,a ion of John of Oannt, Duks of Ii«m- 
cuts, fourth eon of Edward IIL, by whom he had a Mm, Eeorj Earl of Biohmond, who 
waa afterwarda Sing Henry VII. ; and the eeoond eon of Sir Owen Tudor waa Jaaper 
thlor, who waa, in oomeqnenoe of hi* Esther'* mairiage with Quetti Katherine, uncle of 
King Henry TIL King Henry VI. eraated Jatper Tudor, Eari of Pembroke) and in 
oonaaqumee of hia reeorering the oaatle of Denbigh, and other ttrongholda in Walea, out 
of the hand* of the adrenariee of Henry, he obtained a grant of 1000 marks, payable out 
of the lordahqM of Denbigh and Badnor, u ™u 
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Henry the Sixth, had assembled a large anny of Welsh and 

"The Eari of FnDbroke >ppas»d b U60-1, in anni, with Jhom Butler, Eiri of W3t- 
■him, lai t oonndentbla amif , u luppoiton of Heoiy TLi and on the Sad of Februar)', 
in Oat jett, fou^t *i the battle <it Mortimsr'a Oroia, against the TOTkUla, under the 
oommand of Bdmrd Earl of Hareb, aftarwarda King Edward IT.) but the lAnoaatrian 
irmj wu smnpMely debated, and tba two earla wore oompalled to etoape b; flight. It 
may be fikirl; presumed, that he was not prcamt at the battle of Towton in 1461, aa he 
was not included in the lilt of those persons wbo w«ffe attainted bj the act of f ariiament 
of latEdwardir. (1461), A>I.Par;.T0l. T.fo.477,for taking a part in that batde; fethe 
aeema nerartiieless to have been eurting himielf in armi lor Heat; TI. about that time, 
becaoM in a anhsequent part of the hum act of Parliament, he waa attainted tar hanng 
with otboia, as alleged, at dififamit timet since the 4th of March in that jear, indted (he 
enemiaaof King Edward IT. to enter the realm and to oommenoe hoatUitiee agaiikst him t 
and alao for baring made war againat the Xing * at a plaoe called Tut«hil], besid' the 
Toune of Oamarrao, in Waka, on Frida; next after the feat of Tinnalaoion of Saint 
Edward laat paat, rered wore ayenat the same onr Sorerayne Loid, purpoejing Iheo and 
there to hare proceeded to hi* deatntetion, of bis and orueQ nolenoe ayeoat thur £nth and 
liegeaanae.' Vwm that paasage it csi soarcely be donbted, that an engagement between 
some f<a«ea of the hoatila faotions, took place oaar OarnarTon, in 1461, bnt I am not 
wrare that an; hiatoiian has banded down to oa, an; aocoimt of it, or aren notaoed it : 
an additional pioo^ if tiaj were wanting, that much more bloodahad and miaerj were 
oqperieiioed in thia oonntiy, dnring the Ware of tha Boaea, than onr old annalitta and 
«hroniolen hare reoorded. The Earl of Pembroke loat his rank, his posseasions, and, in a 
word, his all, b; the attainder, for all that he had waa oonflacated. His earldom was 
oon&rred upon William Herbert of Sagland i and Jasper Tudor became an outlaw and 
■ fiigitire, and, as ia ver; forciblj ezpresaed b; Baker, in his CiroMclM, ' The Earl of 
Pembroke went from ooanb7 to oountij, tittle better than a tagabond.' 

Again the aoeneioddenl; changed. In 1470,William Herbert, the liral Bad of Fembroktv 
was captured b; the Lanoaatrian* at the battle of Edgeoott, in Ifortbamptonahire (uauallj 
called the battle of Banbor;, from itscontiguitjto that town), and waa hehaaded. Jasper 
Tudor, who still claimed the title of Earl of Pembroke^ landed in Ibe weat with Qeorge 
Suke of Olareuoe (who them sided with the Earl of Warwick in the lAncaabrian interest), 
and King Edward waa driren from his throne and kingdom b; the Earl of Warwick. 
Jaiper Tndor was sbortl; aflerwarda restored to hi« rank and title^ and a eeoond time 
beoame Earl of Pembroke reanmed hia posaeeaions in Walea i and finding hi* nephew, 
Hejir; Earl of Bichmond, then aoarcel; ten years of age, in the care of the widow of hit 
deceased riral, William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke^ he remored him from her super- 
intcodenoe, took him and preaented him to Hem; YL, who, on seeing him, is said (with 
what truUi may well be doubted) to hare made a tpeeob abnoit prophetic of Richmond'! 
fntoie fortunea. 

"Another mdden and startling change occurred in thu strange and wonderful drama. 
Edward IT. retomad to England in 1471, and obtained a dedstTe rictory over the Earl of 
Warwi<^ at Bamet. Qoeon Margaret landed at Wcpfmonth ; tbo liannatrians once more 
took up acme, and Pembroke procaeded to raife foroes in Fembrokeahire, with the inten- 
tion of succouring her. The disaatroua battle of Tewkesburj, and the consequent utter 
rain of the Lancastrian par^, con^elled him to retire to Chepstow, and to duband bit 
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Irish, in order to attack him; and Edward, in consequence 



fbi«M. He tbra had a twj urrow eteapa with hit lib. Ed»ani IV. •ent Boger 
Taogluii, « ralnat pmon, to anipriM Pembroke thoei but be e^tnnd Taogbtn, bo- 
headed him, and prooeeded from thenoe to the town of Pembroke. StiU be wae in immi' 
nmt dai^er. Morgan ap ThomM ponoed him, and commenced the nage ot that towD ] 
but Dand ap Ibomaa, who waa the brother of Moigan V nioiiiaa, although of the oppo- 
*ite partj, came to bii aaurtancc^ and locoeeded in railing the lieg^ and Pembroke got 
from thsnoe in eight da;i, and lailod with hi* nephew, tlia jomig Earl of Biohmond, &am 
Tenb7, intending to prooeed to Tranoe. Hit ill foitnna atill prerailed : the wind* drore 
them upon the ooatt of Siittaof) thej wwaforaed toputintoapoit of that oonDti7,and 
ooold Dot be well exouted &om fgiag their reepectt to the Duke of Brittaaf t but when 
thef would hare taken their departon^ thaj wo« prta to nndtntand, ttiat thsj were not 
at liberi? to proceed. The Doke of Sritlanj cxmndaing, that ttien two noblemen might 
be of lome adrantage to him, aiaigned to them the town of Tann«a fbr their letidence. 
Thaj were ontwardlj treated with all reapeot due to their biith and rank, but were 
narrowly watebed. Fembrok^e exile was a protraoted one, and he ronainad abroad, an 
outlaw, a fitgitiTe, and in porer^, daring leTeral Tcan, moit of which he paawd in 
Brittany, I>nt a ibort time was spent in France, just before hii return to England ae lAer 
meutionad. Hia earidom was oonferred b; Edward IT. upon his aon, Frinoe Edward, 
and waa aflorwarde held bj Biobard UL At length, in oooMqaence of tbe death cf 
Edward, the odiom and unpopolarily in whkii BJcbaid wa* bald bj many, and the Eng- 
liah nation betng at laet weary of oiril war, Tioleno^ and bloodshed, tlw prospect was 
opened, of hi* Ntttra to England, and of the pooeaaion to the throne of hi* nephew, Henry 
Bail of Biohmond. 

"In October, 14SS, an attempt was mada, to ef&ot a hostile landing in England, by the 
Earl of ffiduDond, with some forces, which wse intended to have been supported by the 
rising of Hem; Stafibrd, Duke of Bockingfaam, and othen. That expedition was an 
utter and disaitroDt Unra. Bidmwnd's fleet was dispersed by astormj and althoi^h 
the ship in which he sailed appeared off Fooh^ in DorseUbire, he found it dangeron*, m 
well as uaeles*, to attempt to hmd, and was oompdlsd to return to Brittany. The innir- 
ts lu^re w ed, the duke was executed, and Jasper Tudor, with the bittemes* of 
i hopes, was doomed fbr soma time longer, to remain in banishment. The 
not expreaily mention his baring been with Biohmond, in that eipadi- 
IS quite impossiUe^ to doobt the Gut, of hi* hsTing accompanied him. 

"Once more Ibeioene changed in thismost strange and erantftil drama. In 1486, the 
Xarl ot Biohmond, with Jasper Tndor and some iow tioopa from France, landed at 
HiUbrd, in South Waka, and baring been joined by their fiiends and auppoitan, the 
battle of Boeworth (at whioh the latter bad a principal cconmand) plaoed Bichmond on the 
throne of Bn^and, by the title of Hent; TIL 

" By that erent Jasper Tudor found bimielf for the third time, Earl of Pembroke, He 
was restored to his honour* and poeseeaioni, crcatod Dnke of Bedford, made one of the 
PrJTy Council, and one of the OommisaionBit for ezeoutiiig the oEBoe of High Steward of 
England, on the occaNon t^ the oermnony <d tbe ooronstion of Henry ; also Justice of 
South Wales, and Lord Uentenant of Ireland ) and had betide* oonsidenhle and valu- 
able possessions, lands, and offices, oonforred upon Lim. 

" In 1487, he was joint general, with John De Tere, Bari of Oxford, at the battle of 
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of that intetligence,^ was indaoed to return promptly iii order 
to encounter them. 

The two hostile armies met and foi^ht, on CaiMllemas Day, 
the 2nd of February, 1461,' in the parish of Kingslaud, in 
Herefordshire, between Leominster and Wigmore, not far &om 
East Hereford, and very near Mortimer's Cross ;" from which 
place the battle acquired its name. 

In those days the appearance of so unusual a phenomenon in 
the sky, as a parheUon, or mock sun, was considered a strange 
and unheard-of prodigy, which had its weight with ^orant 
men, as an omen of good or bad fortune, exciting vithin them 
either hopes or fears. The rare phenomenon, of the appearance 
of three suns in the sky, presented itself to view, on the morning 
of the battle ; and, after showing themselves for some time, they 
suddenly joined and seemed to form one sun. 

"Cniree ^orioiu tuD*, met oat a p«irfeot aun | 
ITot Mipuni«d bj the nddng cloud*, 
But •erer'd in s pale olear ihining ikj. 
Sea, Mel thij join, embrwe, and wem to tiM, 
i» if thc7 Tow'd Bome kagiw innolable ; 
Stm an thsj but one lamp, one light, one mn." 

8eixx8PUBi'b Smrg VI^ part iiL act 2, aoMie 1. 
[year Xortimei'i Onu.) 



Btoke, when the Eari of LnMwb wa« de&ated. He wat aftorwarda again ^ipotnted joint 
gsneial with the Eari of Oxford, of the army sent into Tlanden, in aid of the Emperar 
Ifaximilian, againat the Kvndi. He manied KatharinA, aixth dausliter of Bichard 
Widerito or Woderile, Earl of Birera, nttw of Eliiabtth, Qoeen of Edward IT., and 
widow of Henij Staflbrd, Dnke of Bnbkingham, who waa exeoated, aa bifin« mmtiinud, 
in 1488. 

" He eontinned to eq'oy hia titlaa, nuki, and great poiaeationa, nntil hi* dnth, whidi 
took plaoe on the Slat of Deoembv, MM. Ha did not laare anf ianu^ and wm inUned 
in the Abbe; of Eejniham. It it poaafble to And, in the whole hiitoi7 of the Engliah 
pewage, a noblonan who experienced more tbtagt and aatoniahing Tidautadv of fbr> 
toneF Wdl maj it be nid that truth iiKnngw than action t" 

■ aat.Parl. 1 Edward IT. (1461), toL t. lb. 169. 

* Tbe jtmt, aoeording to the praeent atjla^ waa 1461 ; but at that time the lagal year 
did not oommenoa tmlil the 26th of Uardh fbllowing i aad nntil that daj amred, the 
then ;ear wonld be called 1460. 

■ I have three time* Tidtod the fidd of battle of Hortinwr'iOiOHi ni., in Ha; 1864, 
Ua; 18(6, and liij 1866. 
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Edward had the sagaci^ to affect to believe, or really did 
believe, that this natural pheDomeiion' was an omen of his 
success. He afterwards, in commemoration of it, assumed the 
sun in its splendour, as his device or badge.' 

Edward with his forces courageously attacked ' the army of 
the Earls of Pembroke and Wiltshire, and after a severe battle, 
completely defeated them ; and about 3800 of the Lancastrians 
were slain. The Earls of Pembroke and of WUtshire escaped 
by flight ; Sir Owen Tudor,* father of the Earl of Pembroke, and 
second husband of Queen Katberine, the widow of Henry V., 
and the mother of Henry VI., was taken prisoner, beheaded at 
Hereford, and was buried in a chape) of the Grey Friars Church ;' 

> On the oooMum of m; Iwt nut to tha ileld of battla, on the £ith of M*j, 1866, 1 
witncued than a nre and Tsrj beuitiflil nmtnral phmomaDon i a ipsaua of iminbow, of 
ramaikabla grandeur, appeared, not ■■ an aroh in the tkj, ai u luiial, bnt fanning a 
iplmdid and broad border to the bmiiOD, and eneireling and i^pewing to reel with iU 
nndor edge upon the earth, towardi the north, and to tonoh with ita nppv edge a oauopj 
of oloudt, the datfaMM (rf wbioh lonned a ttriking oontraat, which wt off iti brilliant 
priMnatte eokmn to great adrantt^e. It* hmatj aod'ni^ulari^ itrikinglj brought to 
my mind, the mnarkable phanomanon, nen bj Bdwaid, on the nme apot, m many jeaia 

* Many yean afterwsrdi, at the battle of Bamet, Sdward'i deriee wat aoaJdentaUr of gnat 
•ertiot, beeanie in themitt, theitarwithrajn, thedevioeof theBadof OzliiTd, who waa 
fighting on the tide of Laiuartar, wai mirtatwi for that of Edward, the aim in apkodouri 
and theLancaatrianaiahen, deoeired bj tba reaanhlanoe, ihot at the fbUoweiaof the Sari 
of Oittird, and the miataka oontriboted oonaidarab^ to the loat of the battle by the 

' Hall B^a, " he Aoro^ let on hia i**»i"*, and thww* ahortlj diaoomfltad." 

* He ia ealled Sir Owen Tudor by Hall, Holinabed, Speed, and OiBflon, in tbeir 
ntftotin Booonnta of tba battle, and he ia alao ao called bj Bandlbrd in hia Ot»iakti«<U 
Sttorj, p. Sfft, and Sir Owen ap Uerydath ap Tndor, Hid. p. US, whioh ate oartainlj 
high anthoritiM tot beliaring that he wat a knight i bnt Sandfbrd eLiewbo* eaUa him 
•■ Owen Tador** only, tML p. 2S3, SSt. Tat Bakm', in tba part of hit CItomMm in whi^ 
the marriage of Owen l^idts with Eatherina^ widow of King HcaurjT., ia mantioned, oalla 
him "Owen Tndor an Xaqoire of Walaa." He ia alao ealled "a Sqi^v of Walaa" in 
Leland'a CbMa rf aaaa, toL iL fe. 4BS [706]. Balph BrocAts in hit CbteJtyaa iff tkt S»- 
Ulitf, Ac, aaya (hat lf»ttiMM married "a noble Qentlsnan named Owen Thaoder of 
Walet." 

' Ownt Uaredith, aliat Tndor, buried in (be Qr^ FitTera in nari Bcolaaiat in aaodlo 
nna alia aepnltdiri manxnia."— Uand'* I t mfraiy, toL It. to. 176 a [83]. 
*■ Owen Ueridik, oormptlT cawUad Owen Thider, Fatbar to Edmimd Erie of Bi(die- 
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and Sir John Scudamore and hia two sons, David Lloyd, Morgan 
ap Reutlier, Thomas Griffith, John Throckmorton, Thomas 
Fitzheniy, and other gentlemen c£ consideration, were also taken 
and beheaded there: a fearful retaliation for the murder of 
the young Earl of Rutland, and the execution in cold blood, 
by the Lancastrians, of some of the prisoners, who had been 
taken at the battle of Wakefield.^ 

The TictoriooB Edward then proceeded with his army to join 
the King-making Earl of Warwick, who had recently been de- 
feated by the Lancastrians at the second battle of St. Alban's. 
Hiey effected a jnnctiou at Chipping Norton, near C!otswold, 
and, with their united armies, marched towards London, where 
Edward was proclaimed King by his partisans shortly after his 
arrival. 

The field of the battle of Mortimer's Gross is in the parish of 
Kingsland, five mile north-west by west from Leominster, close 
to the fifth milestone of the turnpike road, leading from Leo- 
minster to Wigmore and Knighton, at the place where a by- 
road joins the turnpike road, and where a stone pedestal or 
monument, which will be more particularly mentioned after- 
wards, stands at the point of junction of those two roads, which 
was erected to commemorate the battle.' Mortimer's Cross is 
nearly a mile and a quarter fiirther on the turnpike road, leading 
towards Wigmore. 

It may perhaps be taken for granted, that the old historical 
accounts are correct in stating, that previous to the battle, 
Edward had marched as for as Shrewsbury, had returned to 
meet the Earls of Pembroke and Wiltshire, and that the two 

monnt, and Ontmd F»tbaF to Eynge Henrj the Bersntlie, buried in the Qrej Wbtm, in 
tba VotOm 8yde of Uie Bodj of the Churahe in • Ch^iell."— Xeknd'i Itintrary, toL nii. 

b.nbias]. 

> TIw muthoritiM for Iho hiitoriod puti of Uie paper, an Holiiubed, Etll, Grafton, 
Bakar, Ldand, Balph Brooka, Dugdale, and Sandford. It ia Temariutdc^ that Fabyan doea 
not giro ut acoonnt of the battle of Hortiinfr'a Cioaa. 

* Tbia apot ia aometimea called WeA Field. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



CHAP. V. hobtiheb's cboss. 75 

earis had raised a lai^e portion of their forces in Wales ; and 
if so, it is tolerably certain that the LancastrianB advanced from 
Wales into Herefordshire, towards the Garl of March's pos- 
sessions' at Wigmore and on the borders of Wales; conse- 
quoitly the vicinity of Mortimer's Cross was a very natural spot 
for the hostile armies to meet. There is a gentle ascent in the 
road from Mortimer's Cross to the field of battle, and to the 
spot where the pedestal stands, consequently the Yorkists had 
a slight advantage of groond ; and they were drawn up facing 
the westward, whilst the Lancastrian army faced the eastward. 

Mortimer's Cross is not a village, but merely consists of a 
respectable but small country inn, called the Mortimer's Cross 
Inn, and one or two other houses, at a junction of four roads ; 
where in former times a cross is said to have been erected by 
one of the Mortimers ; but it has long been removed, and I 
could not learn, upon inquiry, that it had been there vnthin the 
memory of man. 

Relics of the conflict have been occasionally dog up in the 
fields in front (to the westward) of the pedestal, and of the point 
of junction of the two roads. When I first visited the field of 
battle, on the 16th of May, 1854, 1 met with a husbandman at 
vaA there, who had Uved near it many years, and who informed 
me, that some years ago, in ploughing in the next fields imme- 
diately to the right and left of the turnpike road, after leaving 
the pedestal and the place of junction of the two roads, he 
had not uufrequently discovered remiuns of bridle-bits, stirrups, 
fragments of iron, and, amongst others, long pieces of iron, 
which, from their shape and size, he concluded had been sword- 
blades, besides other indications of the battle. 

Within the recollection of the Rev. R. D. Evans, rector of 
Kingsland, some arms, swords, and spear-heads, were found on 



' It leomi to be Tery dear that the taking of that route vu t< 
the Bsrl of Muoh'i 
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the field of battle, and were presented to the Museum at Here- 
ford.' He also showed me, when I visited the field ot battle in 
1856, a large buckle, perfectly plun, conjecttued to have formed 
part of tiie trappings of a horse ; a small buckle, rather orna- 
mented, probably intended for a eword-'belt, both of iron or 
steel; and a small silver coin, seemingly a groat, all found upon 
the field of battle in 1854.* I have also been informed by him, 
that there was within his recollection, in a close near the field 
of battle, a mound said to have been a place of burial of those 
slain in the battle, but that it is now quite ploughed down, 
and no vestige of it remains. Although the field of battle 
is now entirely enclosed, there were old persons Uving, when 
I visited it in 1855 and 1856, who recollected large parts 
of it, when the thorn fences of its enclosures were small, and 
not much grown, from having been recently planted, and even 
when a portion of the land near the pedestal was open and 
unenclosed. 

The ruins of Wigmore Castle are little more than four miles 
further than the field of battle, on the road from Leominster, 
from which it is about nine miles and a half distant ; and when 
I was on three occasions in the neighbourhood, 1 did not hesitate 



■ Folitelj oominniiioitod b; the Bar. B. D. Btaiu, mctor of Eiugsluid, iiho itatod 
that tb« dJMOmy of tbam took pUoe when be wm b haj. I Tuitod in 1B66 » bwga 
mount in front of the notoij-honM, in whiofa, h be informed m^ he had (bond (but not 
of late TMn) pieoea of iron. Ldand ttatca, "Then wu a Oiatle at Kingealand a 2 milea 
Weit North Weat from Leominitar, the ditohei wliereof and part of the Eeepe be jet 
teene hj the West part of Kingeland Chmrah. Oonetant Fame ujrth that "gjig Ucrawald 
•onietimM laye at thii plaoe linoe of later tTmea it longid to the B. of ]Cai«h«^ now to tlw 
King."— Uand'i .Rwnwjr, toL ir. part 2, fb. 178 a [90]. Kingdand Ohanh wdl noil* 
iupactbn, aa it contain* wrera] otjeota ot intereat to an antiquary. It ii (aid to hara 
been ereoted b; one of the Mortiman in the reign of Edward I.— See an aoconnt of it in 
the Otntlamam'i Kagatime of 1826, toL xeri. part 2, pp. 8S8, 6BS. 

' Tbwe it in the Uiueom at Hereford, an anotent ipnr, found in the neighbonriiood ot 
BCortimcr't Oroie, bat not npon the ddd of battle, of the dncription called the priek *pnr, 
of rteel, plated with ulrer, pnaent«d to the Unaenm in 1839, and which I mw in tba 
Unaeam in Maj 18GS. 
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to prolong my excursion, and visit the remaing of a castle which 
in days of yore was of importance, and a principal residence 
of the Mortimers and of Richard Duke of York. Leland does 
not give any information of moment respecting the castle, but 
merely states concisely, "Wigmore Castle a xs myles from 
Shrenabiri, standing on a Brooket somtime almost dry."' 

The ruins are upon a considerable eminence, and are sadly 
shattered, both by time and wilful spoliation, though they still 
are interesting, aaA of commanding appearance. 

So much of the castle has been destroyed, that it is not pos- 
sible to determine with accuracy its original plan and arrange- 
ments. Some of the outside walls, an arch, and other small 
parts of the principal gateway, and some considerate portions 
of the keep, still remain, much of which are covered with ivy ; 
the moat is also tolerably perfect in most places ; and the ruins 
of the keep stand within the castle upon a naturally high eleva- 
tion, which has been considerably raised by artificial means. 
The keep has formerly been further strengthened by an interior 
moat, which separated it from the rest of the castle. 

Most of the walls have been built of a slaty kind of stone, 
which has a tendency to splinter and cmmfale from the ^ects 
of the weather and frost, so that the remains do not ^pear 
likely to have a very long continuance. In approaching the 
entrance, there are some appearances visible, of a rampart and 
ditch, extending to the right, and also for a little distance to the 
left, of the gateway; there are not, however, any signs of masonry 
upon the rampart ; bat, if it formerly formed part of the oat- 
works or outward defences of the castle, it probably has been 
fortified with palisades or stakes. 

The church and httle village of Wigmore are dose to the 
castie. The choreh is a plain stone Gothic edifice, of great anti- 
quity. It contams sedilia, and also a piscina, both of remarkable 

' LeUnd'i lUntrary, toI. t!!. fo. Si. 
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Gonstniction : the fonDer being literally stone seats separated by 
stone partitions perfectly plain, without any canopies or arches ; 
and the latter being placed on the acute angle of some masoniy 
near them. The roof of the church ts of a veiy unusual descrip- 
tion, as it is of massive oak timber, wa^on-shaped, and appa- 
rently of great age ; and a large part of the outside wall of the 
north side of the nave is built with the stones set in the herring- 
bone &ahion, which is now very rarely to be met with, and is 
usually considered a proof of its remote antiquity. 

A chapel, now demolished, originally stood on another part 
of the north side of the church, as is proved by the piscina still 
remaining on the outside of it ; and the arch through which the 
entrance was obtained into it from the church, being still 
apparent in the north wall. 

Considering the great utility of the castle, as a bridle to in- 
cursions from the borders of Wales, formerly a hostile country, 
its importance to the lords of the Welsh marches, audits having 
been a residence of the powerful Mortimers, who had more than 
once caused kings to feel uneasy on their thrones, I was a little 
surprised not to find it of more extensive size; nor did I con- 
sider its position to have been naturally as strong, as might 
have been expected, for such a fortress. 

Here the traveller finds himself in a district upon the borders 
of Wales, which in a remote age, and when the principaUty was 
considered as a hostile country, was a part of the Welsh 
marches, and the personages in command there, were designated 
Lords Marchers.* They were so called, from the word marche, 
or limit. They had Courts of Marche, in which they tried causes 
of difierent kinds, and especially offences against the public 
peace, which went by the name of Marche Treason.^ The 



' BlAokitooe't Cbmumdirwi, 3n! editiiw (by SUphen), toL ii. p. 6S4. 
' Bnrn'iXaB DirifofUHjp, toL iL p. 108. The laine obmrBtian* equally apply b 
Lords Marchen on tlie boandaries between England and Bootlmd. 
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Mortimers often held that important office upon the borders of 
Wales. 

There were in Wales, and the borders of England, adjoining 
the principality, 141 manors, of large extent, possessed by the 
Lords Marchen, who enjoyed almost regal rights upon their 
lands, and administered justice within their several districts, 
without the intervention of the King's judges.' The excessive 
authority and local jurisdictions of the Lords Marchers, in this 
debatable land, were abolished by an act of Parliament, in the 
time of Henry Vm." 

The drive from Leominster to Wigmore is interesting end 
pleasant. The view from Wigmore Castle is exteDsive and 
beautiful ; an amphitheatre of mountains forms a background, 
between which and the castle, is a veiy extensive plain, over 
which, in days of yore, the powerful Mortimers could sur- 
vey, from the towers and battiements, their vast possessions, 
and, as mighty feudal lords, they also could despotically com- 
mand the property, services, and even the lives of nearly all 
who resided within the district. 

The pedestal or monument before noticed, erected near the 
fifth milestone of the turnpike road, to commemorate the battle 
of Mortimer's Cross, contains the following inscription : — 



■ Carte'i Englaad, toL iiL p. ISfi. There «aa ■!«> a leal of the MarchM, which was 
■bragatodbj theaet 4Ui Heni; VII., which enacted that all gnnti and writmga of land* 
or UuDgB pertaining to the earidom of Uareh, ibould be under the Brottd Seal, and not 
under a ipeoial Hal. 

* Statute 27th Henry Till. o. VI. But, notwithitouding die abolition of the local 
juriidirtion and of the almoat lanleu powem of the Lords Maroben, by the efibct of the 
act 2Tth Henr J Till. e. sr, the Court of the Lord Frcaident and Council of the Marches 
of Walo, wM Btill kept up. It wae a court of extenaiTejuriediotioD, which mtemAtA 
by King Edward IT., in honour of the Earli of March, from whom he waa deaoended ) 
and he appointed it to be held at Ludlow t and in tlie thirty-third year of Henry TIIL, 
the oourt wa« oonfirmed by act of Parluunent, which enacted, " that there ahali be and 
ranain a President and Council, in the dominion of Waki, and marohea of the aame." 
The Snt President i» aaid to hare been Anthony Widsrile, Earl Birers, in the IStb of 
Bdward IT.; aud the la«t was the Earl of MaccleaSeld, in 16S9 : the court having been 
abolished by act of Parliament of lat WiUiam and Haij. 
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THIS FBDB8TAL IB lEKCTBD TO FEKFITVATX THE HEKOKT 

OF AN OBSTINATE BLOODT AVD DECISIVa BATTU, FOUGHT NIaB 

THIS SPOT, IH THE CIVIL WABS BBTWEBM TBB AHBITIOUS HOUBBS 

OF rOBK AND LANCABTEB, ON TUB StID SAY OF FEBBrABT 1460 > 

BETWEEN THE FOBCES OF EDWABD IfOBTIHEB BABL OP 

HAXGH (AFTEBWABDS EDVABD THE FOUBTH) OH THE SIDE OF 

TOKK, AND THOSE OF HENRI THE SIXTH ON THE SIDE OF 

LANCASIEB. 

THE kino's TEOOFS WEBB COHHANDBD BY JASPEE BABL 

OF PBHBOKE; EDWABD COHMAMDED HIS OWN IN FEBSON AND 

WAS VICTOBIO&S; TBB BLADOKTEB WAS OBEAT ON BOTH SIDES 

FOUB TBOVBAND BEING LEFT DEAD ON THE FIELD, AND HANT 

WELSH PBBBONS OP THE FIBST DISTINCTION WEXE TAKEN PBISOKBBS, 

AUONO WHOM WAS OWEN TDDOB (ORBAT-OBAKDPAIBBB TO 

BEKBY THE EIGHTH, AND A DESCENDANT OF THE ILLUSTBIOV8 

GADWALLADEB) WHO WAS APTEKWABDS BEHEADED AT HEBBFOED : 

THia WAS THE DECI3ITB BATTLE WHICH FIXED EDWABD THE 

POEBTH ON THE THBONE OF ENGLAND,' WHO WAS FBOCLAIHED 

KING IN LONDON ON THE FIFTH OF UABCH FOLLOWING. 

EBBCTBS BY 8CB8CBTFTI0N 

IN THE YEAB 1799. 



I Some puts of the itjicriptiaii Hem open to objection. ?rom what hii been alread; 
mentioned in > former note, it tnay tttHj be oonjeotuNd whj the ;eu- ii et&ted to be 
U60, initMd of 1461, urn modern hittoricalwiitePKould bars deeignited it ) bat it doe* 
not appeu euj to uiign a naion, i*hj the name "Moitimer" ii inaoribed initcad of 
"Plantagenet." 

> The inacription ia not altogether aocarat«s in atating that the battle of Uortinwr'B 
Ctdbi fixed Edward IT. on the throne of England. H« certainly wm prodaimed King 
by hia partiaana, in London, eoon after that battl^ but he na« bdebtod to theanbeequent 
battle of ToiTton,lbr hia bong really plaocd npon the throne. TheatatDtelatEdwardlT., 
pt«Md in 1461, deolorea the 4th of March to be the date when Edward IT, commenoed 
hia ndgn j " tlie Ibmlh day of the moneth of Uarche lait paat take upon hym to nae hii 
right and title to the eeid Besme of England and Lordihip and tntred into the exeroiM of 
the Boiall eatate^ dignite, preemynence and power of the aame coroune, and to the Beigne 
and gonmeonoe of the arad Beame of Englond and Lordahip i and the sane fomth day 
of Hardi auoeTed Henry late iiaUed King Hetiiy tbs Biit aon to Hniiy, aon to the leid 
Henry late Erie of Derby, eon to the add John of Gaunt, from the occapation, uanrpa* 
tton, intnuion, reignr, and goremiiuiice of the aame Beams of Englond and Loidahip." 
Alt. Pari. 1 Edward IT. 1461, toL t. fb. 464. See alui Fabyan, fo. SIR 
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FIELD OF THE BATTLE 
TOWTON." 



Sinard.—" Now brMthe we, Lordt t good fininue bids ni pwue, 
And tmooth tha froviu of war with peKefat look*. 
Some troop* pnmiB ths bloodf-minded Qaeen | 
That led oalm Heniy, though he were a King, 
At doth a aail, flll'd with a fretting gmt, 
Oommand an argoaj to atam the waT(»." 

SSAZagpxisi'B £«iiry F/. part 3, aot iL scene B. 

{A FUld qfBaUU, ioApfra Towloit and Saaton.) 

The most sanguinaty and important battle that ever took place 
in the civil vars of England, was that of Towton, in Yorkshire ; 
and from the interest which it has excited, and the historical 
events which have resulted from it. I have been induced to pay 
several visits to that memorable field of battle.' 



I Tbe ff upon the Field of the Battle of Towton wm read bdbre meetiiigt of the 
SoeiBty of Antiqaariia of London, OD the Ilth and 18th of Janoar;, lS49,aLnd the thanks 
of tha meetingB wara rated for it to the aatkor. Serenl additioni hare, kowefer, been 
made in it, and aome material altentioiu and eomctioiu haTe been inln>dufied, in conee- 
qnence of furthw infermation aoqnired b; tfae author, dnring hit aubieqaeut niile to Ui» 
field of Uttle. 

' I Titiled the field of battle on Uie 26th of Jul; and 7th of Angost, ISIS, and again 
in the jem t64B, 1850, ISCl, ISCS, 1854, 1866, and 1866. In one of thoae vieits (on 
the 2Dd of Augoat, 1868) I walked witii mj aon, Hr.Aleiander Brooke, entirely acrou the 
field of battle) oomiQenoing on the groand occupied b; the left wing of the L 
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Queen Margaret* and the Lancastrjpns, exulting in the vic- 
tory obtained at Wakefield, were encourBged by it to proceed 
towards London, io hopes of being admitted into the city ; but 
on their arrival at St.AIban's, they enconntered the Earl of 
Warwick^ and an army of Yorkists ; and for the second time^ 
within less than six years, a battle was fought there.' It termi- 
nated in the defeat of the Yorkists, and was of great importance 
to the JjBncastrians, because they regained the advantage of the 
use of the name of King Henry YI.* in their proceedings, as 
the battle deUvered him out of the custody of the Yorkists. 
Margaret's victory was, however, disgraced by an act of great 
barbarity : she, or some of the Lancastrian leaders with her 
sanction, put to death in cold b)ood, after the battle. Lord 



■long the whole liiu^ to the ipot occupied bj UuSx right iring ) and we deeoended from 
thenoe through the mtadowe to the rirer Cook. Anj aiitiquarj inclined to ponae the 
ume wilk, should IwTe the VenyMdge KMd, betweoi Dintjogdile and Towton, and 
enter the fields at the ipot^ where he maj obaerr* one of them of ray large liu, nearly 
opposite • white bimbonte ttioding on the eaatirsrd aide of the Ferrybridge n»d. He 
ma; eaail; procure a oountiTman, for a imall gialnit;, to act aa guide to him, if be haa 
douhta about getting well orer one or two leiiaea, which, howerer, reaU; do not praaent 
moch difficulty. Tha Lanautriani eridently bad lelected the bighett ground, command- 
ing on exteniiTa proapect, with the depression or vallif after mentioned, in front of a 
oonriderahlB portion of their line. It was dearly the strongest position near Towton. 

' Qnecai Margnret, nsuelly called Uargaret of Anjou, was the Queen of Henry TI., to 
whom she was married on the 22nd of April, 146E. — See Chap. HI. 

> Bicbard Nerille, Eari of Warwick, called the Xing-Maker. (See Chap. II.) John 
Howbray, Duke of Norfolk, was also one of the oommanden on the side of the Torkists, 
at the araond battle of St. Alban's. 

* Tha second battle of St. Alban's was fought on Shiore Tuesday, the 17th of Febmaiy, 
1460-1. 

* The oUimi of Xing Henry TL to the throne of England were grounded upon hia 
dsicent ftota John of Oaunt, fourth son of Xing Edward III,, by Blandie his wife. (See 
Pedigree ITo. 1, (^p. IX.) Heniy was the eldeat son of Xing Heniy V. and Queen 
Eatherine, bom at Windsor in 1421 ; suooeeded to the orown, when an in&mt, upon his 
father's death, on tha 31«t of Angost, 1422| was crowned at Westminster, on the 6th of 
ITorember, 1429 1 andalsoat Notre Dame at Paris, on the 17th of Nonmber, 1481; was 
deposed on the 4th of March, 1461 (see Bot. Pari. 1 Edward IV. toI. t. fb. 464), and 
was reinatated upon the throne for a short period in 1470 and 1471 ; but with the battles 
of Bamet, fought on the 14th of April, and of Tewkesbury on the 4th of May, 1471, all 
further chance of his reigning was eitinguished, and he died in the Tower of London soon 
after the latter battle. 
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Bonvile,' and Sir Thomas Eiriel ^ of Kent, to whose custody 
King Henry had been confided before the battle, and notvith- 
standing they had remained with him on his express assurance 
of their safety. 

Margaret, however, was very far from deriving the advant^es 
which she had hoped for, from the victory. The citizens of 
London were, for the most part, favourable to the House of 
York ; besides which, they were alarmed at the outrages, rapine, 
and violence, perpetrated by Margaret's lawless forces, on their 
march towards London, and, consequently, its gates were shut 
against her. Margaret found that she could not obtain admis- 
sion into the city, and received intelligence that the Earl of 
Warwick had effected a junction with Edward Earl of March,' 
at Chipping Norton, near Cotswold, and that they were marching 
with all the forces that they could collect, upon London ; she, 
therefore, found it expedient to retire with her army, and to 
proceed to the north of England, in order to raise more forces ; 
and then she hoped to have in the field an army sufSciently 
sbong to crush her antagonists effectually. 

Edward entered London triumphant after his victory at Mor- 
timer's Gross ; and having the support of Thomas Bourchier,* 
Archbishop of Canterbury ; Geoi^ Neville,' Bishop of Exeter, 



> willilm Lord Bonrils mi tha bthar of Williun BoDTile, who mtmed KliiabeUi, 
daogbler and heir of William Lord Hairington, t^ nhoin he had a ion, William Bonnie, 
Xoid Hanington, oho m* iMd at the battle of Wakefield in 1400.— See Cfaap. IT. 

* Sir Thoma* Kiriel wm a ooaunauder of note and bttjerj in the wart in Fnnoe. See 
HoMtrdet, roL E fo. 78, and toL iii. (ca. S6, 27. 

■ Bdmri Flantagmet, Eari of Uaroh (^ougb u*uaU; dnigiuted bj that title hf 
hittoriana, beoanw in fact, nnke of York, upon hii bther's death), was the eldeit ton of 
Bioliard Duke of York, and Oeoilr hii wife. He wai afterward* King Edward IT., and 
died on th« Dth of April, 148S.— Sea Chap. T., and Pedigreee No*. 1 and 8, Chap. IX. 

* Thonuu Boordhier ww originallj Biabop of Elj, and alterwarda became Archbiihop 
ofCanterbai/iu 1454, and nUined that see until be died rerj aged in 1466, baling held 
it 32 jean, and in the nignt of fire kmg). Ha waa aba LoidChanoellor and a Cardinal 
-See Chap. UI. 

* Oeorge Nerilla, fourth Mm of Richard Iferille, Earl of Saliabury, waa Biahop of 
Eielar and Lord Ohanoellor in 1460, and Bft«rwardt (in 1466) Archbiahop of York.— See 
Chqi.in. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



84 BATTLE OF CBAT. VI. 

and Lord Chancellor ; and other bishops ; the Duke of Norfolk ■} 
the Earl of Warwick ; Lord Falconberg ;* and other noblemen 
and knights of the Yorkist party, who were then in London ; was 
declared King by acclamation, by a lai^e body of troops and of 
spectators, in the fields near Clerkenwell, on the 3nd of March, 
1461.' On the 3rd he was petitioned by the noblemen and 
leaders of that party, to assume the kingly office, and rode on 
the 4th to St. Paul's, and there made his offering, and then 
proceeded with a pompous processsion to Westminster Hall, 
and took his seat upon the throne, with the sceptre in his 
hand, and was recognised as King, somewhat in the form of a 
coronation. From thence he went with a similar procession to 
Westminster Abbey, under a canopy, and, having made another 
offering there, he received the homage of the noblemen there 
present, and was afterwards, in the usual form, proclaimed King 
of England, in Westminster, by the title of Edward IV., and 
the next day was proclaimed in the same manner, in the city of 
London. The 4th of March was the day on which Henry VL 
was subsequently declared by Parliament to have been deposed, 



' John Howbm;, Oati Doke of Norfolk, Eul of Nottiiigliun, and Earl Utnhal of 
England, the aon of lobo Mowbray, Doko of ITorfolk, and Eatherine hii wife, danghter 
of Balph Norille, firat Earl of WMtmoraland, niarried Eleanor, daughto- of William Lord 
BoorobiM', and ii»t«r«f Seaij Boorohier, Earl of Ebibi. Hb Ibughl for tb« Yoiliat party 
at th« aecond battb of at. Alban'* in lMO-1, and died in the flrrt year of Edward IT, 14S1, 
and ITU bnned in the Abbery of Ibetford. Hii aon, .Fohn Uowbrsj, Barl of Bnrrc;, sue- 
Deeded him u Dake of Norfolk- 

• William ReriUe, Lord Falconberg, was the teoond son of Balph Kerille, Snt Earl of 
Weelmoreland, bj Joan hia aeoond wife, a daughter of John of Gaunt, Ihike of Lancaater ; 
be had aerred in France, and Iboght at the battlee of Korthampton and TowtOQ, and 
waa created Earl of Esnt in the first year of Edward IT., and afterwarde made High 
Adminl of England, and a Enight of the Qarter, for the important MrTioee whioh ha 
had rendered to the Home of York. He died about tbe aeoond year of Edmril IT., and 
waa buried at the Priory of Qiiborougb, in Yoilsbire. Hia being nnole to Bicbard 
Neville, Eari of Warwick, the King-Uaker, may account for his fighting on the aide of 
Edward IT., and having a principal command at the battle* of Northampton and of 
Towton.— See Chap. III. 

■ According to the present stylo, tbe year waa 1161 ; hat at th»t time, the legal year did 
not commence until the 261b of March, uid ooDteqoently, until that day arrimd, the year 
was then called 1460. 
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and the reign of Edward IV. to have commenced.' Edward's 
great object now was to seek and encounter the Lancastrian 
army ; he had nothing to gain by delay, but everything to hope 
from a victory, which he knew would remove the advantage 
which Henry VI. had, from his being in possession of the crown, 
and having been for so many years recognised by the nation as 
King of England. On the 7th of March the Earl of Warwick, 
and a large portion of the army of the Yorkists, quitted London, 
and commenced their march towards the North. On the 13th, 
f^dward and the remainder of the army also left London, and 
proceeded with little rest, until they reached Pontefract. 

The Lancastrian army had assembled at York, and on the 
approach of the Yorkists, quitted the city, and inarched through 
Tadcaster to Towton, and there prepared for the approach of 
their enemies ; whilst King Henry VI., Queen Margaret, and 
Edward ^ the young Prince of Wales, remained at York, await- 
ing the result of the impending battle, which was to decide 
whether Henry was to continue to be the sovereign of England, 
or to become a poor exile and a homeless fugitive. 

It was with feelings of the most intense hatred, that the forces 
of the two parties approached each other ; the deaths of not a 
few of the members of their respective families, and of many 
friends in battle, and of others on the scaffold, the forfeitures 
and confiscations by the act of attainder of the Parliament held 
at Coventry, and the bitterness of party strife, gave to tlie con- 
flict a degree of inveteracy and fury, perhaps never equalled in 
any civil dissensions in England ; and it cannot excite wonder, 
that in the dreadful battle which ensued, no quarter was given 
or expected. 



' iof.J'ori.l.tEdTOrdlV. (1461),roLv.p.464. Soeal»oFsbj«n'a CArowrfw, fo.2l8. 

* Edvard Prinoe of Walei, the od\j ohild of Eenrj TI. and Qaetm Uuguet, wu bom 
on Uie 13th of Ootober, 1453 ; created Prince of Wiitm and Earl of Cketter on the 16th of 
March, in the thiitj'ieooiid jesr of Henry TI. ; and tru murdered after the battle of 
Te«kMbai7, on the 4th of M».j, 1471.— See Chapi. in. and Til. ; and Pedigree No. I, 
Ch*p.IZ. 
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The first hostile meetmg of any of the forces, was unfovour- 
able to the cause of Edward. He had sent troops commanded 
by Lord Fitzwalter,* to secure the passage over the river Aire, at 
Ferrybridge; but in the course of the night of the 27th of 
March, or very early in the morning of the 28tli, a body of 
light cavalry, under the command of Lord Clifford,^ was detached 
by the Lancastrians, and attacked and defeated the Yorkists 
stationed there, slew theur leader, and won that position ; but 
in consequence of Edward's forces having crossed the Au% at 
CasUeford, three miles higher up the river, the Lancastriqli 
troops were soon obliged to retreat &om Ferrybridge, and, in 
endeavouring to rejoin the main body at Towton, were inter- 
cepted at a place called Dintingdale,' near Scarthingwell, and 
near Saxton, were completely defeated, and then: leader. Lord 
Clifford, was slain. 

The maiu bodies of the two armies were now close to each 
other : that of the Yorkists being posted at Saxton, and that of 
the Lancastrians at Towton ; and during the night of the 2Sth, 
each party prepared for the terrible combat of the morrow. On 
Palm Sunday, the 29th of March, 1461, at nine in the morning, 
the battle commenced ; and it is to be regretted, that the old 
historians have handed down to us, very little information 
of value, respecting that most extraordinary and sanguinary 
conflict ; but some of the few particulars which they have left, 
will be noticed afterwards. The battle is said to have raged 
with great obstinacy and valour on both sides, during about 
ten hours, and terminated in a complete victory on the side of 
the Yorkists, and the rout and dispersion of the Lancastrian 
army. 

The place where it was fought, is found without difficulty ; 
indeed the old chroniclers and annalists mention the locality 

I See obeemtioDi in a note infra in thii cbapter, reapecting Iioni FiUwslter. 
' John Lord Clifford «a« tiie aon of Thoma* Lord Clifford, vbo w» ■bin at the flnt 
battle of St. Albany in I155.-See Chap. IT. 
■ Hall, HolinBhad, araflon. 
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with fiofficient precision. We know &om those sources (inde- 
pendently of tradition), that it took place near Towton, partly 
in the township of Towton, and partly in that of Saxton, and 
between Towton aad Saxton ;^ and as the distances between the 
villages of those names, is only one mile and a half, it de6nes the 
exact locality very clearly. 

The battle has been called by various names, such as the 
battle of " Towton," of " Saxton," " Palm Sunday Keld," and 
"Sherbnm," and in the act of attainder of the first of Edward IV. 
it is called " Saxtonfeld and Tawtonfeeld, in the shire of 
York."' 

This celebrated and decisive battle established for a consider- 
able time, Edward IV. upon the throne of England.' 

The place where it was fought, Ues between the villi^s of 
Saxton and Towton, and very jiear to, but a little to the south- 
ward of, the latter village. In order that the locality may be 
correctly understood, it is necessary to mention, that the district 
in which the battle was fought consists of an extensive range of 
high land, the approach to which, on the south side, is by a 
gentle ascent, which commences about a quarter of a mile on 
the north side of the village of Saxton, and extends as a small 
elevated plain (except in one spot, where there is a depression or 
valley, which will be afterwards described), past the vill^ of 
Towton, by the modem turnpike road, until within about a 
niile from Tadcaster, where the road descends rather rapidly into 
B flat tract of meadow ground, extending to Tadcaster. On the 
eastward, the high ground slopes gently down towards the pre- 
sent great north road, leading from Ferrybridge to Tadcaster ; 
and the slope of the land continues inclining to the eastward, in 
the direction of North Milford and of Church Fenton ; and the 

' "Thii feeld wu u much fought in Saitoa Parooh, u in Towton, jet it b«rith the 
nameof Towtoii." — Lelftod'i Itintran/, to\.L (b.4?. 

» Bof. Pari 1 Bdward IV. (1461), Tol. t. fo. 478. Appenclii No. 1. 

' Id order to kvoid ■ repetition of refewnoei, the •uthoriliee referred to in tlus peper 
for the historical bete, are Hall, Holioshed, Lel&nd, Speed, Storr, Dugdale, John 
Habiagtoa, Sitl. Crog. Co»L, Francis Biondi, Fabjan, QraClon, Baker, and Seluli Pari. 
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south-eastward extremity extends towards Scarthingwell. On 
the west side, the high ground terminates very abruptly in 
steep eminences, some parts of which may, from their ateepnesa 
and abruptness, without much impropriety, be called clifEs, 
which overlook a narrow belt of beautiful meadow ground, in 
which the river Cock, there called Cock-Beck, flows. It runs 
towards the north ; and after passing the spot which will be 
afterwards more particularly noticed, where the ancient road to 
Tadcaster formerly was, it makes a turn towards the eastward, 
and at the foot of the descent before mentioned, the modem 
turnpike road (the present great north road) crosses it ; and it 
flows from thence across some meadows for about a quarter of a 
mile, still to the eastward, and there runs into the river Wharfe. 
The ancient road, upon which men yet livmg have driven to 
and from Tadcaster, which is now little more than an occupa- 
tion road, turns off abruptly, at the north end of, and ckise to, 
Towton village, and descends the eminence^ in a westwardly 
direction, to a continuation of the belt of meadow ground before 
mentioned, where it arrives at the river Cock. This descent by 
the ancient road is so steep, that it is a matter of siu^rise, how 
the heavy coaches formerly in use, and waggons, could safely 
pass up and down it, yet it was even in modem times part of 
the great north road. After descending the eminence, the 
ancient road formerly crossed the river Cock by a stone bridge, 
now destroyed -^ and after passing over a part of the beautiful 
meadow ground before noticed, it ascended the rising grotmd 
on the opposite side of the meadow, and so proceeded on 
towards Tadcaster. 

' At present, the river Cock is crossed in the meadow by a 
narrow wooden bridge, merely used for foot passengers aud 
horses, the supporting piers of which are of stone, and they 



' Upon thii aminraoe, clou to the village, w a •mall vood wUed Beniluu' Wood. 
* I Dould not team aDjthii^ ntpectrng the companttiTe intiquity of the bridge but I 
eoDnder it Terf improbable that there was anj bridge over the Cook in 1181. 
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probably were built or rebuilt from tbe materials of tbe older 
bridge ; in fact, I saw several worked and broken stones lying 
near it, strengthening the supposition of their having formed 
part of an old bridge. It may be correct here to mention that 
there is an old stone bridge at the village of Stutton, still exist- 
ing, also over the Cock, much nearer to Tadcaster, £rom which a 
road joins the old road before mentioned to Tadcaster, and that 
human bones, probably of some of the fugitives, have been dug 
up on the line of the country where the modern turnpike road 
runs between Towton village and the bri(^ at Stutton.' 

The village of Towton is small, and not well built; the houses 
are principally of stone, or with rough-cast fronts ; it has not 
any church; and Towton Hall, where John Kendall, Esq., resides, 
is close to the village on the south-westward side of it. The 
vill^ ties about two miles and a half to the southward of 
Tadcaster; and the turnpike road from Ferrybridge towards 
Tadcaster, passes through Sherbum and past Barkston and 
Scarthingwell Park, and proceeds directly to it (Towton and 
Sherbum being nearly north and south of each other); and the 
turnpike road passes through the village of Towton, at which it 
meets the public road which will be afterwards noticed, from 
the village of Saxton. 

There is also a road leading from Saxton village to Scarthing- 
well which joins the turnpike road from Ferrybridge, at Dinting- 

' I liiited tbe bridge and tbe mer Cook at Stutton, in 1849. I oonsider it reij pro- 
bable that a portion of the I^na^triaat, in retreating, puwd the Cook at that plaoe ather 
bj a bridge or ford. 

There ia abo a nnall bridge called Eettleman'a Bridge, nntr Tadcaater, at tbe eonfluRm 
of tbe riren Ooek and Wharf. It ii not Jtrj kmg amce an attempt was made, to ihow 
that it v«a B Roman bridge. I examined it careful!; in Angnat 1853, and, «o &r from 
conaidering it Botoan, I do not man believe it to be a Ter; old one. Similar bridge* ate 
not nncommon in tome parta of Torkahire. There ia one whioh I have often aeen, owet 
tbe brook called Hock Beck, on the right aide of and rer; dou- the road leading from 
Harrogate to Feiratone, which, though eonaiderabl; narrower, resembles it tw; much. 
Xhare was alao another, nrj neentlj, whioh ia now deatrojed, orer the same brook, at 
a idaoe called Enoi Hill, near Harrogate, on the right aide of the nwd trading from 
Harrogate to Eillingwell aod Biplej; and I am informed that there ia now another of the 
tame kind at Fowatone, 
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dale, at the distance of about half a mile &om Saxton village; 
and OD the eastward side of the Ferrybiidge road, there is a 
stone quarry called Diotingdale Qaan;, close to the place where 
the other road joins it. 

Near this spot at Dintingdale, the engagement took place, in 
which the savage Lancastrian leader, Lord Clifford, fell,' on the 
28th of March, the day before the battle of Towton;' his crimes 
merited a worse fate. His death is introduced by Shakespeare 
io the Third Pan of King Henry VI. 

CUffbrd. — ** Here bnrni mj csndle out, aj, here it dies, 

Wfaioh, whilit it laitod, gae Eing Heuij light. 
Ah, IiBDcaBteT ! I fear thine orerthroir, 
lion than mj bodj'B parting with my hoL 
Iff lore and fear gloed many friendi to thee i 
And DOW I Ml, thj tough oommixtOMa melt, 
Impairing Henry, strength'ning miiproud YoA. — 



Bootleaa an plaint«, and omdeM are my woondi 
If o way to fly, not strength to hold out flight : 
The be i* mereilaw, and will not pi^ i 
Wot at thur hands I luiTe desayd no pity. 
The air hath got into my deadly woondi, 
And mooh eflbae of blood doth make me &int." ' 



The elevated land begins to rise about a quarter of a mile on 
the north side of Saxton village, firom which a public road pro- 
ceeds from thence in a northwardly direction, and continues to 
rise until within little more than half a mile to the southward of 
the village of Towton, where there is a considerable depression 
or descent in the road, and in the ground on each side of it 
At this place, and on the left or westward of the road, the 
depression in the ground deepens through a large meadow, 
where it forms a valley, which contracts, and extends through 



■ John Lord C3iflbnl,*oa oflliomas Lord Cliflbrd, slain at tbefini battle of St.Allnn'a 
in 1456. John Loid Cliflbrd tbnght at the battle of Wake&eldL— See Chap. IV. 
* Holinshed, Hall, Qnfton, and J. Eabington. 

■ Tiird FaH of Smry VL, aot ii. scene 6. 
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an opening in the eminence or cliff before mentioned, to the 
belt of meadow land extending to the river Cock. On the right 
or eastward side of the public road, the depression which is 
called Towton Dale, extends some little distance into the adjoin- 
ing fields, and then becomes a mere undulation in the fields ; 
and the gronnd is nearly level from thence towards the eastward. 
This place is easily known — not merely by the huge meadow 
and valley, but by a stone quarry called Towton Dale Quarry, 
worked close to, and on the westward or left side of, the road, 
and which is passed on leaving the depression, and ascending 
towards Towton village.' 

Those marks will enable the visitor to find the scene of 
action, withoat difficulty. The battle of Towton was fought on 
the spot now occupied by the laige meadow and valley before 
mentioned (on the west side of the road), the depression called 
Towton Dale, the fields extending a considerable distance to the 
eastward of the road, and the ground in the neighbourhood of 
the stone quarry. 

The large meadow is remarkable for producing rich rank 
grass, and also for three or four extensive irregularly shaped 
patches of very small wild dwarf rose-bushes, which I was told, 
were both red and white; it ibnns the west end of Towton 
Dale. The meadow is not unfrcquently called the Bloody 
Meadow, and was, according to tradition, a scene of great 
slaughter, and it is said that considerable numbers of the dead 
were buried there. The distance across the fields, from the 
public road at that spot to the turnpike road leading from Ferry- 
bridge, is about a mile, and the whole tract of ground between 
them is enclosed and cultivated. 

The Lancastrians had their army drawn up, a little to the 
southward of the vill^e of Towton, which was rather more than 

' Belbn arririag at the depreaiion, and oloae to it, oa the right or eastward aide of the 
road, some amall quantitica of stone, hare been also dug in another place : but that quarry 
baa nercr been of an; largo extent, and remained a considenbLe time irithout being woiAmI, 
although Uie working of it on a small Kale has bem reoentl; resumed. 
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a quarter of a mile in their rear, and they occupied the highest 
grouDd there. The position was a good one. Their right wing 
extended towards the eminence or cliff before mentioned, and 
they had the meadow and valley in front of it. Their centre 
had the depression called Towton Dale, or at least part of it, in 
front, and their left wing extended a considerable distance to 
the eastward,^ towards the place where the turnpike road from 
Ferrybridge now is. Before the land was drained, which lies 
below and on the eastward side of the Ferrybridge road, between 
Dintingdale and Towton, some boggy and marshy land formerly 
existed beyond the position of their left wing, which perhaps 
might be a protection against its being outflanked.^ Their left 
wing had no particular advantage over their adversaries, except 
from the ground being a trifle, and not much, higher than that 
occupied by the right of the latter. The Lancastrian position 
extended along the highest part of the ground, in a direction 
almost dae east and west. 

The Yorkists naturally drew up their army opposite the other, 
and on the south side of the meadow and depression before 
mentioned, and with their centre and right wing extending 
across the ground, now enclosed fields, to the eastward, and 
towards the present turnpike road from Ferrybridge. 

I made inquiries from persons residing near the scene of 
action, but could not learn that there were any traces of in- 
trenchments visible : although they might have been expected 



1 It ii acoTcelj poMJble to nnderatand wh; it u atated, in a abort paper, by the Ber. 
George TowuMnd, profeMing to give •ome accoimt of the battle, and communicated at 
tlie meeting of the Archtaologioal Inititals, held at York, in July 1S46 (see report of the 
prooeodinga, p. 12), that the Lancaatriana were drawn op at " Dartingdile," or " Tarting- 
dale," between Towton and Saxton. I wea inforiDed, in repi; to my ingniriea made in tlia 
nngbbourhood, that no person Uting n«ar there, erer heard of aucb names. The m. 
miter aeenu to hare oonliued Uioae namea with Teuton Dale. He also erroneouily atatea, 
that the Lords Cliflbrd, Northiunberluul, and Daore, drew np their men, and that tboee 
" three I^ncaatrian kadera all net their deatbi in this battle." It apparently e*c*ped hia 
recollection, that Lord CUffortt «a* alain on the prerioua day. 

* Mr. Et-ndall, of Towton Hall, informed me that he haa Men,in clearing out (be diaint 
Quiro, many large piece* of oak dug out, black with age, and with lying in pea^ aoil. 
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to have been found at the spot where the Lancastrians were 
posted. 

Instances have occurred, though not very numerous of late, 
of the discovery of parts of human skeletons, and fragments of 
armour, weapons, piles of arrows, bridle-bits, spurs, &c. &c., 
on the field of battle. 

The remains of armour, weapons, and other relics, turned up 
on the field of this great engagement, have been compara- 
tively, rather small, which has been very fairly accounted for 
by Dr. Whitaker,' from the circumstance, that the weather was 
cold, and the victory complete, so that the spoil of the field, and 
the interment of the dead, proceeded at leisure ; he, however, 
mentions one relic, which escaped the vigilance of plunder, viz., 
a gold ring, weighing about one ounce, which was found on 
the field about thirty years before (his work was published in 
1816); it had no stone, but a lion passant was cut upon the 
gold, with this inscription in the old black-letter character — 
"Now ys thus." The crest is that of the Percies; and Dr. 
Whitaker considers, that it was a ring actually worn by the 
Earl of Northumberland ; and that the motto seems to allude 
to the times ; as if it were expressed, " This age is fierce as a 
lion." 

Drake, in his Eboraaim, says, that about a year or two before 
he wrote (his work was published in 1736), he and two other 
gentlemen had the curiosity to go and see a fresh grave opened, 
in those fields, where, amongst vast quantities of bones, they 
found some arrow piles, pieces of broken swords, and five very 
fresh groat pieces of Henry IV., V., and VL'a coin. These 
were laid near together, close to a thighbone, which made 
them conjecture, that there had not been time to strip the 
dead, before they were tossed into the pit. 

It is to be regretted, that he has not informed us, in what 
particular spot, those relics were dug up ; but as he, in the 

■ Dr.Whitakei'iXotiJuinKf J:fNMfe(£>riofy^Z«nb),ToLi.p.lB7. 
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preceding sentence, bad mentioned the intended cbapd, and the 
piece of ground called " Chapel Garth," it is only reasonable to 
conclude, that he alluded to the latter. 

In the month of August 1774, a man was living at Saxton 
who. with many others, had been concerned in opening some 
graves of the warriors, slain at the battle of Towtoo, to satisfy 
the curiosity of some gentlemen. On a strict examination 
of the bones, then found, it appeared, that the least decayed, 
were the intemodia dtyilorum, of the bones of the thumbs and 
fingers.' 

Dr. Wfaitaker informs as, that he was possessed of a silver 
ring, gilt, with two hands conjoined engraved upon it, which 
was found upon the field of battle.' 

A dagger or short sword, discovered there, is now in the 
possession of the Rev. William Jepson Newman, of Badswortb, 
Yorkshire; it is 2 feet 4^ inches long, including the portion 
which was formerly inserted in the handle ; very narrow, being 
at the broadest part hardly more than half an inch in breadth, 
but thick in proportion, and angular. It has been somewhat 
shortened at the point, which is at present round ; and it was 
picked up by the &ther of a man who now resides in the neigh- 
bouring township of Lotherton.' 

A spear-head, or pike-head, was six or seven years ago amongst 
some old iron in a blacksmith's shop, near the field of battle, 
which had been found on the field ; it was purchased and taken 
away by a gentleman.' 

There is another curious relic of the battle, which has been 
preserved. A battle-axe, of which the blade is of a small size ; 



' Modtm Univenal SriiUk TVaoaUn-, pabliibed b; T. Cooks, 1779, p. 654. Olw 
wrtioln napectiug England b; Chariec Burlington, Esq. On the 31(t of Julj, 1861, on the 
oecasioii of one of my Tiaita to Tonton Field, I wu informed by the wife of ■ firmer 
named Lnmi, who had fbnnerl; occupied u tenant, part of the field of bttttle, that a joath 
belonging to the family, had not long prerionaly found there, and brought to bar, tha 
flnger-bonea of a man. 

• WhitakeT*! Loidu and EUiteU {HUtory qfLndt) toL i. p. 167. 

■ Eindly commimiciited b; the Bot. William Jepion NewniM). 
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and the handle is petfect, of black oak, roughly made, and- 
Z^ inches in the gripe. The blade and handle of the axe, 
are together, about 18 inches long. Its history is curious. It 
was foimd very many years ago, in the bed of the river Cock. 
It was purchased by Colonel Grant, R.A., at Saxton, from the 
wife of a miller there ; and she informed him, that it had been 
preserved for a long period of time in the family of her husband. 
She had been in the habit of using it for the purpose of breaking 
sugar : an extraordinary change in the use of a weapon, which, 
as we cannot doubt, had been wielded at the battle of Towton, 
by a Lancastrian warrior, and been lost in the river Cock, in 
his flight from Towton Field. It remained a considerable time 
in the possession of Colonel Grant, and was presented by him, 
to the Duke of Northumberiand, for his museum at Alnwick 
CasUe, where it still is.^ 

A spur, which I have seen, of brass gilt, found on the field of 
battle, is preserved in the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries 
of London ; it is a rowel spur ; the rowel is scarcely larger than 
that of a modem spur, in which respect it differs from the very 
large rowels, of that period, which have occasionally been dis- 
covered. The spnr is remarkably perfect, and is slightly orna- 
mented with a kind of scroll pattern. Upon the shanks is 
engraved, in Old EngUsh characters, the following inscrip- 
tion — "en loial amour, tout men coer;" the style and en- 
graving of which, indicate its being of about the period of the 
battle.' 

I also learnt, on my visit to Towton Field in 1854, that on 
the recent occasion of making excavations for the York and 
North Midland Railway, close to Towton, some human bones 
were discovered; the spot was near the old road before de- 
scribed, and in the line of the retreat of the Lancastrians, from 
the field of battle, towards Tadcaster. 

It is said that human bones, which must be presumed to have 

' PoUtdy oommunicated bj Colonel Qttnt, K.A., in 1864. 

* A teprsMntatiaii of tb» •pur u gma in the AreitKloffia, toL ii. pUls SO. 
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been those of some of the fugitive Lancastrians, have been found 
in the line of country, leading from Towton village towards the 
village of Stutton, at which a part of the fugitive Lancastrians, 
probably crossed the river Cock, in their flight towards 
Tadcaster. 

Persons residing near the field of battle, readily point out the 
place, where Lord Dacre* is said to have been slain, and which 
I have several times made a point of visiting, in the course 
of my rambles there; it is in a field called Nor Acres (or 
North Acre), which seems to have been originally much larger, 
and to have been subdivided. It belongs to Lord Hawke, and 
lies a couple of fields' breadth to the eastward of the public 
road, and opposite the large meadow before noticed, and extends 
a considerable distance to the eastward. Dr. Whitaker states, 
that when Glover made his visitation in 1583, he heard the 
tradition, that Lord Dacre was shot at Towton Pield, by a boy 



> Bklph Lord Daora, lUin tt the bittis of Towton, wu tha ion and heir of Thomu 
Zia(dDMre,af tbsHorU), (■0o0TduigtoI)agdd^sitanMi^a,TDLiLp.28{ ToLiiLp.BMi 
there vu uiothar bniily oill«d LordDMTe,of tbeBoiith,of theuMoeof FjnetoFFieDee), 
And moceeded hii bthw in the tiUe^ in the thirtj-iixtii you of Senxj TL Aft<r the 
battle of Trntton, B«lpb Lord Daore «a« attainted bf the aet of attainder of the 1st of 
Edward rV., and all his poieeraons weic forfeited to the mwn j Tic, " the mannoT irf 
Barton, and moie^ of the manner of Hofi in oom. Westznorl g ai alio the Castle of 
Nawoith, with the matmon of Irthbgton, naon^ Kirke Osrald, Farlam Bbkenirajt, 
I^ejngbf, Brampton, Burgb upon the Saudi, Ajklon, BoelTffe, OlaMobf , BlookhaU, and 
Caatd-Carjot. in eom. Cnmbr; and the mannQn of Halton, I^shwike, Godeaton, and 
OrnvEellet, in coin. Lane" (Dugdal«'a Sar<mag>, roU ii. p. 23.) To him sneoeeded in tba 
title, his brother. Sir Hnmphrej Dsore, Enigbt, irtio conduotad himself so submiMiid/ 
and useliill; to the Eoaw of York, as to make his pcaoa with Edward IV., and bad the 
office of Master Foreeta of tba forest of Inglewood, in Comberlaod, eonferred upon him 
for life, in tbe ninth year of Edward IT,, and be afterwatdi held aereral other important 
offioct. He was one of Uie persons inoladed in the act of attainder of Ist Edward IV., 
passed against the lAiioaatriaai who took a part b the battle of Towton. H^ however, 
succeeded in getting the attainder against himself rerersed bj the act of ISth and 13th of 
Edward TV. Bof. Pari. toI. vi. AJt. 1472-8, fb. 4S. HomphreT Lord Dacre, was one of the 
lord* who, in the Parliament Chamber in the elerentb year of Edward IT., swore to be 
futhliil toFrinoeEdward,eUest>onof EdwsrdlT. In theteoondjearofSichard III., 
he was constituted Warden of the Harobes ; and having been summoned to Parliament in 
the twentj'second year of Edward IT., and first of Biohard IIL, died in the first year of 
Henry Til. 
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" out of a bnrtree," and that " the place where he was slayne is 
called the North Acres, whereupon they have this ryme : — 

" The Lord of Dwn* 

wia ib^iie in the North Aom." ' 

It is remarkable that the fanner who occupies the field, and 
others whom I conversed with, repeated the tradition, and told 
me that Lord Dacre was slain b; an arrow shot by a boy from 
an aiiberry-tree, evidently meaning the same shrub as that called 
burtree by Dr. Whitaker, who states that he did not know what 
the burtree was. I was quite satisfied that the word auberry, 
was a provincial name for the elder-tree, and requested a person 
Dear the spot, to point out such a tree to me, and, as I anti- 
cipated, I was shown the elder-tree. 

Following the depression or valley before mentioned, to the 
eastward, and at the comer of the second field from the public 
road, there was, until within about the last twelve or thirteen years, 
a square space, enclosed with an embankment, containing about 
half an acre ; it was not usually ploughed, but in grass ; and was 
said to have been a place of interment of many of the corpses 
after the battle; it lay on the comer of the Nor Acres (or North 
Acre) Field, at the southward; but the embankment is now 
thrown down, and the land has been ploughed. According to 
tradition, the greatest slaughter took place al or near the Nor 
Acres Field. 

Great numbers of the slain were interred in Saxton Church- 
yard, in a large trench or pit on the north side of the church. 
Their bones were exposed to view, lying about four feet below 
the surface, in making a vault not many years ago, and again, 
subsequently, in making another, in 1848, as will be noticed in 
another place ; we may conclude that they were the bones of 
Yorkists of some consideration, from the circumstance of the 
survivors taking the trouble of interring the remains in conse- 
crated ground, at some little distance &om the field of the battle. 
The persons whose bones were so exposed, most have been 

> Wbittker" t Loidu and Simrlr (Biriwy ^ZMdt), Toi.i fclGS. 
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either youug, or in the prime of life, because the skulls were 
remarkable for the soundnees and excellence of the teeth. 

Amongst other fields on the spot where the battle was fought, 
there is one of considerable extent, lying on the eastward side, 
to which, or near to which, the Lancastrian left wing extended, 
which fronts the west side of the turnpike road from Ferry- 
bridge ; any person desirous of walking over the field of battle 
from the Fenybriclge road, will do well to cross it from this 
part, and enter the large field which is nearly opposite a white 
farmhouse, standing on the eastward side of the Ferrybridge 
road. On one occasion, whilst I was in it, I met with a fanner 
there, who informed me that some few relics of the battle had 
been discovered, but very rarely near the place. I have also 
obtuQcd considerable information from several other persons 
residing near the field of battle.^ 

Dr. Whitaker states' that " the field of battle is scarcely more 
than a mile long, and with little level ground in front of both 
armies, declines in the rear of both. Hence it appears, that as 
the line could scarcely exceed 3000 men, the files must have 
been very deep, and that the rear must have been perpetually 
advancing as the front lines fell." But that theory of Dr. 
Whitaker appears to proceed upon the assumption that each of 
the armies would be drawn up in only one body. At that 
period, the men-at-arms, or heavy cavalry, went to battle in 
complete armour ; each man carried a lance, sword, dagger, and 
occaaionally a mace, or battle-axe ; his horse also was, to a cer- 
tain extent, in armour. A considerable i)art of the infantry of 

1 Amongit othora, I hiTS to elpTess my thanks to John KendoUjEsg., of Towton Hall, 
for boUk oral and written commimioatioiu on the snt^ect, I was induced, for the sake of 
nccoraoT, both to »ce and write to him for infonnMioD respecting the Geld of battle, and 
he wot good enough to read OTer the paper upon it, as originally drawn, and to make ■ 
few oonections in it, and also to faTonr me with some notea which I have inooiponted 
into the aooount. 

I have also to thank the Ber. Dr. Quier, of Saiton Parwmage, for his kindoees and 
attmtkm, in giring me some useful informalioii, and for taking the trouble of reading over 
the part of thia paper, which related to Saiton Chnreh and Churohjard. 

> Dr. Wbitakcr** Loidit and BImttt (Siiiory <jf Zwdt), toI. i. fo. 167. 
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an English army, consisted of archers, armed with long bows, 
and arrows; and another large part consisted of men armed with 
bills, pikes, pole-axes, glaives, and morris-pikes. Such of the 
forces as were of the latter description, would probably be drawn 
up in deep files, the better to resist charges of horse, but the 
archers and cavalry, in order to be useful, would require more 
space, and would be drawn up with more extended fronts.^ 

It is, however, certain that each army was drawn up in more 
than one body; the rearmost body being in the natm« of a 
coTfs de reserve; and in that case, of course, the army would 
present a much more contracted front. We may fairly conclude, 
that the Lancastrians must have been drawn up in at least two 
bodies or lines, with the foot in rather deep files, and that their 
left wing extended to, or very near to, the place where the pre- 
sent turnpike road from Ferrybridge runs. The old historians 
inform us, that the Earl of Northumberland* and Sir Andrew 
Trollop* commanded the van of the Lancastrians, which implies 
that there must have been a rear body, or force commanded by 
other leaders. The van of the Yorkists was commanded by 



' It is certain tlut at Towton, the aRiherB were originallj' placed id front of tbe 
(ithBr troops, knd it Menu naturallj to follow, that irlien the mun bodiM come to oIom 
qoartan, the uchon would b« withdnwn to the ten. If eo, that would mate ft yerj con- 
akdertbledifferoioein the extent of tbe front of «ach arm;. I am infbnsed tlut in modem 
warfiuN^ tbe epeoe nniall; allowed for each foot eoldier ia about one foot nine inches, and 
for «B(ih honeman, abont fbur feet aii inchea. 

' Hetuj Percy, third Eari of Northumberland, of that familf, waa the eon of Heniy, 
■eeood Earl of Iforthumberiand, slain at tbe first battle of fit. Albiui'e, in 1466, and of 
Eleanor, second daughter of Balph Nerille, first Earl of Westmoreland, and was brother of 
HioniBa Berty, Lord Bgremont, etain at the battle of NorUiampton, in 1460. 

> SirAndrewTn>Uop,M be ia called b; eerenlwritav, bat called Andrew Trollop, only, 
by othen, waa a military oommander of ooneiderable reput«, and had tared in Fnoice. He 
bad originally joined the Date of York, but seceded with tome foroee to Henry Tl., &om 
the encampmeDt of the Yorkists, at Ludford, near Lndlow, in 1469. Tbe act of atlaioder 
of lit Edward lY,, does not notioe his haviiig been engaged st the battle of Towton, bot 
indndes in the list of Lancastriani, who had taken a pari at the battle of Wakefield, 
"Andrew Trollop late of Quysnes Squier," whom we may fiurly oondode, wa* tbe some 
peraoD, and who, in the inlerral between tbe two battles, may possibly hare receired the 
bononr of knighthood. 
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Lord Falconbei^, and the rearward by Sir John Wenlock^ and 
Sir John Dinbam or Denham j^ and it is certain, that such enter- 
prising and courageous personages as Edward IV. and the Earl 
of Warwick, would take a prominent part in the battle, and 
would not willingly remain in the rear; accordingly they are 
said to have commanded the main body. 

Near the village of Towton, and on its south-west side, King 
Richard III. commenced building a chapel, in memory of the 
slain who had fallen in the battle, but it never was finished ;' 
and the place where it was commenced is now called the 

1 Sir John Wenlock wsi originall; a lupportei of the Lancutmn pirt7, fought, and 
mt tererdj wotmded, at the first battle of St. Uban's, on the SSnd of Hay (tailed bj 
•ome butorual writraa, the SSrd of Uaj), 1466. He waa appointed to eeTanil oSoee of 
di*tinctioD, and wM made a Enight of the Qart«r bj Benrf TI.; but aftenrards, going 
ovrr .to the Yorkists, he vu in amu for that party at the encampment at Ludford, 
DMT Ludlon, in 1469, for which, he itm attainted by the Farhament held at Coreotry, id 
the thirty-eighth year of Henij TI. Howerer, he loet little by that ; for having aooom- 
panied Bdnard IT., and diitinguiBhed himaelf at the battle of Towton, in 1161, ha 
obtuned the office of Chief Butter of England, and the itewardship of the castle and 
lordahip of BetUumpited, in Sertfordshire ; he wee created Baron Wenlock, in the flnt 
year of Edward IT., and also made one of the PriTy CoondL He afterwards agua 
changed sidee, and appeared in arms for Henry TI., at the battle of Tewkeabory, on the 
4th of Blay, 1471 ; when, in consequence of his not having with his troops supported the 
Duke of Somerset, the duk^ with hie aie, beat out Lord Wenlook's brains. He eeeme 
not to hare left any issue. He bad ooMiderable poesessions in the neighbourhood of 
Lnton, in Bedfordshire; and the Wenlock Chapel in Luton Church, which is a verf 
beaottful stnicture and well worth Tisiting, is said to haTB been erected by him. 

> Sir John Dinbam or Denham, wm a distdngnisbed militaiy oommander, and a decided 
partisut of the YoiUste ; and in tbe tbir^-cdghth year of Henry TI., being at Calais, he 
proceeded suddenly, by the dicectdon of the Barl of Warwick, to Sandwich, and there sur- 
prised Lord Bireie, and his eon Lord Scales, of the opposite party, and took sevenl 
King's ships lying in the harbour, and bronght tbem to Calais, After Edward IT. hsd 
obtained the crown. Sir John Denham was so much eateemed by him, that in the sixth 
year of that King's reign, he was sommoned to Parliamsnt as Baron Denham ; he had 
aereral grants of valuable offices, and ilao of oonsidwaUe possessions, then in the crown, 
by reason of the death of Humphrey Stafford, Barl of Deronshir^ without issue, and i^ 
the forfeitars of Ilomse Courtenay, Ute Earl of Deronshire. After having been made a 
Enight of the Garter, he died in the BeTsnt«enth ;ear of Henj Til. He is called " John 
Lord Dynham" in Sot. Part. 1£ and 13 Edward IT. vol. vi fo. 16. 

* " Towton Tillage is a mile from Saiton, wher is a great Chap«dl begonbyBichardllL 
but not finishid. Syr John Molton's Esther layid the first stone of it. In this Chappella 
were buried also many of the men slays at Palme Sunday Feeld." — Iieland's Itinarary, 
vol L ta. 47 [44]. 
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-*' Chapel Garth," or " Chapel Hill." It is situated close to, and 
extends in the rear or westward of, Towton Hall, which stands 
on part of the site of it ; and a considerable mass of human 
bones was found, about sixty years ago, in enlarging the cellars 
at Towton Hall.^ Behind the garden, and on the west side, 
are some inequahties in the ground, seemingly denoting the 
site of a small building ; and in digging there, tiles and worked 
atones have been discovered: strongly conveying the impression, 
that the walls and foundations of the chapel had been placed 
there. In some alterations which were formerly made, in an 
old chimney in Towton Hall, there was found some stone-work, 
broken, and evidently brought from elsewhere (and used with 
other bnUding materials), which had apparently formed part of 
the mulIioQs or tracery of a window, of an ecclesiastical edifice,' 
which may reasonably be supposed to have been the chapel 
alluded to. 

. It is worthy of notice, that the spot was within the line 
occupied by the Lancastrians, but probably, many of the slain 
,on both sides were interred there. 

It cannot admit of a doubt, that the meadow and valley 
before mentioned, and many parts of the meadows lying between 
the foot of the declivities from the north side of the village of 
Towton, and the banks of the river Cock, must contain the 
remains of great numbers of the dead ; but in most parts of the 
field where the battle actually raged, the soil is not in general, 
deep, and therefore, some parts of it would not easily admit of 
the interment of the dead in large pits. 

We learn from the old historical accounts, that the Lancas- 
trians mustered for this dreadful conflict about 60,.000 men,, and 
the Yorkists about 48,660. The battle is stated to have com- 
menced at nine in the morning, in the midst of a storm of snow 
and sleet, and to have lasted until seven in the evening.^ It 

■ CmnmuDicsted bj John Xendsll, Esq., of Towton Hill. 

* Tben U b atatement in Thomai Sprott'i lyagmtnl, printed bj Hnms, that die 
battle commenced at four o'dock in the afternoon, ooDtinued allnigbt, and tenalnated on 
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was a battle of extermination : the dreadful order not to give 
any quarter, nor to take any prisoners, having been issued before 
its commencement by Edward IV., and responded to by a 
similar order, on the part of the Lancastrians. 

When the Lancastrians began to give way, they at first retired 
in the direction of Tadcaster, in some order, and made several 
stands to keep their pursuers at bay ; but they could not long 
continue retreating without disorder; tmd in attempting to cross 
the river Cock in haste, a dreadful scene of destruction took 
place there, and such numbers of them were drowned, or other- 
wise lost their hves in the bed of the stream, as to fill it, so that 
the survivors passed it on the dead bodies of the sufi'erers. 

The number of the slain is given by the chroniclers, as 
36,776, but which probably includes not only all who fell on 
both sides in the battle, but all who were slain in the pursuit, 
or were drowned in the river Cock, and also all who fell in the 
engagements at Ferrybridge and Dintingdale on the previous day. 

The principal leaders of the two parties, at the battle of 
Towton, were, on the Yorkists' side, the new King, Edward IV. ; 
the Duke of Norfolk (who was intended to have been the prin- 
cipal commander at the battle, but was prevented by illness 
from taking an active part in it ; his forces, however, were there. 



the following anemoon, irhioh is quoted in Turner's Bitiory of Si^land, to). iiL p. 2S9 ; 
bat th*t statement, which leenis to be only the tale of an BDonpnous writer, is not en- 
titled to toy weight, when put into the scale, against the accounts giren hy the old 
historians, respecting the commenoement and termination of the battle. Mr. Xumer bu 
eren improred upon the statement, and says that the armlet fought by the light of fire 
and torches. Armies in those days did not usually flght by torch or Ore light. When 
did BDj old bistoricsl writer niention such an erent occurring in any of the wars of tbs 
Eaglitb, of that century 7 The statement seems to be completely erroneous ; and the 
miatlke has periiapa arisen from confounding the engagement which took plaoe at Dint- 
ingdale, on the 26th of Usrcb (and possibly at four o'clock in the afternoon), with the 
great battle on the 29th of March. It is, however, not unlikely, that each army endea- 
Toured to bacasa the other, by frequent discharges of cannon, during the night before the 
battle. As some proof of the probability of such an occurrence, we are expressly told in 
Ilolinahed's CAroiticlet, p.684, that during the night before the battle of Bamet, the 
Lancastrians continoally discharged cannons at the cunp of Edward IT., and by Leland 
(see 1 LeL CoU. to. 504), that tbey Bred guns at «Beh other all the night. 
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aDd fought for Edward) ; the Earl of Warwick ; his uncle. Lord 
Falconberg ; Sir John Wenlock ; Sir John Denham ; and a 
number of the nobles and gentry of the midland and southern 
districts of England: on the Lancastrian side, the Earl of 
Northumberland ; the Duke of Exeter ;^ the Duke of Somerset ;* 
the Earl of Devonehire ;* Lord Dacre ; Sir Andrew Trollop ;' and 
Sir John Heron.' The partisans on the Lancastrian side, 
comprised most of the noblemen and gentry of the northern, 
and part of the western, dtBtricts of England, 

According to Stow, the following persona were slain 
there:" — Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberiand ; the Earl of 
Shrewsbuiy -^ John Lord Clifford ; Lord Beaumont ;' John Lord 

■ Emi7 Honwd, Dole of Euter. Sae Chap. IT. 

' Henrj Beuifort, Bake of SomerHt. Bee Obrnpl. HI. aai IT. 

* Tbomu Court«i]»7, Bui of Deronthin. See Ch^. IT. 

* Sx John H«fon of tbe Ford, wm of ut Bncient and inflnantUl Border family ; and 
for niBDj generatioiis the members of the lamilf et^c^ed oonnderable landed poraeaaioni 
in HDTthumlMTlaDd, and oflmi rignalised tbeir Talonr in the irara of the Borders. He fooght 
on the LaDcastrian side at the battlei of Wakefield and Xowton, and was attainted by the 
•ctof lit Edward IT.; bat his son, Boger Heron, obtained a rercnal of tbe attainderbj 
an act of Parliament of ISth and IStb Edward IT., Bol. Fori. 1472-8, roL ji. to. 47. 

' Btow'i .AMnait, p. 416. 

* Hkis appears to be an error ; John T^bot, third Bail of Shrewsbnrr, was the ion of 
John Talbot, second Earl of Bhrewsbury, who was slain at the battle of Northampton, 
in 1460 (see Chap. HI.), and grandson of John Talbot, tbe first Earl of Shrewsbury, 
renomed for his warlike eiidoite in France, and (lain by a cannon shot at the battle of 
Castillon, near Bonrdeaux, on the ?th of July, 1453. According to Balph Brooke, in hi* 
Catalogtu of the NoUUis, &o., p. 197, John, the third Earl of Bbrewsbniy, was not slain at 
TowtOD, bBt died at Corentry in 1473, and w>« boried at Worksop. Bee also Dngdale'e 
Banmag*, toL L p. 332, where hi* death in the 13th of Edward IT. is mentioned. 

' WiLiam Tisconnt Beanmont, wa* tbe son and heir of John Tiecoont Beaiunont, (lain 
•t tbe battle of Northampton on the 9tb of July, 1460, fighting on the Lancastrian side 
(see Chap, in.) ; and married— first, Elizabeth, daughter of Btcbsrd Bcrope, brother to 
IiOrdScrope of Bolton; andeocondly, Joan, daughter of Humphrey Duke of Buckingham. 
WiUiamTiscoontBeaumont {ought for that party at the battle of Towton, and, according 
to Dugdale, waa taken piisoner there. He w«* attainted by tbe act of attainder of the 
flntyear of Edward IT. He took part with John Earl of Oxford, for the Lancastrians, 
at tbe battle of Bamet, in 1471, and Sed into Scotland, and aflerwards into Fnnc^ 
landed with tlie Earl of Oxford in Cornwall, and assisted him in holding St Michael's 
Monnt against Edward IT. \ bat npon iU surrender, he was brought prisoner, with the 
earl, to tbe Eing. Upon the accession to the throne of Henry VII., he was r««toied by 
an act of Parliament; and died without issue, in (he twentv-fourth jcnr of that king's 
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Keville;^ Lord Willoughby;' Lord Welles;' Lord Rods;* 

> Sir John Nerille, coramcm\j oalled John Iiord Nerille, wu the brother aiid beir 
premmptiTe to Bslph, «econd E»rl of We«tmorel«nd. Many jears ago, when I wrote th» 
paper on (he battle of Stoke, 1, on the authority of Hall and HoUnihed, mentioned the 
Earl of Weetmoreland, aa banng been alain at Towton ; Fabjan also laja that the earl 
waa ilUn there. I am now aatiafied, that thoeo writers hare erronaouily mentioned the 
death of the Earl of WeatmorelaDd, who did not die until the aeoond year of Biohard III. ; 
and timl^ ioetead of him, they mamt Sir John Herille, oommonly called John Lord 
KeriUe, who wac the tecond Eari of Westmoreland'a brother and heir preamuptiTe. Sm 
Dngdale'a Baronagt, pp. S90, 290, 300 [ Lelind'a Coll. vol. ii. p. 715 [500] ; aee alio tb» 
act of attainder againit the Lancastrian leaden. Sot. JParl. I>t Edwaid IT. toL t. p. 476, 
which doe* not name the EvA of Westmoreland, hut it does include, *' John, lata Lord 
Nerill " g betides which, Balph, second Earl of Westmorelaod, was aununoned to the tcij 
Farliameot which passed this act of attainder ; eonseqaently, it cannot be supposed that 
he had taken a part in the battle. See also the act of reTeraal of the attainder. Sot. Pari. 
lith and 13th Edward IT. toL ti. p. 21, of Bauf KeryU, first h^oten son of John 
Nevylt Enyghl, late Lord Ne«yU," attainted by the name of '■ John, Ute Lord HeryU," 
who WM afterwsrds third Esrl of Weatmoreland. 

' According to Dogdale, in his Saro»as», vol. ii. pp. SG and 86, Bobart Lord Wil- 
lou^by of Eresby, a Taliant and celebrated eaaunander, distinguished in the French 
wan, died in Ibe thirtieth year of Henry TL, t«BTing Joan, the wife of Sir Richard 
Wellei, his daughter and lieir ; and, the issue male of the principal branch being thai 
octinct, Sir Robert Willoughby, ion of Thonias, a younger brother of the last Bobert 
Lord Willoughby, became the next heir male, and is stated to haie died on the 80th of 
May, in the fifth year of Edward IT. (Qihare— Oonld ilh&Te been Thomas, the younger 
brother, who was called Lord Wilbugbby, and ilain at the battle of Towton f) The 
death of Lord Willoughby is mentioned in Fenn's CoUteHou of Original LMtrt, toL L 
p. £19 ; and in note 12 at the foot, it is stated that "Ridiard Welka, a son of Lord 
Wellea, in 145G, was smamoned ae Lord Willoughby, in right of his wife Joanna, hrar of 
the great warrior, Bobert Lord Willoughby." See note respecting Leo Lord WeUes, 
infra, note 3. Dugdala, howerer, doea not mention Sir Bichard Welle* or Lord Willooghby, 
as baring been engaged at Tosrton Field. 

* Leo Lord Welles, of the Lancastrian party, eliin at Towton Field, and attainted by 
Parliament in first of Edward IT., was grandson and heir of John Lord Welles, whose 
oldest son, Endo, died in hia lifetime. Leo Lord Welka left issue (by Joan bia first wife, 
daughter and heirof Sir Bobert Waterton), Sir Biclurd Wellea, hisneit hnr, who, in the 
fourth year of Edward IT. (haring alio the title of Lord Willoughby, in right of hia 

. wile, Josn, daughter and heir of Robert Lord Willoughby), had, through the King's special 
favour, netontion of the goods, Ac, of which hia father died seiied ; and the next year 
bad restitution of Tarious manors, lordrhips, property, ^., wliiob hod oome to the crown 
by tlie attainder of hi* father, Leo Lord Welles. In the ninth year of Edward IT., the Mid 
Richard Lord Welles, and his son and heir. Sir Robert Welles, nrere oonoemed in the 
insurrection of the Lancastrians in Lincolnahire, and, with Sir Tbomo* Dimock, were 
botteaded. Aocording to Dugdale^ toI. a. p. 12, this Biohard Lord Welle*, was nunmooed 
to Parliament by the name of Bichard Welle*, Lord Willoughby, 6om the thii^.third 
year of Henry TI., to the 6th of Edward IT., bcdusiT& 

* Thomai Lord Boo*. See Chap. IT. 
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hugh ; ' Lord Molineux ; * Lord Henry Bucking- 



< Anthonj Widarile, or Wodeiils, hid lummoiu to Farlument bj the title of Lord 
Bcalea, m right of hia wiFe, EUubeth, daughter of Thomas Lord Scslee, of Nuoelli, widow 
of Emr; Bourchier, and wu slWwarda Earl Biiert. H« waa brothsr of Elizabeth, 
Queen of Edward IT. He wa» not slain at Towton Field, although he seemi to bare 
taken a part in the battle. (See Venn's ColUction of Original Letttr; rol. L p. 219, 
note 13.) Ue wu the eon and heir of Biehard Widerile, or Woderile, Earl BiiirB, and 
Jaqoette hia wife, daughter of Pater Earl of St. Pol, aad widow of John Duke of Bedford, 
third aon of King Henry IT. ; and ha waa, when Earl BiTart, beheaded at Footrfraot, hj 
order of the Cooncil, during the Protectorate, and, aa ia beliered, at the inatigation of 
BiebMrd Duke of Gloaoeater, on the 13th of Jono, 1183. Lord Richard Grej (>on of the 
Queen Dowager Elizabeth, bj her fint huaband. Sir John Orey of Groby), and Sir 
Thomii TaoghaD, wen executed there, at the ume tine. The Woderilei were originallr 
of the Lancaatrian party g and Sir John Grey of Qroby, the fint huaband of Elizabeth 
afterwarda the Queen of Edward IT., loat hia life fighting for that party, at the flrat 
'battle of St Alban'a, in I15S ; but aiW KUtabelh'* obarmi had made a eonqueat of the 
heart of Edward, and he had mamed her, the Woderilce became ataunoh Torkiits. 

I Thomaa Lord Qrey of Bngemont, called " Thomaa Grey, Knight, Lord Bagemond 
Grey," in the act of attainder of the lat of Edward IT., wt« originally Sir Thomaa Grey, 
Xnight, grandaon of Reginald Lord Grey of Buthln, and a yonnger brother of Edmimd 
Grey, fint Eari of Kent, and waa adfanoed to the dignity of Baron of Rugemont Gny, 
in the twenty^ighth year of Henry TI. ; being ft lesloaa Ltncaatrinn, be waa, after the 
battle of Towton, included in the act of attainder, and haring died without iaaue, hia title 
beoame eitinet. He ■• charged In tbe act of attainder, with other treaaonable acta com- 
mitted afker the battle of Towton g and amongat othera, with baring on the 26tb of June 
than laat, in oonjimotion with Thomaa Lord Booe, Sir Thomaa Grey, Sir Humphrey 
Dacre, Sir John Forteeoue, Sir William Talboy*, Sir Edward MouDtford, Thomae Nerille^ 
Clerk ; Eunpbrey Nerilla, Esq. g and Thomaa Elwick, Eaq., made war againit the King at 
Byton and Branipeth, in the hiahoprick of Durham. Bot. Fart. 1 Edward IT. (aJ). 1461), 
ToL T, p. 476. See Appendix No. I. 

' There appeara to be an error in the atatement of Stow, that Lord Fitchngh pcriahed 
at the battle of Towton g beeauae William Lord Fitthugh, who married Margery, daugh- 
ter of William Lord Willoughhy of Ereibj, dkd in the tbirty-firat year of tbe reign of 
'Henry TI., aad waa aucceeded by hia ton and heir, Henry Lord Fitzhugh, who waa a 
■upporter of the Lsncutrian party during tbe life of Henry TI. g bot after the aoocaaion 
of Edward IT., waa held in reapect by him, and waa employed by bjm in the fourth year 
of hia rngn at tbe (lege of Dunttanborougb Caatle, and other matter* of importanoe ; and 
died in the twelfth year of that King's reign. He married Alice, daughter of Bichard 
Nerill^ Earl of Salisbury, and aiater of Bichard Nenlle, Earl of Warwick, the Eing- 
Moker. The act of attainder of lat Edward IT., does not Jndade Lord Fidhugb, from 
which circnmatance, a preanmptitm arisca, that he waa not engaged in the battle. 

* It does not appear from the Saronaget, that in 1461, there waa any nobleman 
called Lord Holineuz ; nor is any auoh mentioned in the act of attainder of the firat 
year of Edward IT. It baa probably been written by miatake for Lord Molina, or 
lloljna, by which title Bobert Lord Hungerford bad been commonly called, in oonae- 
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ham ;' of knights, two natural sods of Heniy Holland, Dake of 
Exeter ; Sir Richard Percy ; Sir John Heron ■? Sir Gervaae 
CUfton ;' Sir Edmund Hammes ; Sir Thomas Crackenthorpe ; 
Sir John Crackenthorpe ; Sir William Harill ; Sir John Ormond ; 
Sir Andrew Trollop ; Sir Roger Mollyn ; Sir Ralph Pigot ; Sir 
Henry Narbohew ; Sir David Trollop ; Sir John Burton, Captain 
of York; and other knights and esquires. Thomas Earl of 
Devonshire,* was taken prisoner, and beheaded by order of 
Edward, at York. 

The act of attainder," passed against the Lancastrians soon 
after the accession to the throne, of Edward IV., professes to 



qoencB of hia muriagB with Alianora, dtoghter and heii of WUIiaDi Lord Moljni, who 
wu tlain in Pnaoe, in the MTODtb jtat of Hem? TI. Bobcrt Lord Bnngerford, 
called Lord Mo1;ii», hoirerer, itm not alain at Towton Field, although he fought 
there. Upon the lou of the dif, he fled to Tork, where King Hem; then wai, and 
proeeeded with him from thenoe to Sootland, and wu atbuntad in the flnt year of 
Edward IT. He agun appeared in txaa, in the north of England, for the Lanoaetrian 
par^, waa engaged at the battle of Hexham in 1463, taken prisoner there, and oonrejed 
to Newoaitle, where he wai beheaded, and wai buried in the north aisle of Saliiburj 
CathednL By ladj Alianore, hie wile, he left three song. The eldsit, Thomas, took 
part with the Earl of Warwick, upon hia defection &om Edward IT., and, endeaTonring 
to eflbct the netoration of Henry VI., waa taken and tried for high treaaon, at Saliabmy, 
in the eighth year of Edward IT., was ooadonmed and beheaded. But in the flrat year of 
Henry VH., hia attainder, and that of hia lather, were rereraedin Parliament, and hia beir 
had Tcetitution of hia lauda and honours. 

' Lord Henry Buchiugham. (^«r« — Meant for Lord Heniy StaBbrd, of Buekiiig- 
ham, one of the family of Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham ?) Henry Stafford, who 
was the second son of Heniy Stafford, second Duke of Buckingham (bebeftded in the Snt 
year of Bichard III,), and brother of Edward Stafford, third Duke of Buckingham, could 
not bare been thepereon OMant, because be was liring long after the battle of Towton, and 
wa* created Barl of Wiluhire, in the flnt year of Henry Tin. (See Dugdale'a Barc»age, 
vol. i. p. 170.) We can, howeTer, scarcely doubt, that one of the Gunily waa slain at that 
battle i and Lord Heniy of Buckingham, ia also mentioned amongst the akin, in the firat 
Tolume of Fenn's Oriffinal Leitert, fo. 2£0; John Stafford and Humphrey Staflbrd, 
apparently also of that family, are there mentioned, as hiring been engaged in that battle 
on the part of Edward IV. 

* Sir John Heron of the Ford, before mentioned. 

* Qxere — la Sir Qerraae Clifton mentioned in error in the list, by Stow f A knight of 
that name waa executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, and sjiother perished at the battle 
ot BoBworth. See Chapters Til. mA VUL 

* Thomas Courienay, Earl of Deronebire. See Chap. IV. 

' Bol. Pari. 1st Edward IT. (1461), toL v. fb. 477. See Appendix No. L 
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give a list of snch of them, as had taken an active part for the 
House of Lancaster, at or immediately before or after the battle 
of Towton. The following is an extract from it : — 

" And where also Henry Due of Excestr', Henry Doc of 
Somerset, Thomas Courteney late Erie of Devonshire, Henry 
late Erie of Northumberlood, William Vicecount Beaumont, 
Thomas Lord Koos, John late Lord Clyfford, Leo late Lord 
Welles, John late Lord Nevill, Thomas Gray Knyght Lord 
Kugemond Gray, Randolf late Lord Dacre, Humphrey Dacre 
Knyght, John Morton^ late Person of Blokesworth, in the shire 
of Dorset Clerk ; Kauff Makerell, late Person of Ryseby, in the 
shire of Suff* Clerk ; Thomas Mannyng late of New Wyndesore 
in Berkshire Clerk, John Whelpdale late of Lycfaefeld in the 
Counte of Stafibrd Clerk, John Nayler late of London Squier, 
John Preston late of Wakefeld in the shire of York Freest, 
Philip Wentworth Knyght, John Fortescu^ Knyght, William 



' John Hoiton, meatitmtd abore u the Fanon of " Bbkeaworth" [Blosmnt^i] in 
DonetBhira, mi attemrdt Bishop of EIj, and in the nign of Henij VII^ «» Lord 
Chaocellor, Arohbiahop of Cantcrbur;, and abo a CardinaL It U remarkable, that Mieral 
pTieata and eccleiiaatica are included ia the abore-oientioDed act of attainder ; but there 
doM not appear lo he any fanndation for Iiord Oampbell'* UMrtion, that anj of them 
fought at the battle of Teuton, nor, from the general d^iortment and aotiona of Uoitoa, 
doBi tnch a line of conduct eecm probable, with reapect to him. 1 believe that not anj 
ancient historian hai staled that ecclsaiaatice were in arm*, and fought for or againat the 
Honae of Lancaater ; thej might, bowerer, be Tei7 uiefal witii tbeir tenanta, Taaaala, adrice, 
inSnencc, and eiertionj. In Xord Campbell' a £iM( qfl^ ChanetUon, jol, i. p. 413, it ia, 
howercr, correctlj stated, that John Horton "had the rich livmg of Blokesworth" con- 
ferred upon him in the reign of Henrj TI. Hii attainder, and aUo that of Ralph UaekereU, 
Clerk, wpre rererted in the twaUlh and thirteenth jear of Edward IT, — Sot, Fori. toL tL 
12 and IS Edward IT. pp. 26 and 27. 

* Sir John Forteacue was a lawyer of great talenta and eminence, and was made Chief 
JastiieoftlieCoDit of King's Bench, in therngn of Henry TI. He was a judge of high 
integri^, and an excellent man, and, what wh rare in that age, he was a literary oharao> 
t«r ; some of hia worka are of merit, and hare hwa banded down to ua. At the time of 
the battle of Towton, be waa no longer a yonng man, and, howerer muoh he night hare 
deroted his talents and exertions to the I^ncastrian par^, befon ths battle, it seems a 
great atietch of credulity t« think, that the judge was actually screwed up in armour, and 
"mixed in the moody fight," and "displayed undaunted valour at Towton," as Lord 
Campbell states. The latter appears also to labour under the same mistake, with reipeot 
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TaUboys Knyght, Edmund Mountford KnygM, Thomas 
Tresham Knyght, William Vaux Knyght, Bdmund Hampden 
Knyght, Thomas Fyndern Knyght, John Comleney Knyght, 
Henry Lewes Knyght, Nicholas listymer Knyght, Waltier 
Nuthill, late of Ryston in Holdernes, in the ahire of York, 
Squier, John Heron of the Forde Knyght, Richard Tuustall 
Knyght, Henry Belyngeham Knyght, Robert Whityngham 
Knyght, John Ormond otherwise called John BotiUier Knyght-, 
William Mille Knyght, Symonde Hammes Knyght, William 
Holand Knyght, called the Bastard of Excestr', William Josep' 
late of London Squier, Everard Dykby late of Stokedry in the 
shire of Ruthlond Squier, John Myrfyn late of Suthwerk in the 
shire of Surr' Squier, Thomas Philip late of Dertyngton in 
Devonshire Squier, Thomas Brampton late of Guysues Squier, 
Giles Seyntlowe late of London Squier, Thomas Claymond, the 
seid Thomas Tunstall Squier, Thomas Crawford late of Caleys 
Squier, John Aldeley late of Guysnes Squyer, John Lenche of 
Wyche in the shire of Worcestre Squier, Thomas Ormond, 
otherwise called Thomas Botillier Knyght, Robert Bellyngeham 
late of Burnalshede in the shire of Westmerlond Squier, Thomas 
Everyngham late of Newball in the shire of Jjeycestr' Knyght, 
John Penycok late of Waybrigge in the Counte of Surr' Squier, 
William Grymmesby late of Grymmesby in the shire of Lincoln 
Squier, Henry Roos late of Rokyngham in the shire of North- 
ampton Knyght, Thomas Danyell late of Rysyng in the shire of 
NorfT Squier, John Doubiggyng late of the same Gentilman, 
Richard Kirkeby late of Kirkeby Ireleth in the shire of Lancastr 
Gentilman, William Ackeworth late of Luton in the shire of 
Bed' Squier, William Weynsford late of London Squier, Richard 
Stucley late of Lambehith in the Counte of Surr' Squier, Thomas 
Stanley late of Carlile Gentilman, Thomas Litley late of London 
Grocer, John Maydenwell late of Kirton in Lyndesey in the 

to ForUscue's fighting propeniitiea at lovtOB, ai with respect to thoM of John Horton, 
who wu > priest, u alreadj mentioned. — See Camphell'i lam of lit Chanoellort, toL L 



,db,Google 



CHAP. VI. TOWTON. 109 

Ckiunte of Lincoln Gentilman, Edward Ellesmere l&te of London 
Squier, John Dauson late of Westmynster in the shire of Midd^ 
Yoman, Henry Spencer late of the same Yoman, John Smothyng 
late of York Yoman, John Beaumont late of Goodby in the 
^lire of Leyc' Gentilman, Henry Beaumont late of the same 
Gentilman, Roger Wharton otherwiae called Roger of the Halle 
late of Burgh in the shire of Westmerlond Grome, John Joskyn 
late of Branghing in the shire of Hertf Squier, Richard Liteatr' 
the yonger late of Wakefeld Yoman, Thomas Cair late of 
Westmynster Yoman, Robert Bollyng late of Bollyng in the 
shire of York Gentilman, Robert Hatecale late of Barlebui^h in 
the same shire Yoman, Richard Everyngham late of Fontfreyt 
in the same shire Squier, Richard Fulnaby of Fulnaby in the 
shire of Lincoln Gentilman, Laurence Hille late of Mocb 
Wycombe in the Counte of Buk' Yoman, Rauff Chernok late of 
Thorley in the Counte of Lancastr' Gentilman, Richard Gaitford 
of Estretford in Cley in the shu^ of Notyngh' Gentilman, John 
Chapman late of Wymboume Mynater in Dorset shire Yoman, 
and Richard Cokerell late of York Marchaunt; on Sonday called 
comynly Falme Sonday the xxix day of Marche the first yere of 
his reigne, in a feld betwene the Townes of Shirboume in 
Elmett, and Tadcastr', in the seid shire of York, called Saxton- 
feld and Tawtonfeeld, in the shire of York, accompanyed with 
the Frenshmen and Scotts the Kynge's Ennemyes, falsely and 
trdteronsly ayenst their feith and Liegeaunce, there rered werre 
ayenst the same Kyng Edward, their rightwise, true, and naturall 
Liege Lord, purposying there and then to have distroyed hym, 
and deposed hym of his Roiall Estate, Coroune, and Dignite ; 
and then and there to that entent, falsely and traiterously moved 
bataille ayenst his seid astate, shedyng therin the blode of a 
grete nombre of his subgetts : In the which bataille it pleased 
Almyghty God to yeve unto hym, of the mysterie of his myght 
and grace, the victorie of his ennemyes and rebelles, and to sab- 
due and avoyde th' effect of their fals and traiterous purpose."' 

> Hot. Pari lit Edward IT. (1461), ToL t. to. 477-47a See Appmdix No. I. 
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Besides the persons above mentioned, the act of attainder in- 
cludes several other noblemen and personages, who are charged 
with various offences, although not with taking a part at the 
battle of Towton. 

Edward, besides punishing his antagonists, did not foi^t, 
after bis accession to the throne, and in some instances very 
early afterwards, to reward with tiUes, or with substantial 
possessions, his adherents, who had fought for his canse at 
Towton, or had otherwise befriended him. He created his 
brother George, Duke of Clarence ; his younger brother Richard, 
Duke of Gloucester; Sir John Neville, brother to the Earl of War- 
wick, Lord Montague and afterwards Marquis Montague ; Henry 
Viscount BouTchier, brother to Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Earl of Essex; William Neville LordFalconberg, 
Earl of Kent ; Sir William Hastings, Lord Hastings ;^ Sir John 
Wenlock, Lord Wenlock ; Sir John Denham or Dinham, Lord 



' William Lord HutJngi, ou tbe (on of Sir LeanArd Hatting*, Enight, b; Alice lua 
wifi^ daughter of Lord Ounou, and waa a Taliant and Botire paitJMUi of tlie Hooae of 
York, diidngniihed bimflf at tho battle of TovtOQ, and on other oocaaioni, and wm 
ereated Baron Eattinga, Lard Chamberlain of tbe Hoiudiold, and Cbamberlain of Wales, 
in the fint j«ar of Edirard IT., and had large pottetaont beatowed upon him b; that 
king } amongat whioh was a grant of the manor of Aabhj-d»i»-Zovtili, in Leiceatershire, 
which had latelj belonged to Jams* Earl of Wiltshire^ then attainted, (where Haalinga 
■abaeqaentl; dthw ereoted or reatored the caatle there^ for hii own raaideooe, puniumt to 
the King's lioenae, of flnt Edward IT., to make aereral oaatUe), alao of the honour, 
eattle, and lordthip of Belncir, and other poueeaiona in Lcioeitenhir^ and elaewhers. He 
adhered to Edward IT. in hii adTcrai^, when ha waa compelled, bj tbe Sari of Warwick, 
to fl; to the Contineot m 1470, and accompanied him on hi* retnm to England. He alao 
fbnght at the battle of Bamet io 1471, where he had the command of 8000 horae, and at 
that of lewkeabniy, where lie waa one of the principal oommandara. He waa lient^unt 
of Oalaia, and eqjojad aereral offloea of great importance and troat, and waa greatlj in the 
oonfldenoe of King Edward IT. ; and it ia generallj beliered that hia faithful attachment 
to tbe jrontig prinoea, the aona of that king, waa the reaaon wh; Bichard Duke of Gloncealer, 
aftwwarda Sing Biohard HL, cauaed him to be put to death. He waa beheaded on a log 
of wood, in the lower of London, withoat anj trial, on the 13th of June, 1483, and ia 
buried in St. Oeorge'a Chapal, Windaor, near the grave of Edward IT. He married 
Eatherine, daogbter of Biohard Nenlle, Eari of Saliabury (beheaded after the bnttie of 
Wakefield, in 1460), and widow of William Lord Bonrile (pat to dea(b after the second 
battle of St. Alban's, on I7th Februarj, 1460-1), bj whom be left iasue thrae soni and 
■ daughter. 
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Dinham; and others. Sir Walter Blount was rewarded with 
grants of several important and valuable ofBces, and in the 
fifth year of Edward IV, he was created Baron Montjoy.^ 
John Lord Clinton, originally a Lancastrian, forsook the party 
<rf Henry VI. for that of the Duke of York, about 1459, and 
was in arms with the Yorkists at their encampment at Lud- 
ford near Ludlow,' for which he was attainted, and hts lands 
declared confiscated, by the Parliament of Coventiy, held on 
the 20th of November, in the thirty-eighth year of Henry VL, 
1459 ;^ but all the acts and proceedings of that Parliament, 
however, were declared void, by act of Parliament of 39th of 
Henry VI.,' and on the accession of Edward, his estates and 
honours were restored. 

There are several interesting particulars to be observed, on an 
inspection of the field of battle and its vicinity, and a visit to 
the river Cock, which tend very much to corroborate the old 
historical accounts. We learn, that at first the Lancastrians 
retired from the field in some order, but soon became disordered, 
and retreated in great confusion. It is easy to believe, that 
with the ground then unenclosed, or only partially enclosed, near 
Towton, they would at first retire in tolerable order, until they 
had passed the village ; but when they turned off to the left, or 
westward, immediately upon leaving the village, and descended 
towards the river Cock, by the ancient and steep road, as they 
seem to have done, great confusion wotdd most probably ensue 
in the retreat of an undisciplined army. Their right wing, in 
retiring, would naturally fall back by the ground where Towton 
Hall now stands, or a httle to the westward of it ; but imme- 
diately after passing the village, it is almost certain that they 
would find their centre and right wing meeting nearly at one 



' W»lter Bknmt, Lord Hontjof, who wm of the (unilj of Sir Wilter Blount, Blain at 
the battle of Shicmbur;, died in 1474, leaTing Edward Bloont^ hii grandtoa (the ton of 
Waiiam, hii aon, who died in liia &ther't lifMime), hi* neit kejr. 

) Bat. Pari. 88 Henry TL (1469), toL t. fo. S40. See Cbvp. 11. and Chap. III. 

• Mat. Pari. 89 Henry Tl. (1460), toL t. fo. 874. 
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poiot, and all pressing forward to descend towards the river 
Cock. The steep descent from the village by the old road, must 
have been very perilous, under such circumstances ; their cavalry, 
many of the horses doubtless wounded and ungovernable, and 
their infantry, all attempting to descend by a steep road, hotly 
pursued by enemies, who gave no quarter, would probably soon 
become a disorderly mass of fugitives, and when they attempted 
to cross the Cock, nearly all order would be lost, and a scene of 
confusion and carnage would naturally result. The strong pro- 
bability is, that there was not then any bridge over the Cock ; 
but if there were one, we must conclude that it was of small 
size, and that it could not have been wide enough to allow so 
numerous a crowd to pass ; and if there were not one, and all 
of them were obliged to attempt to ford the stream, the danger 
would of course be increased. The river Cock is narrower than 
the genend width of our inland canal navigations, and when I 
visited it in the summers of several years, I could have waded 
across it, without having the water much above my knees ; but 
I can easily suppose that at the close of winter, and when fed 
with melted snow, it would be difficult, if not dangerous, to 
ford it. 

There is a passage in Biondi's work, upon the wars of the 
Houses of York and Lancaster, written in old Italian, which 
tends to confirm the idea that there was not, at the period of 
the battle, any bridge there, but that the river was usually 
forded ; the passage, however, is not conclusive, because, whether 
there was a bridge or not, a vast number of the fugitives would 
naturally attempt to ford the little river.^ 

*' Those who remained alive, took the road for the bridge of 
TadcBster, but being unable to reach it, and believing a small 



' "Quel obe reatsrono Tin presero 1> at»d& dal ponte di Tadcacter, mo, DOn potendo 
•niiRrri, e ecedendo gnadibilc un picciolo rio dettn Cocke ri s'lDnegamno U maggior 
parWi tSenoAtoa coatantemenU eMeni puiaUi topra il doMO de' corpi norti, I'acqne 
del detto rio, e del fiume Vuarf ia cm eglifgorga, tinte in naiiier*, cbe purero di pura 
■angue."— C^. Siondi, (a. 219. 
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river called Cock to be fordable, the greater part were drowned 
therein. It is constantly affirmed, that those who survived, passed 
over, by treading on the dead bodies of the sufferers ; the water 
of this stream, and of the river Wharfe, into which it empties 
itself, were coloured in a manner to appear as pure blood." 

I have several times descended to and visited the river Cock, 
in two places — one after passing through the large meadow and 
valley before mentioned, and the other after descending from 
the village of Towton, by the old road already described ; and 
whilst I drank of its pure and cool waters, at each place, I 
could not avoid reflecting upon the lamentable fact, that after 
the battle, this interesting stream flowed stained with human 
gore ; and that both the Cock, and the lai^e river the Wharfe, 
into which it flows, were discoloured with it, so as to appear like 
rivers of blood. Doubtless very much of that shocking dis- 
coloration was proceed both by the wounded, in their endea- 
vours to cross the Cock, and by the men stain in its bed or on 
its banks, in their flight ; besides which, a portion of the field of 
battle near the public road dips towards the westward, and the 
melted snow mixed with blood would naturally drain through 
the targe meadow and valley before mentioned, towards the 
Cock ; and we learn from history, that the blood of the slain lay 
caked with the snow, which at that time covered the face of the 
ground, and afterwards dissolving with it, ran down in a most 
horrible manner the furrows and ditches of the fields, for two or 
three miles together.' 

However well selected the position of the Lancastrians was 
for fighting a battle, it was a most dangerous one for defeated 
forces to retreat from, because the contiguity of the river Wharfe, 
which was only from two to three miles distant on the eastward 
and north-eastward, prevented their escape from the field in 
that direction, and the eminence or ctiff prevented it on the 
westward; whilst towards the northward the declivities and 

■ HM. Cnst. CSiHrfiMMlKt, (b.533. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



114 BATTLE OF CHAP. VI. 

river Cw^ in their rear, were almost certain to cause, to an 
undisciplined army, the disorganization and loss of life which 
ensaed. 

There is a point of some historical moment connected with 
the action at Dintingdale which is worth notice. Edward IV. 
was at Pontefiract on the 27th of March, and prepared to pass 
the Aire at Ferrybridge, or both at that place and at Castleford. 
Lord Clifford, with a body of light cavalry under his command,^ 
left the main army of Lancastrians, either^ on the night of the 
27th, or sufficiently early on the morning of the 28th, to sur- 
prise and defeat the body of Yorkists posted under the com- 
mand of Lord Fitzwalter* at Ferrybridge, at daybreak; and 

> Hit dedgn mi to hare diilodged llie body of Torkisto onder Lord Utimlter't oom- 
mwd, poitad at Feit^bridge, and to h^te pretoited Ibair traij from psMUig tb« Aira 
there. It ii remarkible llut we do not r««d of taj other foroe* hating been lent to his 
fnpport, from the main artoj of the LsBCMtriant. 

1 Li a note to Sapin'e Siilarg qf Sngland, tnniUlcd b; Tindal, it i» itated, wiOi t» 
ference to the engagement at Fen^bridgc^ " Uiere waa at thia time no Lord FUivralter, for 
Walter Lord Fitiwalttr died in 1432, and Sir John Batclifi^ eon of Ann, dnnghter of Qie 
said Loid Fitnrallw, had not sommoni to Parliament till the Bnt of Henrj VIL Due 
Sir John, or hi* son, it probablj the Bame whom B^iin, and otbsr of onr histortana, call 
by anticipation Lord Fitiwalter. See Dugdale'i Baronage, toL i. p. Z£3, and toL IL 
p. 286." Bnt although it may readily be admitted, that it doei not appew from our 
Baronagn, that there was a Loid Fitiwnlter in 1461, their lilence aeemi Karody tnffioient 
to oDtwmgh the clear and nnqoalifled statementi, of aereral of our old aimaliite and 
ohroniclere, that a Lord Utiwaller held a command of importance in the Yorkiat army, 
and wu ekin in the action at Ferrybridge. Stow not only mentions that oranmitanoc^ 
bnt also states CoM Lord Fitiwalter ws* one of the uoblonsn who, on the 12th of Haroh 
(before the battle of Towton), left London with Edward, and aooompanied him on hia 
march northward. Besides which, in Leland's Ititierarg, toL L fo. lOB [99] (see alao 
Camden's Mas»a Britaiuua, toL iiL p. 49), in noticing Fenybiidgt^ it is stated, "wher 
the first Lord£1txgiultor of the Badediffea wan kiUid, flying from Cok beck Felde;" and, 
although the last part of the passage ii not quite sccorate, still the statement is of some 
Talue; and in Fenn'i CoUeeHon of Original Letlert, which are coniidsred antbenlia 
records of the respsctire dates, at which they purport to hsTe been written. Lord Fitiwaltor 
is mentioned, in a letter from Clement Faiton to John Fsslon, of the 23rd of January, 1460 
(but, Booording to onr present mode of reckoning, 1461), as hating ridden northwards, and 
is said to have token two hundred of Sir Andrew l>oIlop'a men ; and the existence of -a 
Lord Fittwalter seems still more oonflrmed b; another of those letten, which was written 
by William Paaton and Thomas Playter, to John Faston, dated the 4th of April, 1461, 
giTing the oontenti of a letter of credence from Bang Edward IV. to the Duchess of Tor)^ 
relpeoliBg the battle of Towton, which distinctly mentianB that Lord FitiwiUw was slain, 
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Lord Fitzwalter, unaware of the approach of the euemy, hearing 
a distuobance and uproar, went from his bed armed only with 
a poleaxe, and lost his life ' in the conflict. The Yorkists then 
passed the Aire at Castleford (only three miles distant) in great 
force, in hopes of cutting off the troops under Lord Clifford, 
who then retreated from Feriybridge ; and the Yorkists either 
intercepted or overtook him, slew him, and defeated and de- 
stroyed nearly all his forces, at Dintingdale. As Dintingdale 
is only one mile and a half from Towton, and little more than 
half a mile from Saxton, the Yorkists would never have ha- 
sarded an action with so large a body of cavalry as we must 
suppose that Lord CUfford had with him, in a place so dose 
to the main army of the Lancastrians, unless the Yorkists 
were in great force thwe, or were within reach of certain sup- 
port from their advancing main army. From those circum- 
stances, and from the &ct of the distance from Castleford to 
Saxton being but short, it appears very probable that by the 
middle or early in the afternoon of the 28th, the Yorkists had 
advanced to the village of Saxton, and perhaps to Dintingdale, 
and occupied the neighbourhood of those j^aces in considerable 
force. 

Dr. Whitaker states' that Lord Clifford, according to the tra- 
dition of the family, was tumbled into a pit, with a promiscuous 
heap of dead bodies. 



■nd that he had bean engaged on Bdward'a part. (See Fenn's OoUeelion of OrigiiKtl LetUri, 
▼oL L pp. 205, 219.) Aa m man/ old trriten hare mentioned the eiutence of a Lord Fiti- 
w^ter at that period, it teem* unprobable that all of them could haTs been in errar. 

> The Bartard of Saliaburj, who alio held a principal comnumd in the Yorkiit fareci, 
waa alao ilain thereL Borne hiatoriana tell lU that the Barl of Warwick stabbed hia horse 
on bearing of the disaster at Ferrjbridge. It ia au improbable Isle. We ma; perhaps 
aalelf admit, that he, aa a warrior, knew the Talua of a good horae too well to destro/ it 
wanton]/ and oaeleMl/. 

* P. 125. In one of m/ Tiiits to Dintiogdale, I met with a labouriDg man there, who 
informed me that he recollected the diecorer/, about eighteen /ears before, of a pit or hole; 
At Dintingdale on or dose to the tampke road, oonUioing human booee. As I re- 
oeiTed that inlbrmatioQ from him in Augtwt, 1853, the dicoorer/ mutt hftTe Uken flaw 
aboDt 1836. 
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From the appearance of the road and the neighbouring coun- 
try, it seems almost certain that, in 1461, the great nortii road 
from Ferrybridge to Tadcaster, turned off from the present 
Ferrybridge road,* and passed through the village of Saxton, 
and then proceeded by the public road before mentioned through 
Towton ; and if so, when the Yorkists advanced towards Towton, 
they would find the Lancastrian army lying like a lion in their 
path. 

It is veil known, that cannons and other firearms were used 
in the wars of York and Lancaster ; and there is not any reason 
to doubt that they were used at the battle of Towton ; yet it is 
remarkable that the fact is not noticed by any ancient writer. 
Guns of some kind or other, appear to have been used in the 
following instances in the field (exclusive of sieges) during those 
wars : viz., in 1455, at the first battle of St. Alban's -^ in 1459, 
at the encampment of the Yorkists at Ludford in Herefordshire;^ 
in 1460, at the battle of Northampton;^ in 1469, at the battle 
near Homfield, Lincolnshire, often called the Battle of Lose 
Coat Field;* in 1471, on the landing of Edward IV. at Raven- 
spur;^ in 1471, at the battle of Barnet;" again m 1471, at the 
battle of Tewkesbury;' in 1485, at the battle of Bosworth;* 
and in 1487, at the battle of Stoke.' It can scarcely excite 
surprise, at the chroniclers and annalists not having mentioned 
cannons, as having been used at the battle of Towton, when it is 
borne in mind, that they do not make the slightest mention of 
cavalry having been employed there ; although it is certain, that 

' If, as u ^trj probibKth* high road at that time turned off near Dintingdale toward* 
Satton, it ia all bat oertaiD, tbat the Yorkiiti had auooeeded in getting posseaaion of that 
Tillage before Lord Clifford mnld retreat thither, and i\\ej ooDseqnentlj oonld eatilj 
intereept him at Dintingdale. 

* Rot. PoH. 38th Heniy TI. toL t. p. S47. ■ Stow, i09. Speed, 8M. 

* 1 LbL CoU. 502 [719]. * 1 LaL Coll. B03 [721]. 

* 1 Ld. Coil. 604 [722]. 1 Holinahed, 6S1. 
' 1 Holinahed 687. 

■ Bat. Pari, let Henry Til. Tol.ii. fo. 276. See Appendix, Ko.ULj and Halton'a 
Sitwortk FUld, p. 82 i in which he mentioni cannoii balls haring been dug up thete. 
'* Sot. Fart. 3rd Henrj VII. vol. ?i. p. 397. See Appendix No, 7, 
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in both armies there must have been large bodies of cavalry 
engaged at that battle. 

The honour of bearing Edward IV.'s standard, of the Black 
Bull, at the battle of Towton, devolved upon Ralph Vestynden, 
afterwards one of the yeomen of the chamber, who had for his 
services, at the battle, an annuity of £10, granted to him 
" yerely unto the tjme he be rewarded by us of an oflBce."' 
Besides having been borne upon Edward's standard at that 
battle, " the Bull sable, corned and hoofed, or," was also used 
on other occasions by Edward IV., and others of the House of 
York, in consequence of its having been a cognizance or device 
of the Clares (Earls of Gloucester), from whom the House of 
York was descended.^ 

Heniy VI., Queen Margaret, and Edward Prince of Wales, 
were at York during the battle of Towton; and on hearing 

' Jlirf. Pari. 4th Edw«pdrV.ToLT.fo. 646; the7auuid8thBdwMdIT.ToLT.fo.613i 
and the 13th Ediranl IT. vol n. fo. 93. 

* Edward IV. »l*o oaed the loan argent u onaof thedericMof theHooM of Tork, in 
ooiuequence of iti htnng been home bj the Uortimert, Barb of March, from whom he 
wu deKended ; alto the Dngon sqant table, armed or, in oonaequence of hia dooent from 
the Qe Burghs, Earb of Ulater, irboM oogniiauce was a DragoD ; tba Paloon argent 
within ■ fdtter-lock cloud g the White S.om ; the Sua in iti gloiy, titer the parhelion had 
been aeen at the battle of Mortimer'i CroMj and (oocavouallj) the White Hart attired, 
aoooUed with a ooronet, and chained or, on a mount Tert, in honour of Eing Bichard II.,. 
who lued it, and who had nominated Boger Mortimer, Earl of Haroli, great-grandbther 
of l{dwaTdIV.,hi3>u«)eM0r to the imiwn of England. II is worth; of remark, that besidea 
thedreimiBtanceofEdwardlT, hsTingbad the Black Bull on his standard at the battle of 
Towton, his brother, Bichard III., seems to haje had, at the battle of Bosworth, on one 
of liis standards, the Dim Cow (perhaps in allusion to the bmilj tradition of the Earli 
of Warwick, with which fiuoil; he was ooruuioted throogh Anne his wife, the daughter of 
Bichard Nerille, the great Earl of Warwick). See Holinshed, Hall, and Baker, who men- 
tion that Henrj VII., aRer the battle of Bosworth, offered at St. Paul's three atandards, 
doacribed as follows : Til., 6nt, the flgure of St. George ; seoond, a Red Dragon, on white 
and green sarcenet ; Ijiird, a Dun Cow upon yellow tartan. Hutton, in his Batmorih 
Htld, p. 147, elates, without giving his authority, that Henij VII., on his arri*al in 
London, carried in front Bichard III.'s three standards, the chief of which was St. George, 
and erected them in St. Paul's Chnrch ; and also on p. 110, that Bichmond's (afterwarda 
Eenr; VII.) standard at the battle of Bosworth, was a Red Dragon, upon green and 
white silk ; and we know &om other sources, that the Dragon Bouge was a bvourito 
derice of Henry VII. It seems, therefore, tolerably certain, that of the before-mentioned 
three standards, thftwcond, or Bed Dragon, was that of Heui; VI i., and we may reaaon- 
ably conclude, that Sfc other two ware those captured from Richard III. 
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<^ its disastrous result, they fled northward with the Duke of 
Exeter, the Duke of Somerset, Lord Roos, and Lord Huogerford,^ 
and at first repaired to Berwick, and from thence to Scotland, 
where Henry purchased the protection and assistance of the 
King of Scotland, by the surrender of Berwick. Edward IV, 
was received on the day after the battle into York, with proces- 
sions and great solemnity, the mayor and commonalty having 
sued for grace, and having obtained it from the King, through 
the mediation' of Lord Montague ' and Lord Bemers.* 

King Edward, on hearing of the flight of Henry VI., and the 
other personages, northward, immediately despatched a b«dy of 
light calvahry, in pursuit of them, but too late to overtake them. 



' ' Bobert Lord Hungeriord married, b tly lilbtitne of hii fkUira (Waltsr Lord Hunger' 
(brd), AUanores daughter and bail' of WiUiun Lord Molina, or Molyna, and wu, id con- 
■equenoe of that iuBrriB|«, oocaiEonallj' called Lord MoItdi, and took part with tlie 
LBDcaBtriani, at tbe battle of Towtoo. Upon tbe lose of the da;, he fled to Yoi^ nhere 
King Eeniy (hen in», and from thence proceeded irith him to Scotland. He me attainted 
bj tbe act of Parliament of lat Edward IT. In 1163, the Lancastriuw again attemptbg 
to make head, and biting got poaseeaion of aereral caatlea in the North, he onoe mote 
appeared in armi, and waa the chief of thoee who defended Alnwick CasUe, with &1». 
hundred or lii. hundred FiMuihmen ; and eoon aflerwarda waa engaged at the battle of 
Hexham, in 1468 j waa taken prisoner, oonTejed to NewcMtla, and beheaded there) and 
waa buried in tbe north aisle of the Cathedral Church of Saliabtuf. 

■ Fenn'a CoUtctio* of Origiital Letlert, voLi. p. 217. 

' Hid. p. 217. Sir John NeriUe is called Lord Hontagne, in tbe authorit; quoted ; but 
it aeema incorrect to have done ao, at that period, becauae he appears not to faaTs been 
then created Marquis Montague. He was the brother of Bicbard NerilU^Earlor Warwick 
(the King-Maker), was a great supporter of Edward IT., gmd was created Lord Montane 
in the flrit year of Edward IT. He was afterwards created Earl of NoTthuraberlaDd in 
tbe fourth year of that King'* njign ; but he resigned that title, and was orated Marquis 
of Montague in the tenth rear of hia reign. He was slain, with his brother, on tbe 14th <^ 
April, 1171, Bt the battle of Qladmore Heath, uauaUj called Uie battle of Bamet, baring 
changed sidei, and then fought against Edward IT. 

* Originally Sir John Bourchicr,ailerwBrdsIiordBemera, he waa fourth son of Williain 
Bourcbier, Earl of Ewe, was brother of Thoniss Bourchier, Archbialiop of CantettiDrjr, 
and of Henrj Bourchier, Earl of Ewe. afterwards of Esaei, and was at Bnt of the Lan- 
castrian partv, and fought for Henry TI. at the first battle of St. Alban's, in 1466 ; bat 
after that time, he eapouaed the cauae of the Torkista. He married MBrger;r< dangbtar 
aud heir of Bichard Lord Bemen, and had aummons to Parliament in tbe thirty-third 
year of Uenr; TI., and atterwards, bj tbe title of Lord Bemers. He died in tbe litb of 
Edward IT. His oldeit son, Humphrey, wu alain at tbe battle of Bamet, fighting on 
King Edward's part, in 1171. 
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Edmtrd remained at York su£Scieiitly long to celebrate the 
festival of Easter there, and then went to Durham, and, after 
taking moisures for the pacification of the northern parts, pro- 
ceeded to London. 

The decisive victory gained by Edffard at Towton, confirmed 
his previous assumption of the royal title; he became to all 
intents the King of England ; he was crowned at Westminster, 
on the 29th of June ; and his right to the throne was solemnly 
Tecogrmed by the Parliament, which was held in the month of 
November foUowi^. He was evidently a man of extraordinary 
talents, enterprise, and courage; he had already fought and 
been the conqueror in three important battles ; and, notwith- 
standing the serious and numerous obstacles which he had to 
overcome, he succeeded in obtaining the sovereignty of England 
before he was twenty years old : Us birth having taken place at 
Rouen, in Normandy, on the 29th of April, 1441^ 

There are some passages in the accounts of the battle, given 
by histOTians, which seem to be exaggerated, or, at least, must 
be received with some degree of allowance. We know from 
the old historical writers, that the battle commenced in a fall of 
snow or sleet, which was driven by the wind into the faces of 
the Lancastrians. We are told that Lord Falconberg caused 
some arrows to be discharged during the snow, at the Iiancas- 
trians, and ordered the archers to fall back three strides (what 
difference could three paces make?) and that the Lancastrians, 
feeling the shot, but in consequence of the enow, not well 
knowing the distance between them and the Yorkists, supposed 
that they were within the range of archery, and discharged 
their arrows, until their quivers were exhausted, or nearly so, 
and that the Yorkists then not only shot their own arrows 
against the opposite forces, but also picked up and discharged 
part of the Lancastrians' arrows against them, and planted 
others in the ground, which sorely galled the legs of the Lan- 

' S«e Sandford'B Oeitealogical Sutary, p. 381. Carte, in his Eitlortf oj Smglaiid, 
ToL iL p.758, girn tite 28th of April, 1M2, m the date of Edmnl'i birth. 
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castriaDS, when they advanced to close quarters. It is easy to 
believe, that some amongst the undiBcipliced Lancastrian archers, 
would begin to shoot too soon, just as young troops will even 
now occasionally fire too soon ; but when we reflect that there 
were several men amongst the leaders on both sides, who had 
served in France, and had had much experience in war, it is 
difficult to suppose that such a circumstance had any material 
influence in the result of the battle, or that they would allow 
their men to exhaust their quivers, by shooting in such a useless 
manner; besides which, if the Lancastrian si'chers were pre- 
vented by the snow from judging accurately of the distance, the 
same cause must, to a great extent, have operated against the 
archers of the Yorkists. And with respect to exhausting the 
quivers, we cannot suppose that the Lancastrian leaders, after 
deliberately preparing for the approach of the Yorkists, would 
be so remiss, as not to have a plentiful supply of arrows in the 
rear for the use of the troops. It is barely possible that some 
instances may have occurred of arrows being stuck into the 
ground, but it is not credible that it was done on any consider- 
able scale. The Yorkists would have something else to do on 
such a dreadful morning, than to occupy themselves with stick- 
ing arrows in any considerable numbers in the ground. Besides 
which, if such a measure were adopted with any good effect, at 
the battle of Tovrton, it is clear that it would be equally useful 
at other battles fought in the middle ages; yet, as for as I 
can recollect, w% are not informed by auy historian, of such a 
measure being adopted, on any other occasion, either in the 
wars of York and Lancaster, or in any battle in which the 
English were engaged. The real disadvantage, and that was a 
serious one, under which the Lancastrians laboured, was, that 
the wind, with the snow or sleet driven in their faces, would 
not only baffie their aim, but would cause a deflection in the 
flight of their arrows ; besides which, even when they came to 
close quarters, it was a great disadvantage to have the snow 
and sleet driving against them. There was, however, a good 
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reason for soon coming to hand blows, whicb would equally 
operate on both armies : the wet from tlie snow, would affect 
their bow strings, and render the bows of both parties compa- 
ratively inefficient. We are also told, that the Yorkists pursued 
the Lancastrians during all the night, which succeeded the 
battle. It seems to be impossible that that can be literally true. 
After two rather severe engagements, and a hasty march, which, 
for a considerable ^ce, was through cross roads, on the 28th 
of March, and after so long and dreadful aconBicton the 29th, 
without food during the day, except that they might possibly 
have broken their fast very early in the morning, fighting in 
severe weather, exposed to cold and wet, and with bad roads, 
the Yorkists must, from sheer exhaustion, and want of bodily 
strength, have been scarcely able to pursue the fugitives after 
the day had closed in, about which time the victors would 
arrive at Tadcaster, glad to find food, shelter, and rest there, for 
the night. We hear no more of the fugitives, as an army, after 
the 20th ; and it is more than probable, that by the morning of 
the SOth, they had availed themselves of the hours of darkness 
to disperse, or to move northwards in detached parties merely j 
and they had one advantage over the victors: the fugitives 
could throw away a portion of their arms, offensive and de- 
fensive, to facilitate their flight. 

There is one point in the plans of the Lancastrians connected 
with this battle, for which it is very difficult to account. Why, 
with superior forces, did they act on the defensive? It is very 
easy to understand, that the Lancastrians retired from before 
London, and proceeded northward, after the junction of the 
forces of Edward with those of the Earl of Warwick, in conse- 
quence of the then superiority of the Yorkists ; but, if as we are 
told, the Lancastrians shortly afterwards mustered for the battle 
of Towton about 60,000 men, and the Yorkists only about 48,660 
men, we should naturally have expected that the Lancastrians 
would have been the assailants. It seems contrary to good poUcy, 
in military afffurs, to wait with a superior force to be attacked. 
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Such a geueral as Cromwell, Marlborough, or Wellington, if 
commaDding a force tolerably equal, would not have waited for 
the attack of an enemy. With the exception, however, of the 
bold, and at first the successful, exploit by Lord ClifTord, at 
Perrybridge, the Lancastrians were not the assailing, but the 
defensive parties.^ They did not even, as far as we are in- 
formed,' attempt either to support Lord Clifford at Ferrybridge, 
or to succour him at Dintingdale, Vhere he was slain, and his 
forces defeated.^ Yet that place was only about a mile and a 
half from Towton ; and the shouts of the combatants would be 
within hearing of the main body of the Lancastrian army. The 
victors may possibly have exaggerated the number of the Lan- 
castrians, in order to enhance the merit of the victory. If some 
such reason cannot be given, it seems only left to ascribe their 
remaining on the defensive, either to ignorance of the numbers 
of their enemies, or to want of judgment on the part of the 
Lancastrian commanders. 

Saxton is a parish containmg the townships of Towton and 
Saxton-cum-Scarthingwell ; the living is a perpetual curacy; 
and Saxton Church is dedicated to " All Saints." 

A great number of the slain were interred, as has been before 
mentioned, in a large trench or pit, on the north side of, and 
close to, the church. In June, 1848, a short time prior to my 
first visit to Towton, their bones were exposed to view, when 
making a vault for the interment of a son of John Kendall, 
Esq., of Towton Hall.' The trench runs from east to west 



> It HOou rmuFkabla that tba Yorkiits w«re tllowed to awead the BlOTBlad groond 
from Suton, and to come in front of tbeIdiDCMtTiuu,without,u brucanbedlicoTerad 
from history, aiporiencing any oheoi or re»i«t»Eoe ftom the latter ; but that may, perb^M, 
bsBocouDted for, if tbe Lanoaatrianaaoted on the dsfenuTe upon a preconcerted plan, and 
did not cbooae to leare what tb^ had pncpoMly adected u a good poaition, and wbidi 
certainly poueaaed considerable adrantagea, 

* It ie, hoverer, very probable that the action at Dintingdale wu aoon otgt, and if to, 
the Lancastriana mgy not hare had aufficimtt time to have aent aucconn to Lord Clifford. 

* Seealao 1 Leland'a /Mocrorgr, fo.47 [45j; — "la the Chyrch Yard were many of the 
Bouea of men tbat nere killid at FalmeeundBy &ld buried. 

"They lay afot«fai6Pitt«a,yet apporinglialf amileof by North in Saxton Feldea." 
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Besides which, only a few years before that discovery, another 
vault was made, nearer to the east than that of Mr. Kendall, and 
also on the north side of the church, and the workmen found a 
similar deposit of bones, about four feet below the surface ; so 
that there can be no doubt that the bones of hundreds of men 
were buried in a continuons trench extending along that part of 
the churchyard.' It has been already mentioned, that the teeth 
in the skulls found there were sound and entire, showing that 
they had belonged to persons who had died either young or in' 
the prime of life. 

The tomb of Lord Dacre, called by Stow, " a meane tombe"' 
(meaning not a contemptible, or shabby tomb, for it certainly 
has been a handsome one, but one of medium size), also hes 
on the north side of the church, and very near the place where 
the slain were buried. It is about two feet high, with the 
inscription a good deal worn, so that I was not able to read 
mapv words. It stands with its sides nearly corresponding 
with the four points of the compass ; it has armorial bearings 
on each of its sides; and, besides various other qoarterings, 
which are much defiu»d by age and weather, I observed the 
quarters — Ist and 4th, Cheqny, or and gules, fa Vaux of 
Gillesland; 2Dd and 3rd, Gules, three escallops argent, for 
Daci-e, which, though not very plain, are nevertheless still visible ; 
and I consider the engravings of the tomb in Dr. Whitaker's 
work, very like the original.' 

The tomb is of dark stone or marble, and the slab or lid is 
very heavy, but broken in two pieces, at about two-thirds its 
length ; and it seems likely to sustain further injury from boys 
playing and cHmbing upon it. It is much to be regretted, that 
some endeavour is not made by some person of taste, to preserve 
it by putting iron rails round it. 

' Their numbers ihoir it to be quite impoaslble, liiat they could luTe uij raUtton to 
Mine bones, wbioh Ldtnd uid Stair mention, bb haying been remored bj Mr. Hiuigate, 
Anm QsB Bold of Towton. The qntntitj of the tatter must bara been iniigiiifiGant. 

* Stow, fo. 416. 

■ In the engrtTing it is called bj mistake, ■■ At Towlon," instead of " at Sacton." 
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Some of the leaders (naturally supposed to be Yorkists) were 
interred in the church ; and within the recollection of Mr. KeDdtdl, 
some slabs, with inscriptions in the Old English letters, were in 
existence there, which were said to have covered their remains. 
The church is evidently very ancient, principally of the Gothic 
style of architcctore ; but it has been in part rebuilt and altered, 
without much regard to its style, so as to detract very much 
from its appearance. Formerly there was jK>me coloured glass 
in a window of the church, which is said to have contained the 
arms of the Dacre family ; but, in consequence of the window 
requiring repairs, the coloured glass was removed about thirty 
years ago, and was taken to the mansion of the late Thomas 
Walker, Esq., of Killingbeck, near Leeds, where it perhaps may 
yet be. 

It has an ancient plain Norman arch, at the doorway io the 
south porch ; an antique font, large enough to immerse a child ; 
and a piscina in the Hungate Chapel, which is on the KHith 
aide ; and one or two very narrow lancet-shaped windows on the 
north side of the chancel, are still remaining. 

The tower of Saxton Church appears to have been rebuilt after 
the Reformation, and, as is said, between two hundred and fifty 
and three hundred years ago. Several representations of crosses 
have been cut upon slabs or stones which are built into the 
tower, and which have evidently been carved in memory of some 
of the slain, who were buried there; most probably, some 
Yorkist knights or leaders. Several of the crosses have been 
transposed and altered, when the tower was rebuilt ; and parts 
of the shafts and pedestals of two or three of those crosses are 
still visible, and are now placed in different layers of the stone, 
or in the reverse way to the heads of the crosses, and are imper- 
fect, parts of them having disappeared, and probably they have 
been cut and been removed. On the south side of the tower 
there is one of these crosses perfect, or nearly so, and also part 
of another ; on the west side there is one perfect cross ; and on 
the north side, including an imperfect part of one on the adjoin- 
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ing buttress of the tower, there are five imperfect parts of crosses 
cut upon the stones ; there probably are others which have since 
been built inwards into the wall, and are, consequently, not 
visible. They have been foiu: or five feet long, and the two 
which are nearly perfect, owe their preservation apparently to. 
their having been cut on stones of unusual size, and to their not 
extending, like some others, upon more stones than one. The 
heads of those two crosses are handsome, and a good deal orna- 
mented. There is a sufficient resemblance amongst the crosses, 
to show that they were probably all coeval in point of date ; but 
they are certainly not, as Dr. Whitaker supposed, all alike. 

Sir John Neville, commonly called John Lord Neville, is said 
not to have been buried there, but at the chapel of Lead, which 
is about half a mile from Saxton, and in the parish of Ryther ; 
but there is not any monument to his memory. 

At the period when Drake wrote (in 1736), Lord Dacre's 
tomb was much defaced, and the inscription was imperfect ; he 
has, however, given it, as follows : — 



HIG JIGKT RANDLPHUS DS. DB SAKKB IT - 



ET OCCISUS ERAT IN BSLLO PKINCIPE HBNBICO TI* ANNO SOU. 
KCCCCIXI. IXIX DIE HABTII TIDBLICET SOHIHICA DIE FAIr 

habuh. cviva aniue fkopitietcb ssrs. ambn.^ 
Dr. Whitaker, however, who had Drake's work before him 
when he wrote, gives the following, as the correct inscription, 
with the defects suppUed ; and states that less than thirty years 
before the time when he was writing, he retrieved much more of 
it, than would have been then possible : — 

HIC JACBT BANULPHUa DOHTNDS DI DACBE BT QBEISTOOKB VIBUS KILB8 QT)I 
OBIIT IN BELLO FBO BBGE SCO HBNKICO SEXTO ANNO UCCCCLXt. VICESIUO* 
DIE HENSIB HABCII VID'lT., DOHINICA FALUABDM CUIUS ANlHE PBOPtCIBTVB 
DECS. AUEN. * 

■ Drake's Sborvmm, p. 111. 

■ Thia ia eridantlj tn toot. It is remaiUjle that Dr. WMtatw caUt it in tbAt plaoe 
the 20th of Haroh, but the 29th in tn engraTing of tbe lidof the tomb, introducsd almoat 
immedialelj before. 

'VndUkBt'tLindu and £lmtU{HMory of Ltcdt),wali.f. 166. Dr.Whitkkoritatce, 
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Whichever is the correct version, they, however, both coincide 
in the main particulars, of its being Lord Dacre's tomb ; that he 
was a supporter of King Henry VI., and was slain in battle, on 
Palm Sunday, 1461. From the mention of King Henry VI., it 
may be surmised that the tomb was not erected until after the 
death of Edward IV. 

Drake mentions, tbat many years ago, this tomb was vio- 
lently wrenched open (for it had been strongly cramped together 
with iron), in order to inter beneath it a Mr. Giascoyne, when 
the remains of Dacre's body were found, in a standing posture ; 
and that a fragment of the slab, and a materia] part of the in- 
scription, were then broken off. 

He does not inform us who or what Mr. Qascoyne was, when 
ahve ; but whoever he was, whether of a high or low sphere 
in life, whether he was a gentleman, or some rag-merchant, it 
evinced bad taste on the part of his relations or representatives, 
to commit such an act ; and perhaps some culpable remisuess 
on the part of the then incumbent of the church, to permit it. 
Of Ijord Dacre's general character we know httle; but from 
that circumstance, we are at least justified in beUeving, that, 
unlike two great leaders of the opposite parties, he was neither 
perjured like Clarence, nor a murderer like Clifford ; that is 
certainly only negative praise ; but we do know that he was at 
least a nobleman of high rank, consistent in his principles, and 
one who died a warrior's death, on the field of battle : cinnmi- 
stances which ought to have preserved his remains from pro- 



that in thu reodiDg he wu gnatly uauted bf the following oopy of the inimptioii irluah 
be had obtom«d from Hopkiiuon's MSS., u it vu partly re«u] and partlj gneawd at, hj 
ft tTBiucTiber, abont the fame of Oharles I. ; — 

HIO J401T BAirCU^DB BUB. SB SAOXX M GBBYaTOOKB, HBBOS, WLM BTRESUVB 
QUI OBItT IH BBLLO PBO BBSB SCO HBNBIOD BEITO AKHO UCCCCLXI, TmSUCVT 

miciNiaA. PAUUBDit cnjcB .umtB p'pinBrns secs. ihbh. 
Dr. Whitaker alio itfttee hia oonTictioii that the word " hero* " ia a miitaks for " Tern*," 
and that "gtrenuDa," fbrwhicb there has been no room in the line, haa been another goeM 
for the former epithet, " a true knight," being the genuine language of chiTalij. — Ibid^ 
P.1BS. 
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fanatioD, and ought to bave caused us to be spared the disgust 
and indignation, which we naturally entertain, at the bad taste 
and bad feeling evinced, in the violation of a soldier's grave. 

In the dreadful wars of York imd Lancaster, it is said that 
more than 100,000 Englishmen lost their Uves; but that is 
merdy the number believed to have been slain in bftttle ; and, 
however repulsive it may be to our feelings, it must be admitted 
that it cannot include the numbers who must have perished 
during that disastrous period, in imimportant skirmishes, in ma- 
rauding parties, in private warfare, by assassination, by the axe 
or by the halter, in pursuance of or under the colour of judicial 
sentences, or by open and undisguised murder.' Besides this 
horrible sacrifice of human life, during this distracted period, it 
is shocking to think what sufferings unprotected and helpless 
persons must have been exposed to, from the lawless partisans 
of the rival parties, when they passed through or were located 
near any district, which they chose to consider as favouring 
their antagonists. Pillage, cruelty, violence to women, incen- 
diarism, and contempt of the laws and of religion,^ were the 
natural attendants upon a civil war,' carried on with feelings of 
bitter hatred by each party ; and it is certain that the examples 
of cruelty and wickedness which were openly set by the nobles 
and leaders of both factions, would readily be copied by their 
followers. Voltaire thus expresses himself, in reference to the 
wars of York and Lancaster: "Quand les premiers d'une 
nation out de telles mceurs, quelles doivent etre celles du 
■|)euple?"* 

One of our ancient historical writers correctly states, that 
" this conflict was in maner unnaturall, for in it the sonne 



' Snoh, for example, amongBt athen, m the morden of the Sail of Butluid, Edward 
Piuoe of Wales, Lord Haitiiigs, &o. &0. 

' It ii remaricsble that tliret of the battles dnriog tbow wart weve (bogbt od Sundajt, 
Tit., Bbm Heath, Towtoo, Mid Baniet. 

* See tome of the iiutanae* mentioned in Sol. Pari 1 Bdwud IT. (l*Sl), <roL t. b. 47S. 

* Y<Abanf» Etna Jm 3fimm et FBiprU dtt Jfaiimu, tomsiTui p.M. 
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foaght agunst the fether, the brother against the brother, the 
nephew against the ancle, and the tenant against hJ3 lord." ' 

The following is an extract from a veiy interesting scene, 
from the pen of Shakespeare, relative to the battle of Towton ; 
and, although the tragedy in which it is introduced is not well 
adapted to ftie stage, it will well repay the student for the time 
bestowed, in reading the whole of it : — 

The Tiird Part o/Eiiig Stnrg FI. 
" Soene— A Field of Battle betweea Towton md Sutoa.* 
(EmUt a Sm Oat hat hUlad hit Falhtr, brining m the body.) 
&«. — '* 111 blowi tbe wind, that proflts nobodj. 

This mail, whom hand to hand I ilew in fight, 
Uaj beponeaaed with aomt gtore of crowni t 
And I, that bapl; take them from him now, 
Hsj ;et, ere night, jield both my life and them 
To tome man else, ai this dead man doth me. 
Who 'a thii?— O Hcst'q! it ii my other's bee. 
Whom in this oonSict I unawaree have killed. 
O heav; timea, begetting auch erenla ! " 

(JUer a Father Oat hat kiiUi kit Son, brin^iy i» the bodg.) 
Falitr. — " Thou that lo atoutly haat reaiated mc^ 

QiTB me thj gold, if thon haat any gold ; 

For I have bought it with an hnndrad Uo**. — 

Bat let me aee : ia thia our foenuD's fiuw ? 

Ah, no, no, no, it ia mine only eon ! 

Ah, boy, if any life be left in thee. 

Throw up thine eye j aM^ aee, what thowcn »*i»e. 

Blown by the windy l«mpe«t of my heart, 

Upon tfay woimda, that kill miiM eye and heaitl 

O pil7, Eeai'n, thi* miaerable age 1 

Wliat ttnt^ema, how fell, how butclurij, 

Bnoneoua, mutinoaa, and annataral, 

Tbia deadly qnanel daily doth begrtl 

£1117 Smy,—" Bad-heaiied men, much orergotie with etn, 
Here aita a King more woftil tbao you an." 

It may be said, that the portion of the scene in which those 
circumstances are introduced, ia one of imagination, and the 

■ HaU'a Chromelei (edit, of 1809), fo. 266. 

a Third Part 1^ King Etwry VI. act it Kene h. 
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ofispring of the gnuid aod admirabte talents of SbakeBpeare. 
Be it SO; still the trathfiil records of history disclose quite 
enoQgh, to prove that deeds of bloodshed and violence, nearly as 
repulsive to our feelings, and almost as disgraceiiil to mankind, 
as those which that scene represents, were frequently perpetrated 
daring those disastrous times ; and we may well feel grateful to 
the supreme Disposer of events, that we are now preserved from 
the miseries and calamitiea which were experienced in this 
country, during the wars of York and Lancaster. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THB 

FIELD OF THE BATTLE 

TEWKESBURY." 



" Tfaan name wuidering b; 
A tbadow like ui mgel, with bright hair 
Dabbled in blood i and be ahriek'd out aloud, 
' Clarenoe is oonw i ftlae fleeting p«^ured Clarenoc^ 
Tbat itabb'd me in the field bj Tewkeabni?.' " 

Shaxbsfsasi'b King Sidtard III. act L icene 4. 

Of the numerous battles which have been fought in England in 
the middle ages, few have been more decisive, or have excited 
more interest, than that of Tewkesbury.^ In order that the 
positions of the hostile armies, and the reason why the battle 
happened to be fought close to the town of Tewkesbury, may 
be correctly understood, it is necessary, in giving a description 
of the field of battle, to notice concisely, some of the events 
which immediately preceded it.' 

' The paper apOD the field of the Battle of Tewltsibaij iraa read before a meetiiig of 
the Societj of Antiqnarie* of London, on the 6th of Maroh, 1866, and the thanki of the 
meeting were Toted far it to the anthor, 

' I haie pMd ux Tieits to the field of battle— two in Ha; 18S4, two in U%j 1S6G, and 
two in Ua; 1866. 

* The anthoritiea for the hietorioal part of thia paper an Hall, Holinihed, Stow, Speed ; 
Iidand't CoU te taua, toLIL ; Qraflon, Baker, Dngdale, Saodford, and Balph Brooke. 
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On the I3th or 14th of April, 1471,^ Margaret/ the Qaeen of 
Henry VI., and their son, Edward Prince of Wales,' accompa- 
nied by John Longstrother, Prior of the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem,* and several persons of consideration, arrived from 
France, and landed at the port of Weymouth, in Dorsetshire, vith 
a small body of French and other troops ; and she proceeded 
from thence to the Abbey of Ceme,^ not far from that port. 



< The IStli of April is tnentioned bj tome, sad tbe 14th of April bj other writcn, m 
the d«f <m which Uai'garat Uaded. 1^ u ie probable, it occurred on the 14th of April, 
it wu the wme day u that on which the battle of Bamet waa fought. 

' Queen Margaret, uiually called Hirgarct of Anjou, wm daogbter of Ben£ Dnlu of 
Aqjou, and wu married to Henij TI. on the 22nd of AprU, 1U6.— -See Chap. III. 

' Bdwwd Prince of Wale* ira> the only child of King Henry TI. and Queen Hargaret 
(oeaall; called Hargaret of Anjon). He was bom in the King*! Palaoe at WeatniioRter, 
on tbe 13th of October, 1463, in tbe thirty-fint year of Heniy VI., and vas created Prince 
of Wales tmd Eari of Cheater on the 15th of March, in the thirty-aecond year of hie 
&ther'i reign. At the age of eerenteen, be wee aOanoed in France to AniM Nerill^ th« 
■eoond daughter of BJchard Earl of Warwick, called the Eing-Maker. The murder of 
Frinee Edward, immediately after the battle of Tewkeabury, will be noticed further on in 
thii diapter. AAcr hie death, Anne hie widow wai married to Richard Duke of Qlou- 
oe*ter, afterwarde King Bichard III.— See Pedigree No. 1, Chap. IX. 

* The Enighti of St. John of Jenualem, otherwise called Enigbta of Bbode*, «1m called 
EnighteHoepiUUere,oonBtitnladan order of mililaiyeocleaiMtioa, of great renown, power, 
and w«aJtli, befbre the Befbrmatipn. Their prior wae eeteemed the fint baron in the 
kingdom. It may eaaily be imagined, that the aupport of tbe bead of tiieee powerfid 
religioue knights, wae of no email moment to Horgamt. Their chief eatabliahment was at 
Olerkenwell, and it baa giren the name to St. John'a Square, St. John's Street, and to the 
eburcfa of St John, Clerkenwell.* Of the nugniflcent priory which they poaseeeed ther^ 
the only remains ahore ground are the ancient and curioui gateway, eaUed St. John's Qate, 
and a single buttress of the old builinng in Jenualem Court, leading into St. John'a Street. 
This religious body oeased to aust in England and in Ireland, in 1&40 ; the act 38nd 
Haniy TIIL e. £4, hanng been passed, by which their order was dissolTed, and their lands 
and pro|>er(>y rested is the King. Sir William Weston, Knight, was the last prior of that 
body in England. They are said to hare been tbe last rdigtooi batemity who snrrendered 
their poseesaion* to tbe graep of Henry viu. 

* See Holiuhed'e CiromeUt and Speed'a SUIery. Hall, Dngdale, and Grafton, how- 
erer, stale, that Queen Margaret proceeded to the Cistercian Abbey of Beaulieo, and took 
sanctuai7 there. In Baker's C^romelet, it is stated that she first went to the Abbey of 
Ceme, and then to "Bswley " [Beaulieu] in Hampehire. 

* The andmt crypt still (ziBte andsr Uie dwrdi, and it is said to be cnrion* and 
interesting. 
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The Countess of Warwick bad accompanied her from France, 
but in a different ship, vbich outsailed that of the Queen.^ 

Mai^ret was at first almost broken-hearted and overwhelmed, 
by the dismal tidings of the loss of the battle of Bamet, the 
defeat and destruction of her friends, and the captivity of her 
husband ; but in consequence of being encouraged by Edmund 
Duke of Somerset;* Lord John Beaufort;' Thomas Courtenay, 
Earl of Devonshire;* Jjord Wenlock,' and other persons of rank, 
and gentlemen, who promised her their support, she determined 
once more to tiy the chances of a battle. 

The noblemen and gentlemen of her party, immediately 
adopted measures for mustering their retainers and followers, 
and with that view repaired to Exeter, sent for Sir John Arundel, 
and Sir Hugh Courtenay, and raised forces in Somersetshire, 
Dorsetshire, Wiltshire, and afterwards in Cornwall and Devon- 
ahire; and proceeded from Exeter by Taunton, Glastonbury, 
and Wells, to Bath, and from thence to Bristol : their forces 
being continually increased on their march. Their intention 
was to have marched through Gloucestershire into Wales, where 
Jasper Earl of Pembroke," a powerful and staunch Lancastrian, 



1 Anne Counteu of Warwick *rriT«d at Poritmouth, and want &om thence to Bouth- 
■iDpton,inteiidingtohaTejoiiied theQu««Qat WeTmoDth; but hariog reenred intelligeiice 
of the total defeat of the Laneattrian*, the deaths of her hoiband the Eing-Haking Bari 
of Warwick, and of hii brother the Uarqiiia Montague, at th« fatal battle of Bamet, ahe 
CToaaed the water into the New Foreit, and took aanctuaij in the Abb<7 of Beaulieu, in 
flampahire. 

* Edmoud Beaufort, Duke of Someraet, the iMond wn of Edmoiid Beaufort, Duke of 
Somenet, who was ilain at the fint battle of Bt. Alban'*, in 1456, waa the brother and 
bair of Saniy Beaafort, Duke of Somerset, beheaded after the betlle of Hexham in 1163. 
—See Chaps, m. and IT. 

* Lord John Beaufort waa the third son of Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somenet, who 
waa slain at the first battle of St. Alban's, in 1465.— See Chaps, in. and IT. 

* Tbomai Courtenay, Earl of Deronahirs.— See Chap. IT. 

* John Lord Weulook. He fought on the Lancaatrian aide, at the first battle of St. 
Alban's, in 1456, iu which he was sereralj wounded ; for the Torkiata, at the battle of 
Towton, in 1461 ; and appeared again iu arms for the Lancastrians, at Che battle of 
Tewkesbui7, in 1471.— See Chap. TI. 

* Jasper Barl of Pembraki^ oftencalled Jasper of HatBald, was second SMi of Sir Owen 
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was in arms, and raising forces for that party ; and they also 
expected to receive assistance from their partisans in Cheshire 
and Lancashire. 

Edward, in the mean time, after receiving intdligence of the 
landmg of Queen Margaret, being uncertain towards what 
quarter the Lancastrians wonld bend their course, departed on 
tiie 19th of April, with some of his forces, furnished with 
artillery and other things requisite, from Ijondon for Windsor, 
where he remtuned a short time, for the double purpose of cele- 
brating the feast of St. George^ and of awuting the arriv^ of ' 
other troops, whom he had appointed to assemble there. He 
commenced bis march from Windsor, against the enemy, on 
the morrow after St. George's day, the 24th of April. He 
reached Abingdon on Saturday the 27th, remained there all 
Sunday, and on Monday the 29th, proceeded to Cirencester,^ 
where he received information, that on the next day (Tuesday), 
his enemies intended to be at Bath, and that on the Wednesday 
they would come forward, and give him battle ; and Edward, 
desirous to see his men in order of battle, led them out of the 
town, and encamped in the field three miles from it. 

On the next day, Edward, still seeking to encounter his 
enemies, marched to Malmesbury, when he learned that they 
had turned aside and gone to Bristol. On Thursday ' Edward 
arrived at Sodbury, and shortly before the arrival of the main 
body of his army there, a skirmish took place; a few of his men, 
riding into the town to secure quarters and accommodations, 
encountered and were attacked by some of the enemy, who had 
been sent forward from the Lancastrian army, and five or six 



Todor, Bad EatluriiM, widow of King Hmij T., and hilf-brother (o Sing Homj TL 
FullpartuiulanaregiTsnof liiinmCh*p.T. pigeB9, note 2. 

' 0*U«d b7 Holinihed, bj miitake, Chicheater. 

1 HoliniliBd eslli U Thond*; the lit of Uay ; but there is erideDtlj K>me little oodIWoii 
in hit d«tM, ai to Bdmrd'a morementf. Eoluislied tMm that the battle of Tewketbiuy 
ma (bngbt on Saturday the ith of Uaj ; and if lo, it ii impoauble that the preceding 
Tburaday ooold hare been the let of Uaj. He tnuit dther hare meant Wednetday tb« 
lit of May, or Tbnndtj tlie 2nd of Uay. 
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of the YorkUts were made prisoners. Edvard having some 
reason to think that the Lancastrians were near at hand, sent 
out sconts to endeavour to obtaia intelligence of their move- 
ments ; but not hearing any certain tidings of them, he lodged 
his vanguard in a valley, beyond the hill, towards the town of 
Sodbury, and lay himself with the residue of his forces at 
Sodbury Hill. About three o'clock after midnight, he received 
information, that the Lancastrians had taken their way by 
Berkeley towards Gloucester; and he in consequence, after 
taking the advice of his council, sent with all speed to Sir 
Richard Beauchamp, the son of WilUam Lord B^uchamp of 
Powick,' to whom he had committed the government of the city 
and castle of Gloucester, with orders not to admit Margaret's 
forces into them, but to defend them to the utmost. 

At Bristol the Lancastrians received assistance, both in men, 
victuab, money, and artillery, and on Thursday proceeded to 
Berkeley, and marched from thence towards Gloucester, travelUng 
all night, and arrived before Gloucester at ten o'clock on Friday, 
and hoped to be admitted into that city, tmd to pass the Severn 
there, in order to effect 8 junction with the Earl of Pembroke. 

But as King Edward IV. had previously sent orders to iho 
Governor of Gloucester, to refuse admittance to Margaret and 
her adherents, and had promised that, if the city were assuled. 
he would advance immediately to its relief, his orders were 
obeyed, and Margaret was unable to obtain admittance. To the 
circumstance of her being bafBed in the design of passing the 
Severn at Gloucester, may be ascribed, the utter ruin, which so 
soon after befell her and her army ; in fact the issue of the 
campaign might very probably have been completely different, if 

I OiiginaUy Bit WiUiam Bwnohwnp, Knight, «m of Sir John BMadump of Powick 
and AloaaUr. In the twentj-fiFlh jefti- of Heniy VI. he wm adrtnoed to tbo title and 
dignity of Lord Beauohamp of Powiek, and constituted Jmtioe of South Walea, and bad 
agrantofananqiutyof £60 pfer annum, out of the feo lann of tho dtj of Olonoeater, to 
him and bii h<us for erer, for the better inppoH of that honour i and in the 2Sth of 
Henry VL be ww made Lord Tmu«uioi- of England, hut did not hold that office full two 
yeari. He died in lW5, and left by Margaret, hia wife, the abore-mentionod Sfar Bicbard 
Beaoohamp, hia >on and hnr, then forty yean of age. 
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she had succeeded in getting possession of Gloucester, tmd of . 
securiDg a safe passage for her forces over the Severn, and, con- 
sequently, of effecting a junction vith the troops raised by the 
Earl of Pembroke. 

She proceeded from Gloucester towards Tewkesbury, having 
then Qo alternative, with reference to her design of passing the 
river, but to inarch to the latter town; and on the way thither, 
some of her artillery were captured from her rearguard.' She 
arrived at Tewkesbury on Friday the 3rd of May, about four m 
the afternoon, having travelled on that day and the precediug 
night, thirty-six long miles, through bad roada, between woods, 
and without proper refreshment, so that both men and horses were 
greatly fatigued. It became absolutely necessary, to give some 
rest to her exhausted troops, most part of which consisted of 
infantry ; and it was determined by the leaders of her forces, to 
await at Tewkesbury the coming up of Edward's army, and to 
take the chances of a battle. 

The Lancastrians, as we learn from one of our old historians, 
encamped " in a close even hard at the Townes end having the 
Towne and Abbeie at their backes, and directlie before them, 
and upon each side of them they were defended with cumber- 
some lanes, decpe ditches, and manie hedges, beside hils and 
dales, so as the place seemed as noisome as might be to approach 
unto."' Whether the position was or was not as strong and 
difficult to be assailed, as is here represented, it is at all events 
certain, that the Lancastrians fortified it, at least to some extent, 
and prepared to act on the defensive; with the hope of hold- 
ing out against Edward, until the arrival of the Earl of Fern- 
broke, who was supposed to be rapidly approaching. There can 
scarcely be a reasonable doubt, that during the evening and 
night previous to the battle, the Lancastrians exerted themselves 
assiduously to intrench and fortify their position. It is worthy 

■ "In her pamge towards TewkMbtuj ths Lord B««uauiipe toka firoin her rarewwd, 
mora ordinance Uien ibe might have wel ipued, which did to her no imal prrjudiDB." — 
HaU'i ChromeUt, fi>. SI. 

* Holinih«d'» CMromi^at. 
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of notice, that we do not hear of any attempt by the Lancas- 
trians, to pass the Severn at Tewkesbury ; and as they prepared 
to act on the defensive, and not to be the attacking party at 
the approaching battle, it may at first sight perhaps appear 
remarkable, that they do not seem to have endeavoured to have 
had the river Severn interposed between themselves and their 
enemies, especially as it flows close to Tewkesbury. Bat the 
leasoD for their not attempting it, may easily be found, in the 
exhausted state of their troops, and the near E^proach of 
Edward's army, which rendered it a very dangerous attempt to 
cross the river with the enemy so close upon them.^ Besides 
which, there was not a bridge over the Severn at Tewkesbury, 
before the present iron bridge was completed in 1826, at the 
place where there was an old ferry called the Upper Lode ; and 
Leland expressly states, that even as late as when he wrote (in 
the reign of Henry VIIL), there was not any bridge there : — 
" There is noe Bridge on Seveme beneath Gloucester — neither 
is there any bridge on Seveme above Gloucester, till the Town- 
lett of Upton a 11 or 12 miles from Gloucester."* 

If Margaret and her army had attempted to cross the Severn 
at Tewkesbury, in hopes of joining the Earl of Pembroke, the 
want of a bridge would naturally have compelled them, to have 
crossed it by fords and ferries, as they best could : a perilous 
attempt, and one which would almost certainly have exposed the 
rear of the army to destruction. That would of coarse be an 
additional and powerful reason, for their being compelled to 
take the chances of a battle.^ 



* The proximjtf of the enem; must alao hare rendered it tstj dangerou* even to hiTO 
attempted hi croM the iiTer Atod, notvithatuidiiig it bad a bridge orer it. 

9 Leland'i IHntraiy, toL jt. fe. 173 b. [79]. 

* There hu been for agee, » bridge otct the Avon, at Tewkeebuij, orar whioli the nai 
toward* Hereford paeiea, not br from the place where it joina the Serem i but then waa 
not one orer the S^arn, until centoriee after the battle of Tewkeebniy. The want of a 
bridge orer the Utter rirec at Tewkeaboiy, wae long Mt w a great inoonTenimoe. How- 
erer, m 1S23, an aet of Farliiment waa pawed for erecting a bridge orer it ) but, after 
Tn«\ing aome progreas, it wm Ebond that the eatimate* of the eipenee were enoneoiu, and 
that a large additional torn of monsr would be requiiito to complete the bridge, and roadi 
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King Edward, having received tidings that the Queen's forces 
were proceeding towards Tewkesbury, commenced his march 
from Sodbuiy, with his army in good order of battle in three 
bodies, very early in the morning of Friday, the 3rd of May, tmd 
passed over Cotswold. The day was very hot, and the King 
marched with his forces more than thirty miles ; during which, 
they could neither find food for man or horse, and his troops 
were much distressed for want of water, having met with only 
one small brook, which soon became so disturbed and foul, by so 
large a number of men, carriages, and horses passing through it, 
as to be unfit for use. During a considerable part of that day* 
the King's army and that of his enemies were within five or six 
miles of each other : his in a plain country, and theirs amongst 
woods. He had constantly useful scouts, to inform him of the 
movements of his eoemies. At length he came with his army 
to Cheltenham, "unto a village called Ghiltenham,"^ where he 
had certain inteUigence, that the Queen's forces were already 
come to Tewkesbury, and were encamped, and intended to 
remain and give him battle there. 

Edward did not remain long at Cheltenham; but after his 
troops, which consisted of 3000 infantry and a lai^ body of 
cavalry, had had some refreshment, they marched forward towards 
Tewkesbuiy, and passed the night of the Srd of May encamped 
in the field, near^ the Lancastrian position. * 

On the next morning, Saturday the 4th of May,^ Edward 

leadiag to it ; & new act wm puasd, oantiming additiooal power*, under which the inm 
biidge was completed, and it wu acoordiiigl; opened for puecngera in 1826. 
■ Holinihed, toL L fo. 686. 

* Holiiithed uji that Edward "lodged that night in a field not pait three mile* diitant 
from tbem g" but Hall aaji that King Edward " wu come within a mile to TewksabiiT^." 
A medium diatacoe between the three miles and the one mile, would perhaps be correct. 

* Holinched. See also the act of attainder of 14th Edward IV. (1476), in which the 
battle ii stated to bare been fought on the 4th of May.— .fio^. Pari. 14th Edwud IV. toI. n. 
foe. 146 and 146. Hall, howerer, calls it the 3rd of May. 

The date of the 4th of Maj appeared upon the tomb of Sir John Sdvea, who was slain 
in the battle, and bis body and that of his son are said to hare been Siet interred at 
Tewkeebuiy, and afWrwards at Wjbonbury, in QMshire.— Pemi«nt's Jo*m^fiom CketUr 
to Zoitdo*, pp. S7 and 38 i Lysons' Mag. BrU. OmAmw, p. 8ZB ; Onnemd'i CkeMr*, 
ToLiii. pp.i&6, 267, 268. 
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advanced to attack his enemies in three bodies : his brother 
Richard Duke of Glouceater' commanded the van; Edward 
in person, with his brother the Duke of Clarence,^ commanded 
the centre; and the rear was commanded by the Marquis of 
Dorset ^ and Lord Hastings.* 

' Bbhttrd Duka of Qlouoeater, aAavuda King Richard III., the inghtb and joungeit 
•on of Biahard Duke of Tork and Cecily fail iriie, wat bom at Fotheringaj Caatle, in Noitii- 
amptdnahire, oiv the 2nd of October, HSi. The Xhioheas of York, upon bearing of the 
deetha of her husband the Duke of rSrk, and of her iod the Earl of Butland, at Wakefield, 
in 1460, sent her yoanger wnu, Qeorge, atterwarda Duke of Clarence, and Richard, after' 
warde Dake of Oloaoeater, abroad to Utrecht, where they remained under the proteotion of 
Philip Duke of Burgundy, until the aooeeaion of Edward IT. to the throne of England, 
enabled them to return with M&ty. BJcbard wai created Cuke of Gloucester and Lord 
Admiral of England, in 1461. He diatinguished himself by hit Talour at the battles of 
Bamet and Tewkeebuiy. He married Anne, daughter of Richard Kerille, Earl of Warwick 
(the Eing'Maker), and widow of Edward Prince of Wales. Hia reign conunenoed on the 
18th of June ; he *aa proclaimed. King on the ZSnd of June ; wae crowned on the 7th of 
July, 1483 ) and waa alun at the battle of Boiworth on the 22nd of Auguet, 1486, haring 
reigned two years and two months. Queen Anne died in the hut year of his reign. E« 
did not leare any isaoe ; Edward, his only child by Queen Anne, who was crested Princa 
of Wales and Barl of Chester, on the 24th of August, 1463, died before him.— See Pedigrae 
No. 2, ab»p. DE. 

' Qeorge Duke of Clarenoe, the sixth son of Richard Duke of York and Cedly bis wifi^ 
married Isabel, daughter of Richard Earl of Warwick (the King-Haker), was attainted by 
Fuliament, in 17th year of Edward IT., and was put to death in the Tower of London, 
on the 18th of Fabniary, 1477-78.— See Pedigree No. 2, Chap. IX. 

■ Thomas Orey, Harqnis of Dorset, was the eldest son of Sir John Orey, of Qroby 
(eldest son of Edward Lord Ferrers of Groby), slain at the first battle of St. Alban's, in 
146e,BndofElisabethWideTille, or WodeTille,afterwards the Queen of Edward IT. He 
married Cecily, daughter and heir of William Bonvik, Lord HuringtOD, slain at the 
battle of Wakefield id 1460, and great-gnnd-llBUgbter of William Lord BonTile, who was 
put to death after the second haltle of 8t.Alhau's, in I460-L He was created Lord 
Harrington and Bonrile, by Edward IT., in the fifteenth year of hia reign, and in the 
same year was also created Marquis of Dorset. After Richard UL had obtained the 
oroim, Dorset was attunted of high treason ; but took sanctuary, and got prirately away, 
and fled into Brittany, with a Tiew to taking part with Henry Earl of Richmoud. At the 
instigation of his mother, the Queen Dowager, be appeared for a time to warer, and 
inclined to leare the party ot the Earl of Riohmond in despair of his suooeea, and to return 
to England, and make his peaoB with Richard III. ] hut eventually remained abroad, until 
•flee the fall of Richard, at the battle of Bosworth, and the accession to the throne of 
Henry ¥11. ; who then soon sent to Paris for Dorset, who, together with Sir John 
Bourcbier (the brother of the Bishop of Eieter), had been left there by Henry, in pledge 
for money borrowed there. He returned to England, was restored to bis honours, and 
made ons of the Privy Council of Henry VII. He died in the tenth year of Henry Til., 
1494, and Cecily bis widow afterwards married Henry StafEbrd, Earl of Wiltshire seoood 
MQ of Henry, second Duke of Buckingham, who was beheaded in the first year of 
Biohord III. • William Lord Hastings.— See Chsp. TI. 
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Edward, prior to the commeDcement of the battle, had ob- 
served that there waa a park ' and much wood growing in it, on 
the right hand of his enemies' camp ; and in order to guard 
against an ambuscade from that quarter, he ordered two hun- 
dred spearmen to proceed to it, about a quarter of a mile from 
the field ; and if there were no ambuscade, then to act and 
assist the army, in such a manner, as circumstances might seem 
to render advisable. 

The Lancastrian army was arranged also in three bodies, 
behind the natural defences of the position, and such intrench- 
ments, as had been assiduously fonned in so short a time ; the 
Duke of Somerset and his brother Lord John Beaufort com- 
manded the first fine ; Prince Edward, Lord Wenlock, and the 
Prior of St. John, commanded the second ; and the Earl of Devon- 
shire the third. 

We learn from one of the old historians, that the Queen's 
position was, " right hand to be assailed, by reason of the deep 
ditches, hedges, trees, bushes, and cumbersome lanes wherewith 
the same was fenced both a front and on the sides." ^ 

Some openings were left by the liancastrians in their in- 
trenchments, in order to enable them, if it should be considered 
expedient, to sally forth upon the Yorkists : a circumstance 
which seems not to have been known at first to the leaders of 
the latter. 

Before the battle commenced, the Queen and Prince Edward 
rode about the field, encouraging the men, and promising them 
rewards and booty, if they acquitted themselves well. 

Both of the armies used cannons. The King's army was well 
furnished with great artillery, which was well placed to annoy 
his enemies, and the Duke of Gloucester galled them severely 
with discharges of arrows ; and the liancastrians repaid them in 



' The park of Tewkeiburj n mentioiied by Lelsnd : "Fordehampton, a fiun pUoc^ npon 
SeTeme, in daxtra ripa, ■ mile btneth ThMkobyri, and igkjn the parke of TbMiketbjii, 
(tending i« leoa ripa," — Lei. JlHurofy, toL ti. lb. 9i [88]. 

' Holinihed'i Cironieht, 
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the same manner with shot of artilleiy, and arrows, although they 
had not as many gana as the King had. 

The Duke of Gloucester with his forces made a fierce attack 
upon the Lancastrians, but was unable to force their hues ; in 
fact it was scarcely practicable for them to come to hand blows 
with their enemies, from the peculiarities and difficult nature of 
their position ; and after a short time he purposely retired from 
before their intrenchments with bis men, and with an appear- 
ance of being repulsed, in order to tempt the Duke of Somerset 
from his stronghold. Somerset rashly quitted the intrenchments 
through the openings already mentioned, and with his men pur- 
sued the Duke of Gloucester into the open field, when the latter 
suddenly ordered his forces to halt, and recover their ranks, and 
face their enemies, which was accordingly done ; and the Duke 
of Gloucester with the Yorkists immediately attacked the troops 
of the Duke of Somerset, repulsed them, put them to flight, and 
pursued them towards their camp. 

The two hundred spearmen were of great use on this occasion, 
as they advanced to the assistance of Gloucester, and suddenly 
charged Somerset and his Lancastrian troops in their flank, when 
they had already enough to do, from being engaged with the 
others ; and, dismayed at this new charge upon them, they gave 
way, and attempted to regain their camp, and were pursued by 
the King and Gloucester with the Yorkist forces.' 

Some of the fugitives "fled into the parks, other into the 
meadow there at hand, some into the lanes, and some hid them 
in ditches, each one making what shift he could, by the which 
he hoped best to escape ; but manie neverthelesse were beaten 
downe, slaine, and taken prisoners." ' 

Lord Weulock not having advanced to the support of the first 
line, but remaining stationary, contrary to the expectations of 

* Holinahed, wiUi raCeTenaa ta Qloaoe>ter'i gtiiung thii adTuiUge orer Somanet, met 
the expnasioD, "winning tba hedge and ditoh of him, entered the eloH^ and with gtttt 
Tiolenoe, put him and hi> people up towardi the hiU, from whence tbej were deacended." 

■ Holiuhed'i CinaMti. 
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Somerset, the latter, in a rage, rode up to him, reviled him, and 
beat bis brains out with his axe. 

Gloucester and his troops, pursuing those that fled with 
Somerset, forced their way into the intrenchments, and were 
supported by the King, who conducted himself very valiantly ; 
the Lancastrians soon gave way, the second and third lines 
making little resistance; the rout became general, and was 
attended with great slaughter ; and upon the camp being forced, 
almost all such of the defenders as stood their ground were 
kiUed. 

The Lancastrians fled towards the town, and were hotly pur- 
sued by the victors, the King and others joining in the pursuit, 
and many of the fugitives were slain, and " at a mill in a meadow 
fast by the town, a great sort were drowned. Manie ran towards 
the towne, some to the church, and diverse to the abbeie, and 
other to other places, where they thought best to save them- 
selves." ^ 

In this decisive battle, and in the pursuit, about 3000 Lan- 
castrians were slain, with the following leaders : — ^The Earl of 
Devonshire, Lord John Beaufort, Lord Wenlock, Sir Edmund 
Hamden, Sir William Wittingham, Sir WiUiam Vaux, Sir Nicholas 
Hartry, Sir John Delves,* Sir William Fielding, Sir John Lewke- 
ner. Sir William Lermouth, Sir John Uman, Sir Thomas Sey- 
mour, Sir WilUam Rouse, and Sir Thomas Fitzheory.' The 
Duke of Somerset, the Prior of St. John, and other individuals 
of distinction, escaped firom the field, and sought refuge in the 
neighbouring Abbey Church. They were pursued thither by 
King Edward, who attempted to enter the church with his sword 
drawn, but was stopped at the porch by a priest, with the Host,* 
who prohibited his defiling the sacred edifice with blood. 

Prince Edward was taken prisoner by Sir Richard Crofts, and 

I Holiiuhed'i droMcJa*. The millt weM abowii id tbe a^rsTUtg of Terkcaboij, giren 
in Drde*! Siriory of Tmiwiwy. 

' Sir John DelTM wu of the old Cheshire familj of Delree of Doddiagton. 

* Lel.CaIbef.Tol.ii.fo.e06. Stow'* .iniulf, p. 421. < LeL CbUM^ToliLfb-SOe. 
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io conseqaence of a proclamation, made by the King's orders, 
that whosoever should produce the Prince, should receive an 
aDDuity of one hundred pounds, and that the Prince's life should 
be spared if he were brought forward unhurt, he was con- 
ducted by Sir Richard Crofts into the King's presence. Here 
aa act of wickedness and cruelty took place, similar to and 
equally detestable, with that which was perpetrated by Lord 
Clifford, a leader of the other party, against the young Earl of 
Rutland, after the battle of Wakefield. The King having asked, 
in a haughty manner, how Prince Edward had dared to invade 
his dominions, and being irritated by an imprudent and hasty 
reply from the yoathfiil captive, struck him on the face with his 
gauntlet. This seems to have been considered a sufficient en- 
couragement to others, to proceed to a deed of savage violence 
against the unhappy Prince, and the Marquis of Dorset, Lord 
Hastings, the Dukes of Clarence' and Gloucester, and some 



■ It wm bo i«oo]led«d that tb« Dnkeof Olnmoe WH pat to death in U77-78, in theTowET 
ofLmdon. Ha wu intamd at Tnrkolmij. SeeStow't^Mtab, p.431i Ote Oitalogitt qf 
NtAUify, its. hj Balph BTOoke, p. 62 ; Additioni to Cwnden'i BrUaaiiia, bj Googb, edition 
ori789,ToLLp.£69; Sandfwd, p. U8 ; Bspin.ToLi. CmNDtiB,p.624). Thow aoooimla 
appear to be ooTn>boMt«d bj the dnumttonce, that tbe I) ak«'» wife iMbd wu inlored in 
• atone amhed Tiult, near the high altar, b the Abbe; Chiutii Oun. The entnnoe to 
the Tank ii ooTered b; ■ large blue ttono, under whidi ii ■ flight of dght et^i, whioh 
lead to the Taolt, which wu opened and examined in 1626, on tbe oecatioD of H>me rapoin, 
when the ekoIlB and some bones of a man and a woman were diicoTeied in it ; beeidee 
whioh there were alio eii large ilODea at the eouth eod of it, which apparent!; had been 
placed there, in order to support two eofflna abreaat ; which addi not a little to the suppo- 
amon that he wai buried in the same tomb with the Duehee*. Saodford eipreeelf itatea 
that Ibe Dnke wai buried at IWkeabor;, near the bod; of hii Duehcea. It waa evident 
that the rauk had been long prsriouilj entered, probabl; at the time of the diaiolntion of 
abba;*, or of the pariiamentarian wars, and rifled of erer; thing worth taking swa;. The 
floor of the Tault waa pared ; and extending nearly the length and breadth of it, waa the 
nvreaentation of a croie, fitroaed hj the inaertion of briAa, aome of whi^ contained tbe 
arma of England, of the daree, Ac. ; and otlun oontaiued lepreaentationB otJUtin-ie-Ut, 
Uidi, ornamented letters, iu). Under the belief that the mortal remaina so disoorered, 
wete thoae of Ibe ill-&ted Duke of Otarmce, and of Isabel fat* wife, the skulls and bonee 
wtmcolleetediplacedinanaDdent stone ooOn, and the Tanltagun closed up. Itfiimithea 
na with an impresaire moral, and appears like an awfal and juat retribatioa, that *o soon 
aft« the Duke had aaaiated in, or st least countenanced, the murder of Prince Bdwacd, 
aft« the battle <A lewkeabui?, hii own dijth bjr violenoc^ by the tyrannical orden of bia 
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others, dragged the Prince away, and murdered him with their 
daggers.' His corpse was buried in a common grave, in the 
Abbey Church, with some of the soldiers who had been slain in 
the battle. The King pardoned a number of the fugitives, who 
had taken refuge in the Abbey Church, although it did not pos- 
sess any privilege to protect rebels ; and he might have taken 
them out of it without breach of any liberty of that church; 
and he allowed the bodies of the noblemen and others slain in 
the battle, to be buried in the church, or wherever their Mends 
or servants pleased ; nor was there any quartering or setting up 
in public places, of the heads, or quarters, either of those who 
had been slain, or of those who had been executed : a disgust- 
ing exhibition, which had too often been witnessed during the 
wars of the Boses. 

Near the centre of the choir, under the tower, is a brass plate, 
let into a stone slab in the floor, with the following inscription, 
commemorating the murder of the young Prince : — 

KB TOTA EBEBAT MBMOEU 

BDTABDI PRmCIPIB WAXJJM 

POST TKMLItni. HEHOBABILE 

m TlOimS ABTIS DBFCONATm 

CBUDELTrBB OCOIfll 

HANC TABtTLAH HOKOEABIAU 

DBFONI CUBABAT 

PIETA8 TBWXBSBTJBIBNSIS 

Ainro DOHm 

UDOOXOVI 

The inscription was written by the late Rev. Robert Knight, 
vicar of Tewkesbury, and was placed there in 1796, in accord- 
ance with a tradition that the body of the Prince had been 



brother, Bd«Hd IV., ihould hare oocoirsd, and liu ooipM ihonld h«T« been deposited in 
the Abbe; Chnnh, within eight of irhieh the mui-der wae oommitted. 

' VtAjaD eaye, that i( wae the King*! Mrrante vbo oommitted Uw mnrder. I^ at Menu 
improbable, he means domMtia MiTanta, it doet not make anj dif&rance in the orimi^ 
wbeiher the noblemen preeent oomnitted the mnrder with their own handi, o 
n bj domeatioa. 
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interred there. It was ascertaiDed, by an examioation some 
years ago, that the slab upon which the brass plate is affixed, 
was over a stone coffin. The latter was examined, but it did 
not exhibit any appearances to denote its having been the place 
of the deposit of the young Prince's remains.' 

In the addition to Camden's Britannia, by Grough, it is stated, 
that there was a monument in the chancel of the church, to the 
memory of Geo^e Duke of Clarence and Isabel his wife ; and 
that near the entrance of the choir, under a large grey marble 
flag, stripped of its brasses. Prince Edward was interred after bis 
murder. " This deed is supposed to have been done in a house 
since rebuilt, now Mr. Webb's, an ironmonger, on the north side 
of the High Street, near the Tolsey. His bones and coffin were 
discovered by the breaking of the stone." ' 

Two days after the battle, Edward caused Somerset and other 
fiigitives to be taken from the sanctuary of the Abbey Church. 
They were brought before the Duke of Gloucester, who officiated 
as high constable, and the Duke of Norfolk the marshal, by 
whom they were condemned to death; and accordingly, on 



) It is nid that hnnuia bonsi wers fennd tbere ; but it u nnfoituiute tiut no full and 
dctailBd Moount wemi to h&To been premred of ths ezunuiAldon of the gnve, or what 
Und of human bone*, whether male or femala, old or young, were diioaTered, tor they 
might haxe done mueh to throw light upon the aubjeot. I could not obtain any further 
iafimDatdoii relatire to it, from the penon who ihowed me through the Abb<7 Cborofa- 
The praotice of intening oorpaee in itone ooSna continued a ooniiderable time after the 
dale of the battle of Tewkeabury. The corpM of Biehard m. wm interred, after the battle 
of Boaworth, in 1486, in a atone coffin, in the Ot(7 IViar* Obnrob at Lmoeater. Hii 
remainj were, at the time of the deetniotion of rdigiona houMa, diiturbed, and the stone 
coffin wai oouTerted into a watenng-troiigh, at the Wliite Hone Inn, in Gallow ]Vea Qate, 
and waa m need until it wa* broken to piecea.— Eutton'a Battlt qf Bontorth, pp. 14E, 
143. Sae alao Sanderaon'i QmteaUigiBdl SMoty, p. 410, where he mentiona that the 
•tone ooffln wat made a drinUng-troogh for honea at a common inn. 

■ Additioni to Camden'a BrUmaia, by Qoogfa, pnbliahed in 1789, roLJ. p.!89. That 
aooonot eridently reCtra to a prior examination to that already noticed, as haring oocurred 
before the inaoription (of whieh a copy hai hem giren) waa placed therc^ in 1796, beoauie 
Qongh'* edition of Camden's Mag. Brif. was pnbli>h»d in 17S9. 

At present there ia not any monument to the memory of the Duke of Clarenoe or his 
wifa, nor did I bear (hat any waa known to have e*er been there. 
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Monday, the 6th of May,' the Duke of Somerset. John Long- 
strother the Prior of St. John of Jerusalem, Sir Humphrey 
Audley, Sir Gervase Clifton,' Sir William Grimsby, Sir William 
Gary, Sir Henry Rose, Sir Thomas Tresham,' Sir William New- 
borough, Knights; Henry Tresham, Walter Courtenay, John 
Flory, Lewis Miles, Robert Jackson, James Gower, John Delves,* 
son and heir to Sir John Delves,* and other gentlemen of rank, 
were executed in the market-place of Tewkesbury, a small trian- 
gular space, where the three principal streets meet.' The corpses 
of the Duke of Somerset, Lord John Beaufort, and the Earl of 
Devonshire, were interred in the Abbey Church. 

On the same day on which those executions took place, Mar- 
garet was discovered in a poor religious house, and was conveyed, 
by Edward's orders, to London, and confined in the Tower, until 

' Hall, p. sa. Holiiu)i»d nya it ooonned on the Tth. 
t Hall and Holituhed ; Lei. OoOeet. toI. iL p. 606. 

■ Sir TbomM Tnaham ii ■tatod.in theact of atteiadar of IWiEdiraKlIT. (1476), to 
hare bean at Sjwoll, io the ODunt; of Nortbampton. Bat. Pari, lUh Edward IT. toL n. 
fo.li5. Qibx»— if bewere the aame Sir Thomai Traaham, or » ton of th« SirlliomM 
Tre*h*m attainted in the lit of Edwaid tV. (1461), tor hanng baeo engaged at tb« battla 
of Towton again*! Edward, bat whoM attainder ira* rerened in Uie 7tli and Sth Edw. IT. 
(1467 and 1468) 7 

• Stowa,p.4e6; LeL a>U«4. n>Lii.p.&06. Thera appeal* to be an error in thoM 
vritBTi irith reapeot to die name of the eon and heir of Sir John Hdttt, a* the; «U the 
fonncr Jkuminateadof JohnDelTia. See Onnerod'»a*«Mr«.ToLiiL pp. 266, 868,268. 
An aot of attainder, paaaed in 14tb of Bdmid rv. (1476), againat the Lanoaatriana, indndM 
JohnI>(tToe,deaoribingluBiBilatoof nttoieter, intbeooiuit7ofStaAird,Eiqiiiie. BoL 
Pari. 14th Edward IT. rol.n. fo. 146. Although thej w«« of a Cbeahiie bmily, yet, 
aa it had originally oome tmm Stafibrdahire, it ia not impnibabla that Sir John DdTM, or 
hi* eon John Delrca, had po«H**iona in both oonutiM. Their anoatoi, Sir John DsIt**^ 
obtain«d,in 18S4, a rojal lioen*« to make a oaatellatad manaion, or oaatdlet, atDoddington, 
of whioh Uuve are atill aome remaitia, a riew of which ia giren in Omsod'a CAsiUn, 
ToLiii.p.26a 

• Thaaa rtieeto are Chnwh Street, High Street, and Barton Street. Kol mtaj jmit 
ago, an old bnilding, called the ToIm? or Town Eall (there ia now a narrow itreet, called, 
from that building, Toliey Lanc^ doie to iti aite) and two amall honaea, of mmn iqipear- 
anoe, oocnpied a portion of the ipaoa, in the centre of the town, but being fbnnd inoon- 
MoiMit, and eren dangerona, the Lberality of Sir WiUiam Codrington, then one of the !•• 
preaentatiTea of the town in Parliament, enabled the oorpoistioii to remore tbem, and a 
commodioiu maAct-booae ha* been ereotod, by aubaoriptirai, on the (Mt aide ctf the opw 
apaoe, whioh ii now uMd br the purpoae* of a maAet.— Djde'a Sidory qf natteatay, 
pp. 82 and S8. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



CBAF. VII. TBWKK8BDBT. 147 

she was ransomed, for 50,000 crowns, by her father, Ren^ Duke 
of Anjou and Lorraine, who tim used the empty and unsub- 
stantial titles of King of Jerusalem, Naples, and Sicily. 

The fc^owing are the names of the persons of distinction who, 
according to Leland, lost their lives, on the part of the Lancas- 
trians, at or immediately after, the battle of Tewkesbury : — 
Prince Edward, buried in the Monastery of Tewkesbury. 
Edmund Duke of Somerset, taken, beheaded, and buried 

there. 
Lord John Somerset, brother of the Duke Edmund, buried 

there. 
Thomas Courtenay, Earl of Devonshire, buried there. 
Lord Wenlock, whose body was removed to be buried 

elsewhere. 
Humphrey Handeley, beheaded with Thomas Courtenay, and 

buried together. 
Sir Edmund Havarde. 
Sir William Wichingham. 
John Delves the elder, slain in the field, and 
Johu Delves his son, beheaded there, buried together, after- 
wards removed elsewhere.^ 
Sir John Lukenor, slain in the field, and buried near the 

Delves. 
Sir William Vaux, slain in the field, and buried there. 
Sir Gervase Cliilon, taken, beheaded, and buried there. 



' In d]epari*hehQiDhofW;bcinbiU7,kObMhire,ther«wer(Spriortotliei'«painBnd 

■Itsitaon* nude in 1691 and 1783, wme monmngnti of the bmilj of DsItu, amaagft 

which, was one to the memoij of Sir John DoItm (mentaoning hk cImUh on the 4th of 

Haj, 1471), And of BUen hi* wife, tati of John hi* mil and heir.— See Foman^* Joitnug 

Jh>m Cialer to London, pp. 87 and SS i Ifuni' Mag. Brit. CltMiin, BSS i Onnerod'i 

C^uUn, ToL iil pp. 26G, £67, I6S. Conaeqamtlj it appear* that the bodiu of both tho 

Uber and ton were fint buried at Tewkabni;, and aftwward* maored and intarred at 

Wybonbnrj. Aocoiding to Pennant, p. 38, the fbllowiag waa a oopy of the inaoipUon : — 

no »CBT joaunm deltk, inua, bt iLntA vxob uub, no vox 

jOBiinrsB DSLTiB uweiB huub n sibm tMMDiaa loma qui 

Voa>MM. JOHuran mua oanr qcabto via lun ixao sici. 

HOOCOLZZI. QOORUH AxntlBDI FBOFITUm DSD*. AlfZl'. 
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Sir Willliam Car, and Sir Henry Ros, taken, and beheaded, 

buried in the Cemetery of Tewkesbury. 
Sir Thomas Tresham, taken, beheaded, and buried there. 
Sir William Lirmouthe, Sir John Urman, Sir Thomas Semar 
[Quare — Seymour?], Sir William Rowys, slain in the 
field, and buried in the cemetery there. 
Sir William Newbonow, taken and beheaded, and buried 

there. 
Heniy Wateley, Esquire, slain and buried there. 
Heniy Barrow, Esquire, shun and buried there. 

Fielding, Esquire, slain and buried there. 

John Gower, sword-bearer of Prince Edward. 
John Flore, standard>bearer of the Duke of Somerset, Henry 
Tresham, Walter Courtenay, and Robert Acton, taken 
and beheaded. 
The Prior of St. John's, taken and beheaded ; whose body 

was removed to his own friends at London. 
Hugh Courteuay, taken, and afterwards beheaded.' 
Life spared by King Edward, to each of the under-mentioned 
personages : — 
Queen Margaret. 

Anne, wife of the slain Prince Edward. 
Foster, Chief Justice of England. 
Doctor Mackerell, John Throgmorton, Baynton, and 

Wroughton.' 
Tewkesbury is a stnall town, situated ten miles from Glou- 
cester, and eight from Cheltenham, close to the confluence of 
the Severn and one of the Avons. " It standeth in Itevd ripd 
AvOTue, a good flite shot above the confluence of Avon and 
Seveme." 

" Ther is a greate bridge of stone at the northe eude of the 
towne, and ther a little above the bridge, Avon brekith into 2 
armes. Yet the bridge is so large that both cum under it. 

> LtlMura Bimtrary, *dL n. fo. 93 [82]. 
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The right arme cummith into Severne withyn a flite shot of the 
bridge, and at the point of this arme is the towns key for 
shippes callid Pickardes." 

" llie other arme commith downe by the side of the towne, 
and the Abbay, leving it on the eate, and so passing harde ther 
by Hohne Castelle goith into Seveme." ^ 

The field of the battle of Tewkesbury is close to the first mile- 
post ' on the turnpike road, leading from Tewkesbuiy, through 
Tredington to Cheltenham and Gloucester. 7or the information 
of persons desirous of visiting it, it may be well to observe, that 
on the westward side of the town of Tewkesbury, there is a 
range of elevated ground, called the Holme Ground, or Holme 
Hill, where a castle once stood,' the rise of which commences 
very near the town, upon part of which, contigaous to the turn- 
pike road, the union workhouse stands, and close behind the 
latter there is a field called the Gastons; and immediately 
beyond the union workhouse, are two fields which were par- 
chased in 1855, for the purpose of, and are now laid out as, a 
cemetery for Tewkesbury, and are called in the title-deeds, part of 
" the Gastons," a name which I shall afterwards have again to 
refer to. This high ground extends on the side of the turnpike 
road, as far as the first mile-post ; just opposite 'to which, and 
on the eastward side of the road, is a field which has imme- 
moriaUy been called " Margaret's Camp," and which is situated 
upon a part of the elevated ground which is called Gupshill. 



< Lebod't Uimrary, Tol.ri. fi>.96 [88]. 

> It ii here caUed a mfls-poit, beouua on that put of the Kvd, wooden milfr-poiti (not 
imle-rtoiMi) areiuad. 

■ It is oooarionallj *pdt " Home." Some parti of the derated ground aie now oalled 
Hohne Oaatle, or Holme Hill. "Ther was at the wuth-wMt ende of the Abbay a Cutel 
oaollid Holme. The tTms of the Building of it is onon-ttgrne." ' 

"There bath beene jn ^msof mjudtamParteaof the Cutel itonding tMw mm ruinee 
of Hie Botomi of Waolka appere. Now it ia conllid Holme HjUe. George Dub of 
Clarenoe, Brother to Eing Bdward, had tbongbt to have broogbt Atoo aboote the Towns 
and to bare tulaiged the Town." * 

• Let Iliatrary, toI. ri. fo. 06 [84]. 
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The battle appears to have been fought at that place, and in 
the adjacent fields to the southward, and also in thoee a little to 
the eastward of it,* and on the spot where Gupshill Farm bouses 
and gardens now stand. 

The high road from Cheltenham did not formerly pass m 
close to Mai^aret's Camp as at present. Within the memory of 
persons now living, it tamed out of the present turnpike road 
from Cheltenham, in the descent of the hill, two or three fields' 
breadth before arriving at the first mile-post from Tewkesbory, 
and wound with a considerable curve round the westward side 
of Gupshill Farm houses imd buildings, at which place, pu-t of 
the old road still remuns, and joins the turnpike road at a spot 
sixty or eighty yards nearer Tewkesbury than the first mile-post.^ 

In the field called " Margaret's Camp," are some slight ine- 
qualities in the ground ; but they are not sufficiently decided to 
enable any person to state that they are the remains of intrench- 
ments ; and in the centre of the field there is a small circular 
enclosure, which measures as nearly as I could judge, by step- 
ping over it, about twenty-eight or twenty-nine yards across. 
It is surrounded by a small and shallow ditch,* which was dry 
when I visited it ; and is without any hedge or bank ; it has, 
however, a number of lai^ elm-trees, growing round its inner 
edge. It is too insignificant to have formed part of the military 
intrenchments ; but it may possibly have been a place of inter- 
ment of some of the slain ; or, as seems probable, it may have 
been formed in comparatively modem times, by some owner of 



' The elcnted gronnd sbore mentioned, vliioh incdndea Uie plaoe otHad " HupnM 
0»inp,"teem>t« be thsume which (Blthongh it hu no Tat7g>«Bt pretouioiii tob«caU«d 
a hiU) k kUudad to hj Holimhed, trbou he itates that the Luunitriu finoei mre dmen 
np tomidj the hill from vhsnoe thej deaceodML 

* Hw winding or drouitooi itat« of the old rawl, eeenu in some deg»e to oombonte 
the (Utement of Holimhed, u to the LaiKutrian camp being defended with "onmbmome 
iaaet, deep ditohea," &e. io. j indeed it ia nimailBble, that eren now, then are ditohea of 
Tet7 awkward liie and depth, on the north and west lidee of the gardai at ChipahUl 

* It iaoaUed from that einnmitaiaebrUieooantiy people "tbalala&d." 
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the land, to commemorata the spot where the Lanoastriaii army 
was posted. 

It may readily be admitted, that the Lancastrians might have 
formed their encampment, in some place possessing greater 
natural strength, on the north instead of the south side of the 
town ; but in that case, they must most unwisely have aban- 
doned to their enemies, the advantages of the possession of the 
town, and the command of the river, and would have enabled 
them to intercept the reinforcements which were expected. 

It seems impossible to find any place near the town, where 
an army intending to await and give battle to the Yorkists, 
when they advanced by the road from Chelteuham, could have 
been so advantageously posted, as at the spot before mentioned. 
Although perhaps not naturally very strong, the position was, of 
course, strengthened by artificial defences, which we may con- 
clude, were then adopted, as has frequently occurred on similar 
occasions, as for example by baggage waggons, fallen trees, and 
intrenchments ; and it had the additional defences of hedges, 
ditches, brushwood, &c. It was approached on three sides by 
ascents, which, though not steep, were at least disadvantageous 
to the asstdlants ; and it was situated at the end of the tract of 
elevated ground before noticed.^ The field before mentioned be< 
longs to Mr. Haywood, and is tenanted by Mr. John FhiUips; and 
I was informed by elderly people, when I visited it, that human 
bones had formerly been discovered in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of it ; but I was not able to learn that any other indicia of 
the battle had been found there. It is not possible for any 



< It Hemi itrange, that Mr. Djde, in hU BMory of Tmktiimry, faggwta, that Mar- 
giMt'i eneainpitwDt wu at a plaos ftc^oiiung the town and abb^, oallad the Tinqrai^ 
litde i« we maj tnilj think of th« Duke of Somenet's talent* a« a militaij commandar, 
he oould eoaiodf hare mad* ao ridioulooi a mialake, a* to hare flied upon bo low and 
iDMOon % ipot, ai the VmejaTd, oonmuuided b; the high groond of Holme Hill, and with 
theUttlsriTerthaSwiJgst«iiotiDhii&ont,butiiihiarM>r. What Hr. Dyde hu mirtakM 
tor int>«iialimgiita, are nothing more than lome trifling inequalitiei in a ipot of gmnnd 
elMe to the tUtibej, which in all probdnlitj, waa fermnlj Died m % garden or Tin^ard, m 
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intelligent person to mistake the spot, if he is desirous to find 
it, when he has walked a mile from Tewkesbuiy on the turnpike 
road. The place is called " Gupshill," and is in the parish of 
Tewkesbury.' 

The old annalists and chronicles have left us much in the dark, 
as to the exact place near the camp of the Lancastrians, where 
Edward's forces passed the night prior to the battle ; but on 
the morning of the battle, and immediately before it commeDced, 
his army, according both to tradition and probability, took up 
a position upon some elevated ground, adjoining the turnpike 
road, and to the southward of, and scarcely half a mile from, the 
Lancastrian army. From that position, a small tract of ground 
(now inclosed fields) slopes downwards so as to form a depres- 
sion between it and the spot occupied by the Lancastrians. 
This tract of ground was formerly called the Red Piece ; and ia 
intersected by the turnpike road, leading towards Cheltenham 
and Gloucester, and at present forms two fields, one of which, 
on the right side of the road, is caUed the Near Red Close, and 
the other, on the left aide of the road, is called the Further Red 
Close, belonging to Mr. Naish, of Bristol, of which the tenant 
is Mr. William Brown, a farmer and cattle-dealer. The portion 
of it on the left side of the road extends to the field called 
Margaret's Camp ; and it was on the southward side of the 
latter, that Edward's forces appear to have made their attack. 

A meadow rather in the rear of the Lancastrian position, 
but lying on the westward side of the turnpike road, half a mile 
from Tewkesbury, and within a few hundred yards of the 
Tewkesbury union workhouse, is called the Bloody Meadow; 
it belongs to Miss Shapland, and is tenanted by Mr. William 
Trotman, innkeeper and farmer ; and an idea is generally enter- 
tained, that it derived its name from the slaughter of many of 
the fugitives, who fled from the battle towards the meadow, 

' There ue two bainleta in the paiiih of Tewkcabui^, tIz., one called the Hjthe, and 
the other Southwiok and the Puk, ntuated on the weitiraid of the Unm, and on the road 
leading towarda CStelteDban ; and it ii in die latter portion of the pariih 
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probably in hopes of getting^over the Severn, as there is a ford 
and ferry called Lower Lode, near it. On the 27th of May, 
1856, when I last visited the field of battle, a husbandman who 
was at work in the garden of Gupshill Farm, informed me, 
that when he was working a few years ago in a field near Lower 
Lode Ferry, in the immediate neighbourhood of the Bloody 
Meadow, he found a quantity of horses bones, and a considerable 
number of horseshoes in the ground there. Mr. William Trot- 
man informed me, that fourteen or fifteen years ago, he found 
in the Bloody Meadow a long piece of iron, which from its 
appearance, he beheved had been part of a sword-blade. He 
also showed me a cannon ball of small size, weighing one pound 
six ounces, which had been dug up in the same meadow.' 

Besides the importance which we may fiiirly attach to tradi- 
tion, and to the name "Mai^;aret's Camp," it is very remarkable 
how many strong proofe are afforded, by the works of the 
ancient annalists and chroniclers, that the before-mentioned spot, 
contiguous to the high road from Tewkesbury to Cheltenham 
and Gloucester, was the place where the battle was fought. 

We know from one of the old writers,* that Edward advanced 
by the road from Cheltenham towards Tewkesbury. The spot 
above mentioned, is on that road, on a slight eminence, which 
was the best position near Tewkesbury, that could have been 
selected by an army, with a view to giving battle to Edward's 
forces, on their advance from Cheltenham. 

We are also told by one of our old chroniclers, with reference 
to the position selected by Somerset, that he "so fyxed in a fayre 
parke adioniog to the towne he pytched hys felde;"^ and we 
learn from another of them, that the position occupied by the 
Lancastrians, was, " even hard at the Town's end."' The field 
called Margaret's Camp, may be very correctly said to be 
" adjoining to the towne," for it is only one mile from it by the 

> The ball is nlnuMt > parf«ot globe, except at one ipot, where it i> ntber de&otiTC^ and 
may peiliapa hare bean eaten into by nut, 

^HoUuhed. ■ HaU'a CAnxMclM.fo.Sl. 
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turnpike road, and is in fact " at the Town's end," because it is 
little more than half a mile in a direct line irom the outskirts of 
the town. 

We also find from the same authority, that " the Lancastrians 
had the town and abbey at their backs." ^ This also tallies 
precisely with the position already described, as bemg occupied 
by them, as the abbey is visible from it ; and the town and 
abbey must of necessity, be in their rear [" at their backs "J, 
when tbey &ced an enemy advancing towards Tewkesbury from 
Cheltenham. 

The field is stated in Warkworth's Chronicle to be " not ferre 
from the ryvcr of Severne."* That account is also very im- 
portant, for the place is not more than about half a mile from 
the river Severn. 

Leland, in his Itinerary? in adverting to the battle, uses the 
foUowiog remarkable expression : — " Edwardus Princeps Henric 
VI filius venit cum exercitu ad Theokesbury, & intravit campum 
nomine Gastwm," &c., and again, " Nomina occisorum in bello 
Gastienaia prope Theokesbury," &c. I have abeady mentioned 
that upon part of the elevated ground before noticed, and at the 
back of the union workhouse, near Tewkesbury, and very near 
the spot called Margaret's Camp, there is a place called " the 
Gastons " ; and after allowing for the difierence in spelling at 
the time when licland wrote, it can scarcely admit of a doubt, 
that the latter was the place which he meant, when, in adverting 
to the battle, he used the expression — " campum nomine Gas- 
tum," and " in bello Gastiensis prope Theokesbury."* 

We are also informed by one of the old historians, that many 
of the Lancastrians were drowned at "a mill in the meadow 
fast by the town."' This must certainly have been the Abbey 

* HolindMd. 

■ MS. Cib«Me&of John Warinrortli, printed b^ the OuDdenSocie^, p. 18. 
>Tol.Ti.fo.9Su>d98. 

* The fikct of thU part of the elevBled ground irhm U&rg&ret'i 0*mp i* Httuted, being 
eren now callsd "OupehUl," in*.j *1m be well worthj of notioe; becsoie it U firftoRi 
imprabablflk that it naj be only ■ oomiption of Uie other word " OMtaoe." 
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Water-mills, which (althoagh at present, in a great degree, rebuilt 
and altered) stiU stand in the meadow close to the town, in the 
rear of the Lancastrians, and in a place where it is almost certain 
that some of the fugitives from the battle, trying to escape 
towards the Avon and the Severn, would pass. 

It is also a well-authenticated historical fact, which has not 
been disputed by any author, that the Duke of Somerset, John 
Longstrother the Lord Prior of St. John's, Sir Thomas Tresham, 
Sir Gervase Clifton, and other knights and esquires, when the 
battle was lost, fled to the Abbey of Tewkesbury, and other 
places in the town. The distance was, as already mentioned, 
only about half a mile from the rear of the Lancastrian position 
to the Abbey Church and town; and if Mai^aret's forces had not 
awaited the approach of, and given battle to, the Yorkists on the 
southward side of Tewkesbury, or, in other words, on the side of 
the town which the Yorkists must naturally approach on the 
road from Cheltenham, and with the abbey and the town in the 
rear of the Lancastrians, it would have been utterly impossible 
for the fugitives to have fled either to the abbey or town. 
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FIELD OF THE ,BATTLE 
BOSWORTH." 



Zimg Bieiard.— " 0«p»n»on my hone : 

Call up Lord Sbmlejr, bid him bring hia power : 

I will lead forth m; Mldiers to the pUun, 

And (hot mj battle chaU b« ordered. 

M; ftw«w»rd ahall be drawn out all in length, 

Ccoiailtdiig equally of hone and foot g 

Our archera aliall be placed in the midst : 

John Du£e of KorfoUt, TbomM Earl of Snrrey, 

Shall hare tbe leading of Ibii foot and hone. 

They thna directed, wa will follow 

In the main battle ; whoM puiaianoe on mther side 

Shall be well winged with our ohiefeat hone." 

SBAEKSruBi'B Bichori ni. act t. aoene 3. 
{BotBorth £itld.) 

On the 3rd of June, 1856, 1 visited the celebrated Field of the 
B&ttle of Bosworth,^ so called from its contiguity to the town of 
Market Bosworth, in Leicestershire, which is in sight of, and 



1 The paper npon the Fidd of the Battle of Boiworthwu read by the author in peraon, 
before a meeting of the Uterary and PhiloeophiMl Society of Lireipool, on the 3rd of 
NoTOmbar, 1B66, and tbe thanka of the meeting were roted for it to the antbor. 

* Ita real name ia Bedmoor Plain, ao called from tbe colour of the aoil. Hotton't 
Bomuorih fkld, 2nd edition, by J. Nichola, F.S. A., page 68. 
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little more than a mile distant from, the field. It is a locality 
of great interest, from being the place where Richard III., the 
last of the Flantageiiet Kings,^ lost his throne and life, on the 
23nd of August, 1485, in battle ; the result of which placed his 
rival, Henry Earl of Richmond,^ upon the throne of England, by 
the title of Henry VII. 



> Kcbtrd m., the TOongeit Mm of Richard Duke of Tork bj Cecilj hi* wib, wm bom 
■t Fotharing»y Cutis, in Korthamptonshira, on the 2nd of October, 14GE, and wai cnated 
Duke of Qloooeater in 1461. He married ijine, daughter of Riobard Earl of Warwiek 
(the Eing-Makra), and widow of Edward PriDce of Wales (ion of Hgiii7'VI.). Hia reign 
oommenoed on the IStb of Jotiei he wm proclwmed King on the 82iid of Judbj wm 
erownedon theTthof Ja1j,1483^ andwM ■lainat thebattleof Boewortb.on tiuSSudof 
Augiut, 148G, bftWjig reigned two jeara and two month*. Queen Anne died in the Ia*t 
year of hi* reign. He did not lesTeanf ieeae; EdirardPrineeof Wale*, hi* only child bf 
Queen Anne, haTing died before him.— See Chap. Til. and Pedigree No. S, Chap. IX. 

* Henry Tudor, Earl of Biohmond, wm the aon of Edmund of Hadham, Earl of Bieh- 
mond, by hi* wife Margaret, daughter of John Beaufort, Duke of Bomsreet, deeccnded 
from an illegitimate eon of John of Oaunt, and wae bom at the CMle of Femboke aboot 
14GG. Hia pretenuon* to the crown of England, were founded upon hi* deKent, throng 
tbe Bcaufbrie, from John of Gaunt, fourth son of King Edward UI. (See Pedigree lfo.4 
in Chap. DE.) But nothing could be mors wild and contrary to the lawa and conatitntimi 
of England, than luch a claim ; beoanee he claimed through hii great-grandfather, John 
Beaufort, Earl of Somerset, who waa the eon of John of Oaont, bj Katharine Swinfbrd, 
but bom before their maniege i and, although tbe iasue wtn declared legitinute fbi 
generalpurposeaibyachiitter of 20th Biohard II. (which wae confirmed by an act of Par- 
liament— we Sot. Fari:,iOai Biohard U. rol. iii. fb. 343 1 Saodford'e Otntaloffieal EUtiMj, 
pp.81S,314t Coke'i JM(.voL4,p.ixxTii; BUelutODe'eO>fli.byStephen>,8rdedit.ToLiL 
p. 417), it contained an eiprese eioeplion aa to the royal diguitieaj the wotdt in the 
charier, aegJTen at length by Ooke-and8aodfbrd,»w^"exceptadignitateregali|" audit i* 
remarkable, that theie words eeem to hare been intentionaUy omitted in tiie printed copy 
of the ui in St>t. FarL ToLiii fb.MS | (Qacnv— were tbe words cunningly oblitenled 
from the roll by tiM order of Heniy Til. F) ; besides which, seretal penouagee, amongst 
whom were the daughters of Edward IT., and after them the son and daughter of 0«org« 
Puke of Clarence, were liiing, and in the due order of the succession. By the battle of 
BoBwortb, Richmond became King Henry Til. ; he was crowned on the 80th of Ootob«r, 
1486 [ end married theFrincessElizabeth,eldest datighter of King Edward IT. (themar> 
n*ge gare him his best title to the throne) ; and he died at Richmond on the Slat of April, 
1609, in the filly-third year of hia age, having reigned twenty-three years and about eight 
months. — Bee Pedigree If o. 4, Chap. IX. There is something remarkable with respect to 
the nnmbcT and rank of the personages who were candidates for tbe hand of the Prioceea 
Elisabetii :— IsUy, the was iatsnded by her lather, King Edward IT., to be tbe bride of 
Qeorge Netille, Duke of Bedford, the son of John Nerille, Marquis MoatagM (slain at the 
battle of Bamet) ) 2ndly, she was aflbnoed to Charles, the Dauphin of Ennee, son of 
King Loois XI. ; Srdly, the was eourted by ber nnel*^ King Richard III., wIid probablf 
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The description of the field aud of the battle, given by that 
painstaking antiquary W. Hutton, F.S.A., is so full, that I am 
unable to add much to the stock of information on those sub- 
jects, which is contained in his interesting work, to which, how- 
ever, several references will be found in the following pages. 

He has expressed some surprise, at the changes which had 
taken place between his visit in 1788, and that in 1807. He 
says:— "I paid a visit in July 1807, to Bosworth Field; but found 
so great an alteration, siuce I saw it in 1788, that I was totally 
lost. The manor had been enclosed j the fences were grown 
up ; and my prospect impeded. King Richard's Wdl, which 
figures in our histories, was nearly obliterated; the swamp 
where he fell, become firm land; and the rivulet proceeding 
from it, lost in an under-drain."' 

If so great a change had occurred prior to July 1807, it may 
well be imagined, that a still greater change had occurred when 
I visited it in 1856. On that occasion, I bad the benefit of the 
local information and knowledge possessed by Mr. John Rubley, 
an extensive farmer, and a very well informed person, residing 
at Dadlington Fields, near there, who was kind enough to ac- 
company me, and explain the various positions and points of the 
field of battle, without which, 1 should have found it impossible 
to have understood them, even with the aid of a copy of the 
plan of the field, from Mr. Hutton 'a work, which I carried with 
me. 

Amongst other changes which have occurred there, and which 
have altered its appearance, may be mentioned, the cutting of 
the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Canal, which extends through part of it. 

Mr. Hutton states, that the south end of the field, by which 
Henry advanced, is three miles from Bosworth ; and was, when 



intended, es baa been tbe babioii of K^alt; in F[>rtugal, to obUin tliB Fope'i 

to murj a nieoe; 4ttil;, (he married King Henij Til., and, c<ni«equently, beoome a 

Queen, on the 19th of Januarj, liS6. 

' Hntl«n'e BatnorU IMi, tod edition, bj J. Kiohols, F.S.A., AdTertJaameiit, pp. lit. 
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be wrote, a wood of many acres.' He adds, " About thirty yards 
above the wood is a spring, called at this day King Richard's 
Well. A small discharge of water flows from the well, directly 
down the hill, through the wood, into the rivolet ; but, having 
no channel cut for its passage, it penetrates through the soil, 
and forms that morass which Henry is sud to have left on his 
right. Amyon Hill is nearly in the centre of the fleld, and is 
by much the highest ground ; the summit is two or three hun- 
dred yards beyond the well. The hill has a steep descent on 
every side, bat is steepest towards the north, or the Bosworth 
side, and terminates with a rill, a bog, and a flat, called Amyon 
Lays. The field extends a mile farther towards Bosworth, but 
that part was not the scene of action."^ 

He also informs us, that after Richard had made an oration, 
or address to his forces, his army marched in battalia, to Amyon 
Hill, where they arrived before Henry.' 

The wood called Amyon (or Ambien) Wood, still remains, and 
is, of course, much grown and changed, since Mr. Hutton's time. 
A portion of the ground upon which it stands, seems to have been 
the scene of at least a part of the engagement.* I walked with 
my son, Mr. Alexander Brooke, through a portion of it, and found 
that part rather wet and spongy ; but there was not then any 
appearance of what could with propriety be called a morass, 
either in the wood, or below the well, or at the foot of the hill. 

Mr. Hutton, in his account of the position of Richard's army, 
immediately before the battle commenced, and of the place to 
which he considers Richard's right wing extended, states that 
" The King's right extended to the declivity of the hill, on the 
Bosworth side, called Comhill Furze," or Amyon Lays, and his 

' B.-a.Hiia'%3oieoTik Field, f.^; aod tM i&U.gAdTvCiBeinsnt, pp. ir.BDd T.,whaTe an 
«nor i> pointed oot in hia itatement u to the number of acne. 

* Hnttoo'i BoaooTth Field, pp. 69 and 70. 
» Bid., p. 87. 

* Md., kdditionil partimilora, p. 241. 

■ Some Und occupied m ptrt of Button Field Fann, b; Hr. Coopo', & &nner of resptet- 
■bQitj.ia called Comhill f^ri«, and lies <ni the north tide of t^ro«d leading feomSbenton 
to Sutton Chenej. 
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left towards King Richard's well."^ But it would perhaps be 
more correct and clear, to state, that the King's right wing 
extended along the sumniit of Amyoa Hill, towards the declivit}', 
which slopes dowD in the direction of Market Bosworth, and of 
the road leading from Shenton to Sutton Cheney; that his centre 
occupied the ground where Amyon Hill Farm, tenanted by 
Mr. Bradfield, now is; and that his left wing probably extended 
a little beyond King Richard's Well, which seems to have been 
in the front of a portion of his left wing. Consequently, 
Richard's army must have faced to the south-westward, with 
Market Bosworth and Sutton Cheney, at a Uttle distance, in its 
rear; and that of Henry, most have faced to the north-eastward. 
The precise position of the armies must, however, be admitted to 
be in some measure conjectural. 

The marches of the hostile armies before the battle, may be 
concisely described thus : — Richmond set sail ^m Harfleur, on 
Sunday the 31st of July, 1485; landed at Milford Haven on the 
6th of August; marched throi^h Wales, by Dell, Haverfordwest, 
Cardigan, New Town, and Welsh Pool, to Shrewsbury, and then 
through Newport and Stafford, to Lichfield, where he encamped 
for a day or two, and arrived at Tamworth on the evening of 
the 18th.* On the 19th, he went to Atherstone, where Lord 
Stanley' and Sir William Stanley * had an interview with him, 
and concerted the measures for their future operations. During 
all his march, he had constant additions to his forces, for others 
came in and joined him. On the 30th he encamped at Ather- 
stone ; and on the 21st, both armies were in sight of each other 
for the whole doy ;' Henry having encamped at Whitemoors, 
close to the place where the batde of Bosworth was fought on 
the next day. 

■ HDtkin'* Botwora Held, p. SS. 

* On hii w^ from licihfidd to ^hmworth, be wu joined hj Sir Ihonut* BoDToliier and 
Kr Walts Hongaribrd, who had dsMrted Biohaid'a par^, and with Mme difficulty joined 
tha Eari of Bichmond. 

* Ihomu Lord Stanley. Sea Chap. II. 
< Sir William Btanlay. Baa Chap. n. 

* Hntton'a Bonoorth Field, Additional ParticalarB, pp. 19B, 196. 
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It is impossible to suppose that Henry could have acted vith 
such folly, as to sail from Fr&nce, with a very small body of 
men, described by Commines as a very sorry aud unaoldierlike 
set, from gaols, hospitals, &c., sod land in Wales, and from 
thence march into the heart of England, where any serious 
disaster must have caused the utter ruin <^ himself and his 
adherents, nnlesa he had been well assured beforehand, of the 
co-operation of Tjord Stanley, who was the third husband of 
his mother. Such a course of proceeding, by Heury, without 
being previously certain of Lord Stanley's deserting Richard at 
a convenient opportunity, would have been an act of madness. 
Everything had, no doubt, been arranged between them before 
Henry embarked in France. 

The fatal error which Richard committed, was previously to 
the battle, in intrusting the levying of forces to Lord Stanley, 
when he could not confidently trust him : Richard imagined 
that, by retaining in his custody George Lord Strange, the son 
of Lord Stanley, by way of hostage, he had sufficient security 
for his fidelity ; but the result showed how frail and deceptive 
such a security re^y was. 

Bldiard, on the 16th of August, led bis army ^m Notting- 
ham to Leicester, which town he entered with great pomp. 
On the 17tb, he marched horn it, expecting to meet his rival at 
Hinckley. That night he passed at Emsthorpe, where his 
officers slept in the church. On the 18th, he removed to 
Stapleton, where he pitched his camp on the ground called 
Bradshaws, and remuned until Sunday, the 21st, when both 
armies came id sight of each other. In the evening, Richard 
removed with his forces to Amyon Hill.^ On the 22nd, the 
battle took place. 

Mr. Hutton states, that " the King continued in battcdia near 
the top of the hill, unwilling to lose his advantageous ground ; 

' Hntbm'f Botworth FUld, Additional Faiticolan^ pp. 196,197. Baksr, in bu Ciro- 
wielM, mU* tiM bill, Ann Bcua ; and, ooniidcriDg the age when be mote^ the q)«U>iV >* 
not M> nrj mnch tSut*. It ia now oalfed Atnluaii Hill, and abo lutjoa HUl. 
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while Henry unfurled his banners, sounded the march of death, 
and advanced from the meadows below ;"^ also, that Richmond 
" slowly marched up the ascent, where the wood now stands ; 
the morass formed by King Richard's Well, being on his right, 
and the sun, not on his back, or his right hand, but between 
both: the Kiag's troops looking on with their bows bent."^ 
' That account respecting the position of the sun when the battle 
commenced, differs in a slight degree from the accounts of the 
old historians, who state, that when Henry left the marsh on 
his right, he bad the sun at bis back, and that it was in the 
lace of his enemies.' 4 

Those accounts seem to be all that we have to guide us, as to 
the precise position of Richard's army, when the battle com- 
menced ; for the old historians have not devoted their attention 
to describing it. 

The position upon the hill, was certainly, as Mr. Hntton 
correctly states, an excellent one, and Henry must have begun 
the attack at some disadvantage, for the hill was against him.* 

The old historical writers state, that when Henry marched 
from his camp to the attack, he left the morass on his right ;'^ 
which is important, and tends to confirm the explanation before 
attempted, respecting the position of Richard's army. Mr. 
Hutton mentions, that Henry advanced &om the south end of 
the field," and that Richard's forces were posted in battalia 
upon Amyon Hill.^ If so, it seems tolerably clear, that Henry's 
army faced (as has been already mentioned) to the north- 
eastward, and that of Richard to the south-westward ; and it 
appears naturally to follow, that Richard had the town of 



' HuttOD'i Botvora lUld, p. 94 

* EuttOD'B BotKcrth fiM, p. 97. 

' H«U, Holiiubed, QrsftoD, Baker, Speed, Stow. • Hnttou, p. 96. 

* H»U, Holiuhed, Onfloii, Baker, Speed, Stow. It must b« borne in mind, that the 
moras! formed pert of wbat ii at preHut the wood, and that a portion of the lattar 
axtenda aetxlj to the well. Ueoi;'* tnaj, in adTaodog, would naturaUj bear awaj a 
little to the left, in order to aroid the monM. 

' Htttton, p. 69, ' Ihid., pp. S7, 94. 
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Market Boaworth, or the village of Sutton Cheney, or both of 
them iu his rear, or rather in the rear of his left wing. 

It is remarkable, that in Mr. Hutton's plan of the field of 
battle, at page 1, Henry's army is drawn, as facing towards the 
south-eastward; and Richard's army is delineated facing to- 
wards the north-westward, with Market Bosworth at a dis- 
tance, in advance of his right, and with Sutton Cheney rather to ' 
the rear of his right, and with his left extended towards the 
well ; but with Lord Stanley's forces interposed between it and 
the King's army ; yet in the other plan, delineated by Mr. 
Pridden, and introduced by J. Nichols, F.S.A., into the work; 
at page 244i, Henry's army is depicted facing to the north- 
eastward ; and the army of Richard is delineated as facing to the 
south-westward (which seems to be probable), and with Sutton 
Cheney to the rear of his left, and with King Richard's Well 
between the two armies, and rather before Richard's right 
centre. 

With respect, to the tradition, that Richard quenched his 
thirst at the well during the battle, I have merely to remark, 
that it was an improbable circumstance to have occurred in such 
a place. 

In the army of King Richard, the Duke of Norfolk and hia son 
the Earl of Surrey had the honour of leading the van, consisting 
principally of archers ; the main body (or main battle, as it was 
at that time called) was led by the King in person ; and the rear 
was commanded by the Earl of Northumberland.' 

< Baker, in hii ChrmueU; fb. 232, (totM, that Bicbwd'a " vsngoud wu led 67 tha 
Suks of Horfblk, which eonuated of ons thouund two himdred bowman, flanked with 
two hundred onjnuiera, under the conduct of the Earl of Snrrer t the battel King 
Eiohard led bimieir, which coiuiated of a thooMnd bill-men empaled with two thontud 
pikee I the rovward waa led b; Sir Tbunu Braokcnburj, oonaiating of two thoiuand 
mingled, with two wings of harwinen, containing flfleen hnndmd, all of them eait into 
aquare maniplee, expecting (he Lord Stanlej'a ooming with two thonMod, moit of tliem 
honemen." Inatead of Sir Tbomaa Braekenbuij, Baker probably meant Sir Bab«rt 
BrackenbDTy, who loit hia life in the battle j but in either caa^ he appeora to be in enor, 
aa to thr eoDunaoder of the rear of Biebard'i army, whioh not only other old hiatoriana, 
bat even Baker, on the neit pagt^ italM, to hare been commanded b; the Earl ot Horth- 
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The van of the Earl of HichmoDd's army, consisting also 
prinoipaUy of archers, was commanded by the Earl of Oxford, 
the main body by the Earl of Richmond and his uncle Jasper 
Earl of Pembroke, the right wing by Sir Gilbert Talbot, and 
the left by Sir John Savage. 

Cannons and other descriptions of firearms, were in common 
use by the English in war at that period, and we cannot dispnte 
the fact of their having been used at the battle of Bosworth, 
because we know, from the accounts handed down to us by 
Philippe de Commines, the historian, that the King of France, 
besides advancing money, furnished the Earl of Richmond with 
some pieces of artillery for his expedition against Richard, " ane 
bonne somme d'argent, et quelques pieces d'artillerie, et ainsi 
fut conduict, avec le navire de Normuidie, pour descendre en 
Galles, dont il estoit;"' besides which, guns are mentioned in 
the act of attainder of 1st Henry VII.' passed against the ad- 
herents of Richard who took part in the battle ; and cannon 
balls of a small size have been dug up upon Bosworth Field.^ 

The principal commanders on the part of Richard were, the 
Duke of Norfolk* (slain in the battle), his son the Earl of 
Surrey," the Earl of Northumberland,* Francis Viscount 

nmberUnd. " In tbu battel Eenrj, Earl of lIortbuAb«ri*nd, who led King BJohard'i 
reremrd, nerer atrook itroks." — Baksr, fo. 283. 

I Philippe de Commines, 6me lirre, fo. IGl. 

' Sot. Pari. IRenrj VII. (1.11. 14SG} toL vl folioi 376 ind 276. See Appendix No. S. 

■ Hutton'a Botfortk lUld, pp. 82 and 97. 

* John Howard wu ■ ion of Sir Bobert Howard, b; Uargsret, daogbter of Thomu 
Uowbraj, Duke of Korlblk, and waa a fiuthful aupport«r of Edward IV., who cnated 
him ■ baron in 1461. Bichard III. CTeal«d him Doke of Norfolk on the 14tb of June, 
14S3. Be had Ibe honour of being placed in the vangnard of Biohard'i annj at the 
battle of Bonrorth. 

■ Tboniaa Howard, ion of John Howard, Duke of Norfolk, before ineationed, wae 
created Earl of Suirej in the Snt year of Bichard UI. He alio had the banonr of hanng 
a principal oonunand in lUchard'a noguardi and, aooording to tome accounts, he wai 
taken prisoner, but, aooording to others, he escaped from the field, and nfterwnrds, upon 
an amneetj being published, he submitted to Heniy. He was imprisoned for a consider- 
able period, but was at length reranciled to Eenr; Til., and was made Lord Treasurer 
of England in the siiteenth year of his reign ; and wa* creeled Duke of Norfolk in 1 514, 
the Sflh jear of Henrj VIII.'s reign. 

* Heorj Peroji, fourth Earl of Northumberland of that name, was the son and heir of 
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Lovel,' John Lord Zouch/ Walter Lord Ferrers of Chartley,' Sir 
Richard Ratcliffe,* Sir Gervase Clifton," aiid Sir Robert Brack- 
enbury.^ AJl the four last-mentioned commandere were slain 
in the battle. 

The principal commanders on Henry's part were, the Earl 
of Pembroke,' the Earl of Oxford,* Sir- William Bran- 



Henij Fetty, third Barl of NorthumberUnd, aUin »t the baltle of TowtOD. (See Chsp.TI.) 
At the battle of Boiworth he comaunded the rau of Bichard'a annj, but he U oonaidered 
t« hue been lakewami and iadifBnwnt, sod hii fbrcea are raid cot to hare atruck a blow i 
he inunedialelj aubmitled 1« Eenrj, and was taken into bvour b; bim, and wai made 
one of hii Frh; OoddcU, and wai alain in the fourth jear of bia reign at a place oalled 
Cock Edge, near Think, in Torkibin^ b; the popalaoe, in an ituumction on aooount of a 
tax impoeed I^ ParliameDt, which the King had ordered him to lerj. 

■ Ftancii Tiaooont Lorel eecaped trom Boaworth FIrid, and fought at the battle of 
Btokein U87, andwaa alain there, or at lesat oerer appeared alterwarda, (See Chap. IX.) 

* John Lord Zouch waa attainted tor taking part with Richard at the battle of Boe- 
worth, but hia attainder waa reiersed in Ufa Eenr; Til. — See £01. Pari. 4tli Eenr; TTI. 
(a-P. 148B), ToL ri. fo. 24, and 11th Henrf TJI. (i.D. 1405), toL ri. fi>. 484. He died in 
the fouHh or fifth jear of Edward VI. 

' Sir Walter Derereul, in the twentj-aiith jear of Henry TI. married Anne, aole 
daughter and heiresa of William Lord Ferrera of Cbartle;, in Staffordahire, ahe being then 
a^ eleren year* and eight month*, httd livery of her londa, and b lit Edward IT. waa 
advanced to the dignity of a baron by the title of Lord Ferr«ra. At hiadeathatBoawortb 
Field, he left by hia wife Anne a aon John, who aucceeded him in hia title and honour*. 

* Probably of the funily of BatcliSba, Barons Titzwatter. See Chap. TI. 

* Sir Oerraae Clifton waa of mi ancient family in Nottinghsmehire, of which the mem- 
bera atill remain aetlled in that county. Hia lather. Sir Oerraae ClifUm, fought on the 
Lancaatrian aide at the battle of Tewkeabuiy, and waa afterwarda aieeuted thve. See 
Chap. TIL 

' Sir Bobert Brackanbury waa Conatahle of the Tower of London and Maater of the 
Hint. He alood high in the eitimation of Bichard III., who employed him in aereral 

' Jiapcr (called of HatBeld) Earl of Pembroke, afterwarda Duke of Bedford. See 
Chap. T. He, with hi* nephew the Earl of Biohmond, commanded the main body at Che 
battle of Bo*worth. 

' John De Tere, thirteenth Eari of Oxford. He waa the *on of John de Tera, Earl of 
Oiford (beheaded in the flralyear of EdwardIT.),andof Eliiahetb, daughter of Sir John 
Howard the younger, and waa a itauDch I^inoaatrian, fought on the part of Henry TI. at 
the batde of Baraat in 1471, afterwarda held St. Miohaera Mount, on the eoaat ofConiwall, 
againat Edward IT., and on ita aurrender wa* aent priaoner to the Caatle of Hammea in 
Picardy. He waa attainted in the fourteenth year of Edward IT. He afterwarda eacaped 
from Hamme* and joined Heni; Barl of Richmond, whom he accompanied to England in 
148G, and commanded the van of BJchwond'* army, coniiating principally of archera, at 
the battle of Boaworth. After the aoMtaion to the throne of Baaij TIL he waa ratored 
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don,^ who was Henry's standard-bearer ; Sir Gilbert Talbot,' of 
Grafton in Worcefitcrehire ; Sir John Savage,' Sir John Byron,* 
and, at an opportune time after the battle had commenced, Lord 
Stanley." The only person of note of Henry's army who was 
alain in the battle was Sir William Brandon, his standard-bearer ; 
and historians inform us, that he was slain by Richard with his 



to hii imnk ud poatenioni j ni joint oommaDder with Jaiper Daks of BedEbrd igiimt 
the Evl of Unooln *t tbe battle of Stoke ; widalso beld a joint command with bim of tbe 
forcea lent by Eniij Til. in aid of the Emperor MaiimiliAn againit tlw FWnoh ; and 
wa* abo, in the twelfth fear of Henry Til. one of the chief oommonderi againit Iiotd 
Audley and the inenrgentiat the battle of Blackbeath. In the Ont jeer ofHeiii; VIIL 
be obtained a oonfinnation of the office of Lord duunberlain. He married, fint, Alargsret, 
daughter of Richard Elarl of Saliebnr; ; and, aecondly, Eliubeth, daughter of Sir Bulurd 
8oK>iM^ and widow of William TiMOiutt Beaumont, and died on the lOth of Haroh, in 
the fimrth of Henrj TTIL, without leaving an; liring iaaue, and waa luooeeded bj hi* 
nephew, John de Tere. 

' Sir William Bnndon woe the eon of Sir William Brandon, bj Eliiabrth, daughter of 
Sir Bobert WingBeld, and was, with liii brother Thoma* Bmndon, conoemed in the in- 
■umotion of the Puke of Buckingham againet Biobard III. in 1483. Upon it* mii- 
oarriage the brothen fled into Brittanj. After (be death of Sir William at Boeworth Field, 
ThoiDM waa made one of the «ai)Qirea of the bod/ of Heai; TIL, and had the honour of 
carrying bie tracUer at tlie battle of Stoke, and about the end of hie reign wa* made a 
Enight of the Garter. He died in (be flnt year of Henry Till., and left a eon, who wm 
en«ted Tiuount liile in the fifth year of Henry TUL, and aftemrda laiied to the 
dignity of Duke of SuSblk. 

* Sir Gilbert Talbot wm the brotiier of Ji^n, third Eari of Shrewetury, and uncle and 
guaidiao of George, Ibnrth Earl of Shrewibnry, tben a minor, and commanded Hemya 
right wing at the battle of Botworth. 

' Sir John Sarage, oommonly called " Sir John SaTagev Junior," of Clifton, now ninally 
called Bock Sarage, in Cheshire, wai a nephew of Thoma* Lord Stanley, and bad the 
oommand of Heniy'i left wing at the battle of Boeworth. He wae made a Knight of the 
Garter by Henry TII., and waa alain at the aiege of Boulogne in 1492. — Stow'* Aamalt, 
to. 469 and 488 ; Ormerod'i Chtikire, vol. i. pp. G2G and 627. 

* He died in 1486 without iaiue, leaving a brother. Sir Ifioholaa Byron, bis heu-, wbo 
wae the aneeator of the late Lord Byron, the celebrated poet, 

* Tbomai Lord Stanley. (Bee Cbi^. II.) There ia a very remarkable peculiarity con- 
nected with Lord Stanley'* (and the eame obeerration applie* in aome degree also to Sir 
William Stanley's) defection from Bicliard, and with bis joining the Earl of Richmond, 
which ha* never been elplained, as far m I am aware, hy any author. Richard tbooght 
that he could •eoore Lord Stanley in hi* interest, by oonferriTig henefita upon bim, and 
made him Con*table of England for life, irith an annuity of £100 a year payable out of 
the iwvenoe of the county of Lancaster, and created him a Enight of the Garter. The 
rraanna neually assigned by historian* for Lord Stanley'* dcfnition are, bis attachmmt to 
the nemoij of Edward IT., and hie being bitfaful to the young Eing Bdward T. | the 
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own hand. Ricbard made a courageous and intrepid charge^ and 
attempt, with some of his forces, to cut his way to Henry, and 
to terminate the battle by despatching him ; and in his charge 
slew Sir William Brandon, and unhorsed Sir John Cheney. 
Richard's daring enterprise at first seemed hkely to be attended 
with success, but was frustrated by Sir William Stanley,* who 
then declared for Henry, and threw the weight of 3000 fresh 
soldiers into the scale of the latter, and attacked Richard's right 
flank. 

This appears to have been the important period of the battle 
alluded to by Shakespeare : — 

•tUmpl beliered to luTS bMu made bj Biohaid to cauM him to b« deatrofed at the oounml 
(when Lord Haitingi ma Hdied and beheaded) in 1483 ; and hia bong then oommittod to 
priMm for a time by Biohard— all vhioh ara sud to bare rankled in hi* mind i beaidea 
the infloenoe wbioh hii wife eierciied otbt him in taTOur of 0\e Earl of Biohmond, Lord 
Staolej hanng married to hi> eeoond wile the Counteu of Biohmond, the mother of the 
earl. The date of Lord Staolej'a maniage witli the OoonleM of Bidimond doea not 
appear to be itftted in the Btronagea, but it ceHaiiilj occurred at leael ten year* befixe 
the mga of Biohard IIL, becanae the Oounleaa of Biohmond i* meotioned ■* being the 
wife of Lord Stanley in Sol. Fori. 13th Edward IT. (1473) toI. tL lb. 77. No plan for an 
inaurreotioD could be better arranged than that of the Duke of Buckingham in the flnt 
year of Biohard III. (1483), yet nothing ooiild bareworte euaeei*. BntifLord Stanley and 
hie brother had bronght forward their power, and had taken an actire part in it, the pro- 
bability ia, that Richard would at that time bavebeen dethroned. Neither Lord Stanley nor 
Sir William Stanley, howsrer, appeen to htite taken the alightwt step, or to hare been in 
any ihape coneemed in that iuiurrection i yet precisely the lame reason* which an 
aaiignad for Lord Slanley'a defection fivm Bichard at the battle of Bosworth, in 1486, 
appear equally to apply to induence him in 1483, when the Duke of Buckingham took 
up anna. It ia Teiy difficult to aooount for Lord Stanley'a then remaining qnieaoent, 
iinleta we may infer that there was a feeUi^ of jealousy in hii mind, and that he euipeeted 
that at the Doke of Bnekingham wa« a more pownful noUeman than himself and waa of 
the blood royal of England (see Chap. in. pp. 48, 49, note 4), it wu powible that he 
might, if luoocaafiil, claim the crown in his own right ; or that Lord Stanley did not con- 
aider that the feeling of the noblemen and gentry against Bichard, wu then sufficienUy 
ripe or decided for an insurrection ; or that he wa* watching erenti, with the purpoee 
of adhering at last to the strongest. 

> When Bichard made his charge it should aeem that he adTsnced &om his ri^t centre, 
beoanae the ancient historians stale that he "rode out qftitigda of the range of his 
battaile" (Hall, fo. S4| Onfion, fo. 851)] "rode out q^ Ji« tidt of the range of his 
Iwttel" (HoUnshed, fo. 769). 

1 Sir William Stanley, whoaeserrioea were so opportunely giTeu, and of enchioeetixaable 
value, was teqaited by Henry's puttbg him to death, in 1495, on a rely questionable and 
frivolous charge. See Chap. II. 
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Cat«ii3i. — " Bcaone my Lord of Norfolk [ Bcwme ! B«>oae ! 
Tha kidg eaaeto more vooden tbau a man. 
Daring an oppotite to «>ei7 daaga ; 
Hii hoTM it ilain, and all on fool he flghta. 
Seeking for Bichmond in the throat of death. 
Beecue, fiur Lord, or else the day is lost I" 

Shakbbfixbx'b Siciard III., act v., leene 4. 

It was at a critical moment that Sir William Stanley declared 
for Henry, because, if be bad deferred bis aid a very sbort time 
longer, be might have deferred it for ever ; for fortune seemed 
at that moment to be propitious to Richard's enterprise and in- 
vincible courage ; and Henry was in the utmost danger, and it 
was probable that lie must either have perished or fled. 

The consequence of Sir William Stanley's opportune and most 
valuable assistance was, that Richard and most of the noblemen, 
knights, and soldiers, who accompanied him in the chaise, were 
surrounded by superior numbers and slain, and Henry obtained 
the victory.' 

It is not known with any degree of certainty what the 
respective numbers were in the hostile armies, but it is sup- 
posed upon reasonable grounds, that Richard brought into the 
field about 12,000 men, that Henry brought 7000, Lord Stanley 
5000, and Sir William Stanley 3000 ;' consequently, Richard's 
forces were considerably more numerous than his enemy's at 
the commencement of the battle ; but were considerably out- 
numbered by those on the side of Henry, after Lord Stanley and 
Sir William Stanley had joined him. Authors differ very much 
respecting the number of the slain ; some state it to have been 
very considerable. Mr. Hutton, on the contrary, inclines to 
think that it was only about 900 on both sides,* of which by 
far the greatest carnage was in the pursuit. Probably his 
estimate is too low ; but, as the battle did not last very long. 



' The hittorical authoritiet for thit paper an Hall, Holinehed, Qraftou, Baker, Speed, 
Stow, DugdaU, Bandford, and rol. tL Sot. Fori. 
* HuttoD'i Someortkl^ld, p. 75. ■ IbU. 129. 
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aod as the principal part of Richard's forces were indifferent or 
reluctant to fight in his cause, it may perhaps be reasonably 
inferred that the slain did not very greatly exceed that number. 
Hall, Holinshed, and Grafton, concur in stating, that the number 
of the slain was not much more than 1000, which may probably 
be cori'act. 

Henry, with great pomp, proceeded the same evening to 
Leicester. Richard's corpse was found amongst the slain, 
covered with wounds, dirt, and blood, and was hong perfectly 
naked across a horse, the feet dangling on one side and the 
hands on the other, behind Blanc SangUer, pursuivant at arms, 
BO called from the Boar Argent, the cognizance of Richard, and 
was carried in triumph to Leicester that aftemooD. This dis- 
gusting spectacle was meant as a disgrace to Richard, but it was 
really a disgrace to Henry. Insults offered by the victor to the 
corpse of a soldier slain in battle, be he whom he may, evince 
a great degree of meanness or cowardice on the part of the 
former. The body was exposed to public view during two days 
in the Town Hall, and was then interred in the Grey Friars 
Church. At the destruction of religious houses, his remains 
were turned out of it by the town's people, and a stone coSin in 
which they were deposited, was converted into a watering-trough 
at the White Horse Inn in Gallow Tree Gate, and was early in 
the last century broken to pieces.' 

Happening to be in Leicester on the 6th of June, 1856, 1 did 
not omit to inquire for the Grey Friars Church ; but although I 
discovered the street where it had stood, I found that every 
vestige of the church had disappeared. 

There is a very absurd, but very common mistake, arising 
from the ignorance of authors, in stating that Richard wore his 
royal crown upon his helmet during the battle. Nothing can 
be more erroneous than such a statement. Richard was too old 
and experienced a soldier to put such a head-gear upon his 

> Baker, 2SGj Stow; Hutton, 148. 
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helmet ; nor could a real crown screwed to, or fiutened upon a 
helmet, be worn for any rational purpose, during a battle. He, 
however, wore, as a distinguishing mark, and as an emblem of 
command, a comparatively small ornameot, resembling a crown, 
upon his helmet, which was not at all strange or unprecedented ; 
OQ the contrary, it was formerly a common practicA. King 
Henry V. wore a similar ornament upon his helmet at the battle 
of Agincourt, in 1415, which was of some use, in sustaining the 
stroke of a battle-axe from the Duke of Alen^on, which cleft it ; 
and Thomas Duke of Clarence, second son of Henry IV., wore a 
coronet or circlet upon his helmet, when he was fighting valiantly, 
and slain at the battle of Bauge in France, in 1421 ; besides 
which, there are many monuments which I have seen in finghsh 
cathedrals and chui'ches, where the figures of warriors and men 
of rank are represented with ornaments resembling small crowns 
or coronets upon their helmets. 

The account of the battle, and the description of the field, 
'having been so fully given ia the interesting work already men- 
tioned, it would be superfiuous for me to attempt to go into 
further particular; I may, however, add, that the battle ter- 
minated in the defeat and death of Richard, rather in consequence 
of the defection of Lord Stanley and of his brother Sir William 
Stanley, and the indificrence or disaffection of others, whom 
Richard relied upon, than of any valour or skill in Henry or hia 
army. 

Henry was immediately saluted as King of England by his 
forcea; and, without waiting for the ratification of his claim by 
Parliament, or any other recognised authority, assumed the title 
of Henry VII. ; and, scorning to be less tyrannical or less wicked 
than his predecessor, commenced his reign by putting to death, 
without any tnal, and in cold blood, two days after the battle, 
William Catesby,' and two gentlemen from the North, of the 

' WiUism (hlsaby «M a Iswjer of anitimce in ths rdgn of Ricliard III., wu oat of 
hia chief oonaMlIon,uidwu theSp«aksTof thBHoowof CommmuintbeonlyPArliaDient 
hcU in the reign of Bicbard m. He km adsKendsnt from an aDoient fiunilj at iMWOitta, 
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name of Brecher, who had been taken prisoners ; and sentencing 
to impnsonment for life, in the Tower, an innocent and defence- 
less boy, Edward Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick, whose only 
crime was his being the son of George Duke of Clarence, and 
the only survivtDg male of the royal house of Plantagenet, and 
whom Henry very wickedly at last put to death, in 1499. Henry 
also caused an act of attainder^ to be passed by Fariiament, 
shortly after the battle, in which he had a great number of per- 
sons, who had been the subjects and adherents of Richard III., 
attainted, and declared guilty of high treason, and all their 
lands and possessions confiscated, on the alleged ground of their 
support of Richard against Henry, although Henry had never, 
previonsly to ^e battle of Bosworth, been recognised as King, 
nor had he even assumed the royal title or functions. Jt was, 
therefore, not only an iniqnitous proceeding, hut was an insult 
to the understandings of men, to treat any acts done by any per- 
Bons in the service of the then reigning King, at the battle 
of Bosworth, as treasonable actions, committed against Henry.' 
Those attainders and confiscations, afiecting as they did the 
lives and property of many persons, whom Henry wished to 
destroy or crush, were acts of gross despotism and tyranny.^ 

Many years ago, I saw, in the collection of Colonel Stretton, 
of Lenton Friory, in Nottinghamshire, some spurs and bridle- 
bits, said to be relics of Bosworth Field i and Grose, in his 



naarBirmiimhMii. Hei* nnaUf oaUtdSirWiUiRmCatosb^b^butomn*; but u oertainl; 
odI; toeatad m «n eaquire, not u * kniglit, in the aot of attaindpr of l*t Henr; vil. (*m 
All. PiH-i.IitHeiiTjVILAJ>. 1486, ToLTi.fb.27G, Appendix No. 3), and in the act of 
tlie tetnul of the Bttainder in fiiTour of bis ion and hair, George Cateeb;, in Uie 11th 
year of the raign of Henry VII. (see Sol. Pari. 11th Henry TU. A.I). 149E, Tol. tL fb. 490 ; 
in which the latter i> called ^ ion and heir " of WiUkm Catyaby Squitr," nbioh aeona 
tolaraldy oonchmTe of bia not haTing been knighted). 

' Jlof.Piirt IttHenry VU. (in VoTeinber,1486),ToLT.fo.276. See Appendix No. S. 

> Aa if to make the injuiUce and mookery of ancb a prooeeding Qa mon glaring, the 
act of Parliament atatea the battle to haTe been fooght in the flnt Tear of Henry'a reign 
(148S) 1 but it might perhapa hare perplexed Smrj to bate aaked him at what eiaot date 
the firat jear of hi* raga commenoed, and how men oonld oommit treason againat bim 
before the eommtncemiDt of it. 
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MUitary Antiquities, gives an eDgraving of a helmet found 
there.' 

Many relics of the battle are described in Mr. Button's work, 
which had been discovered there ; besides which, human bones 
were found, about four years ago, in cutting a drain in a field, 
in front of the farm-house standing upon the slope of the hill, 
and called A.myon HiU Farm, mentioned before, belonging to 
Mr. Stuart, and occupied by Mr. Bradfield. The field where 
they were discovered, adjoins that in which King Richard's 
WeU is. 

Mr. John Rubley informed me, that, not many years ago, he 
found a sword-hilt, upon the field of battle, which he afterwards 
gave to Mr. Stuart. There are also a few relics of the battle 
preserved in the Public Museum at Leicester. 

Persons desiroos of visiting the field of battle, will find it 
expedient to go from Atberstoae to Shenton, and soon after 
passing that village, instead of pursuing the road to Market 
Bosworth, to turn off to the right, by the road which leads &om 
ShentoD to Sutton Cheney, until they arrive at a lai^ farm on 
the left, called Sutton Field Farm, occupied by Mr. Cooper, a 
considerable former. They should then turn off to the right, 
into a field road (which is passable in a carriage, but is not a 
good one for that purpose, and therefore walking is preferable), 
which ascends the northward side of Amyon Hill, frequently 
mentioned before, and cross its summit ; and on the slope of the 
hill, on its southward side, is Amyou Hill Farm (which is upon 
the field of batde), and close to it, in an adjoining field, is King 
Richard's Well. It is covered in with a small pyramid, built of 
rough stones, but is open ou its south front ; and on the inner 
wait, opposite to the open part, is the following inscription, cat 
in small Roman characters, fit)m the pen of the reverend and 
leuned Dr. Parr : — 



> Omm'i jriW«3i.^WJ]<){(i«t,vi>Lu.p.SB6,udpbt»Sa 
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AQVA EX HOC PTTEO HAVSTA 

SITIM BEDAVIT 

EICABDTS TEETITS BEX ANOLIAB 

CTU HENRICO COUITB DE BIOHMONDIA 

ACEBBIMB ATQTE INFENSI3SIUE PBAELIAKS 

KT VITA PABITEB AC SCEPTBO 

ANTE NOCIEU CARITVBTS 

XI KAL. SEPT. AD. MC0CCLXXI7. 

The battle of Bosworth is often called the last of the van of 
Yoric and Lancaster. That is an error. The last battle in those 
wars was the battle of Stoke, fought in 1487. 

It is a lamentable fact, that deeds of violence and bloodshed, 
on a large scale, did not cease in England with the death of the 
last Plantagenet King; for duriog the reign of the two first 
Tudor Kings, the crimes and offences disclosed by history, are 
so shocking, as to make us amazed at the wickedness and 
cruelty of man. 

Although the habits and characters of Richard III. and of 
Henry VII. were widely different, each was sufficiently iniquit- 
ous in its way;^ and it would be a task of great difficulty for 
any welt-read historian, to decide which of those two men waa 
the most wicked. Both of them were usurpers, and neither 
of them had any legal right to the tbroae ; and if they had 
lived nearer these times, and in humble life, it is not impro- 
bable that the intrepid disposition and invincible courage of 
Bichard might have made him a daring robber or highway- 
man; and the mean and avaricious propensities of Henry, 
might have caused him to become an adroit pickpocket or 
sordid miser. 

It was very much the fashion for historical writers, who lived 
in the times of the Tudor sovereigns, in order to court popularity 
with them, to odumniate Richard, blacken his memory, and in 

' Hr.Hutton'tMntrwit of thurchu«otenooDUitumuc)i truth: — " But were I ■Uomd 
to trrat rojaltj with plsinDcsa, Bicbud wu an aooompltibed rtttui, and Heiuj not one 
Jot batter."— Hntton'« BoiworU lUld, p. 7a. 
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their accounts of bim, to represent him as a kind of raonater, 
deformed in person, and malignant in mind, with not a few 
other strange assertions, which subsequent generations have 
been induced to consider either as absurdities or exaggerations. 

Upon a cool and dispassionate comparison, however, of the 
characters of Richard III. and Heury VII.. both of them wicked 
and unscrupulous men, the contrast is not favourable to Henry. 

Richard committed sanguinary crimes, in order to obtain the 
crown ; but even bis enemies do not accuse him of any tyrannical 
or unjust actions, as a King : Henry had not the opportunity 
of perpetrating such offences before he obtained the crown ; 
but history is replete with instances of his tyranny and in- 
justice during the whole of his life, after he became a King. 
Richard possessed great talents, and natural capacity; but his 
reign was so short, that he had not many opportunities of 
evincing his abilities for exercising the royal functions ; yet 
be passed some excellent laws for the benefit of his subjects : 
Henry was sagacious and clever in many respects, and during 
bis rather long reign, be also passed some very good laws; 
but, as has been correctly observed, bis laws were ever cal- 
culated with a view to his own profit;' he encouraged com- 
merce, as it improved his customs, and brought money in to his 
subjects, which he could squeeze out at pleasure.^ Richard 
was munificent and liberal : Henry was mean and avaricious. 
Richard was bold, enterprising, and courageous : Henry was 
timorous, selfish, and cautious. Richard and Henry, however, 
closely resembled each other in one respect : each of them was 
unscrupulous, and did not hesitate without remorse to put to 
death a fellow-creature who had incurred his displeasure, or was 
an obstacle to the success of his measures. 

Richard is believed to have murdered his nephews, Edward V. 
and the young Duke of York; and Henry is known to have 
inhumanly and very wickedly put to death Edward Plantagenet, 

■ Ciffa, Toiu.p.S66. 
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Earl of Wairwick — an action which has beeo properly desig- 
nated " as vile a murder as that of Edward V. ; nay, were it 
possible to speak in palliation of this woret of crimes, Richard 
was the least culpable, for he had one temptation which Henry 
had not — Edward V. had an absolute right to the crown, but 
Warwick only a shadow."^ The crime of illegally depriving a 
human being of life is very solemnly reprobated by Shakespeare, 
in Ma usual beautiful and powerful language : — 

**ETTOiiMumM*l! the gnat Zing of king! 
Hktb, in the t«bk of hu Uw, oommuided, 
ThM thou ihab do no murder. Wilt thoo tbeo 
Spnni at hia ediot, and fiilfll ■ aum'i F 
GlUe heed j for ha holda TcngMnoe in bis hand. 
To hull DpoD their headi that brttk bU law." * 



> Hntton'a Botmrtk Fitld, p. 179. 

■ Shakeepean/i Bieiard IH. Mt i. wane 4. 
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FIELD OF THE BATTLE 
STOKE.' 



" Have we so soon forgot those dajs of ruin. 
When York and Lancuter drew forth the bsttlea, 
When, like ■ nutron butchered by her sons, 
And ctst beside aome common waj, t, spectacla 
Of hiBTor and iflHghl to pMier* by. 
Our growling oonntij bled at sT'ty reinP" 

Bows'a Jmu Short, act uL 

Before commenciDg a descriptioD of the Field of the Battle of 
Stoke (in Nottinghamshire), it may be advisable to mention 
concisely the nature of a very formidable insurrection, which 
was suppressed by that battle. 

John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln,^ a man of talents, courage, 
and enterprise, was a nephew of Edward IV. and of Bichard 
the Third, and also of Margaret,* the widow of Charles the 
Bold, or the Rash, Duke of Burgundy. Margaret was an un- 

* A copy of the paper, but in ntho- a more oitended form, upon the Field of the Battle 
of Stoke waa presented bj the author, to the Societj of Antiquariea of London, at a meeting, 
on the 17th of Deoember, 1846, and the tbanks of the meeting were voted for it to turn. 

* John de U Pole, Earl of Linooln, wat the eldeat md of John de la Pole, Duke of Suf- 
folk, bj Elizabeth, «ecand daughter of Bichard Plaotagenet, Duke of York, and aiater of 
Edward IV. and of Eiobard III.— See Pedigree Ko. 2, wfra, in thU chapter. 

^ Uargar«t,the widowof Cliarlea Duke of Burgund;, waa Che third daughterof Bichard 
Ihike of York, tod Cecily hia wife, formerlj Cecily Ncrille.— See Pedigree Mo. i, infra, in 
this chapter. 
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oompromising and implacable eDemy of Henry VII.,' and in 
1487, a formidable conspiracy was set on foot, by her and the 
Earl of Lincoln, of which the object was to raise an inBurrection 
in England against Henry. It was given ont that Edward Earl 
of Warwick, eon of Geoi^e Duke of Clarence, and nephew ttf 
Edward IV., had effected his escape, notwithstanding the vigi- 
lance of Henry VIL, and had gone abroad ; and Lambert 
Simnel,' the son of a joiner, named Thomas Simnel, of Oxford,' 
was tutored by Richard Simons, a priest of that city, to per- 
sonate the young prince. 

Mai^aret furnished the Earl of Lincoln with 2000 Germans, 
veteran troops, commanded by Martin Swartz, an officer of 
talents and experience. With these forces, and with Lambert 
accompanying him, the earl landed in Ireland, and Lambert was 
soon afterwards crowned as King, in the Cathedral at Dublin, 

They remained some short time in Ireland, where the earl 
raised a body of Irish forces, and provided transports; and 
having at length sailed from Dublin, the Earl landed with his 
army, on the 4th of June,' near File of Foudrey, at Fumess, in 
Lancashire, where Sir Thomas Broughton, who had become a 
party to the conspiracy, had considerable possessions ; and the 
spot near the village of Broughton, where, according to tradition, 
they encamped after landing, is even now called Swart Moor, 
after the commander of the German troops. The insu^nts 
were there joined by Sir Thomas Broughton, and others, with 
additional forces. 

Lord Lovel* was also a principal mover of the insurrection; 

1 For tbe deacent of Hsdt; TIL, Me Pedigrw No. 4, HtfVa, in thii cbaplar. 

' It hM been wid, that at BntlAmbeM wu inteaded to li»« penoiu(«d Biohud I>uke 
of York, oa» ot the jonng prinoet, the >od of King Edmrd IT., who had been imprieoned 
in (be Tover, but that the dif&rence in their ages rendered it ineipedient 

• Bo<.PaW.3Henrr TIL voLvLfo.S97.— See Appendix No.T. 

* Fnneii Viaooimt LotbI was the ion of John Lord LotbI ; the ktta- nu one of thoee 
Laooaetriane who ■coomptuiied the Lorda Scale* and HnngeHbrd to London, in hop«a of 
gaining (hecitiieiu, and were oUiged to take refuge in the Tower, in 1460; be died in the 
fourth jear of Edward IT., leBving b; Joan bia wifc^ niter of VTilham Viaoount Beaamnut, 
FiMioie, hi» aon and heir. Fraooia Lord Loral acoampaaiedBiobard Duke of GHouoeater, 
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and we are infonned by Dugdale, that he accompanied the Earl 
of Lincobi from Flanders to Ireland, and afterwards came over 
with him and the r^t of the insurgents into England. Whether 
that was the case, or whether Lord Lovel joined the earl at 
the same time that Sir Thomas firoughton did, or afterwards, 
during the march of the insurgents, does not aeem quite certun. 
Writers have differed upon that ptnnt ; and the act of attainder ^ 
against Ix^d Lovel, does not throw any light upon it. It is, 
however, certain, that he joined the insui^nts before the battle 
of Stoke. 

The Earl of Lincoln marched with his forces from Fumess 
into Yorkshire ; and on arriving at Masham, he sent to the mayor 
of York, and requested to be admitted into the city, in order to 
victual the army.' This having been refused, it made a great 
and serious change, in the earl's plans and prospects ; and it is 
not improbable, that it determined him at all hazards, prompdy 
to seek and fight the King. He then marched from Yorkshire 
into Nottinghamshire; but the exact line of march is not 
known ; it may, however, be fiurly concluded, that he took the 
route by Mansfield. He proceeded to Southwell, and continued 
his march in the direction of the Trent ; and he appears to have 
crossed that river at Fiskerton, which in the summer time is 
shallow, and easily fordable by men and horses. As Newark 

in the Expedition to Sootknd, in the tventy-aeoond j«ar of Edward IT., •ndwMBdTtnoed 
to tlw dignity of Vueoont LotcL In the reign of Biehwd III. be mt* Dude Lord Ohun- 
berlun, and had oths important oOoei oottfeired npon him. H« fought for Bidurd, at 
Uk battle of Bosworth, in 14Se (aee Chap.Vni.), and, having caoaped &om thenoa, took 
«aoctuai7 at 8t. John's, at Coloheater. He afterwarda quitted it priTotol;, and got aitaj 
to Bir Thomaa Broughton'a honae in Lanoaahiie, and huked there for tonM montha, fl-om 
wbenoe he procaeded to Xiandcn, to Margaret Duoheii of Burgondj g and from thenos 
went with Martin Swartc into Irahmd, joined in the iniurrection of the Earl of Lincoln, 
andwM ilain at the battle of Btoke. (SeeDugdats'sSorond^a, toLL p.S60.) HemMiied 
Anne, the daughter of Heniy Lord Fitihugh, Baron of Barenawath (bj Alioe hia wil^ 
daughter of Bichaid Herilla, Barl of 8aliibai7), bnt did not loare aoj iiaue. 

1 Bat. ParL 11th Hem; VII. toL tL 16. 502.— See App«ndii No, TI. 

* See CoUeotion of " Docmnenta relating to lAmbert Sfmoell's Bebellion in the second 
Tear of King Henry TII.," aeleoted from the Mnmdpal Arciivti of Tort, bj Bobert 
Daviea, Eiq., F.S.A.; communicated to tbe Meeting of the Archwological Inetitatc^ hdd 
at Tork, in 1846 ; publiibed in 1847, pp. 27, 28. 
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was preoccupied by the King's anny, FiskertoD was the only 
safe place near Southwell, where the earra forceB could pass the 
Trent. After crossing the river, they took up a position on the 
elevated ground to the southward of, and overlooking, the little 
village of East Stoke, in Nottinghamshire. 

In the mean time, the King, apprised of the landing of the 
inaurgents in Lancashire, assembled a considerable army under 
the command of his uncle, Jasper Duke of Bedford (formerly 
Earl of Pembroke') and John Earl of Oxford;^ and with these 
he marched from Kenilworth, through Coventry, Leicester, Lough- 
borough, and Nottingham. The valuable services rendered to 
Henry by Thomas, first Earl of Derby (when Lord Stanley'), at 
the battle of Bosworth, were too important, and too recent, to 
be forgotten ; and the King was, of course, happy to call for, and 
avail himself of, his influence on this occasion. On Corpus 
Cbristi Day, the King was joined at Nottingham by Lord 
Strange, son of the Earl of Derby, with a great body of troops, 
principally consisting of the followers and tenants of the earl. 
He was also joined there by the Earl of Shrewsbury,* and by 
several knights and gentlemen, with additional forces. 

The King marched to the village of Ratclifie, where he passed 
the night. From Batcliffe, he proceeded to Newark, which he 
succeeded in occupying before the Earl of Lincoln's forces could 
arrive there.' From Newark, the King advanced with his army, 
and took up his position on the road leading to East Stoke, and 
about three miles on the southward side of Newark. 

Iliese introductory observations may possibly cause the posi- 
tions, which will now be described, of the hostile armies, to be 
the more readily understood. 



• jMpw E«rl of Pembroke.— Sbb Chap. IV. 
' John Barl of OiJbrd.— See Ohap. Till. 

* ThomM Lord Stanlejr. — See Cfaapa. m. and TIIL 

< O«orge Tslbot, fourth Earl of ShrambtUT', was wn of John, third earl, uid gtand- 
(on of John, MCond Barl Shrawibni;, who v« ilain at tha battle of Northampton, in 
Hea— See Qiap. IIL ' Ld. (kit. vol ir. fo. 210.— See Appendii No. IV. 
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la approaching the village of East Stoke, by the foss-way 
leading from the southward towards Newark, the road gra- 
dually ascends, until the traveller attains an eminence or hill, 
distant little more than half a mile from the village, command- 
ing an extensive view of Newark and the neighbouring country. 
Upon its highest elevation, to the left or west of the foss^road, 
is a windmill, in Stoke Fields ; and to the right or south-east, 
is another mill, in Elston Fields ; but both are in the parish of 
Stoke : this eminence decreases in height towards the latter mill, 
but extends past the former, towards the north-west, and it ends 
in a steep clifiF, the foot of which is separated from the river 
Trent and Fiskerton Ferry, by Stoke Marsh. The marsh is of 
narrow width, and the distance is not much more than a quarter 
of a mile from the ferry to the foot of the hill. 

That part of the hill upon which the mill in Stoke Fields is 
erected, was, at the time when I visited the field of battle, and 
probably still is, called the Rampire, a name sufficiently sig- 
nificant, and the mhabitants of its vicinity are in the habit of 
pointing it out, as the place where the Earl of Lincoln's forces 
were encamped. It is by far the strongest military position 
within some miles of the village, and tallies exactly with the 
accounts in the old historical works. This being premised, the 
earl's centre would naturally be at the place where the mill is 
now erected ; his right wing would extend a Uttle way across 
the foss-road, in the direction of the other mill standing in Elston 
Relds ; and his left wing would occupy the strong position on 
the summit of the eminence.* The hill rapidly decreases in 
height, and slopes down towards Stoke village and the vicarage- 
house, which stands in Elston Fields, although in Stoke parish, 
close to the village, and about fifty or sixty yards to the right or 
east of the foss-road. It was down this slope that the earl's 
troops descended to attack the forces of Henry VII., at the 
battle of Stoke. 

' After (ho Gori'i force* btdcKMMdtheTnnt at FUkertoD,aiid found Uienuelresapon it* 
right bank. Stoke MfT***, now enclosed, lij imioedutel; before them ; uid bejond it, liltk 
more than ■ qnsTter of amiledutant, wu the foot of the emiimice •lieftdj mcntioiMd. 
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In proceeding to describe the situation of Henry's camp, and 
to compare the two positions with the accounts given by the 
old historians, it is proper to meation, that after passing the 
the village oi Stoke, and at less than half a mile on the foss- 
road, towards Newark, and between three and four miles &om 
the latter town, the road gradually rises until the traveller 
arrives at the tolKbar, which is on slightly elevated ground.^ 

From the accounts given by the old historical writers of the 
movements of Henry VH.,* there is great reason to suppose, that 
at that place, or very near to it, his forces were encamped pre- 
vioosty to the battle of Stoke; and as the country, between 
Newark and Stoke, ia nearly level, with the exceptirai of the 
elevated ground just before mentioned, it was the ouly place, 
three miles from Newark, where eligible rising ground oould be 
found, to encamp upon, between that town and Stoke village ; 
and it talhes in its distance from Newark, and its contiguity to 
the vilh^ of Stoke, with the accounts given by the old 
historians. 

The two positions above described, correspcHid in a remarkable 
maoner, with the accounts of the old annalists and dironiclers. 
Polydore Virgil, after describing the Earl of Lincoln's putting to 
sea vrith his forces from DubUn to England, says, that " baud 
procul Lancaatrio in terram descendunt, freti opibus Thomee 
Brogtoni, qui princepa erat conjurationis socdus." He then 
mentions the course pursued by Henry, and states, that " Comes 
liincolniesis interea Eboracensem agrum ingressos cum sociis, 
lento incedebat gradu, ac sine uUo maleficio incolarum, qnippe 
qui sperabat ahquem populi concorsnm ad se fieri," and, after 
mentioning the earl's reasons for venturing upon a battle, he 
proceeds as follows : "ex agro Eboracensi Neuuarcum versus iter 
facere ccepit, ut ibi auctis copiis, in regem, quem venire obviam, 

I On the right, an utifloitl mount of imalt nie, eiista in the ooDtignoni field, which 
ii tnditionaU; ooniideted at h&Ting been oooupted hj «ome of the hostile forces, prerioiu 
to the battle of Btoke. The (Dul) monnt i> nid to hare been thrown up or added to, 
for the pnrpoua of a windmill, wUob once etood there. 

' For the Fedigiee of Hemy TU., we F»digreeNo.i,ti>^^ in thit chapter. 
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& vix bidui abease intellexerst, recta via conteDderet. Cieteru 
priusquain Ujb eo pervauret,Heiiricu9 cui nulla hcHBopois comitis 
erat ignota, stib vespem illius diei, qui ante prselii diem illuxit, 
celerius c^inione eonim, obviam venieutibus factua, Neuuarcum 
accessit, parumque illlc moratus, tria millia passuum progressus 
est, ibique positis castris peruoctavit. Comes vero cognito regis 
adveutu nihil territus incceptum iter continuat, eodemque die per- 
venit ad viculum proximuin adversariorum castria, quem vocat 
Stochum, eoque looi castra &cit. Postero die rex ex omnibus 
copiis triplici inst^octa acie, Stochum proficiscitur, ac prope cas- 
tra comitis consistit, atque fiacit sequo in loco pugnandi potesta- 
tern. Potestate facta, comes copias educit, signoque suia dato, 
in certameu descedit." 

Aa Polydore Virgil wrote in the reign of King Henry VIII., 
numbers of persons present at the battle, must have been living, 
irom whom he probably obtiuned information. 

Hall also wrote in the reign of King Henry VIII., and died 
soon after the accession of King £dward VI. In his Chronicles, 
the mentions, that the Earl of Lincoln and his troops landed 
" at the Pyle of Fowdrey, within lytle of Ijancastre ;" that he 
marched into Yorkshire, and afterwards. " directed his waye from 
Yorke to Newarke-upo' -Trent, to thentent that there he (as he 
trusted) augme'tyng hys co'paigny might set upon the Kyng, 
who' he knew to be but II daies jomey from him. Albeit, be- 
fore he came there, Kyng Heniy was in his bosome, and knewe 
every houre what the erle did, oame the night before that he 
fought, to Newarke, and there approched nere hys enemyea 
soner then they loked for him, and there tariyng a lytle, went 
III myles further and pitched his feelde, and lodged there that 
night. The Erie of Lynoolne certefyed of his commyng was 
nothynge afearde, but kepte styll on hys jomey, and, at a lytle 
village called Stoke, nygh to the Kyng and hys army, planted 
hys campe. The next daye followynge the Kynge devyded hys 
whole nombre into three battailes, and after in good arraye 
approched nigh to the toune of Stoke, where was an equall and 
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pla3nie place for botbe parties to arreigne the battaUe. When 
the place was apoynted and ordeioed to trye the bittennost by 
stroke of battaile, the erle set furth his army, and, gevyng a 
token to his compaignye, set upon his adversaries with a manly 
courage, desirynge his souldyours that daye to remembre his 
honoure and their awne lyves." 

HoHnshed's account, in his Chronicles, written in the reign of 
Elizabeth, is nearly in the same words. 

Lord Chancellor Bacon (Viscount St. Alban's), in his Idfe of 
King Henry VII., as given in Kennet's Lives, says, that the Earl 
of Lincoln "march'd towards Newark, thinking to have surprised 
the town. But the King was somewhat before this time come 
to Nottingham," and, a battle being resolved upon in his council, 
" march'd speedily, so as he put himself between the enemies' 
camp and Newark, being loth their army should get the com- 
modity of that town. The earl, nothing dismay'd, came for- 
wards that day unto a httle village call'd Stoke, and there en- 
camp'd that night upon the brow or hanging of a hill. The 
King, the next day, presented him battel upon the plain, the 
fields being open and champion. The earl courageously came 
down, and joyned battel with him." 

In Stow's Annals, it is stated, that "the Earl of Lincolne, 
being entered into Yorkeshire, directed his way to Newark- 
upon-Trent, and, at a little village called Stoke, three or four 
mites from Newarke, nigh to the King and his army, planted his 
campe. The next day following, the King divided his number 
into three battells, and after approched nigh the towne of Stoke, 
where both the armies joined and fought egerly," 

Speed says, that " the King dislodgeth with his army, and 
passeth thorow Newarke, leaving it behind him about three 
miles." Also, '* the next day, both the armies are brought 
forth to fight neere to a httle village called Stoke." He also 
adverts to the earl's having marshalled his men " upon the brow 
or han^ng of an hill," before the battle. 

Sir Richard Baker, in his Chronicles, mentions the earl's 
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"taking his way from York to Newark -upon-Trent. King 
Henry, understanding which way he took, came the night before 
the battel to Newark, and, going three miles further, near to a 
village called Stoke, there waited the approach of the Earl of 
Lincoln." 

Upon inquiry, I learnt, that human bones, coins, and other 
rehcs indicative of a battle, have been frequently dug up in 
the fields, on the south side of the village, which are exactly 
where, from the above accounts, it is to be presumed, the earl's 
centre was engaged, after descending from his strong post, and 
which lie at the foot of the eminence, above described; and also 
on the south side of and within the garden of Sir Robert Brom- 
ley, Bart., which would be the position of the earl's left wing 
when fighting. They have also been found in dij^g the 
foundations of some walls near the vicarage, in Elston Fields, 
where the King's left wing would be engaged. 

In August 1825, Sir Robert Bromley kindly accompanied me 
over part of the field of battle, and pointed out a place in his 
garden, where the remains of many of the slain were found. 
They were interred in long trenches ; but very few indications 
of armour or weapons were discovered ; however, the labourers 
found two spurs : one of which they purloined, the other Sir 
Robert Bromley obtained. He kindly allowed me to inspect it. 
It is of silver on the outside, and of steel within, and is of con- 
siderable beauty and elegance of workmanship. It is of very 
small size, and remarkable for the appropriate nature of its 
ornaments — roses boldly embossed on its surface. It bears a 
strong resembhmce to the one dug up on Bosworth Field, of 
which an engraving is given in Button's Bosworth Field. 

Those who wish for an account of the march and movements 
of Henry previously to the battle, will find it is the journal said 
to have been kept by the herald,' who accompanied his army. 
Henry's proclamation,* for enforcing discipline and order on the 

■ 4 LelADdi Colieel. p. 211.— See AppcikUi St>. IT. 
> i Lcl. Col. p. 210, 212.— See Appendix No. IV. 
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march, is curious, and gives us some idea of the insubordiuation 
of an English army, at that period. 

The principat commanders in Henry's army, were, Jasper 
Duke of Bedford,' John Earl of Oxford,^ George Earl of Shrews- 
bury;' Richard Neville, Lord Latimer,* Edward Lord Hastings;' 
Geoi^ Jjord Strange, son of Thomas Earl of Derby ;^ Sir John 
Cheney, and Sir Edward FieldingJ Thomas Brandon, brother 
of Sir William Brandon" (who was the standard-bearer of Henry, 
and was slain at the battle of Bosworth), had the honour of 
bearing Henry's shield at the battle of Stoke." 

The Earl of Lincoln and his forces being posted upon the 
hill, Henry, on the 16th of June, 1487,'° drew up his army in 
three lines, in the open space to the southward or south-east 
of Stoke, and offered the earl battle, which the latter, notwith- 
standing the disparity of their fcH-ces, courageously accepted. 



■ Jupar Tailor, Duke of Bedfoid, fonnerlj Gorl of Pembroko.— Sso Oap. T. 
John de Tare, Bui of Ozford.—Sss dap. TIQ. 

' Q«nge Talbot, fourth Earl of Shrewsbuiy. H« was the loa of John, third Eari, and 
gnndtOQ of John, Moond Sari of Sbremborf, who km akin at tbe battle of Northampton, 
in 1460.— 8w Chap. IIL 

* Biclurd Nerille, Lord Latdmer, was the aou at Bk Swxf JTerille (tbe ion of 0«orge 
Lord Latinier, b; Ehiabetii hia wifa, daughter of Biohard Bsanchamp, Earl of Wanrick), 
»jid died in the twentj-woood jtai of Henry TUI. 

* Edward Lord Hastings, eon of William Lord Haitingi (pot to death bj Biohard 
Duke ofOlouoMtw, in 1463 <we Chap.TI.) bjKatberiDe, daughtwi^ Biohard Nerill^ 
Bad of Salitbniy, and widow of William Bonvile Lord Harrington, wae oreated Bad of 
Huntiogdon, io tbe tw«nt;-fiiat, and died in the tliirty^ixth jnr ij Henry Till. 

' Thomaa Blaoley, fint Bail of Derby.— Sea Chap. U. 

J Sir Edward Fidding wat Ou Mm and heir of Sir William fielding, who fell at the 
battle of Tewkesbniy, fighting fi>r the Lancaatrian party, and waa interred there ; ha wae 
the anceetor of William Fielding, created Earl of Denbigh, in the twentieth year of 

' See Chap. TUL 

* Dugdale'* Bar^magt^wcLii. p.299. Tbers wae olio another penon of the name of 
Brandon, and probably of the aama &mily — Bobert Brandon, who appeal* to hare dit- 
ttngoiehed himself at ths battle of Stoke, beoanse be waa knighted on the ocoaeion. — Sea 
LeUnd't Coa«eta»ta, toL ir. p. %\0, Appendix No. IT. 

■* fof.Porl.SHenryTII.part 16, Tol.Ti.fo.397. See Appendix No. T. ButseeJIaf. 
Pari. 11 Henry Til. toL tL fo. 602. Appendix No.TI., where the 20th of June 'x» 
mentioned aa the date of the battle. 
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The act of attainder ^ passed against the earl and his adhe- 
rents, furnishes some evidence of guns having been used by the 
earl's forces ; as the act states them to have been armed with 
" swerdys, speris, marespikes, bowes, gonnes, barneys, brigan- 
dines, hawberkes, and many other weapyns and barneys." If, 
as that act seems to state, the earl had artillery with his army, 
which were used at the battle, they would naturally be placed, 
on the slope of the hill heiore described, and would be fired from 
thence upon the royal army drawn up on the lower ground. 

The eart descended the hill, with his troops in good order, 
and attacked the royalists with great intrepidity, in hopes, that, 
by breaking their first line, the fugitives from it, would &11 back 
upon those in the rear, and throw them into confusion ; but, 
after bravely fighting for three hours, during which, the half- 
naked Irish, undisciplined, and only armed with darts and skins, 
obstinately maintained their ground, although Heniy's archers 
kept constantly thinning their ranks, and the Bnglish and 
Germans fought with the utmost valour, they were totally 
routed, with great slaughter. The Earl of Lincoln, I^ord Kildare 
(or, as several authors call him. Lord Thomas Gerardine or 
Fitzgerald), Sir Tliomas Bronghton ; Martin Swartz, the com- 
mander of the foreign auxiliaries ; and most of the other leaders 
of the earl's party, died sword in hand.^ The impostor, 
Lambert Simnel, and the priest his tutor, were taken prisoners,' 
and Lord Lovel was never afterwards heard of; it has be^ 
said, Uiat in endeavouring to escape by crossing the Trent, he 
was drowned in the river. Some writers state, that be was slain 
in the battle ; but in the account given in the before-mentioned 



' Sot. Part. 8 Henry VH, toL ri. lb. 397. See Appendix No. V. See alio Hatton'i 
Sormirth Held, pp. 82, 97 : An act of attainder waa puB«d agaitut the adherenU of 
Biobard ni., after the battle of Boaworth, irhich mentioiu the use of goiu amongat other 
anna, bj them. — Eot. Pari. 1 Henry VII., toL vi. p. S76. Bee Appendix No. m. 

> Hall, Holinebed, Bacon, PolTirgil, Baker. 

' Lambert Simnel wai mode a tunupit in the King's kitchen, and waa aAerwarda made 
a blmner ; the priest, tiia tutor, ww oerar again heard ot 
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journal, he is said to have been " put to flight" [escaped].' Whe- 
ther he perished in crossing the Trent, fell in the battle, or 
fled, and contrived to secrete himself, so as to elude discovery, 
will probably never be satisfactorily ascertained.' He had been 
a steadfast supporter of King Richard III., at whose coronation, 
he had the honour of carrying one of the pointed swords on the 
King's left hand ;' and was made Lord Chamberlain, and he 
had also fought for him at Bosworth Field.* His enmity to 
Henry VH. induced him to join the insurrection of Sir Hum- 
phrey Stafibrd, and his brother, Thomas Stafibrd, in 14S6, and 
take up firms in Yorkshire, whilst they prepared to attack 
Worcester ; but, his troops dispersing, he was obliged to fly to 
Fumcss, in Lancashire, where Sir Thomas Broughton received 
and afibrded him an asylum, and from thence he proceeded into 
Flanders, to Margaret Duchess of Biirgundy.^ 

Many of the Earl of Lincoln's forces were destroyed in their 
flight from the field, and in attempting to escape over the 
Trent, by Fiskerton Ferry. A ravine or gully, which desends 
from the high ground on the south-west side of the cliff, is now 
pointed out, as being the place through which the fugitives 
endeavoured to pass, in order to get to the ferry, and which, 
tradition says, ran with blood, and where a great slaughter was 
inflicted upon them. It is from that circumstance, called Red 
Gutter ; and human bones, and other indicia of slaughter, have 
been dug up in it. It is rather difficult of access at present. 



> Lelandi CoUedanea, p. 214. Bw Appendix If □. IT. and No. Til. 

> Hall's CAroNtciM, and Bacon, mention a nunoiir of hi* being drawned in iwim- 
ming the Trent ; bnt the tatter adds, " But another report lea* ea him not there, but 
that he liTed long aft^r, in a oave or Tanlt ;" and in the 2nd ralume, p. 821, Banka'a 
DonmMt amd Exlincl Baronaga, is a cop; of a letter, dated ITST, &om William Cooper, 
I!iq., olerk of the Fariiament, detaQing some interesting particulars of the disooTerj, in 
170B, of a homan skeleton, in a Tlolt at Minster LoTd, in Oxfordshire, irhich formerl; 
belonged to Lord lioni, suppoaed b; man;, to be die remains of that nnfortuoate 
nobleman. See Appendix No. VII. 

' Buek'i £^a <^ SuAonl ///. 

* Hall, Holinshed, Dugdale.— See Chap. Till. 

' Hall, Dugdale'i Bartm^t. 
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from being covered with a plantation of trees ; but there is still a 
path through it, and it opens upon Stoke Marsh, about thirty or 
forty yards to the southward of the modem road leading over 
the marsh, to the ferry; towards which the fugitives would 
naturally endeavour to pass through this ravine, as the steepness 
of the cliff would render it difficult, in most places, to descend 
in any other direction ; and the contiguity of the right wing of 
the royal army would prevent a retreat over the flat ground by 
the high road past the chiirch to the ferry. The Trent, in the 
summer time, and the battle was fought in the month of June, 
is fordable for horses and men, and, as far as I could judge by 
the eye, it is thereabouts one hundred and sixty or one hundred 
and eighty yards wide ; and if the wreck of the defeated army 
could have gained the opposite bank, it would have furnished 
some chance of escape, in comparative safety. 

That the hill in Stoke Fields above described, is that'on which 
the Earl of Lincoln was encamped, seems to be satisfactorily 
proved, independently of tradition, firom the circumstance, that 
when he entered Nottinghamshire from Yorkshire, and marched 
towards Newark-on-Trent, as stated in Leland's Collectanea} 
" Enemyes and rebelles drew towards Newarke warde, passing 
by Southwelle and the Furside of Trente," he found the castle 
and town of Newark preoccupied by his enemy, in which 
Hall, Holinshed, Polydore Virgi), Bacon, Speed, and Baker, all 
agree, and he could not well get to Stoke, without passing 
through, or close to, Southwell, and then crossing the Trent : 
and the ford and ferry nearest to Southwell, and to those parts 
of the country through which he is said to have marched, is 
Fiskerton ; which is close under the hill. Besides which, the 
hill is by far the strongest mihtary position in that part of the 
country : in fact, the clifl" occupied by his left wing, was, as 
before observed, almost inassailable ; and the parts of the 
hill where his centre and right were posted, must have been 

> Lei. Col. vol IT. p. ZIS. See Appendix No. IT. 
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exceedingly difficult of approach by hostile forces, because they 
would labour under the disadvantage of having to ascend an 
eminence, probably strengthened by artificial defences and by 
the natural obstacles of brushwood and other inconveniences 
incident to uncultivated ground. It is the only elevated ground 
near Stoke, of sufficient elevation to wairant the word " de- 
sccndit," used by Polydore Virgil, " Comes copias educit, signo- 
qne suia dato in certamen descendit ;" and, after a very careful 
survey of the country for miles roond Stoke, no other eminence 
presents itself worthy of Bacon's appellation, "the brow or 
hanging of a hill," or to which his words "came down" can 
apply, " the earl courageously came down and joyned battel 
with him." 

The bones, coins, and other relics, which have been dug up, 
show that the conffict took place at the spot before mentioned, 
near the Village, and close to, and in the garden of Sir Robert 
Bromley, Bart., in Stoke Fields, and also upon a small portion of 
Elston Fields.^ 

A great part of the church has evidently been rebuilt, and, 
except a Giothic arch communicating from the tower to the body 
of the church, it has not many claims to uitiquity. A few 
brick and slated cottages have of late years been built amongst 
the others, in the village ; but its appearance conveys to the 
spectator, the idea of its having undergone little change for cen- 
turies past. 

The places where the human bones, &c. &c. have been dug 
up, show that the village of Stoke, previous to the battle, was 
occupied by part of Henry's forces, becanse, as it was the Earl 
of Lincoln who commenced the attack, it is obvious, that, if the 
village had been occupied by his troops, the battle would have 
been fought on the north or the north-east side, and not to the 
southward of the village ; besides which, that idea receives cor- 



' I h&Te paid (our TUita to the Seldof the battle of Stoke, tu., in Jniu^ 1823 1 Jium, 
1824; Aufuet, 1S2S i and Beptaober, 1S27. 
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roboration from the expression of Polydore Virgil, in reference 
to Henry's movements : — " Stochum proficiscitur, ac prope 
castra comitis consistit."^ Henry could not have drawn his 
forces out of the village, and approached the camp of the earl, 
if the former had not preoccapied the village. 

This memorable battle was the last that vras fought between 
the adherents to the rival Houses of York and Lancaster (that 
in 1486, called Bosworth Field, being often erroneously so con- 
sidered), in which one of the House of York attempted, by arms, 
to obtain the crown ; and it firmly secured the House of Tudor 
upon the throne of England. The victory was, however, pur- 
chased by a lamentable destruction of homan life : about 4000 
of the insurgents, and half of the van of the royal forces, are 
said to have perished there ; probably a total loss of from 5000 
to 6000 lives. 

What consequences would have ensued to England, if the 
earl had been victorious, though it may be amusing to speculate 
upon them, it is, of course, impossible to form a reasonable con- 
jecture. He had claims to the crown, according to the laws and 
constitution, in due course, after the daughters of King Edward 
the Fourth (supposing the attainders^ of George Duke of 
Clarence, and Sir Thomas Saint Ledger, to be vaUd, and to 
exclade their issue), from his being the eldest son of John de 
la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, and of Elizabeth," second sister of 
King Edward IV. and Richard HI., and daughter of Richard 
Duke of York. He is described as one who possessed talents 
and courage ; and he was encouraged by the known intentions 



' A psBUge, c«lcnUt«d to mialotd, out* in a work, called Tit Beautitt of England and 
Waiet. It cont&ioi &□ asBertion, unsupported bj an; proo^ " that the battle must httTe 
been fought in the plain, between Stoke and Thorpe, nther than Skike and EUton." The 
dear and onqualiflBd itatemmti of the old chroniolen and annalist*, that it waa fought at 
Stoke, the eridenceof the relica dog up, and the tradilioD of the neighbonibood, make it 
however quite certain that it could not have been fought in the ptaee niggeetfld in th«t 

' Bot. Pari. 17 Edwwd IT, and 1 Eichard III. 
■ B«lpb Brooke, Sondford, Dugdale, Baker. 
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of his uncle. King Richard III., who had declared him successor 
to the crown,^ in case that monarch should die without issue ; 
and at his coronation the earl had the honour of carrying the 
ball and cross, whilst the sceptre was confided to his father, the 
Duke of Suffolk.' 

It is very clear, that the earl was not at the battle of Bos- 
worth, fighting on the side of his uncle, not only from the total 
silence of historians,' but from the fact, that his name does not 
appear in the list of noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, who 
were attainted,* when Henry VII. called a Parliament, for taking 
a part in that battle; and also from the fact of his being one of 
the nobles allowed to attend a council of Henry VII.* He 
i^pears not to have acted with sincerity, when he could so far 
demean himself, as to bring the impostor, Lambert Simnel, 
forward as a stalking-horae ^ and, in the words of Bacon, 
" neither did the earl refrain the business, for that he knew the 
pretended Plantagenet to be but an idol. But contrariwise, he 
was more glad it should be the false Plantagenet than the true ; 
because, the false being sure to fall away of himself, and the true 
to be made sure of by the King, it might open and pave a fair 
and prepared way to his own title." He must have been aware 
of the imposture, and appears to have been actively concerned 
in the insurrection, with the intention of benefiting himself, 
and the hope of successfully advancing his own claims to the 
crown. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that, at the time of the Earl 
of Lincoln's death, his grandmother, Cecily Duchess of York, 
was still living ; a woman who was doomed to witness, in her 



I Dugdale, Speed. ' Buok. 

■ Of ooone, I pa; no attentioD to H«ir]''g proclamatioa, publiahed id Ttnke't 
EboracuM, p. 122, which is ta incorrect, as to auert, that the Sari of Linook, the Bad 
of S111T8J, and Lord Lorel, ware alain there. 

• Bot. Pari. 1 Henry VII., toI. »i. See Appendii No. in. 

* See 4 Lei. OiU. p. 210. He alto attended Eenr; VII. in hia Bnt progreu into York- 
ihira. See 4 Lei. CeU. p. 186. 
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own fttmilj, more appalling and extraordinaiy calamities and 
vicissitudes, than are to be found in the history of any individual 
allied to any of the other royal families of Europe ; I might, 
perhaps, even be allowed to go further, and to state, in the known 
history of any other human being. 

Her nephew, Humphrey Earl of Stafford, was slain at the first 
battle of St. Alban's, in 1465 ; his father, Humphrey Stafford, 
Duke of Buckingham, who married her sister, Anue Neville, 
perished at the battle of Northampton in 1460; her husband, 
Bichard Plantagenet, Duke of York, when the crown of England 
was almost within his grasp, and her nephew. Sir Thomas Neville, 
son of her brother, Richard Neville, Earl of Salisbury, and her 
husband's nephew, Sir Edward Bourchier, eon of Henry Earl of 
Ewe, afterwards Earl of Essex, by Isabel his wife, were slain in 
1460, at the battle of Wakefield ; her brother, the Earl of Salis- 
bury, was taken prisoner there, and put to death ; her second son, 
Edmund Earl of Rutland, although a mere child, was, at the same 
time, murdered after the battle, by John Lord Clifford ; her half- 
Dephew, Sir John Neville, commonly called John Lord Neville,' 
brother to Ralph Neville, second Earl of Westmoreland, perished 
in 1461, in the action of Dintingdale, prior to the battle of 
Towton; her nephew, Sir Henry Neville (son of her brother, 
George Neville, Lord Latimer), was made prisoner, and put to 
death after the battle of Banbury, in 1469 ;* her two nephews. 



* Sir John Kerille (oommonlj caUad Jolm Lord Nerillfi), wai Uie brothsr and hdr 
praramptiTe of Bdph NeriUe, nocmd Birl of WwtmoreUiid.— Dugdala'* Sarmagt, 
ToL L pp.290. 899, 800 1 leL Cfali. Tol.iL p. 716 [BOO] i art of •ttainder, 1 Edw«rd IV.(1461), 
S«l. Pari. Tol. T. p. 476 ; Mt of TOTerul of the attainder, lHh and 13t)i Bdmrd IT., 
Jlof. i'wI.ToLTi.p. S4. A remarkable error edrta in Hall's, Holinshed't, and FabTan'i 
ChromcUt, in which it ii itated, that the Earl of Weatmoreland periahed at the battle of 
Towton 1 but, in hot, the firrt Earl of Weatmoreland of that bmi];, died in 4th Heni7TI., 
and the aecoiid Earl of Wettmoreland, in 2nd Bichard IH— Dugdalo'a Barmag*, toL i. 
pp. 290, S99, 300. Sir John Nerille, commonl; called John Lord Nerilla, married Anne, 
the widow of hia nephew, John Nerille (the ton and heir appemnt of Balph, aecond Barl 
of Westmoreland), who died before bii father.— See Chap. TI. 

> It ii atated b; Dngdale, in vol. i. p. S48, that John Tibtoft, Earl of Worceatar, married 
her nicm, Cedlf , daughter of Btobard Nsrille, Earl of Saliebury, and widow of flenr; de 
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Bichard Neville, the great Earl of Warwick, the " proud setter- 
up and puUer-down of kings," and John Neville, Marquis of 
Montague, and her husband's nephew, Humphrey Bourchier, 
Lord Cromwell, the son of Henry Earl of Ewe and Essex, by 
Isabel his wife, were slain at the battle of Bamet, in 1471 ; 
Edward Prince of Wales, who married her great-niece, Anue 
Neville, the daughter of her nephew, the great Earl of Warwick, 
was barbarously murdered, after the battle of Tewkesbury, in the 
same year ; her son George Duke of Clarence, was put to death 
in the Tower of London, iu 1477-8, hia wife Isabel, who was her 
great-niece, having previously died, as was suspected, by poison ; 
her son-m-law, Charles Duke of Burgundy, called Charles the Bold, 
or Charles the Rash, who married Margaret, her third daughter, 
after having by his folly and rashness, impaired his power, and 
placed his dominions in a state of great peril, was alain at the 
battle of Nancy, in 1476-7 ; her eldest son. King Edward IV., 
abandoned a warlike and active life for pleasure and excesses, 
which cut him off in the prime of manhood, iu 1483 ; the first 
husband of her niece, Katherine Neville, William Bonvile, 
Lord Harrington,* was shiin at Uie battle of Wakefield, in 
1460, and the second husband of her niece, William Lord 
Hastmgs, was beheaded, without even the form of a trial, in 
1483 ; her youngest niece, Margaret Neville, married John de 
Vere, Earl of Oxford,' who, during many years of his life, was a 
fugitive or prisoner, whilst she suffered from great poverty, and 



Beaaohamp, Duke of Warwick, and wm eaxmted on Tower Hill, in 1470] but that ia 
■oaroeljroconcileable with what Ilugdale afUrwardtitatesof biimarri^einToLii. p. 41. 

I He ia celled William Bonrik, Lord HairingtoD, in the Olt)%B«^jroi(I>(y, by Balpk 
Brooke, p. 206 ; and William Lord Haningttm, bj Dugdale, in hi* SarMu^, toL iiL 
p.286i and WiUitm liord Bonvile, in the ume woA,ToLi.^581 and 5B6. Hs iraa 
the Km of William Bontile, andEliiabethhii wif^ daughter end heireei of William Lord 
Harrington, and the grandion of William Lord Bonvilc^ who was put to death b; Quean 
Uargaiet and the Lancaetrian leaders, aft^ lite teoond battle of St. Alban'e, in 1461.— See 
Ofal^. IV. and VI. 

> Catalogue <^ SobiUty, jv., b; Balph Brooke, p. 174{ and Dugdale'e Bar. toL L p. 804. 
A dacFepaoo; ii, howerer, apparent in Dugdale'i work, aa be, in another place, erroneoualy 
■tatea, that the Earl of Oxford married Eatberine N'orille—TOl. i- p. 198. 
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her son by the Earl of Oxford, died in confiDement. ia the 
Tower of Loudon, duriiig her husband's exile; her son-in-taw, 
Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, who married her daughter 
Anne, was attainted for his support of the House of Lancaster, 
lived for some time in exile, and was in such poverty, as to be 
obliged to beg his bread, and in 1473, his corpse was found 
stripped naked, on the seashore, near Dover; her two grand- 
sons. King Edward v. and Richard Duke of York, are believed 
to have been murdered ' in the Tower of London, in 148S ; 
her son-in-law, Sir Thomas St. Ledger, who married Anne, 
widow of Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, was executed in 1483, 
at Exeter, and attainted for treason, in joining the unsuccessful 
rebellion of Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckiogham ; and the latter, 
who was her great-nephew, being the grandson of her eister, 
Anne Neville, being deserted by his forces, and betrayed, was, 
about the same time, taken prisoner and beheaded ; her grand- 
son, Edward Prince of Wales, son of King Richard HI. and of her 



I Horatio Wftlpolt^ Earl of Orford, in hii work, ealled Hitlorie Sotillt, hat Mtemplcd 
to diiprore Um charge agutut Bicbanl IILof the tnurder of liunflphe«ra,tbe twopiinoet, 
in the Tower of LoudoD. Ihs work it ourion* uid iotwetting ) bnt that aathor irrmt to 
ban tailed in MinoTing&oniBichard,tba»tigin»of tbia ibookiiig erime. "Si Ton a bit 
de Ini, del jugBtneaa timinirei, ttest lai, qui en e«t oonpable. II eat oertain qu'il enlernu 
Manermix dans la lour [ iU ne pamrent pUu, e'eat ik loi d'en rdpondra;"* andpcrhapi 
tem penoni can read the ramarka on the Sittorie DoaUf.pabliabed b; the Ber.Dr.HiUM, 
and the Ber. Bobert Matter*, in the let and 2nd rolt. JrtJtaologia, pp. S61 and ISS, 
without perceiTing, that what the author of the SMoria Doubtt retiea on at proofe of 
Biohard Ul.'a innocenceyaic Teryablj rebutted bjthoM writers i and that what he term* 
^te coronation roll of King Bichard IIL, in which are item* for robea, Ae. for King 
Edward T. (from whidi be would infir, that the Utter monarch wu aliTe, and eren preeent 
at the coronation of tite fbnoer), la onlj a wardrobe aooonut of Fien Carteja, the king*! 
wardrober, kept from the time of the death of Edward IV., of which the deliTeriea for 
the espeeted coronation, of oouiee^ form a ooneiderable part j bat that the robea, &c., 
alluded to were prepared for the nae of Edwaid T., at hit own intended coronation, and 
not at that of hia uncle, who bxtV effectual meoturee, tbal^ notwithatanding Fien Curteft'a 
arrangementa, th^ ihould never be used for the purpoee whieb he contemplated. That 
idea receitea a atrong conflrmadon from Sir Thomaa More, who, in hia StftoTg tifUt 
Lffi and B»ig% ofEdaard V-, mention* the preparation* for hia coronation. 



' EuiU mr Ut Maun el PBiprit da Ifaiiom, <EuTre* de Toltaire, tome ISme, p. IS. 
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great niece, Qaeen Anne, through whom she naturally expected 
the honour of being the ancestress of a line of English Monarchs, 
died in 1484 ; and the childless Queen, his mother, a few months 
afterwards, followed him to the tomb ; her youngest son, King 
Richard III., was slain at the battle of Boswortb. in 1485; and 
her grandson, John de la Pole, Earl of Lincob, perished in 1487, 
at the battle of Stoke.* 

She died in 1495;^ after three princes descended from her, 
had succeeded to the crown of England, without taking into 
the account her grand-daughter, Elizabeth, Queen of Henry VII., 
tuid more than one had been murdered; and, by her death, 
was saved the additional affliction of the loss of her grandson, 
Edward Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick, the last male of the House 
of Plantagenet, who was tyrannically and wickedly put to death, 
in 1499, by Henry VII. 

On a reference to the following Pedigrees, although they only 
give some portions of the descents and aUiances of the illustrious 
Houses of Plantagenet and Neville, the reader will observe the 
degree of consanguinity or connection in which each of the before- 
mentioned distinguished but unfortunate personages stood, with 
reference to Cecily Duchess of York. It would be foreign to 
the object of this work, and would be an undertaking of great 
labour and difficulty, to give on a more extensive scale, the 
pedigrees of either of those Houses. 

After perusing such a list of frightful calamities, occurring 
in the lifetime of a single individual, to the members of her own 
family, the reader may rejoice in living in a civiUzed e^, under 
the mild and gentle sway of a Sovereign of the House of 
Brunswick, and may well exclaim of the Duchess of York, in the 

■ Hkll, Btoon, Bakar ) Catalogue of jrMUty, ^o. }>j Balph Broob ; DngtUle'i Bar^ 
Sir T. Mora, HattoD, PoL Tirgil, Sudfonl, Buika, Walpole ; Acta of Attainder, Sot. Fori. 
17 Bdmrd IT, 1 Bkhud IIL, 1 Eenty TIL, and 3 Rearj TIL — See Pedigne*, 
No*. 1, 2, and 3. 

> Sha oatlired her hmband, Bichard Duke of York, tbirtj-flTe yean, died at tbe Castle 
of Berkbampeted, on the 81ft of May, 1495, ok. 10th of Henry TH., and wai intemd t^ 
the body of her huaband, at Fotheringay.— Bandfbrd'a Omealoffieal Eutoij, p. 369. 
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language of Voltaire, whilst narrating the misfortunes of the 
Royal House of Stuart : — ■" II n'y a pas d'exemple sur la terre 
d'une suite de calamites, aussi aiugulieres et aussi horribles, que 
celles qui avaient afflige toute sa maison." 

" Que lea hommes prives, qui ae plaignent de leur petites 
infortunea, jettent les yeux aur ce prince, et sur sea ancStres."' 

■ Praeu du Siiclo do Louu XT., (BuTrw de Toltaiie, toms 22, pp. £10 and 223. 
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FIELD OF THE BATTLE 

at 

EVESHAM. 



As the battle of Evesham iraa not fought in the fifteenth ceotuy, it 
would not have beeo noticed here, if it had not been for the carcnm- 
staiice of mjr having visited the field of battle a few months before 
this work was sent to the press. Very little information, however, 
respecting that sanguinaiy conflict, can be obtained by inquiry upon 
the spot. 

Ou the 28th and 29th of May, 1856, 1 vinted the field of battle, 
which was fought on the 4tfa of August, 1266, between the fiirces <£ 
King Henry III., under the command of his eldest son Prince Edward, 
and those of Simon de Montfort, Eail of Leicester, and the rebellions 
barons, and terminated in the defeat of the Utter with great slaughter. 

The battle was fought in the spot now enclosed fields, upon the 
elevated tract of ground, adjoining the turnpike rood from Evesham 
in Worcestershire, to Alcester and Warwick, very near a house called 
Battle-well House (which stands on the left side of the road in going 
from Evesham), and also near the tollbar, called Battle-well Gate, 
and almost a mile and a quarter from Evesham. 

A lane turns off from the tnm^ke road near the tollbar, towards 
the rivor Avon, by which the defieated farces are said to have fled, and 
to have attempted to descend to the meadows, in order to cross the 
Avon, at a place now called Offenham Ferry. The lane was, until 
about 1741, the great high road from Worcester towards London. 
An old man, named Thomas Price, who lives at the lodge of the 
mansion belonging to Mrs. Blaiuey, which is utoated on the side of 



.dbyGOOgIC 



204 CHAP. IX. 

BATTLE OP EVESHAM. 

the turnpike road, opposite to Battle-well House, and, confieqnently, 
upon the apot vhere the conflict took place, and vho has resided 
there moat of his life, informed me, that many jeara ago, he recollected 
eeeiug a battle-axe, which, with some human bones, bad been ploughed 
up in a field, close to Battle-well House. A bridge is said to have 
formerly stood at OSenham Ferry, and some appearances of masonry, 
seemingly of the pier of the bridge, may still be discovered at the 
ferry. Close to it the ground is a little nused, and that spot is called 
" Dead Han's Height," or " Dead Man's Bank," where human 
remains and fragments of weapons, are said to have been formerly 
discovraed, as well as in an orchard very near there, called " Twyners." 
About two miles on the opposite side of the ferry, is a stone quarry 
upon a hill, at South Littleton, which was also in the line of retreat, 
and human bones, and parts of weapons, are said to have been found 
there, about thirty years ago. 

In the beautiful grounds of £. T. Rudge, Esq., of Abbey Manor, 
near the field of battle, a small piUar has been erected with the 
following inscription :— 

ON THIS SPOT ^ 
IN THE BEIQH OF HBNBT III 

THE BATTLE OP ETESHAH 

WAS POnOHT AUOUBT IV 1365 

BETWEEN THE KINO's POBCBS COHHANDBD BT HIB ELnEBX BOS 

FBINCB BnWABD 

AMU 

THB BABONS CHDBB 

SIHON DE HONTFOBT EABL Of LEICBSTEB; 

IN WHICH 

THB P&INCE BT HIS SKILL AND VALODB 

OBTAINED A COHFLETB VICTOBT, 

AND 

THE KABL WITH BIB ELDEST BON HENBT DE HONTFOBT, 

BIQUTBEN BABONB, ONE HDNDBED AND SIXTY ENIOHTS, 

AND 

POCK THOUSAND BOLDJEBS, 

WEBB SLAIN IN TBB BATTLE. 

' It will periupi occur to tlM mukr, from what has been cixfadj mentioaed, Uwt tke 
word* " H«*r thii *pol)" would be taoze •ppMpriate ind correct, than " On thii tpot." 
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BAENET. 



Warwiet (woondod). — " Ah, who ii nigh t come to m^ tneai, oi foe. 
And Ml me, who ii tiotor, Tork or Wanrich t 
Why uk I Uut t Hj muigM bcNl; ihowt, 
Hjr blood, mj want of atrength, my sick heart shows, 
That I must yield my body to the earth. 
And by m; Ul, the oonquest to my foe." 

Sbakbbfubb'r Bnry V7. part 3, act <r. eoeoe Z. 
iA Fuld of BatlU, near Banttl.) 

Thz Battle of Barnet iras fought on the 14th of April, 1471, at a 
place formerly called Oladmore Heath, bat which is now completely 
enclosed, aboat a mile north-west from Bamet, in the county of 
Middlesex, between the Yorkists, under King Edward IV., and the 
Lancastrians, commanded by Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick,^ the 
King-Maker, in which the latter was slain, and the Yorkists were 
completely victorious, 

I visited the field of battle on the 9tb of July, 1856. The accounto 
of the battle given by the old historical writers are so imperfect, that 
they do not throw any light upon the precise positions which the 
hostile armies reapectiTcly occupied ; and I could not, when upon the 
spot, obtain much new information of moment, relative to the battle. 

After Edward IV. had returned from the Continent, and had landed 
at Ravenspor, in Yorkshire, he proceeded to York, and from thence 



' RiohwdNeraieiBarlorWarwick.— 8e8ffliap.n.p.a4,ni 



.dbyGoOgIC 



BATTLE OF BAKNET. 

towards London ; and the Earl of Warwick, who was posted with his 
forces at Coventry, marched from it in pnrsnit of him : — 

)F«rw»afe— " I wjO mrBy toirarda Binut praaoitlj. 

And bid thn battle, Edwud, if thou dui'L" 

SHAxmuxs'a £«wy FT. put in. act t. mmw fi. 

The Earl of Warwick expected that the city of London would hold 
oat against Edward, nntil he conld arrive to its relief. On his 
march, he rec^ved the disastnms tidings, that Edward had heen joy- 
fully received into London ; that Henry VI. was a prisoner ; and that 
Warwick's s<m-in>law, George Dnke of Clarence,' had renoonced his 
engagements, and bad gone over, near the town of Warwick, with 
all his forces, to Edward. 

The Earl of Warwick was now in a situation of great peril, and, 
under other circumstances, would probahly have attempted a retreat, 
hut he was in the &ce of a superior army, and was some days' march 
from any place of safety ; he was too &r advanced to retreat ; and, al- 
though Clarence ofTered his mediation between Edward and Warwick, 
the latter proudly rejected it, and resolutely prepared for battle. 

Edward had the superiority of numbers, as his army had become 
greatly increased, since Clarence had deserted the Earl of Warwick, 
and had joined the Yorkists. 

During the night preceding the battle, the Earl of Warwick and 
the Lancastrians were encamped on Gladmore Heath, on the north- 
westward side of Bamet, and they had posted a small advanced guard 
in that town. Edward, having advanced from London to Bamet, dis- 
lodged the few Lancastrian forces posted in it, and drove them towards 
the main body ; he, however, did not euSer his men to remain in the 
town, but encamped in the open field, nearer Ins enemies than they 
were aware ; and one old writer states, that he caused his people to 
keep as silent as possible, in order to prevent the Lancastrians from 
knowing the exact position of his army.' 

Both parties used artillery;' and some historians atate,^ that they 

' OeoigB Dub of Clarence.— See Cbap. Til. 

1 Holinihed's CktomeUi, toL L fb. 684. 

* Ld. CoU. voLi lb.C01| Holinthed.voLL fa. 684: HS. Ohnmiele bj Warkworth, 
printed bj the Oamden Socde^, p. 16. Holinihed, hoireter, atatoi, that Edward would 
not allow hif gun* to be bed dnring the night, in order that the eatxaj might not ba 
aware of the asMt poaition of tbe Torkiat*. 
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fired at each other, in the coane of the iiight. We are also told, that 
the guns of the Earl of Warwick, were conatantly fiied at Edward's 
fotcea duiing the oi^tj but with little effect, in conseqaeiice of orer- 
shootiitg tbem, from their lying nearer than was sapposed.' 

On Easter Sunday, the 14th of April, 1471, the day commenced 
with a thick fog, and both armies were placed in order of battle. 
On Edward's part, the van mm commanded by Bichard Dake of 
Gloucester ;■ the middle, by Edward in person, assisted by the Dnke 
of Clarence (having with them King Henry as a prisoner) ; and the 
rear was under the command of Lord Hastings;' besides whidi, 
Edward had a considerable body of men in reserve. 

The Earl of Warwick gave the command of the Lancastrian right 
wing, which consisted of horse, to his brother, the Marquis Mon- 
tague,* and the Earl of Oxford;' the left wing, also consisting in 
a great measmc of horse, was under the command of the Earl of 
Warwick and the Buke of Exeter ; ' and the middle, which consisted 
prindpally of archers and bill-men, was commanded by the Duke of 
Somerset.' 

The battle commenced very early in the morning, Edward having 
between four and five o'clock, advanced his bsnners, and caused his 
trumpets to sound for battle ; and as soon as the opposite forces got 
sight of each other, the conflict commenced with archery, and they 
shortly afterwards, encountered each other with hand blows. In con- 
sequence of the fog, the armies were inadvertently not drawn up 
exactly opposite each other ; the Earl of Warwick's right wing, nnder 
the command of the Earl of Oxford, extending a little beyond Edward's 
left, which stood to the westward ; and in consequence of it, that part 
of his army was rather overmatched;* and we may readily believe, 

■ Sm note 2, p. 208. 

* BiobwdDuluofabaoertw.— SMCaup».Tn.4ndTIIL 

■ WiUiam Loid Huting*.— See duip. TI. 

* John HerilltvUArqauMoiilagne.— See C1u{i.II.p.a7,Dcite4; and Olup. TI. p. 118, 
ootoS. 

1 John Barl ofOifoTa.— See Obep. Tm. 

* HeiU7 Holland, Dnke of Bxetei.— Bee Chap. IV. p. H, note S. 
7 Edmund Beanfort, Dnke of Somenwl.— See Chap. Til. 

* Holinibed'* dirvmelet, toLL fb.684 In Ur. Hntton'a mteretting work upon the 
BatiU qf Batmulk, Introduotion, p.xzx., be givea a different acooont, and Etatei that 
Warwiok'i left ei1«nded toward* the east, and br outranked Edward'i right. 
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tbat firom the same cause, Edward's right wing outflanked Warwick's 
left. By reason of that drcumstance, and the fierceness and intre- 
pidity, with which the Earl of Oxford attacked his enemies, he had at 
first a considerable degree of success ; he broke a part of the ranks of 
the Yorkists, and sererat of the fugitives fled to London, and gave out 
that the Ijaucsfitrians were victorious. This, however, proved to be of 
no eventual advantage, and gave no encouragement to the other forces 
of Warwick, because the fog prevented their being fiilly aware of it ; 
beside which, some of Oxford's men commenced pillaging, instead of 
fi>llowing up their first success. An unfortunate mistake also occurred 
in consequence of the fog : the device of the Earl of Oxford, a star 
with rays, being mistaken for that of Edward, the snn in splendour; ' 
and the Lancastrian archers shot at Oxford's troops, which caused 
Oxford and many of his men to suppose it to be the efiect of treachery, 
and to quit the field. 

The Duke of Gloucester gave proofs of the undaunted courage and 
daring spirit, for which he was always conspicuous, and which his 
enemies have never ventured to deny ; he fought valiantly against the 
Lancastrians J and his two esquires, John Milwater and Thomas Parr, 
were slain at his feet. 

Warwick, at the head of his troops, attacked the part of the Yorkist 
army, in which Edward was; and the battle was for a long time, 
obstinate and bloody. Edward, however, brought up his reserve at an 
opportune moment, and at length, the Earl of Warwick was slain, and 
a complete victory was obtained by Edward, over the Lancastrians. 
John Neville, Marquis Montague, and several knights, of whom Sir 
William Tyrrel was one, also perished. The Dnke of Exeter was 
wounded, and left for dead upon the field, from seven in the morning, 
until fonr in the afternoon, when be was brought to the house of one 
of his servants named Buthland. where he was attended by a sui^eon ; 
he was conveyed to sanctuary at Westminster, and afterwards went 
abroad. The Duke of Somerset and the Earl of Oxford fled, in the 
company of some northern men, towards Scotland ; hut changing their 
plans, Somerset made for Wales, in order to join Jasper Earl of Pem- 
broke ; and Oxford escaped to France, from whence, be not long after- 
wards returned, witli some men, and seized the fortress of St.Michael's 

' Edtrard'a Aerioe at the Sun in Splendour, was adopted from Uie pwhelion Men at the 
battle of Mortimar't Croaa.— Seo Chap. T. pp. TZ, 73. 
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Mount, OQ tbe coast of Cornwall, which be held for aereral months, 
agunst King Edward's forces. 

On King Edward's side, there were slain, Lord Cromwell ; ' Lord 
Saye;' Sir Humphrey Bourchier, son of John LordBemers;* Sir 
John Lisle; * and about 1500 meo; but the loss on the Lancastrian 
side is stud to have amounted to about double that number, Edward 
having given orders not to give an; quarter. Most of the alaiti were 
buried on the phun where they had fallen, and where, according to 
Stow, a chapel was afterwards built, in memray of them, of which 

I Hamphraj Bonnihisr, third wii of Ktarj Bouniliier, Barl of Ilium-, numed 3<mn, 
daughter of Bioh«rd Stanhope^ aud nieca and oo-hnr of Balph Lord Cromwell, of Tatthall, 
had lummana to FtrliameDt, in 1, 2, 6, and 9th of Edward 17., bj the title of Lord 
Ototnwell, waa slain at the battle of Bartiet, Utt no ianie, and wai interred in Weatminiter 
Abbcj. — Dngdale't Baiwu^, toL ii. fo. 183. 

> William Fienea, lord Saye, soMseded his &thcT, Jamea Viaatt Lord S»j», who waa 
pat to death bj Jack Cade and hi« mob, in Cbeapeide, in London, in 14GI. Hia too, 
'William Lord Saje, npon the arriTal in Sngland of the Str]t of Maroh and Warwick, in 
1460, joined them, and autrched with them igainit King Heniy TI., to Iforthampton. 
In 1468, he attended Xing Edward, with hia anny, to the North, for the reoorerj of tbs 
eaatle* in NorthomberUnd, tbm held b; the Lanoaatriaiii, and in the lame jear, waa made 
Tice-Admiral under the Eari of Warwick, than High AdmiraL He aMompanied Edward 
the Fourth, in 1470, wban he waa driven out of the kingdom bj the Barl of Warwick, and 
afterward* landed with Edward at Bavenipur, and fought for him, and ww alain at the 
battle of BameL 

* John Bourchier, Lord Bemcra, waa the fourtli ion of William Bourdlier, Earl of Bwe 
{eee Ohap. TL p. US, note 8). John Lord Bemen' eldeat nn. Sir Humphrey Bourchier, 
•lain in hie fither'a liletime, fightirg on Edward'* part, at the battle of Bamet, wa* 
inlwred in Weatainat«F Abbe;, and left by Blitabeth, hia wifcs daughter and heir of Sir 
Frederick Tilney, and widow of Sir Thomaa Howard, John Bourchier, Lord Bernera, hia 
eon and heir, and another eon, Sir Thomae Bourchier, who joined Henry Barl of lUah' 
mond, upon hii march towardi Boeworth Eidd, and took part with him in that battle. — 
Pugdale'* Bannagt, toL iL fo. 132. 

* There were alain on Bdward't part, at the battle of Bamci, Moording to HoUnihed — 
Lord Ctamwell, Lord Bayc^ Lord Montjoye'i aon and heir, and Sir Humphrey Bourchier, 
•on of Lord Bernera ; according to Speed, Lord Oromwell, Lord Bourchier, Lord Bamea 
[Q a a r a Beroer*], eon and bar to the Lord Saye, and Sir John Liriei aooordiag to Stow, 
Humphrey Bourduer Lord Cromwell, Henry Bourchier, wn of Lord Bernera, and Bir 
John Lille ; according to HiU, and lo Grafton, Sir Humphrey Bonrehier, eon of Lord 
Bernera, but no other penon of any oote j aooording to a letter from Sir John Faaton 
to hia mother, publiahed in Fenn'e CMeetiom of Original Lattert, toL ii. p. 6G, Lord 
Cromwell, Lord Saye, and Sir Humphrey Bourchier; and, aooording to Warkworth'a 
ClimieU, Lord Cromwell eon and heir to the Earl of Seeex, Lord Bamea' [QiMr* 
Bemer*'] aon and heir. Lord Say<^ and others. 
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there aie now oo remaiiu ; but he Btatet, that wbeD he wrote, it was a 
dwelling-houBe, and the npper portions remained. Some <^tbe bodies 
of the persons who had been of a higher rank, are said to have been 
removed, and interred in the diarch in Anstin Friara, London. 

The bodies of the Earl of Warwick, and the Marqnis Monti^ne, 
were conrejed in a cart to London, and for three days lay in Saint 
Paul's Cathedral Church, with their &ces exposed to view, so that do 
persou could doubt their deaths; and they were then buried with their 
ancestors, in Biaham Abbey, in Berkshire, where they remained until 
the diasoIutioD of moDastecies, when the abbey was destroyed, and all 
knowledge of the exact spots where they were interred, is now 
foi^tten. 

Such was the end of the career of the great, valiant, and powerful 
Earl of Warwick, who has been not incorrectly described as the " proud 
setter-np and puUer-down of Kings," ' and who had been mainly 
instrumental in dethroning Henry VI. and making Edward IV. a 
King ; and again, in dethroning Edward, and restoring Henry. 
Warwiet (wooocUd). — " For wholir'd Xing, but I could dig his gnre? 

And who dunt Bmila, when Wirwick brait hi* brow ? 
Lo, DOW mj gloi7 ■mesr'd in dust and Uoodl 
Mj pAib, D^ wiUu, m; minon that I bad, 
Eren now fbnake nwi and of all mj Undi^ 
Ii nothing laft mc^ but mj body's Isngth ! 

SsmaniAa's Memy VI. part iil act *. Mene 2. 
(A Field <if BattU mar BanuL) 

From the accounts given by the old historians,* it is clear that 
cannons or some otiier description of firearms were used at the battle 
of Bamet. Besides which, W. Hutton, F.S.A., states that the keeper 
of the Bed Cow Tavern, near the obelisk after mentioned, jH«served a 
hall of a pound and a half weight, which he dug oat of the ground.' 

An obelisk of stone, apparently about eighteen or twenty feet high, 
commemorative of the battle,* and of the place ' where it was fought, 
was erected by Sir Jeremy Sambroke, Bart., in 1740. 

■ ShakMpnra'i Smrr VI. part iiL act iiL ucoe 8. It i* ramarkaUB, that in the nma 
tragedyjin aot ii MMie 3, Bhakcapean MnTc^i tha lame aentinMnt, but in diflermt words, 
'"SbiOa Mtter-up and plnokei^down of Kings." 

> Eoluuhsd,ToLi. fb.6Ui LeL Cbl. toL L p. eoi. 

■ Hutton'i BotiBOTtk lUld, Intradnotion niv. 

* Hutlon's BatKortii Fitld, Introdnotioii zuh, 

* Aooording to Lyaons, antiqturies hays diSered in their opnimi, ni 
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It stands about a mile beyond Bamet, and just beyond tbe small 
village of Hadley, and ia in the county of Middlesex, but near the 
borders of Hertfordshire, and on the right side of the high road, close 
to the point where the roads diverge in oue direction to South Mims 
and St. Alban's, and in tbe other to Hatfield. 

It stood originally close to the tavern called the Two Brewers, to 
which it is still very near ; but about fourteen or fifteen years ago, it 
was removed thirty-two yards more towards the South Mims aide, 
where it now stands.^ 

The obelisk is often called Hadley High Stone, and contains the 
following inscription ; — 

HEBS WAS 

FOUGHT THE 

FAUOns BATTLE 

BETWEEN EDWABD 

THE 4tH and the 

EAJlb or WABWICK 

APBIL THE 14th 

ANKO 

1471 

IN WHICH THE EARL 

WAS DEFEATED 

AND SLAIN. 



osrning tbe nact spot wherc the bsttU wm fought : M>me suppoiuig that it wu feoght 
near the obeliak ; others, on Monkey Head Plun, mora to (be north, nitbin Enfield Obaae. 
Ljions' Ennrons of Lcndoit, toI. it. p. 2. 

' A. raspeolabb person, who had formerl; long resided oloee to it, mentioned to me the 
drcumataDoe, of ita harii^ been remored, aa above stated, and abo that be had known it 
during Sf^-sii jeara. He alio stated, in repi; to m; iuquiriea, that he did not know of 
his own knowledge, that any rehce of the battle had been diecorered ; but that be had 
beard of anoh dueoTeriea formerly. 

In itriot order of datee, the acooont of tbe Field of tbe Battle of Barnet, ought to hare 
preceded that of the Field of the Battle of Tewkeabiu? ; but that could not be done with- 
out inoouTeuienoe, b«cBuae themanueoriptof the other parts of tbe woric bad been written, 
and tJie envngements bad been nude for printing (hem, before tbe author had fiaited the 
place where the battle of Barnet waa fon^t, or had written an aooount of it. 
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CHAPTER X. 



ON THS 

GENERAL USE OF FIREARMS 
BY THE ENGLISH, 

IN THS PIFTBBNTH OBNTDBT.' 



(,Bnter,imli»waUt,aaMiultrOiimur and iU Son.) 
Matter Qmmtr. — " 8uTah, thou koow'tt how OAbtaa i* beneg'd, 

And how the Bnglwh h«Te tb« nbnrtia won. 
80m. — " EUhcr, I know g and oft havs ihot at thorn, 

Howtfsr, nnfiirtimBte, I miu'd mj aim. 
IbtUr Qmmtr. — ** But now thon ihalt not. Be tboti ml'd by me ; 

Chief Matter Gtmner am lofthu towni 

Something I mnit do to pnwiue me gnoe. 

The '2nMi* eepial* have infonnsd me, 

How the Thigli'li, in the mbnTba oloae intntioh'd. 

Wont, thnugh a woi«t grate of iron ban 

In jonder tower, to orerpcnr the atj \ 

And tbenoa diMOrer how, with moat adTantage, 

The; may tez ni, with ihot, at wilii utatilt. 

To intercept thi* inoonTenieoce, 

A pieoe of ordnance 'gainit it I Ime jdacTd i 

And ftiUy eren these three dap hare I watch'd 

If I ODuld lee them." 

Shakhpubs'i Hmrji VI. part 1, aot i. M«ie 4. (B^flon OrUoM.) 

It is a &ct admitted by historians, that in the reign of King 
Edwu*d III., the English, not unfrequently, made use of caanons 
in sieges, during their wars with the French ; but whether they 

1 The paper upon the Oennal Um of Firoums by the Bngliih, in the fifteenth raotnrj, 
watreadbafbreameetingof theSooietjof Antiqiuuieaof London,on the let of Febmar j, 
18G6, and the thank* of the meeting wera Toted for it to the anthor. 
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ever used them in the open field, in the fourteenth century, as 
has been asserted, is a point which may well be doubted. 

History is replete with instances of the extreme caution and 
reluctance, with which the English adopt innovations upon 
ancient cixstoms, even when recommended by the probability of 
improvement. Their implicit belief in the excellence of the long 
bow, and the proud recollection of the splendid victories which 
they had obtained by means of it, would, for a considerable 
period of time, render it a useless task, to attempt to convince 
them, of the superiority of the newly discovered miUtary engines. 
Until their efficacy had been often proved, their shape and 
worbmanship had attained some degree of perfection, and the 
artificers employed in their production, had become sufficiently 
skilful, to make different kinds and sizes, one description of 
which was portable, and was eventually called Hand Cannon, 
Hand Gun, or Hand Culverin, and, subsequently, Harquebuss, 
Arquebuse, Haquebut, Hackbut and Hagbut, the origin of the 
modem Musket, the advantages of the receatly discovered en- 
gines of war, would be very slow in disclosing themselves ; and 
would by no means be sufficiently obvious, to induce a warlike 
nation, precipitately to admit them into general use. 

The change in the art of war, by the application of gunpowder 
to miUtary purposes, was extremely slow and gradual. 

If any person, ignorant of, or not reflecting upon, that circum- 
stance, should ask, at what period the ancient weapons were laid 
aside, and firearms introduced in their stead ; the answer is 
readily and correctly given. There never was such a period. 
More than two centuries elapsed, after the common application 
of gunpowder to warlike purposes in Europe, before the EngUsh 
and the other European nations, entirely relinquished the use of 
bows and arrows, and in lieu of them, but by slow degrees 
adopted the use of firearms. 

Archery for the purposes of war, had not been altogeUier 
abandoned in this country, even at the breaking out of the civil 
war, in the reign of Charles I. 
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It haa been correctly remained by Mr. Grose, in his Military 
Antiquities} that there is amongst old soldiers, a great dislike to 
innovations, bccauae, by adopting new weapons, and, conse- 
quently, a new exercise, the old and expert soldiers find them- 
selves in a worse state than new recruits, as they have not only 
a new exercise to learn, but also the old one to forget. 

Indeed, as late as the year 1557, so evenly did the public 
opinion run, between the comparative efficacy of the ancient and 
new systems, that in that year, by an act of Parliament (of the 
4th and 5th of Philip and Maiy),' respecting the providing of 
armour and weapons, various persons, in Wales, Lancashire, and 
Cheshire, were required to provide and keep a haquebut ; or, in 
lieu of one, the alternative was given to each of them, to keep a 
long bow and sheaf of arrows, in such instances, where he was 
required by that act, to provide himself with the fcmner. 

Some interesting and curious examples may be foond of the 
use of cannons of various kinds, by the English, in their wars 
with the French, in the fourteenth century, in the reign of 
Edward III. -^ but although it is indi^utable that they were 
then made use of in neges, and in the defence of for- 
tified places, there does not appear to be any evidence, that 
they were made use of in that century, in the field, by the 



> ToLL p. 160. ' statute of 4th and fith Philip anii Muy, c. ii. ■■ 17. 

) Sae HalluD'a BUa» of :&irop« dwimg Ou JEdtOt Agar, toI. L pp. 361 snd 869. Sea 
•1m Jrckfoloffia, Tol.ixiiL p. 879. In Hallsm's taloited work on the Sfatt of JiWrop* 
durinff tka iBddle A ffn,rol. I pp.S61 andSSS, and in tlwnotM to tliaii,are soineTalD- 
able obsarratinu on ths early introduotion of gnnpowdor. He appear* to ooiuider it of 
eaatem inrention, and aaoribes to the Hoora, with ererj appeannce of prababilitf , the in- 
trodnotioii of it into Europe, and mentioni aotne nrj earlj inatancee of the uae of eaiiiiOQi 
in the fourteenth oentorj. He eren retera to a writer who tMOtiB to mention the uae of 
gunpowder in anginea of war, in 1249. 

An intereatiDg pn>of of the uae of cannon and other engine* b/ (he French during 
the siege of a fertreaa in the fbnrtoenth century, ia given in tbe BoMi Parliamentomm 
of thelitKofaardll. (1377). A parliamentary prooeeding, in the nature of animpeaoh- 
toent, wa* inilitated agaiutt William de Weeton, an Engliah oonunander, who bad bean 
intnuted b; King Edward III. (" jady* Boy d'EogL' aiel ilra 8r le Boy q'oie eat") with 
the ouatody of (he oaetle of Outhrowyk, and who wae charged with banng iiqnoperiy 
nurrmdared it to the enemy i "en tempa de meame nre Sr le Boy q'ore eat, Ten^bairan 
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English ;' and the defective construction of the cannons of the 
time of Edward III., and the silence of the English and French 
historians, raise very strong doubts, whether they ever were so 
used at that period. 

dit tu«L" Id the SDBwar of WiUUm do Weston, whioli ia giTeu at length, it u it»ted, 
that he h«d not enffldeDt foroee to defend the cMtle; andekothat theeneni7,hi bedeging 
it, had " IX gKM«ai oanon*, nn gnmt sngyn, et nn trebiuhet," • • • • 



"Btdeini brief temp* qitea, ill oomeaeeront a tr 
t mai otmtijiaeront de jota en antte lonr aMatt " 



M mnn en plnaouia liani fenimt cnfeblei par lour mfTTaiHonara ordinaniiea " 



" Item tneama oaM ni^ 1m enflmj* flront attrera toutea loim ordhiancea dca engina, 
tnfanohett, e( caiunu." • 

There i* not an; eridenoe of the perii>d when the inrentionDf gonpowdei tookplaoe; 
hat Ihegenaralopmionof antiquarie* appean to be, that it waiadiMorerjof Taijremote 
antiqai^ I that its nae ma; be dated haok oentnriea befon it* Brat ^plication to the pni- 
poiaa of warj and that for a to; long p«nod of time after ila inToition, it waa merel; 
need (more partionlari; in Ana) E» lecKattre flmrorki^ and brilliant apeotaolea. Whilit 
on tha inhjaot of finvoib, it niif be adriiable to mention hete^ that tb^ were m oom- 
mon oia in Bniope in the Uteeoth etntor;. Fireworka m mentioned bj Philip de 
OomiDiDei,t a* harii^ hem thrown for anmement into the ab, and aAerwarda nmning 
flamii^ on the gronnd, at Ertampea, aflm the battle of Hantl'hef;, in 1466. We aUo 
kan from the aaoie anthorit;, an init«Tii» in 1494, of arswork* having been exhibited at 
Toiiae, from the ateeplee of the oit;, and pieoea of artiller; having baen diiaharged.tt 

' Tbs deiaotiTe ooMtraotion of gma during m; man; jean after the battle of Oeao;, 
and the want of akilL in the art of gnnnei;, aa wall aa the ailoioe of the Engliih and 
Vrenbh hiatAriana, aeem ahnoat ooDdnaiTa againat the om of them at that battle, 
•Ithoogh the oontnr; baa been aeemted. 

Tbtte >■ an mtenaling uid Taliiable paper, whieh wa* written b; the Bot. Joaeph 
Hunter, P.BA^ and pnbliabed in the JrehmoUgia, toL ixxiL p. S79, which oontaina man; 
proob of the Dae of gunpowder and oannoni in the time of Edward m. ; bat, although it 
mnat be adEoittod that the eridenoe whieh he addooaa ii qnite anffident to allow that the; 
were then in uae for the purpois of beaieging towni and foilnaiija,'he doee not bring 
forward an; proofi, or eren any atrong reaaon, for our inppoaing that the; were erw need 
in the open field, during the reign of Edward m. 

' Set. Pari. 1 Biehard U., 1877, toI. iii. p. 10. It alio frmuihei another proof, in 
addition to others, of the French emplopng Oenoeaa eroaa-bownien in their ware j aa 700 
of them an than) mentioned, aa employed b; the French at the aiege. 

t Philip de Conuninea, book 1, oh. t. pp. 18 and 14. 

tt md. book 7, oh. IT. p. 816. 
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It is, however, the nse of them in the fifteenth century, to 
which our attention is at present to be devoted. Although 
writers admit the occasional use of cannons and other firearms 
■ by the English, in that century, it has been commonly imagined, 
that they were not generally used by them tmtil the following 
one. I, therefore, shall endeavour to show, that that idea 
is not correct, and that in the fifteenth century, firearms of 
various descriptions and sizes, were in general use by them, 
as principal and important military weapons ; that they appear 
seldom to have undertaken any warlike expedition of magni- 
tude without them ; that they constantly attacked and defended 
towns and fortresses with them; that th^ used them in the 
open field ; and also, that there is some evidence of guns 
being in use even on shipboard. The English, as early as in 
the middle of that century, were also sometimes armed with 
portable guns, or small anus, then called Hand Coulevrines, or 
hand guns ; and they are expressly mentioned by Monstrelet 
by the name of "Coulevrines a main," and he states, that they 
were reserved to the English, at Caen, in 1450, when they 
capitulated under the Duke of Somerset. This was consider- 
ably earlier than the period, when Mr. Grose, in his work 
on Mititary Antiquiiiea} supposes that they were first used 
in England ; as he mentions the year 1471, on the occasion of 
the landing of Edward IV. at Ravenspnr, as the period of their 
introduction into this country. 

Monstrelet, as will be afterwards noticed, mentions "Petis 
Canons " as having been carried in eight little boats across the 
Seine, by the English, in attacking Pont de I'Arche, in 1418, 
which, and also the " Artillerie menue," occasionally mentioned 
by him, probably apply to guns of a size small enough to be 
portable." 

' QiOMi'* JflMofy ^•<t3wJiw,ToLLp.l5S,andToLii.p.291. 

'Itubfiio mesTu improbAble, that ())B"bHloiu kf«n," tba nston of whkh, boot 
daar, kdTOtad to by Monatnlet, u with the oohto; brought up by th« Bnghih, 
in bnidgiiig Orleaoi in 1128, were eome kind of portable fiiwraM. He eerenl timet 



.dbyGoOgIC 



318 USE OF F1BEARM8 BT THE BNOLIBH CHAP. X. 

We cannot well entertain doubts of the fact of the English 
having made use of portable firearma in the fifteenth century, 
when we reflect that there is undisputed historical evidence of 
the use of them, at that period, by continential nations, who ■ 
reckoned them by thousands in their armies ; and that before 
the close of that century, they appear to have been even used on 
the Continent by cavalry as well as by infantry.' 

Very early in the fifteenth century, firearms varied very mnch 
in size, appearance, and denomination ; and even as early as in 
the year 1406, the Duke of Buigundy and the King of France, 
in preparing for the siege of Calais, had, according to Mon- 
strelet, "bombardes, canons, artilleries," &c. &c. We also learn 
from the same authority, that in 1430, in raising the siege of 
Compeine, which was defended by the English, the Duke of 
Burgundy was obliged to abandon his ordnance, consisting of 
" bombardes, canons, vet^liures, serpentines, coulevrines, et 
autre artilleries." 

The word Artillery, and also the word Engine, did not, how- 
ever, apply in the fifteenth century exclusively to cannons ; for 



QM* that expieanoi], putionlarij in dwoiibiiig the war* of the Bnrgmidiaiu and Fmich. 
It on^t, howerer, to be meationBd ben, that with refsreooe to the attaok by the Burgau- 
diani apon Farii,m 1460, he OMfl the eipreMioti, "oanoni eerpeatina, e( aatree baaton* 
de ponldra et a feo, afao trut de baetons inuuiblea a Huun." During the earlj part 
aad middle of tbe QAeenth eeatarj, if gan-titzTiMgu wwe oooatknuUj Died, Oaj oartiinly 
wen not alwaji adopted ; and whan oaononi bad to be tnuuported &dqi plaoe to plaoe, 
thej wen freqaentlj oonvefed in carta or waggon) ; and we l«arn &om the aoeunt hit- 
torieal writers, that at that period, for want of eart» and waggona, the beaiegen were 
CMCuSonaUy obliged, on raimng a liege, to abaidon Uieir oannoiu. 

■ Philip da Oomminee,in book 6, o. iii.p. IIB, in enomemting the Btrengtb of the 
Bwiaa armj, and the other oonfoderatee, againat ChaHea Sake of Btugimd;, in 1476, 
twfbro Horat, la^ that they had "dii mille ooulerrioea," by which, »i ba* been oorreedj 
obaerred by Mr.Oroie, it ii imponiUs that he oould hare meant 10,000 of eucb iniwieU% 
enginee ai cannon* ; he eridantl; mnnt hand-gan* or flreann*, aufflciently light to be 
portable. It ii alao certain that flrearmi (baqnebote or harquebtuaea), lo anall as to be 
need on horseback (the origin of the modem oarbine and piatol), wem uaed on the Con- 
tinent, in the year 14S6 ; beoanse on the retreat of the Frenoh attee the battle of FemoTa, 
in Italy, fought in that year, the i«tr of their army was defended by 300 Qermani, many 
of whom had "conlerrinee," and othen on horseback were armed with "haqoebntes." 
— Philip de Oommines, book 8, 0. 7, p. SSS. 
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both words were frequently used to designate all projectile 
weapons, such as balistae, long-bows, cross-bows, guns of various 
desoriptioiis, bombards (somewhat resembUng the modem mor- 
tars), and also portable firearms. 

Some descriptions of cannons, as, for example, those called 
bombards,' which are considered to have been the first in use, 
threw large stones or balls, by a parabolic carve, against places 
besieged, whilst others were afterwards introduced, of a different 
description, which sent balls direct, or point blank. 

In 1414, one Nicholas Merbury was Master of the Oidnuice 
to Henry V., " Magistro Operationum Ingeniomm & Gun- 
narum."> There was also a Master of the Ordnance in 1481, 
in the reign of Edward IV. ; and a warrant was then issued for 
the payment of £100 to the Master of the Ordnance, for the 
purchase of draught horses.' 

I apprehend that it will uot be denied, that it affords very 
strong evidence of this destructive instrument of war, being 
brought to considerable perfection, and into general use, when 
the genus had thus become subdivided into species, and when a 
public officer existed, whose province it was to superintend that 
particular department of military affairs. 

Later on, in the same century, it became still more subdi- 
vided, and appears to have consisted of many varieties ; for we 
read of bombards, cannons, mortiers, veuglaires, guns, serpen- 
tines, ordnance, fowlers, coulevrines, hand-coulevrines, hand- 
guns, haquebuts, &c. ftc. ; from which it may be presumed, 
that gunnery had then become a science, and occupied a great 
portion of the attention of the militaiy. 

The bombard is supposed to have derived its name frt)m the 
sound proceeding from its explosion; the mortier or mortar, 
fixim its death-dealing or destructive nature; the serpentine 

■ The bombard appewt, boirerer, oocanouallf to luTe been uied to denote taj kind of 
' Bjmei'B Fitdrra, toL tiii. to. 159. ' Ibid. to. IBS. 
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basilisk and coulevrine, from some fancied resemblance in tbeir 
appearance or effects to a serpent ; the fowler, to the rapid and 
birdlike flight of its ball ; and some of the large bombards were 
jocularly called " boui^eoise," from their constant residence in 
one place, their weight rendering them inconvenient to move.^ 

Under whatever name or form, however, thw destractive 
engine tq>peared, its general effects were, to a certain extent, 
similar ; and I venture to think, that the authorities, which will 
now be referred to in chronological order, furnish strong proofe 
of its having become, not in occasional, but in general use for 
warlike purposes by the English, in the fifteenth century. 



■ GroM*! MU U aiy JxUfttHtt, toL L p. 80B, note •. 
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CHEONOLOGICAL REFERENCES. 

1400 TO 1500. 

1403, Sth September. — Warrant of the 4th Henry IV. relative to the 

safe custody of the castle of Laghadyn, in Wales, " Utpote, 
in personis Defensalibns, victualibus, armsturis, artillariis, et 
omnibus aliis rebus, pro hojusmodi munitione garnisturA et 
custodi& ejusdem Castri, necessariis et opportunis." — 8 Rymer's 
Fcedera, fo. 828; folio edition. 

1404, 29th Angust.— Warrant of the 6th Henry IV. respecting the 

giving up of the castle or fortalice of Fascastle, in Scotland, to 
the Warden of the Elast Marches, " nii& cum artillaria, et aliis 
Rebus nostris, quibnscnmque, in eodem Castro sire Fortalitio, 
existentibus." — Same, fo. 370. 

The word " artillery," as has been already stated, was for- 
merly often used to denote cannoos and other weapons, the 
operation aod efficacy of which entirely depended upon gun- 
powder, and also projectile weapons of various descriptions, such 
as long-bows, cross-bows of different idnds and sizes, balistte 
catapultee, &c. &c., which were used in war quite independently 
of gunpowder. The same observation also apphes to the word 
" engine." The English very frequently not only used engines 
which depended upon gunpowder for their operation, but others 
which were independent of it, in order to cast stones, &c., in 
sieges, in the fifteenth century. It is impossible, in every in- 
stance which will be noticed in the following pages, to determine 
clearly in which of those sen.ses the word "artillery" or " engine" 
is used ; and it must be left to the judgment of the reader to 
decide the meaning from the context. 

1405. — Henry IV., at the si^e of Berwick Castle, "caused a peece of 
Artillerie to be planted against one (rf the Towers, and at the 
first shot overthrowing part thereof, they within were put in 
such fesre that they simplie yeelded themselves." — Holinshed's 
ChromcUt, vol. i. fo. 530. 
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1405, 4th Marcli. — In the 6th Henry IV., in a warrant enumerating 
the stores and articles in the castle of "Hadlegh" IQuare 
Harlech, in Merionethshire], "De stufFura pro Castro de 
Hadlegh," there is mentioned amongst a variety of armour, 
weapons, and other articles, "Unum longiim ferram proOunnis 
opturandis." — 8 Rymer's Feedera, fo. 884. 

Same year. — In the attack by Coant St. Pol npon the castle of Mark, 
near Calais, and the relief by the English forces, " £t avecques 
eux meaerent diz ou douze chars chargez de riTres et 
artilleries." — Chroniques de MonttreUt, edition of 1572, 
vol. i. fo. 20. 

The English also took away "tons lea bieos, chars, et artil- 
leries, qn'avoient lil menez leors adversaries." 

And on the attempt upon the town of Andres the " Anglois 
de Calaia issirent de leur ville, & tout foison de canona et autres 
instrumens de guerre, qu'ils avoient gaignez snr les Eransais, 
devant Merc." — Same, vol. i. fo. 21. 

Same year. — At the imsuocessM attack by the En^ish upon the 
Castle de rEoclnse, the garrison "taut que par le tnut, 
Canona et autre deffence rebonterent lenrs adversaires," &c, 
—Same, fo. 21. 

1406.— Preparations by the Duke of Bui^^nndy and the King of 

France for the ai^e of CaUia, "Et y avoit aussi trea grand 

quantity de Charois menans bombardes, Canona, artilleries, 

vivrea, et autres besonges necessaires & guerre." — 1 MonttreUt, 

fo. 27. 

Although the cannons in the tvo last instances were not ased 

by, but were intended to be used agmnst, the English, yet it has 

been considered advisable to notice them, in order to show that 

they were then commonly used in the wars in which the English 

were engaged, and were intended in each instance to be used 

against a town defended by the latter ; and also to prove that at 

that period there were firearms of various denominations. 

Same year, 7th Henry P/^. — Account of the military stores stated by 
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Henry Somer to fasve been delivered to William Loveney, 
Treasurer to the King's sister, Philippa, Queen of Denmark, 
Nonray, Sweden, kc., "2 Gunnes, 40 Libras polveris pro 
Ounnes, 40 Fetras pro Gunnes, 40 Tampons, 4 Touches, 
1 Mallet, 3 Fire pannes, 40 Pavys, 24 Arcus, et 40 Garbas 
Sagittarum, pro Stufiiira cujuadam navis, ordinata pro aula 
ejusdem Reginse versus Dauciam, per Indenturam," &c. ; also 
" pnedictis 2 canoins 40 1. pulveriBj" &c. — 8 Fmdera, fo. 447. 

The above document furnishes evidence of the use of stone 
balls for cannons in 1406 ; and, although the language is not at 
all conclusive, it may be worthy of consideration whether it does 
not also afford some alight evidence of guns being in use on 
shipboard at that early date. 

1407, 12th September. — Indenture of 8th Henry IV. between the 
King and Bees ap Griffith and others, containing the terms 
of the surrender by them of the castle of Aberystwitb, in 
Wales, " &cient seu faciei liberationem plenam Canonum seu 
instrumentorum Anglicti Gumies Tocatonim, arcuum, sagit- 
tarum, Balistarom, et aliorum Instrumentorum, inlra dictum 
Castrum," &c.— 8 Fadera, fo. 408. 

1413, Ist September. — Warrant of the 1st Henry V. to John Sprong 

and John Louth, empowering them to take and provide " ad 
tot Equos, Boves, Plaustra, et Carectas, quot pro cariagio cer- 
tomm gunnorum nostrorum, ac aliaruro Rerum pro eisdem 
Gnnnis necoasaiinm, i, villa BristoUise usque Civitatem nostram 
Londonise indiguerint," &c. — 9 Fadera, fo. 49. 

1414, 22Dd September.— Warrant of the 2nd Henry V. to Nicholas 
Merbury, " Magistro Operationum, Ingeniorum, et Qunnarum 
nostrorum, ac aliarum Ordinationum nostrarum, pro guerrd," 
and to John Louth, " Clerico earundem Operationum," to take 
and provide " ad tot Ijathomos, Carpentahos, Serratores, 
Fahros, et Laboratores, quot pro operationibua Ingeniorum, 
Gunnarum, et Ordinationum prtedictorum, necessarii fiierint, 
cum sufficienti maeremio Ferro," &c. — Same, fo. 169. 

In that warrant Nicholas Merbury is .distinctly mentioned as 
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the Master of the Ordnance; yet, notwithatanding the exist- 
ence of that document, aod of another which will be after- 
wards referred to, of 22nd Edward IV., Mr. Grose, in his 
Military Antiquities, vol. i. page 198, states that the first 
Master of the Ordnance that he cotdd find on record was only 
in the first year of the reign of Richard III. ; and it is strange 
that, in a note in vol. i. page 401, he afterwards mentions 
Nicholas Merbury as having been Master of the Ordnance in the 
2nd year of Henry V., but he does not allude to the existence 
of any such officer in the reign of Edward IV. 

1414, 36th September.— Warrant of the 2iid Henry V. to the CoUectors 
of the cuetoma and subeidies, and keepers of the passages of the 
port of London, &c., prohibiting the exportation of gunpowder 
without a special permission, " aliquod Gnnpoadre versus 
partes exteras, in portu pnedicto, absque speciali mandate 
nostro, transmitti permittatLs." — 9 Ftedera, fo. 160. 

1415. — ^The army of Henry V., on landing in France, is stated to have 
been composed of " environ six mille baciuets et 34 mille 
archiers sans les Canoniers et antres usans de flondelles et en- 
gins,' dot ils avoiet gntd abondance." — Motutrelet, vol. i. fo. 218. 
It appears very difficult to ascertain the kind of instrument 
meant by " flondelles." It seems far-fetched to consider it aa a 
cormption of the words " frondes" (slings), besides which, there 
is not, as far as I am aware, any authority for supposing that 
the English used slings in battle. A word nearly similar 
(" fondeffles ") also occurs in 1 Monstreiet, p. 27, and is used in 
conjunction with "eschelles," which is evidently scaling ladders, 
which raises the presamption that it was some engine used in 
sieges. 

Same year. — At the seige of Harfleur the English "asseirent leurs 
gros engins^ les lienx plus conTenables entour la dicte ville, et 

' SMpagBB21S>ndsai,H to the oooanonal um of ths word " enginei" to danoto «tb<r 
dnoriptioiu of inttruinenti uud in war b; ths Engllih, u well h flmrou. 
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prestement icelle moult travaUlerent par grtwses pierres et 
dammageanB les mors," &c. &c. * * * * 

« * * * * * * # 

" le Traict et ponldre de canons envoyez a iceux [the Besieged] 
par le Boy de France fiuent reocontrez et prins des dita 
assi^eanB." — Monatrelet, rol. i. p. 218. 

1418, 10th February.— Warrant in 5th Henry V. to John Louthe : 
— "Clerico operationum Ordinationis noatrse;" and to John 
Benett, of Maidstone, mason, to preas workmen to make 
" septem milium Lapidum pro Gunnea de diversia eortiboa." 
—9 Fadera, to. 543. 
John Louthe, clerk of the Ordnance, and this warrant, in 

which he ib named, are noticed by Grose, vol. i. p. 198. 

Same year. — Warrant to the same John Louthe, to procure work- 
men and materials: — " Quot pro factura trescentorum Favys 
GrosBorum pro Gunnis, Quaterviginti Blokk, et septem milium 
Tampons pro eisdem, Quinquaginta jugorum de Ligno pro 
Bobns infra trahendis. Centum Cathenarum pro eisdem, Duo- 
dedm Carectanim Grosaarum pro Gunnis Groesis supraca- 
riandis, viginti piparnm- de Fulvere de Carbonibus silicis, 
necesaaria fuerint." — Fadera, fo. 543. 

The use of the words " Pavys groBsonun pro Gunnis," goes 
a long way to prove that ganners, like archers, were covered or 
protected in action, at that period, by the ^eld-Iike instruments 
called the Pavaise, Pavys, or Pavache. 

Same year. — In the pasai^^ of the Seine, in his advance upon Font 
de 1' Arche, the English commander : — " nnt pour passer Seine 
i, toot huict pedt naviaux ; dedans lesqneU il se meit en I'eaue 
sccompaign^ de son fils a&ge de qninze ans, de soixante com- 
battana et nn senl cheval, avec petis canons, et autres habille- 
mens de guerre : ai feit nager en une petite isle qui estoit an 
meillieu de I'eaue, de laquelle lis pouvoient plainement traire 
BUT les Francois deasusdits, qui gardoicnt le rivage." — Mim- 
ttrelet, vol. i. fo. 262. 
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1418. — Henry V. : — " avec toute sa pnissaQce et gens de ^erre 
et grande multitude d'engiiu et artiUerieB, aesiegea la tres 
pnissaute et noble ville de Bouen, au mois de Juing/' tus. &c. ; 
and directed against the gates and walls "plosieun grosses 
bombardes et d'autrea engins," Sas.; and the besieged used 
" bombardes, canoDs, engins voUans, arbalestrea, et autres in- 
Btrumens de guerre," Sx. &c. — Monstrelei, vol. i. fos. 264, 265. 

The artillery, cannon, and powder, on the surrender of the 
under-mentioned cities, towns, or castles, are stipulated iu the 
Treaties of Surrender, to be given up to the English, or to 
remain for their use : — 

1417.— Tonque.— "Vitaillez et Artillarie," fire.— 9 Rymer's Feeiera, 

fo.480 
„ — VillietB.— " Vitaille et Artillerie," &c. . . . 
„ — Caen. — "Arbala8treB,Treit, et autree Articlarie,"&c. 
„ — Falaize. — " Artilleriea, Tmt, Pouldre, Canons," &c. 

1418. — Cambray. — "Pouldres, Canons," fitc 

„ — Hambye. — " Tons leurs Artilleriea," ficc. . . , 
„ — St. Lo. — " Poudres, Canons, et autres abillemens 1 

de goerre," &c J 

„ — Hommet.- — "Toutes leurs Artilleries," &c. . 
„ — Constance. — " Tonz vivres et Artilleriea," fire. 
„ — Charenton. — " Canons, Ponldres, et tout autre ") 
manere de Trait," &c. . . .} 
„ — St. Sauveur j" — " Leur Artillerie, et lea autrea ") 
Lc Viacoote. \ armurea," fire. . . . } 

„ — Juiry. — " Poudres, Canons," fire. 

1419. — Bouen. — " Artillariae, Pnlveres, et alia qiuecum- ") 
que habilimenta gnerrarum," fire. . J 

{"Canons, Poudres, et toutz"\ 
aultres bastons et abillemens y 

„ — Eu,Monceaux, " 

— " Artillerie et abillemens de 
guerre," fire. fire. 



pour la guerre et defens," &c. } 



St. Marien, le 

Gaillera, et 

Guilleimcourt. 

— Grand Goulet et 

Petit Goulet. 



, 487 
, 490 
, 533 
, 662 
, 563 

, 554 

. 655 
. 566 

, 567 
566 



674 



— " Vivres et Artillerie/' fire , 
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14fiO.— The BngliBh, at the siege of the Town and Castle of Mon- 
streau : — "combattanB icelle de gros engius pour desrompre les 
portea et maraUleBj" also, "feireot de tous costes approcher 
de la forteresse ploBieare gros engina ^ pour icelle confondie et 
&ha.ttre."—MotuireUi, vol. i. pp. 291, 292. 

Same year. — At the sie^ of Melun, by the English : — " feireut en 
plneieors lieux asBeoir leurs engins rolans, bombardes, canouB 
et antres instrumeos et habillemens de guerre pour desrompre 
confoudre et abbatre les mors de la ville," &c. — Same, fo. 293. 

Same year. — In the Treaty between Henry V. and the Dnke of 
Bourbcm, as given at length in Goodwin's Ltfe of Henry V., a 
stipulation waa introduced for the restoration of " ammunition 
and artillery." — Goodwin's Life t^f Heary V., book vii. p. 295. 

I4S1. — At the si^e of Meauli, by Henry V. : — " feit dresser {du- 
sieurs engins contre les portes et mnrailles de la ville pour 
I'abattre et demolir," &c 

" Et brief ensuivant gaigna une petite isle asses pres du 
March^ en laquelle il feit asseoir plusieurs grosses bobardea, 
(|ni moolt terriblement greveret les maisons du dit March^ 
et auBsi les morailles d'icelle," &c. — Monatrelet, vol. i. 
fos. 310, 312. 

1422. — At the uege of St. Valery, by the English, under the Earl of 
Warwick, they " commencerent k abattre la dicte ville de leurs 
pierres et engins sans cesser, jettans contre lea murs d'icelle en 
lea derompant en pluaieure lieux." — Same, fo, 317. 

Same year, — At the siege of Meulan, by the Duke of Bedford, he 
"!& feit dresser oontres les portes et morailles grans engins 
pour icelle confondre et abattre ; " and in the Articles of Capi- 
tulation, it is provided that the fortress shall be given up, 
" fortifB^ et gamie de canons pouldres et arbalestres," kc. — 
Same, vol. ii. fo. 2. 



' Sao pagM 218 and 221, a> to the oocatioiuJ um of the word aagine, to deoote otbta 
initnuiKiiit* luad in war bj Uts English beaida* fireamia. 
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1427. — ^The French and Bretona, on r&iaing the siege of St. James de 
Benion, defended by the Englub: — "delaisaant andit taege 
grand foison de bombardes vivres et antres artilleries." — 
Monttrelet, vol. ii. fo. 35. 

1428, March. — Indenture, in 6th Henry VI., cfmtaining the terms on 
which Thomas de Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, engaged to 
serve in France, with an army, by which it was stipulated 
that he was to be paid 1000 marks : — " poor convertir et em- 
ployer en cannons, pierres, charretas, pincees de feer, chasbles, 
et autres choses necessaires, pour iceulx canom," &c. ; and 
which also stipulates for the earl's including in the nomber of 
meu-at-amifl, "quatre Maistres Gannonien;" each of whom 
was to be considered as equal to a man-at-arms at 20 deniera 
Easterlings per day, and that the earl should have, at the 
Kiiig's expense, " Escipeson pour lea canons, pierres, et auttrea 
choses, touchans et regardans le fait de I'artillerie." — XQFtedera, 



Same year, 25th March.— Warrant in 6th Henry YI., for pajnoent, 
amongst other matters, to John Parker, of Cheshunt, of 1000 
marks : — " Four couTerter et employer en canons, pierres, en 
charretes, ehariottz, pinces de feer, chasbles, et autres choses 
necessaires pour icelz canons," 8a:.— Same, fo. 395. 

Same year, 28th April.— Warrant in 6th Henry VI., to John Parker, 
to seiee and provide carriages for the conveyance of " canones, 
^ petras," fee. fee.— Same, fb. 897. 

Same year. — At the si^ of Orleans, Thomas de Montacute, Earl 
of Salisbury, was mortally wounded by the splinters of a 
stone, shot &om a catmon (" veufr/oire "), whilst recoimoitering 
there. The besieged defended themselves " en faisaus plusieors 
saillies en tirant de canons coulevrines et autres artilleries." 

The Duke of Bedford, B«gent of France, is mentioned as 
sending, under the charge of Sir John Fastolf' (of Nor- 



■ Sir John FMtol^wMof OHitorOHtbi iMHT*nn(iiith,iiiIforiblk,of an olduidi* 
•pMt«UeIuiilj,andftnliaiit •oldio', who dutiiiguitbod biniMlf in the inn in Pmu^ a 
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folk), to the English, at this si^, "de quatre il cinq ces 
que chfum que charrettee," loaded with "vivres^ artilleries, et 
autree marchandizea;" and after an engagement with the 
French (called by them th*e "Battle of the Herrings"), the 
English proceeded in good order, " k tout leur charroy, et leur 
artillerie, comme brigandines, heaulmes, arbalestres, bastons il 
feuj et plnsieurs autres armeuree qu'il fault a gens de guerre 
par ancnuB pen de joura derant la dict^ ville," &c. — Monttrelet, 
Tcd.ii. fo8.38,40,41. 

1430.— At the siege of Compeigne by the English (under the Earl of 
Huntingdon) and the Bat^undians, the unsuccessful result of 
an attack by the French upon part of the works of the beai^era, 
is ascribed to "la grande d^EFenoe de ceux de dedans qui estoient 
en une groaae compaignie de combattaus et bieo ponrretu 
d'artillerie." In raising the siege, there were left behind of ihe 
Burgundian ordnance, "tres grand nbmbre de grosses bom- 
bardes, canons, veuglaires, serpetines, couleTrines, et autres 
artilleries avec plusieura engius," Sx. — Same, vol. iL fo. 64. 

1481. — The French, after a temporary success against the castle of 
Bouen, were compelled to give it up agun to the English, on 
account of the want of provisions, and being " combattns de 
plosienrs gros engins que les dits Angloia fdrent assAoir coatre 
la groBse tour." — Same, fb. 78. 



tharaigiiof Hfli]r7TI.,uideap«aiBll7onthel£thofFebruu7,1429,when tuTing tlie oom- 
mand of • body of man, ooDvojing proTuion* and aappUe* for the Boglijh, who were an- 
gigedin thfliiegeof OrlmUibBWM tUMkedonbuiDtfeh tliither,imrBoTraj8t.])eDii, 
bj ft moob mpcrior body of Franch uid Sootoh > but ba obtained the Tictoiy, and iuoceedad 
in deliTering the oonro; in aafetj to the beaii^en. He died on the 6th of Norcmber, U69, 
«ged abont 60 jt»n. There are some tntenatiDg particnlan reapectiiig him giTen in 
Fenn'i CoUtetUm nfOrigimd UtUn, voLi. pp. GS, 64, 72, 101, 120, 12G, 150, IGG, 164, 
166, 170, 18&, 240 1 and toL iL p. 48. Notwitbatanding tbM« i* a degree of umilaritj in 
the names. Sir John Faslolf, who Uved in the time of "Resrj TL, roost not, bowerer, be 
ODafonnded with the flotitioiu cbarsoter so admirabl; drsim b; Sbakespeara, the Bir John 
Falslal^ mpreeented by him as liring in the time of Henrj IV., and djing in tbe reign of 
HemrjT. As br as I can disoorer, then is not anj old historian who mentions sooh a 
pcnon as the Jmngin ary Sir John Falstaf^ or anj person of • name nmilar to the Utter, 
living at that period, whose habits and associates resemble those of the amusing obaraoter 
dnoribed by Shakespeare i a cbanoter which seems to hare been onlj tbs oStpring of 
our immortal Bard's plajfiil imagination. 
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1432. — The English tmder the Eul of Anmdel, advancing from Paris 
towards Ligny-eur-Mame, had " foison de chan et charrettea, 
canons, artilleriea, et anties inBtaiimMu de gaerre," ftc. ; and 
at Ligny, " Si fat Le Compte d'Arondel asaeoir one grosse 
bombarde oontre I'arche du pout leris de la ville, lequelle da 
premier coop qn'elle jecta rompit b dicte arche," &c. fee. ; also, 
" J tmne groesea bombudes, dont Us avoient fut battre et tra- 
Tailler la mnraille d'icelle." — 2 Moruh'elet, fo. 81. 

1435.— The Earl of Anindel, in advancing to attack the castle of Ger- 
beroy, took with him " Vivres et viandes artilleries et antres 
plnsieurs instnunens de gnerre a toat lesquels il se meit a che- 
min," but was attacked and discomfited by the garrieou, which 
" feiret apporter nne coolevrine qn'ils avoiet en tear fort, Is- 
quelle an secod coup qn'ils la feirent jetter, ferit le dit Compte 
parmy la jambe vera la cherille du pied;" of which wound 
he soon afterwards died at Beaarais. — Same, vol. ii. foa. 101, 
102. 

1435.— At the aege of St. Denys, by Lord Talbot : " Tontesfois 
lee deasusdictes portes et murailles furent fort empir^ en 
I^nsienrs lieux par ks engins d'icienx assiegeans." — Same, 
fi>. 116. 

1436. — ^At the si^ of Calais, by Philip Duke of Bnigondy, his forces 
bad a great nnmbw of " ribauldequins, portans canons, con- 
lerrines, arhalestres, et plusieuis autres groa engins," &c. — 
Same, vol. ii. fo. 129. 

Whilst he was riding to reconnoitre the town, which was 
defended by the English, " vint nne grosse pierre de canon au 
plus pres de lay laqueUe occist une trompette et trois chevaux, 
dont celniy du Seigneur de Saveoses estoient I'ua." — Same, 
fo. 130. 

In the above quotatkm, the word " eogine " aeems to afplj 
to such instniments of war as cannons, culverins, cross-bows, 
&c., and it tends to confirm what has been stated before, that 
the word was used both in describing those projectile we^ons 
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which were used with gunpowder, and also those which were 
used without it. 

In raisiiig the si^, the Bm^imdians left behind them, 
"ploBieurs gros engiiu ^ autres habillemena de guerre qui 
estoient an dit Ihic de Boiu^ngne ; pource qa'oD ne poaroit 
troover de chars ne de dievanx pour les emmenener ; " and, 
npon the Duke of Bni^ondy'a ordering Jean de Croy to with- 
draw from the siege of Ouisoes, be acocffdingly dislodged, "mais 
aucunes gros engins demourerent liL, par ce qu'on ne lea pou. 
Toit chai^ sur lea chara," &c. — Sane, fo. 183. 

1439.— The Earl of SomerMt, at the siege of the castle of Follerille, 
" Si feit prestement ^tprester one petite hombarde qn'il avoit 
ameu^ avecques luy, laquelle estoit excellentement bonne et 
roide, avec autres engins : lesqud eugins bombardes et cauona 
a I'nne de« fois ocdient le Capitaine de Leans qnand elles 
tiueat }ect6n."—Moiutrekt, fo. 166. 

1440. — At the siege of Harfleor, the English, under Somerset, " asse- 
vient contre la porte et muraille d'icelle ville plusieurs bom- 
bardee et autres habillemens de guerre," Sec. — Same, vol. iL 



1441. — The Englidi, under the Duke of Yorlt, Oovemor of France 
and Normandy, attempting to relieve Ponthoise, "avoient 
avecqaes euz tres grand nombre de chars, charettes, et cherani 
chai^z de vivres et artilleries," &c. — Same, fo. 184. 

The use of " petite canooa et coulevrines," by the French, at 
this siege, is also mentioned. — Same, fo. 186. 

1449.— At Qa siege, by Count St. Pot, of the castle of Nogent, de- 
fended by the English, the French vanguard entered the basse 
oonrt, and gained the barrier, " mais ponrce qa'ils doubtoient 
fort les canons ils se retrahirent pour attendre leurs compaig- 
nona." — Same, toI. iii. fo. 10. 

1449. — Assault of Ponteaa de Mer, defended by the English, when 
the French, under Dunois, " eutrerent tous dedans icdle ville 
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Butant d'ane cost^ qoe d'aatre: moyenant aussi et par le fea 
de fiis^ qui y forent jett^ par dedans les fosses on ils es- 
toient Ml I'eaue jusqaes au col," &c.—Mo)utrelet, toI. iii. fo. 1 1. 

Same year. — The French, tmder Dnnois, having come agiuiut Har- 
coott, defended by the English, the former, in making their 
approaches, " esqoelles fiit ta6 d'on canon nn monlt vaillaut 
homme A'axm6t de la gamison de Lonviera, et nn Angloia fut 
pareillement tnj d'nne conlevrine," &c. — Same, fo. 16. 

Same year. — At the capitulation of the palace and castle of Ronen, 
by the Duke of Somerset, he stipulated for the depaitmre 
in safety of himself and the English forces, irith their goods, 
"reserve prisonuiers et grosses artilleries," &c.— 3 Morutrelei, 
fo. 21. 

1449. — At the siege of Honflenr, defended by the English, under 
Corson, who "faisoient grand devoir d'eux deffeudre et de 
tirer canona et aatres traicts sur les FraQcoiB,"&c. — Same,fo.26. 

1450. — At the siege of Bayenx, by the French, defended by the 
English, " desquelles deux parties en y eot plusieurs de marts 
de traict et de conlerrinee," &c. — Same, fo. 28. 

Same year. — At the siege of St. Sanveur Le Vicomte, defended by the 
English, " fat tu^ d'nn canon, uu vaillant eecnyer dn pays de 
Berry, uoTn€ Jean de Blanchefort." — Same, fo. 28. 

Same year. — On the surrender of Caen, by the Dnke <^ Somerset, to 
the French, he stipulated for the departure of the English, with 
their effects, bat with a proviso as to delivering up the pri- 
sonera, acqoittiDg the bm^esaes, and others in the town, of all 
demands, and not taking away any thing of theirs. " Et avec 
ce qu'ils laaseroient toute artillerie grosse et menue, reserve 
arcs, arbalestes et coulevrines & main." — Same, fo. 30. 

We have therefore here the haDd-coulevrine (hand-culveriD or 
hand-gun) distinctly mentioned as in use amongst the English. 
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It waa in all probability an iron cylinder or barrel, of clomsy 
and unwieldy form, let into a wooden stock, and fired irom a 
rest or cratch, by means of a match. Mr. Grose seems not to 
have been aware of the above, and, in his Miliiaiy Antiquities, 
vol. i. page 153, and vol. ii. page 29, he mentions the year 
1471, upon the landing of Edward IV. at Ravenspur, in York- 
shire, as the period of the first introduction of hand-guns into 
this country. 

1460.— Amongat the chutes agauut William Dnke of Snffdk, was, 
that having the ciutody of the castle of Wallingford, " he hath 
fbrtified it, and repaired it, and alao stuffed it with gnnnes, 
gunepowder, and other habilimentes of werre," &c. — Boi. Pari. 
28 Henry VI. vol. v. fo. 177. 

Same year. — In the 38th Henry VI., Conay ap Rice vas called 
"yoman gonner of onre citee and caatell of Weatcbestre," &c. 
—Rot. Pari. 28 Henry VI. vol. v. fo. 198. 

Same year. — A representation appears on the Parliamentary BoUs, of 
the insufficient state of defence of tJie Isle of Wight, and that 
the castle was not then provided " with gonnes, gonnepowder, 
crosse-bowes, quarelles, longe-howes, arowes, longe-speies, axesj 
and gloves," &c. — Same, fo. 204. 

Same year. — And also that Harry Bmyn, Esqoire, who had been ap- 
pointed lieutenant of the Isle i^ Wight, had bestowed a " gret 
good of his own, bothe in gonnys and in arcerie," &&, in that 
island.— Same, to. 206. 

Same year. — Upon the insurrection of Jack Cade, when he and his 
followers came to London, the mayor applied to Lord Scales, 
who commanded in the Tower of London, for assistance against 
the rebels, and he promised " his ayde with shoting €£ ordi- 
X," Sec.— Hall, fo. 160. 



The Lord Scales promised " his aid with shooting off the 
artillerie in the Tower," &c.— 1 HoUathed, fo. 634. 
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1451. — ^At Hu) me^ of Bayonne, tbe Engliali made & sortie, and were 
attacked by Bernard de Biarn and his forces, when he was 
wonnded by tbe sbot from a cnlTerm, wbich pierced through 
his shield, and injured his leg. "Et ainsi que le dit meeore 
Bernard e'en retoumoit de la dicte escarmoache il fut frapp£ 
d'nne coolevrine, qni perca soo pavois et entra la plomm^e 
dedas sa jambe," &c. — Monttrelet, vol. iii. fo. 38. 

1452.— The Doke of York, at Brent Heath, near Dartford, "en- 
camped his army very strongly bothe with trenches and artil- 
lery."— Hall's Chroniclet, to. 168. 

1464.— In the thirty-second year of Henry VI. the castle of Calais, 
and the castles and fortresses in tbe marches of it, were directed 
to be provided with " vitaile ordonnance habiliments of werre 
and artillerie."— 6 Rot. Pari. to. 266. 

1455. — At tlie first battle of St. Albans, the Yorkists are mentioned, 
in tbe Rolla of Parliament, aa being assembled, " with grete 
multitude of people hameised, and other abillementis of werre, 
aa gonnes and other, and ctme to the tonne of Seiat Albones," 
kc—Rot. Pwrl. 88 Henry VI. vol. t. fo. 847. 

1457-8. — A letter has been paUished from John Bokking, to Sir 
John Fastolf, of Norfolk,^ from which the following is an ex- 
tract : — " And my lord of Cannf bury tolde me yat ye Frenche 
men hare ben before yow, and y* y* shotte many gonnes, and 
so he tolde all y* lords, I have desirid hym to move y* eonnsell 
for refreshing of y* toon of Yermowth w' staff of ordnance 
and gonnes and goune powdre, and he said he wolde." — Fenn's 
Collection of Or^/inal Letters {occarionalig called the Paston 
£«»«r«).Tol.i.p.l66. 

1459, — Hie act of attainder of the 38th year of the reign of Henry VI., 
mentions the encampment of the Yoi^ts at Ludford, near 
Lndlow, and states that they " traiteronsly raunged in bataill. 
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foitfified their chosen groimd, their casrtes witit gonnes sette 
before their Utailles;" ******* 
* * * " and than and there «hotte their Beid gonnes, 
and shotte as vele at yonie most roiall persone, as at youre 
lordes and people with yon than and there beying." —Rot. Part. 
88th Hairy VI. toI. t. fo. 848. 

1459.— At the Dnke of Somerset's repulse from Calais, " the artillarie 
shot so fioseley both out of the toune and Risebancke," &g — 
ffaU, to. 175. 

Same year. — Attack by Sir John Denham upon Sandwich, whore be 

" tooke the principall shippes of the Kynge's narie then liying 

at the port, well fonuBhed with ordinaimce and artillarie," &c. 

— Same, fo. 176. 

From the above passage it seems not imreasonable to infer 

that cannons were at that date used on shipboard by the 

English. 

Same year. — Osbert Monntf<nth was sent towards Gnisnea, to assist the 
Duke of Somerset, and was attacked and c^tured whilst lying 
in Sandwidi, by John Denham and Ji^ Wenlock, and the 
former was badly wonnded in the thigh, by a bombard, "in 
crure cum bombardo." — Amulet ff. Wyrcettrii. 

1460.— At the ai^ of the Tower of London, which was defended by 
the Lancastrians under Ixtrd Scales, who "dayly shote their 
ordenannce out, and had likewise great ordinaunce ahott at 
them."— Hall's Chroniclet, fo. 176. 

Same year. — "And they that were within the Tower cast wild fire 
into the city, and shot many small gunnes, whereby they brent 
and slew men, women, and children, in the streetes ; also they 
of the city layd great guns an the inrther side of the Thames 
against the Tower, and brake the walls in divers places." — 
Stew's Annals, pp. 408, 409. 

Same year. — At the battle of Northampton, "the King's ordinance of 
gnus might not be shot, there was so great raine that day." — 
Stew's Atmala, fo. 409 ; see also Speed's JRttory, fo. 844. 
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The exact date uncertain, bat in the reign of Henry YI. — An account 
is given in Fenn's Colleetion of Original Letters, of a sea-fi^t, 
which took place in the reign of Henry VT., between some 
English ships and some ships of Holland, Zealand, FlandeTS,&c., 
in which Robert Wenyngton appears to have commanded the 
English vessels ; and he states that the enemy's ships " schotte 
atte us a 1000 gonnys and quanell owte of nu'ber, and have 
slayn meny of my Myschyp and meymyd all boo." — The mean> 
ing seems to be, that there were 1000 discharges from the 
enemy's guns. The engagement is noticed here, although the 
guns were used on board the enemy's vesBCls, because there 
can scarcely be a doubt, that if they were used on board those 
vessels, at that period, they must also hare been in tue on 
board English vessels. — Fenn's Collection (^ Original Letten, 
vol. i. p. 210. 

1463. — At the siege of the castle of Bamborough, after the battle of 
Hexham, when defended by Sir Ralph Grey, the Earl of 
Warwick, "com maiimis bnmbardis, obsedit idem castrom. 
Et ibl in casn quoque cujasdem parietia castri, excussione 
bumbardi, cecidit dictos R. Gray quem credebant mortuum." 
Annaka fF. JVyreettrii. 

Same year. — At the sieges of the castles of Alnwick, Dunstanborough, 
and Bamboroogh, ordnance was sent from Newcastle, sufficient 
both for the si^es and for the field, in case any action in the 
field should be fought. Ordnance was, at the same period, 
conducted firom Newcastle to Warkworth Castle, to the Earl 
of Warwick.— Fenn's Collection of Oriffinal Letter; vol. i. p. 274. 

1464.— In the fonrtb year of Edward TV., Henry Cressewell held the 
office of " kepjmg of the artillery within oure castell of Fount- 
fret, in oure ahire of York."— 5 Bot. Pari. 4 Edw. IV. fo. 532, 

Same year.— John Newbni^h held the office " of keping of the artel- 
lerye within oure castell of Camarvan, and gunner of alle 
oure townes and castells within Morthewales." kc. — Same, 
4 Edward IV. fb. 548. 
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1464.— lU^er KeUall held "the office of the artyllar; withynne oar 
caatell of Cimtte."—Rot. Part. 4 Edward IV. fb. 646. 



1467-8. — Hemy Cresswell contiDiied to bold the office of keeping Hie 
artyiery of the castle of Fontefract.— Same, 7 and 8 Edw. IV. 
fo. 586. 

1469. — A letter of pennissioD of this year, from the Dnke of N'orfolk, 
has been published, aathorizmg John Faston and the persons 
who had held the manor of Caistor, in Norfolk, against the 
duke (Caistor Castle had been besieged by him), to depart, 
with goods, horses, and harness, " except gonoes, crosse-bows, 
and quarrels, and alle other hostlements [warlike implements], 
to the said maneur annexed and belonginge." — Fenn's Collec- 
tion of Original Letters, vol. ii. p. 27. 

Same year. — At the battle fought near Homfield, LJncolnshire, often 
called Lose Coat Field, the forces of Edward IV. "set on the 
Lincolnshir men, and spukelid [scattered] them with his ordi- 
nannce," &c.~2 Lei. CoU. fo. 602, p. 719. 

" And losyde his gonnys of his ordynannce uppone them and 
fiuight with them, and anone the comons fledde away." — MS. 
Chronicle, by J.Warkworth, p. 8, priated/or the Camden Society. 

1470.— Vander and his forces, on the Earl of Warwick's attempting 
to enter Calais, " luy tirerent de grans coups de canon." — 
PhtUppe de Comminet, e. iv. fo. 66. 

Same year. — On the Earl of Warwick preparing to return to England, 
the Duke of Burgundy equipped a fleet of vessels of war, " tons 
fort avaitaillez et gamiz d'artillerie et gens de guerre, d'Anglois, 
Boujgonguons, Picards, et autres." — Avtrea ntmveUea Chroai~ 
qua added to Moiutrelet, fo. 164. 

Same year. — The Earl of Warwick, on his arrival in England, went to 
Bristol, " et illec avoit laiss^ son artillerie, et de ses bagues, 
quand il afea alia en Normaodie." — Same, fo. 166. 
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1471, 5th March.— Wwrant after the restwatic* of Henry VI, to 
Thomas Main waring, Thomas Corwen, Thomas Aghton, &c., to 
provide for conveying a cannon from Bristol to Hornby CasUe, 
and to dehver it to Sir Thomas Stanley of Stanley, fw the 
purposes of the siege oS that castle, " com dob appunctoare- 
rimus qnendani canonem nostrum rocatum Mile £nd, una cum 
toto apparata, et aliis necessariil eidem pertinentibus," Sec. &c. 
—11 FcBdera, 699. 

1471. — Bdward IV. landed at Bavenspur, with Lord Hastings, Lord 
Say, "and izc Englisch men and iiic Flemiogea, with hange 
gunnes."— 2 Lei. CoU. to. 503, p. 721. 

It can scarcely admit of any doubt that hand-guns most have 
been the weapons there meant, and that they were ao called 
from being aofficiently hght to be portable by the hand. The 
word " hange " seems to be merely a eorrnption of the word 
" hand,"^ which is confirmed by the following authority : — 

" And had with him ixc of Englismenne and three hundred 
of Flemmynges with hande-gonnes." — MS. Chronicle, by 
Warkworth, p. IS, printed for the Camden Society. 

1471. — On the occasion of Edward IV.th's public entry into London, 
before the battle of Bamet, " the eleventh of April!, King 
Edward qnietlie made his entrie into the citie with hia power, 
having five hundred smokie gunners marching foremost, being 
strangers, of snch as he had bronght orer with him." — 
1 Holijuhed, fo. 683. 

It seems tolerably clear that the 600 men there described as 
smoke gunners, were armed with portable firearms, and pro- 
bably carried lighted matches ; and, although the numbers do 
not tally, we cannot well doubt that they were the same men 
already mentioned as armed with " hauge-guns," or "hande- 
gonnes." 



' Bee aljQ Otom** ILtttarji Atn^giutiet, val ii. p. Ml, i^ara ths pMWge U rrfetrnd to. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



CHAP.X. IN THE FIFTBENTB CENTURY. 239 

1471.— On tlie niglit before the Iwttle of Bumet, between the forces 
of Edward lY. and the Earl of Warwick, " and shotte gtumes 
al night one at the other." — 1 Lol. CoU, fo. 504. 

"And eche of them looeede goonea at othere alle the 
nyght." — MS. Chroaiele, by Warkworth, p. 16, printed for the 
Camden Society. 

Besides which, we also learn from Holinshed, that the Lan- 
castrians, tturiDg the night before the battle, continually dis- 
charged their cannons at the camp of Edward IV.; and Holinshed 
adds: — 

" Tlie King would not saSer anie of his gonnes in all that 
night to be shot off, least thereby they might have gessed the 
ground, and so lerelled their artillerie to his annoyance." — 
HoUnshed's Ckroniclat, vol. i. fo. 684. 

Same year. — A small cannon-ball, weighing a pound and a half, was 
dug up near the obeliBk erected upon Gladmore Heath, where 
the battle of Bamet was fiaugbt.— Hutton*^ Bomtorth Field, 
Introduction, p. xzxv. 

1471. — In the march of Queen Mai^aret and her army from GloQces- 

• ter towards Tewkesbury, " the Lord Beaucampe toke from her 

rereward, more ordinance then she might have wel spared, 

whidi did to her no amal prejudice." — Hall's Chroniclea, to. 31. 

Same year.— At the battle of Tewkesbury the Torkists were well 
furnished " with great artillerie," and the Lancastrians de- 
fended themselves " with shot of arrowes and great artillerie, 
although they had not the like plentie of gnua as the King 
. had."— 1 Holinshed, fo. 687. 

1471, May 14tb.— Thomas Neville, called the Bastard of Falconbridge, 
and the common people, and undisciplined forces under him, 
being denied a passage through the city of London, " sette upon 
diverse parties therof, as Bysshoppes Gate, Algate, London 
Brydge, and a long the waters syde, and shot gonnes and 
arowee, and fyred the gates with eruell malyce, as Bysslioi^es 
Gate and Algate, and fought," &c.—Faby«D'sCAron, fb. 223. 
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1471.— Another old writer (Leland) states, tliat "they shot his 
ordinftance at the c^te and brent abonte London Bridge and 
at Aldgate."-1 Lei. CoU. fo. 606. 

Another account states that he "loosede his gonnes into the 
dtee."— JfS. Chronicle, by Warkworth, p. 19, printed for the 
Camden Society. 

Same year. — And another writer states, that " Hereupon, having 
brought certeine peeces of artUlerie foorth of their ships, they 
planted the same alongst the water side right over against the 
dtie, and shot off lustilie, to annoie them within, so much as 
was possible. But the citizens on the other side lodged their 
great artillerie against their adversaries, and with violent shot 
thereof bo galled them, that th^ durst not abide in anie place 
alongst the water side, but were ^mea even from their owne 
ordinance."—! Ho&nthed, fb. 690. 

Same year. — At the renewal of the truce between Edward IV. and 
the Duke of Brittany, stipolationa were introduced for the 
safety of merchants, "de hamoia, d'armnres, d'artiUeries," &«. 
— llF(edera,fo.726. 

1474, 8th December.— Warrant of 14 Edward IV. to Richard Copeote, 
to provide whatever was requisite for "bumbardos, canones, 
cnlveryncB, fowelers, serpentynes, et alios canones quoscum- 
qne, ac pnlveres, sulphir, saltpetyr, petnts, fermm, plumbum, 
et omnimodas alias Btoffdras, pro eisdem canonibus necessarias 
et oportunaa," Stc.— Same, fo. 841. 

1475. — In the enumeration of the English forces in the fourteenth 
year of Edward IV., we find ordnance repeatedly mentioned.* 
—Same, fo. 844. 

Same year. — With the forces of Edward IV., when in France, there 
were a great number of men whose province it was to pitch 



' It AppeuB ham tho abore, that the wagM of a Doctor of law* (John Coke) w«« thv 
two ihiUiiig*, and of a publio No(«i7 one'ilulliiig par daj. 
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their tents, attend apon tlieir artillery, and enclose their camp, 
"poor servir a lenr artUlerie et dorre leor cap."— Philippe de 
I, book iv. cb. v. fo. 93. 



1475. — Before tbe interriew betwe«i the English and French Kings, 
Edward IV. was f^boat a league from Picqnigny, " accompaign^ 
de vignt mille Angloia biea artillez de das son dit pare." — 
Nomella Chronigues added to Monstrelet, fo. 181. 

14W. — Edward IV., ih his preparations for the invasion of Scotland, 
with an army commanded by the Doke of Oloucester, " where- 
fore al the winter season he mnstred his souldiers, prepared 
his ordinance, rigged his shippes, and left nothing apper- 
teignying to the warre nnpnrreyed or unloked for." — HaU's 
Chronicles, fo. 64. 

"even in the winter season mastered hu men, prepared 
bis artillery, and rigged his ships, that nothing should bee un- 
ready at the next spring." — Speed's Annals, fo. 876. 

14«0-1, 2nd March.— Warrant of 2(Hb Edward IV. to William Temple, 
to seize and provide for the expedition against Scotland, what- 
ever was requisite for "bnmbardos, canones, culverynes, fowe- 
lers, serpentynes, et alios canones qaoscumque, ac pulvercs, 
sulphoreos, saltpetre, petras, ferram, plumbum, et omnimodas, 
alias stnffuras, pro eisdem canonibns necessarias et oportunas," 
&«.— 12 Fadera, fo. 140. 

1482, 30th June.— Warrant of 22nd Edward IV. to the Bbhop of 
Ijincoln, Keeper of the Privy Seal, authorising him to canse 
John Ebryngton, Treasurer of the Household, to pay £200 
" unto our moost dere brothre Richard Due of Oloucestre, for 
the cariage of his ordenance into Scotland." The carriage of 
the ordnance is afterwards twice mentioned, and it then directs 
the payment of £100 "unto the Maistre of oure Ordenance, 
for the bying of 120 draught horsez, for the cariage of our seid 
Ordenance Fro our seid towne of Newcastell, northward," Sec. — 
12 Fadera, fo. 168.> 

' In tbe Harlna* MamuicripU then &re (ersral documentt of the raJgn of Edward V. 
and Biobard ItT. in which guni, MrpentinM, utilleij, gunpowder, Ac. are mentioned. 
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That document consequently furnishes another instance of a 
Master of the Ordnance prior to the reign of Richard III.^ 

1488 to 1485.— King Richard UI., in altering the north part of 
Warwick Castle, " b^anne and half finished a mighty tome, 
ta Btrengtb, for to shoote ont gunnes."— 4 Lei. /tin. fol. 168A. 

1483. — On the 30tb of December there was a great fire at Leaden- 
hall, in London, which, hesidea other damage, hnmt " all the 
stockes for gmmes, and other like provision, belonging to the 
Citty."— Stew's Annali, to. 466. 

1486, — Id the account given by Philippe de Commines, of the assistance 
afforded by the French King to the Earl of Bichmond, for his 
expedition to England, it is stated that " Fen de temps apres, 
on luy paya trois on qnatre nulle hommes, pour le passage 
seulement : et fitt bfullee par le Boy qui est de present, il ceuz 
qui estoyent avec luy, one bonne somme d'argent, et qnelques 
pieces d'artillerie : et ainsi fiit conduict, avec le navire de Nor- 
mandie, pour descendre en Galles, dont il estmt." — PMlijqie 
de Comminea, 6™ livre, fo. 151. 

Same year. — In the act of attainder passed after the battle of Boa- 
worth, it is stated that the forces and adherents of Bichard III. 
were " with banners spred, mightyly armed and defenced with 
an manner armes, as gunnes, bowes, arrowes, speres, gleves, 
axes, and all other manner articles apt or needful to gef and 
cause mightie battle agen oore said soveraigne Lord," &c. 
Bof. Pari. 1 Henry VU. vol. vi. fo. 276; see AH>endii No. III. 

1485. — Camion baUs, of a small size, have also been dug up in 
the field of the battle of Bosworth." — Button's Bosworth 
Field, pp. 82 and 97. 

Same year.— In the 1st Henry VII., Nicholas Leventhorp held the 
office of " keping of the artillerie within the castell of Pount- 
frett, parcell of the Dncbie of Lancastre, within the conntie of 
York," kc-^Rot. Pari. J Henry VII. vol. vi. fo. 841. 

■ Sm pBgn 2£3 and 284. 
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1487. — DocnineBtG selected ttom the Mnnicipal Archives of the city 
of York, conaected with the Earl of Lincoln's rebelUon, and 
the imposture of Zjambert Simnel, in the reign of Henry VII., 
hare been published : one of which is of the 23rd of April, 
1487, &om the mayor, aldermen, sberifis, and common cooncil 
of York, to the King, representing that the " sud citie is not 
Tell fiimesshed with artilmrait and stuff of ordnaunce," and 
praying that " some of yonre ordnannce and artilment of werr 
might be sent bidder." 

Collection of " Original documents relating to Lambert 
Symnell's rebellion, in the second year of King Henry VII. ;" 
selected from the Mnoidpal Archives of the city of York, by 
Robert Davies, Esq., F.S.A.; communicated to the meeting of 
the Archseological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, held 
at York, in 1846 : published in 1847, p. 10. 

A reply, of the SOth of April, written by order of the King, 
to the application, has been preserved, stating that William 
Tunstall, constable of the castle of Scarborough, was ordered, 
by royal letters, to deliver to them " twelve serpentynes, some 
more some less, of diverse sortes, gamysshed with chambrc 
and powder thereunto according." — Ibid., p. 16, 

A further communication, of the 14th of May, was made 
from the mayor, aldermen, sheriff, &c., of York, to the King, 
representing that he had addressed William Tunstall, the con- 
stable of the castle of Scarborough, by letter, "for 12 serpen- 
tynes, with chambre and powdre gamysshed sufficiently for 
the same," to be delivered to that city; and that they had 
applied accordingly for them, and had been answered " by your 
said constable, that ther is not 4 serpentynes within your said 
castell ; " and praying the King " to provide for ordinaunce to 
be sent to this your said citie, for the more defence of the 
same."— iWrf., pp. 20, 21. 

1487.— In the act of attainder, passed after the battle of Stoke, 
against the Eul of Lincoln and his adherents, it is stated that 
they were "with force and armee, that ys to saye, swerdys, 
speris, mareepikes, bowes, gonoes, hameys, brigandyncs, haw> 
berkes, and many other wepyns and hameys defensible," &c— 
Rot. Pari. 8 Henry VII. vol. vi. fo. 397 ; see App. No. V. 
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1492, 8th Henry VII. — In the reqnest and application to Heniy VII. 
by the commanders of the English army before Boulogne, for 
concluding peace, one reason assigued is, "the King's ordi- 
naunee and artillerye must nedys eome by sea from Engloud 
and Caleis," &c.— 12 Fatdera, fo. 492. 

1495.— The act of attainder against Sir William Stanley and others, 
alleged to have been adherents of Ferkin Wsrbeck, states, 
that the latter lauded at Deal, in Kent, on the 8rd of July, in 
the tenth year of Henry VII., accompanied by a great mul- 
titude of people, rebels and traitors, " with baners displayed, 
and with armours defensives, as jakkes, salettis, brigandynes, 
bowes, billes, haubertes, curesBcs, gunnes, speres^ marispikes, 
crosse-bowes, and other enhabilments of warres," &c. — Roi. 
Pari. 11 Henry VII., 149B, vol. vi. fo. B04. 

1497. — In tbe preparations for the battle of Blackheath, between 
Henry tbe Vll.th's forces and the Corniah insurgents, some 
of the commanders in the army of tbe former "were appointed, 
with some comets of horse, and bandes of foot, and good store 
of artillery wheeling about, to put themselves beyond tbe 
hill, where the rebels were encamped," &c.— Bacon's lAfe of 
Henry VII. (in Kenaetf s lAvea of the Kings and Queens of 
Cnj//atu^,fo.619. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



CHAPTEE XI. 

THE 

ANCIENT FAMILY 
WYCHE,oE BE LA WYCHE, 

OP ALDERLEY, CHESHIRE.' 



The ancient family of Wyche, or De la Wyche, was located at 
a very early period at Davenham, and afterwards removed to 
Nether Alderley, in Cheshire, where the members of it poRsessed 
an estate, and a mansion called Soss Moss Hall,' which, after 
being for several generations in the family, were purchased by 
Sir Edward Stanley, Bart., in 1753, from William Wyche, Esq.;^ 
and are now the property of Sir Edward's descendant, Ix)rd 
Stanley of Alderley. 

The family appears to have been of great consideration, and 
of long standing in the county, and one of the family. Sir Peter 
Wyche, was ambassador to Constantinople, in the reign of 
Charles I. ;* he was first cousin of Richard Wyche, the first of 
the bmily who settled at Alderley. 

The armorial bearings of the members of the family were, 

' nie paper Dpon the funilj of Wjcbt^ or DaIaW;ohe, ni read b? the author in per- 
•on, before a meeting of the HialorJe Society of LaDcashire and Cheahire, on the ISth of 
October, 1S48, and the tbankt of the meeting were TOted for it to him. 

■ Ormcrod'a CiMhire, toL iii. p. 302 t Lyeom' Mi^. Bril., Cinkira (note/), p. S66. 

■ Ijjaaax' Mag. Brit., Ch^Un, p. 482 ; Ormerod'i aJmUn, toL iiL p. 302. 

* Ljv>n<f Mag. Bril., CietUre.p. 4BS,Tthnijig to RrraUUe CoUniftoiu, b; W.Smith, 
Bouge Dngon FnnuiraDt in the Herald*' College, p. 78 ; and in a note in third *oL of 
Ormerod'a t^loiitrv, p. 302, be mentiona the Hune fact respecting that embowy. 
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" Azure, a pile ermioe ; crest, eq arm embowed azure, cuffed 
ennme, holding a trefoil vert."* In the second volume of 
EdmoDSon's Seraldiy, the crest is rather (Merently stated, viz., 
crest, "a dexter arm embowed, habited gules, turned up or; 
holding in the hand proper a sprig vert." 

In Lysons' Ma^a Britannia the fomily is named ' amongst 
the Cheshire families still resident in the county, whose descent 
has been continued in an oninterrupted male line for more than 
three centuries, and some of them for a much greater length c^ 
time.' 

In Ormerod's Cietkire* it is stated that some of the de- 
scendants of the family of Wyche were still remaining in the 
neighbourhood of Soss Moss Hall ; that work was published in 
1819 : and in Lysons' Ma^. Britannia,' which was published in 
1810, it is stated that the immediate descendant of this ancient 
family, then (in 1810), rented a farm in the neighbourhood. 

■ OnuKod'i CttMr*, toL m. p. 803 (note), in which he mentioDi the abore amu to 
hare beoi lUowed them in 1668-6^ and itatM that a pedigm of the ftmil; is giren in 
EarL MBS. 2040, S67. 

> I^Mnu' Mag. BtU^ ChtMf*, p. 866. 

It ma; be well to tnantiM) heN^with nfintooe to the family of Wyohe, or DelmWrdie, 
that Biohaid Wyehs^ of DaTanbam, had a bod, Kiohard. Tba latter w«* a nerohant in 
London, married the daaghter of Sir BiohaTd Saltingstall, Xnt., the Lord Major, and died 
in 16S1, learing twelTO Mm and nx daughters, of whom the Bight Hon. Sir Peter Wjche, 
Ent, waa the lixth ion. Bir Petn- was gntleman of the prir; ohamber to Oharlea 1., for 
twtlre jean ambaaiador at Oouitantinoplei and aftenrardi oonptiolUr of the honaebold, 
and a ikItj oouninllor. He died in 161S| lening two lona and a daoghlw, of whom tha 
elder aon. Sir Peter Wjoha, wae enroj to the oonit of Hiucotj, in 1669. The joonger, 
Bir pjFTillWjidta) Ent. (nanwd after hia god&ther, the Patriandi of Oonitantinople), erta- 
bliihed the Norfblk bnnoh of the bmilj, lat for manj jaara in Pariiament, waa aeeMttgj 
to the lientenaaej in Inland, and one of the lordi jnitioea there. The Moond Sir Peter 
Wjohe had taai aona, of whom John waa tavoj eitraordinaij at Hambnrghj Barnard, 
from whom a biandi of the fanilj in Ldoatenhire deKended, and Peter and Qeorg^ died 
nnmamed. Bir OjiiU Wjehe, the eon of John, wai appointed bj Qneen Anna to be »• 
•ident at Hamburgh, when onlj nineteen jgan of ags ; and in the logn of Oeorg« L, he 
waa mioiater and anroj extraordinaiy to the oirde of Lower Sazonj, ilao enroj eztn- 
ordinarj to the ooort of Bosaia) and wm created a Baronst whilat at the Haoa Town*, 
Deoonber 20th, 1T29, but djing without inrriting male iiane, in 1766, the boronetoj be- 
oama cotinat.— BoAe'a Bati»et and Dormant Bare»tUUi tffBmffland, title "WgelM.'' 

■ITWu' jr<v..Bn^C>MMr*,p.3(S. • OnncNd'a Cl««Mr^ToLiii.p.80S. 

» LjBOoa' Jftv- ft»^ C»«*-. p. 8M (n./). 



;dbyG00glC 



CHAP. XI. OR DE LA WTCHB. 247 

It lies in my power to corroborate those statements. WUliam 
Wyche, a tenant of my father, Richard Brooke, Esq., of Liver- 
pool, resided, when those works were written, and during many 
years previously, on a farm which belongs to my father,' rather 
more than a mile from Sosb Moss Hall; the farm, which is 
called the Peck Mill Farm, is in Little Waiford, in the parish 
of Rostheme, and there is not any reason to doubt that William 
Wyche, the tenant, was, as he claimed to be, a lineal descendant 
of this ancient family. He was an old man, of limited educa- 
tion even for a small farmer, so much bo that if he could read, 
he could not write perfectly. He died about 1831, and the 
farm was then occupied by his widow, Elizabeth Wyche, for 
several years, and afterwards by his son, Samuel Wyche, who 
was in very poor circumstances, and left it in 1839. 

On the 28th of April, 1822, and again on 26th of December, 
1831, I went to look at Soss Moss Hall; and on the 4th of 
September, 1848, 1 happened to be at the Peck Mill Farm, and 
feeling a desire once more to examine the seat of this ancient 
family, I walked irom the form to Soss Moss, lo amuse myself 
with another inspection of the old hall, and I found little or no 
change in it since my first visit. It stands about three hundred 
yards to the southward of the public road at Sobs Mobb, in Nether 
Alderley, and about half that distance from the London and 
North- Western (formerly the Manchester and Birmingham) Rul- 
way, which lies between the road and the mansion. It is two 
stories high, besides having one or two rooms in the roof, and 
is of very antique appearance, principally built of timber and 
plaster, the timber being disposed in squares, in the style some- 
times called " pillar and " panel." On the east end is the fol- 
lowing inscription, cut in antique letters, in stone, on a projecting 
stack of chimneys, or range of chimney flues, of great size ; — 
T, WS" S IE a 

n see 

' In oonwqiienix of Ms dottb, on the IGtb of Jmm, 186S, alter Uii* paper wu wiitten, 
the &nn now belonga to the withor. 
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which, no doubt, gives the correct date of the buildmg or re- 
buildiDg of the eastern wing. In a room in the western wing, 
used as a dairy or milk-room, is a stone slab (similar to those 
used in dairies for placing vessels of milk upon), with the letters 
cut OQ it, in similar characters, aw. WW. Of course they 
relate to other members of the family of Wyche. 

On entering the edifice, we come into a room on the ground 
floor, now used as what is there termed a house-place (partaking 
in some degree both of the nature of a sitting-room and a 
kitchen), lighted by a large window, with small panes of glass 
let into lead, in the cottage style ; over it is a border of carved 
small round ornaments, resembling the roundles of heraldry. 
This room haa evidently been once the lai^e hall, or part of the 
large hall, or principal room of the mansion ; it has much the 
appearance of having had a portion of the east end cut off to 
form other rooms, on the ground floor, which are now used for 
various purposes ; at present it looks small and insignificant for 
such a mansion. 

The ceiUng of this room is formed of oak planks, quite black, 
with strong heavy beams of oak of the same colour. It has 
had a very large projecting chimney, with chimney-comers and 
a fire-place ; but, although the form and appearance remain, it is 
in part built up, and a common modem grate and fire-place 
are substituted. 

The principal staircase is of oak planks, and its balustrade is 
of the same wood, with lai^e flat balusters, and a heavy carved 
hand-rail, all black with age. On the first floor, up the stairs, 
on the landing, in one of the bed-chambers, and in a cheese- 
room, the old oak floors remain nearly entire ; and the oak floor 
also partially remains in another room at the eastern end of the 
building, on the same story ; into this room a communication 
was not long since made from the bed-chamber before mentioned, 
and in making it the workmen discovered that they were merely 
reopening an old door-case (which had been long blocked up), 
with its jambs and lintel. 
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The room into which the communication was so opened hnd 
formerly been let off as part of a distinct dwelling ; it lies at the 
eastern extremity of the mansion, and is now used as a bed- 
chamber. It is remarkable for being the place of discovery of 
an ancient painting, which it is to be regretted was never seen 
by any person capable of copying or properly describing it. 
The old hall is now tenanted by a farmer, who informed me 
that, in 1847, when he was making a fire-place in it, at the 
east end, and close to the range of chimney-flues before men- 
tioned, with which the fire-place now communicates, he caused 
some plaster to be removed, and by that removal exposed to 
view a painting on stone, representing several men and females, 
about five or six inches in height. The only description which 
he could give me of them was, that they appeared to him to 
have very droll dresses, like long flowing robes, of different 
colours, with ornaments, which he supposed to represent htrge 
buttons ; that some of the figures had curiously shaped hats (his 
description of them conveyed to me the idea of their being some- 
thing in the style of Spanish hats), and he stated that the paint- 
ing did not appear to him to represent any Scripture subject. 
It was covered over again with building materials when the 
fire-place was completed. It is much to be regretted that the 
figures were not copied, or at least examined by some person 
conversant with such subjects ; as it is more than probable that 
they wonld have afforded a curious and authentic illustration of 
the dresses of persons of the higher classes, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, about 15ii3. Some slight indications of a 
similar painting were once visible, over the fire-place, in a 
room on the ground floor under the room which will be next 
described. 

There is also, on the first floor, and at the east end of the 
mansion, another chamber, which once had a door of commu- 
nication with the room in which the painting was discovered, 
but of which the door-way, though visible, is now built up, and 
which is at present entered &om the outside of the building, by 
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a modera staircase and door. In this chamber there is a closet, 
built of stone, and ingeniously built into and fomning part of 
the stack or range of chimney-fluea before aientioned. The 
chamber has a fire-place, on the left of which is the stone closet 
before mentioned, which was once entered by a thin oaken door, 
of which the lower half still remains, the upper portion having 
been sawn off. The closet has been lighted from the outside, 
by two small apertures in the stone work at the back of it, now 
built up.' 

I could not discover that there were any traces of the old 
hall having ever been onrrounded by a moat, as is the case with 
some other halls near that part of Cheshire.' 

Upon the whole, considering that it belonged to a family of 
eminence in the county, I was disappointed with the size of 
Soss Mosa Hall, the appearance of the rooms, and the want 
of the conveniences and comforts which, even three centuries 
ago, such a family might be reasonably supposed to require ; nor 
does the hall convey to a spectator the idea of a mansion for- 
merly inhabited by a leading family in the county. Besides 
which, the situation of the hall is bad : it is quite in a flat, the 
soil is poor and sandy ; the public road near it was bad in several 
places, within my recollection; and, from the appearance of 
bc^>earth in many situations close to it, there cannot be a doubt 
that, less than three centuries ago, the land about it must have 

' In tbi* oloa«t u s onrioiu nibttitato for vlwt vm unknown vhen the b>U vm biiitt 
— > mter-eloMt. A. narraw fla» dsKanded into the guden from the doMt, ud wm to 
bnilt u tosppoar on theoatadaupart of the(t>ekoTniigBof dhinmay-floM) Uiettooe 
•ide-aappoTtanofitasMt remain I and tliB Mdl and vraiy thing oAaiMTe wed to fidl from 
it throngh the due to the gronnd on the ontaide, at a hob below in the etone-work, which 
■tQl remaini, and which waa pnrponly kfl open at ttw bottom of the ohimne^-ataok, (rom 
whsDce it ooold be remored when fonnd pfloeiity. I hats aean aimilar oonTeniflDcea 
(which are, I beliere, not ntoommon), at Oarilale OttOa, acyoiniug the apartmsnt eaid to 
bate been the place of oonflnementotHarj Qneen of Scott, at the ancient tower, forming 
partof BrimitagsOldHalliinCbeahiret at Lndbw Caatle, Ooodrioh Cattle, Stoke Saje 
OaaUei and aereral other old eaatlee in Bngland. 

* 8ni& aa OhoHe; Hall, Little Horeton Hall, and Hoat Ball, and tha *ite of Aldtriej 
Hall) the latter wa* bnmad down in 1779, and all vertigaa of the walla of the mudon 
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been vet, and almost a swamp; and certainly it was not the 
situation which we should expect a family of a certain rank in 
the county, to select for their principal mansion. 

The last time that I beard anything of the son of old William 
Wyche was in September, 1848, when I learnt that he had been 
for some time an ostler at a small inn at Knutsford, and had 
since been a labouring gardener at Manchester, or in its vicinity, 
and was then in very indifferent circumstances, and out of work. 
Such has been the falling away, and sad reverse, in the fortunes 
of the old and once high and influential Cheshire family of 
Wyche, or De la Wyche ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 



WILMSLOW CHURCH, 
CHESHIRE.' 



The village of Wilmslow is in the hundred of Macclesfield, in 
Cheshire, and before the introduction of railways, the mail- 
coach road from Manchester to Birmingham passed through it. 
It has not the advantage of having a market, but has some little 
trade, and possesses the convenience of being one of the stations 
of the London and North- Western (formerly the Manchester 
and Birmingham) Railway, which passes close to it ; and it is 
pleasantly situate on the south bank of the river BoUin, which 
there flows through a picturesque and beautiful valley. 

The parish of Wilmslow (anciently called Le Bolyn) contains 
four townships : — Bollin Fee, which comprehends the hamlets 
of Bolhu-cum-NorcUffe, Hough, and Dean Row ; Pownall Fee, 
which comprehends tbe hamlets of Morley and Styal ; Chorley, 
also comprehended in the manor of Pownall Fee ; and Fulshaw. 

Wilmslow, in strictness, singularly enough, consists exclu- 
sively of tbe parish church with its churchyard, and of a small 
plot of land, now covered with buildings, near the church ; and 



' The pAper upon tha old chorch of Wilnulow wu read bj tlie anthor in penon, before 
» meeting of the niatono Bot^etf of Lencubin and Cheehire, on the 3rd of U>j, IS49, 
and tbe tb>nki of tbe meeting were voted for it to him. 
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nearly the whole of the town is built in the hamlets of Hough 
and Dean Row. 

The church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and is bmlt of 
dark-coloured stoue, close to the river, and consequently derives 
no advantage from elevation or position. The tower is orna- 
mented with battlements and pinnacles> and has a peal of six 
bells; and both the tower and the church are of the Gothic 
style of architecture, though with some modem alterations. 
The church has evidently been rebuilt and considerably altered, 
at various periods, one of the latest of which must have been not 
long prior to the Reformatioo ; and it has a clerestory and rood- 
loft. The nave of the church is spacious, and on each side of it, 
and of the chancel, are lofty and pointed arches, supported by 
octagonal pillars. 

The pulpit has some handsome carved work, of a style which 
was common in the time of Elizabeth and James I. On each 
side of the chancel is an oratory or chapel. These chapels are 
separated from the altar, by projecting wing-walls, and also 
from the body of the chancel, by portions of an oaken screen, 
much mutilated; but the portions which remain are sufficient 
to show that it has been handsome ; and on the south side, some 
small Tudor roses are yet visible in many parts ; and a continua- 
tion of the wood-work, much defaced, extends under the rood-loft, 
so as to separate the chancel from the nave. 

The chapel on the south side of the chancel is called the Earl 
of Stamford's Chapel, or the Booth Chapel. The present Earl 
of Stamford is a descendant of, the family of that name. It 
contains a massive raised tomb, evidently of very great antiquity, 
built against the wall on the south side, and bearing a strong 
resemblance to an altar ; the inscription, if it ever contained any, 
is now quite obliterated. A grave-stone near it commemorates 
the " fifth son of S. William Booth, of Dunham Massey, who 
departed this life the 28th day of March, 1620," at least so the 
date appeared to me ; but there is some difficulty in deciding 
upon the two last figures of it, because the wood-woik of a 
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partition nearly covers them. Adjoiuing to it is another grave- 
stone, much defaced, to the memory of Lady Ehzabeth Booth, 
who died on the 14th June, 1636. It appears, from a state- 
meat of donations paiuted up in another part of the church, that 
this lady benevolently left a sum of money, for the distribution 
of twelve loaves of bread weekly, to poor aged persona in 
Wilmslow ; a dole which is still kept up. 

In this chapel, close to the left side of the door, on entering 
£rom the churchyard, is an ancient pew, with carved panels at 
the back, on one of which are cut the following initials and 
date: — 

SGBfi 
1567. 

Probably meant for 
period, the Booths i 
was, after many mul 
of a farmhouse, and 
vas made. 
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Griffin segreant," the armorial bearing of the Trafforda. In the 
projecting wall, on the north side of the altar, is a small square 
open recess, apparently intended, in former i^es, for an almbuiy, 
or aumbery, in which the sacred vessels, and articles used in the 
celebration of the mass, were usually kept. The roof of the 
church is very handsome, of oak, the cross beams being elabo- 
rately carved, and in various places in the roof, the initial letters 
^. %. appear in the ancient character, doubtless intended for 
Henry Trafford, the last rector of Wilmslow, before the over- 
throw of the Papal supremacy, and the first of that rectory of the 
Reformed religion, if the Reformation can strictly be sfdd to have 
been established, during the lifetime of the capricious monarch, 
Henry VIH. I shall have occasion to say more of this eccle- 
siastic hereafter. There are also one or two shields of anns 
painted on the beams, containing "the Griffin segreant, gules;" 
they furnish additional proof, that a large portion of the church, 
and probably the roof, were rebuilt or renovated, just before the 
Reformation. Amongst other ornaments on the roof, an etoile, 
or star, appears painted in several places where the beams inter- 
sect each other.^ 

The font is massive, quite devoid of ornament, and bears the 
appearance of great antiquity. 

At the west end of the church is an arch, which is said 
to have formerly opened into the belfry of the tower; it is 
an exact segment of a circle ; but as it has not the slightest 
appearance of the zig-zag, or dog's-tooth, or any other of the 
ornaments so generally met with, on Norman arches, I am of 
opinion that it is of a comparatively modem date, and was 
probably erected when a portion of the church and its tower 
were rebuilt or altered, not long before the Reformation. This 
idea receives some degree of countenance from the circumstance, 

< Aa tha ancient fiunilj of Handford, of Handford, in the adjoiDing puiih at C1ie*dlr, 
bom the atoile or star in their aima, it might be inferred that (he omunent had been in- 
troduced from that circunutance, if the start had been painted oo ahielda (like armorial 
besringa) ; but that ii not the case j at they are pointed on oin 
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that on the south-west comer of the outside of the tower, is 
a niche with its carved canopy, which formerly contained an 
image, said to have been that of the Vii^ Mary. 

The church porch, which fronts the south, has been hand- 
some, and much omameuted, but is now considerably defaced, 
and over the porch entrance is a handsomely carved niche with 
its canopy,' which is said to have contained an image of Saint 
Bartholomew, the tutelary sunt of the church ; but at present, 
in lieu of the old saint, the niche is disfigured by an unsightly 
slab, or piece of stone, of a different colour to the rest of the 
stonework near it, let into the niche with an inscription, com- 
municating the important fact, that certain good men were 
churchwardens some thirty or forty years ago.^ The fact of the 
existence on the walls of an old church, of niches, which contain, 
or formerly contuned, imi^es, is a sufficient proof, that they 
must have been erected, at least before the Reformation. 

On the south side of the nave of the church is a chapel, pro- 
jecting into the churchyard, called the Hawthorn Chapel, which, 
in the last century but one, belonged to a junior branch of the 
Leighs, of Hawthorn Hall, near Wilmslow. The arms of Leigh, 
" argent, a lion rampant, gardant, gules," with a crescent for 
difference, and also the crest of the family, appear painted over 
an arch, which connects it with the church, and also in stained 
glass in the window of the chapel. 

This chapel appears, from the style of its window, to have 
been rebuilt or altered, since the general prevalence of the Gothic 
style, but as some remains of inscriptions, in ancient characters, 
have been discovered on its walls, the inference is, that it is an 
old chapel rebuilt or much altered. 

' Now norly hidden from Tiew bj a qiuutitj of iwj, which haa carelcwl; been luSend 

' I (eldom aee inch an eiuuple of b*d tMU^ without tliiukiog of » puuge, written 
in Miine work of imagination (it maj be one of Qoldamith'*, for ought I know), which I 
read when a boj, mentioning an intcriptioD bj {iiurchwarden*, to the following dtect, 
"Bepaired and beautiRedbj Samuel Smear and Daniel Daub, chnrohwardsnt." 
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Hawthorn Hall, and the estate belonging to it, afterwards 
came from the Leighs to the family of Page, who were the pro- 
prietors of it, and resided there, during a considerable part of 
the eighteenth century, and at last sold it to a person named 
Bower, and it is now used as a school. It is about half a mile 
from Wilmslow, and is an antique brick mansion, with large 
gables, and a small cupola, and much resembles the style of 
mansions which were in fashion during the reign of William IH., 
said to have been adopted from the Dutch. The same armorial 
bearings, before mentioned, of the Leighs, with the crescent for 
difference, appears over the principal entrances, on the north 
and south fronts of the mansion ; and on the lead spouts are the 
initials of one of the Leighs, J L, and the date, 1698; which 
probably may also give us a hint of the date of the rebuilding 
of the chapel. 

In my observations on Wilmslow Church, I ought not to omit 
mentioning, that in the churchyard, at the east end, is an 
ancient grave-stone, with the date 1 596, and on the north side 
of the church is another, of the same date, inscribed with the 
names, "Phe. Dale."' 

Under the altar is an under-ground chapel or sacristy, which 
at one time was unworthily used as a charnel-house, and when I 
visited it, in January, 1 849, it was a place of deposit for bricks 
and rubbish ; I am glad to hear that they have since been re- 
moved. With some difficulty I entered it from the churchyard, 
by an opening which exists under the lai^ altar window. It 
is not vaulted with stone, as might have been expected, but the 
wooden floor near the altar forma its roof. Three recesses, 

> Whj ihooM we not hare notice the gnn at ■ brave mAa, a Dative of Stja], in tba 
piriih of Wilmilow, wBo did hoDour to Cheahire oud to his r^mant t In tlie ehuroh> 
yard, near the south aide of the chancel ia a raiaed tomb, to the niemorj of Captain John 
Worrall, aon of Henr; and Marj Woirall, of Stjal. The rollowing ia a copy of the prin- 
cipal part of it ! — " who departed this life, September 28th, 1760, aged 77. Ho BBired 60 
jearB in hia Majestie'a regiment of Carbineera, and carried and brougiit off, with honour, 
the standard, at the memorsUe battle of Malplaquet. Hi* gallant behariour u a soldier 
and his prirale rirtoe aa a memhei of society, gained Uiin the ealeem of every brave and 
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resembling aedilia, in the Gothic style, aiid which, if they had 
been discovered near an altar, would be at once pronounced 
to be sedilia, are formed in the wall in front of the opening, 
and the centre one has an inclined groove on each side, cut into 
the stone, which rather conveys the impression as if a t«m- 
poraiy desk, for reading, had formerly been sometimes fixed up 
there. It is lighted by loopholes, opening into the churchyard ; 
and on the south side is a narrow winding staircase, of which 
many of the steps remain, which at one time gave access from 
the altar to it, but the communicatioD is now built up. The 
steps in it commence under a plain Gothic arch, and the stair- 
case was lighted by a loophole, which still remains. 

The following is a list of the names of the various Rectors of 
Wilttislow, from 1839 : ^ — 

Hugo Fitton. 
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1654— 12th December, arUe . . John Brereton. 
1660— Thomas Wright. 



1661— 28th Kevember 
1673— 16th February . 
1699— 24th August . 
1705— 9th December . 
1718— 2l8t November 
1770— 4th March . . 
1787— 16th April . . 
1814— 28th March . . 



Peter Ledsham. 
Francis Mosley. 
John Usherwood, A.M. 
Joshua Wakefield. 
Henry Moore, D.D. 
Edward Berresford, A.M. 
Croxton Johnson, LL.B. 
Joseph Bradshaw, A.M. 



The Rev. John Matthias Turner, DJ)., afterwards Bishop 
of Calcutta, succeeded to the rectory about 1823, an interval 
having elapsed subsequent to the death of Mr. Bradshaw, about 
1820, during which the living was in sequestration. 

The present rector is the Rev. William Brownlow, M.A., who 
succeeded the Rev. Dr. Turner, in 1829. 

Whilst describing Wilmslow Church, although I avow myself 
a Protestant, and a member of the Church of England, with- 
out any kind of leaning towards the Church of Rome, and 
without even admiration of her ritea or ceremonies, I feel 
myself called upon, as an act of common justice to our Roman 
Catholic predecessors, to mention, that I have remarked, both 
in Wilmslow Church, and in various other ancient churches 
erected before the Reformation, that tliey appear better calcu- 
lated for hearing, or, in other words, for the transmission of 
sound, than more modern churches ; yet we might suppose that 
the large arches and massive pillars in the former would militate 
^inst that effect. It may be that the architects of an age gone 
by, understood the science of acoustics better than those of our 
time, and I throw out the suggestion (without giving any con- 
fident opinion), whether the pillars, arches, and carved oak roof, 
may not have the effect of preventing the too great niunber of 
pulses, or repetitions of sound in a given time, by returns from 
the walls, on the principle, that although the human voice in a 
large room, quite devoid of furniture, carpets, curtains, or a 
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crowded assembly, will often produce a confused and indistinct 
echo, yet the resonance of the room becomes diminished, and 
the reverberation of sound becomes less, and consequently we 
can sometimes hear better, when the speaker is delivering his 
address in the room, when it is properly furnished, and contains a 
number of auditors. I may also add, that there is not any place 
of worship which I have been accustomed to attend, where I am 
more impressed (if so much) with feeUngs of devotion, than 
when attending divine service in this and other ancient churches 
erected before the Reformation; whether those feelings may 
arise from the reflection forcing itself upon the mind, that gene- 
rations after generations of our fellow-creatures have worshipped 
there, and died since the walls of the sacred edifice were erected, 
or whether the massive walls, pillars, arches, and Gothic win- 
dows, naturally produce a certun degree of solemnity or serious- 
ness on the mind, I cannot say ; I can only speak to the e£rect 
which I have mentioned, be the cause what it may. 

There is a very ancient chest in the vestry, in which are con- 
tained the parish books, which is said to be 500 years old. It 
is formed out of one solid block of oak, nearly four feet wide, 
by five feet long, and three feet deep. 

On the north side of the altar, and erected as a continuation 
of the wing-wall before mentioned, is a very remarkable and 
perfect monument. On an altar-tomb,* and in flowing eccle- 
siastical robes, lies, the size of life, the effigy of Henry Trafford, 
who was rector of Wilmslow, both whilst the Roman Catholic 
reUgion was predominant here, and after the overthrow of the 
Papal supremacy. He obtained the living at least as early as 
1522, and died in 1537 ; and the figure is interesting, as com- 
bining, so to speak, badges of both the old and the reformed 
religion. The head has the tonsure or shaven crown, but it 
rests upon a lai^e clasped book, evidently intended for a Bible : 
a combination which I do not recollect having ever seen in any 

' A portion of* l^rge pillar at tb« head of the tomb, appeAra to bsTs bean out away, *a 
if to admit of part of it beiiig plaoed there. 
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other monumeDt. On the leaves of the Bible, parts of a short 
inscription are visible; but I was not able to reed more than the 
words " at non," which are not very legible. Bound the foar 
upper edges of the tomb is the following inscription, which un- 
fortunately is not cut, but painted on the stone, and although now 
legible, it is by no means certain that it will long continue so : — 

" Hie jacet corp' Mr. Henr'ci IVeffort aacre theologie doctor 
lice'ciat quo'd' ca'celarii metropoht' eccl'ie Ebor' et Bector de 
Holto pBon Bector etia 'eccl'sie de Siglisthom & i'ti eccl'ie qui 
obiit primo die me'a' Augusti ann' D'ni • • • mcccccxxxvii cuj* 
ai'e o'ipote's De' sit p'pti'." 

In English the inscription reads thus : — 

Here lies the body of Mr. Henry Trafford, a Doctor in Di- 
vinity, formerly Surrogate of the Chancellor of the Metropolitan 
Church of York, and Bector of Halton, Parson and Bector of the 
Church of Sigglisthome, and ai this Church, who died on the 
first day of the month of August, in the year of our Lord one 
thonsand five hundred and thirty-seven : to whose soul be the 
Almighty God mercifiit. 

In Lysons' 3/izy. Brit^ it is stated, that on the side of this 
tomb are painted an emaciated body, and scrolls with inscrip- 
tions, in text-hand. I however could not discover any trace of 
them, and probably they have been for some time defaced. 

In the reign of Henry Y. the advowson of Wilmslow came to 
the fiwnily of Trafford, and now belongs to Sir T. J. De Trafford,* 
Bart. 

In the north wall of the Fownall Chapel are two obtose 
arches, with crockets and foliage; one containing a tomb, on 
which rests the figure of a man, in flowing robes, his head rest- 
ing between two tuns or casks, with a scroll on his body, 
containing the word "Neoton." The adjoining one contains 
a tomb, on which rests the figure of a female, in a flowing robe, 
with the heed resting on a garb, or sheaf of com, and with 

I Lytoiu' Oatiir*, p.4Gl. 

* Bjr hii death, since thii paper wh read, the adv ovioii now belonga to hi* ton, Sir 
Hnmphn; De Tntflbrd, Bart. 
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a purse or pouch attached to her girdle. Both tombs have 
fronts, ornamented with remains of carved work and shields, but 
they are so much in the dark, by the construction of tlie seats, 
and the valances in the pews, that even with a candle which the 
sexton brought me, I could not discover any armorial bearings. 
The pew adjoining the tomb which has the figure of the man. 
was not long ago used by the residents of Fownall Hall, near 
Wilmslow, which formerly belonged to an ancient family named 
Fttton, afterwards to another named Fownall, and, after passing 
through many hands, was purchased by Mr. John Worrall, in 
1817, and was again sold, some eighteen or nineteen years ago, 
to James Fownall, Esq.,' of Liverpool, who resided there for 
some time after his purchase. 

It is well known what a proneness existed, during the middle 
ages, to make punning rebuses, even in sacred buildings ; and if 
the male figure be intended for the effigy of Humphrey Newton, 
after mentioned, I cannot discover a reason for the head of that 
figure being placed or fitted between two tuns or casks, which 
appears intended as a rebus or figurative enigma on the word 
Fit-ton, and has no allusion, that I am aware of, to the word 
Newton. I do not mean to hazard any opinion as to the time 
when the word " Neuton " was inscribed on it ; but, if it were 
originally inscribed there, I cannot see the application of the 
punning rebus to the name Newton. I could not find the 
shghtest trace of any inscription except that, on either of the 
monuments ; but we are informed, on the authority of Ormerod,^ 
that on the man's tomb was formerly the following inscription : 
— "Orate pro Humphrido Neuton de Fownall Armigero, et 
Elena uxore ejus, fil : et hered : Tho. Fitton et Cecilie ux : ejus, 
qui obiit a.d. uccccc." A modem inscription, in stained glass, 
also commemorating Humphrey Newton and Ellen his wife, has 
been recently placed in the window above the tomb. 

In the chancel, in the front of the altar, is a grave-stone, with 

■ He died in 1S66, hsTing, not long before hii death, told the estate. 
' Onnerad's CKeiktrt, vol.iii. p. 311 (note). 
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brasses, representing a male and female, Sir Robert Booth, 
Knight, of BoUin and Dunham, and Douce, his wife, with the 
right hand of the former clasping that of the latter. This Sir 
Bobert Booth is said ' to have been slain at the battle of Blore 
Heath, in the wars of York and Lancaster ; and there is every 
reason to believe the statement, which is corroborated in a 
remarkable manner, by the fact that the battle was fought 
on St. Tecla's day,' 1459, which saint's day is mentioned 
in the inscription on the brass, as the date of his death. The 
following is a copy of the inscription, given by Ormerod:' 
— " Hie jacent corpus Roberti del Bothe, militis, quondam 
d'ni de Bolyn, Tfaometon, et Dunh'm qui obiit in festo s'ce 
Tecle Virffini» anno domini miWmo cccchx* et corpus Bulcie 
ua'rig d'ci Rob'ti del Bothe que obiit in castrino s'cte be'e Vir- 
ginis anno Domini mill'mo cccc quinquaffesimo tercio, quorum 
animabus p'p'tietur Deag. Amen'' 

Some parts of the inscription have been purloined or lost, and 
some portions are preserved in the vestry, and a small part still 
remains affixed to the stone; but if the inscription given by 
Ormerod be correct, as there is reason to believe, one or two 
fragments, which probably got loose, have been injudiciously 
riveted on, in wrong places. Immediately following the part of 
the date relating to the husband, " mill'mo cccc," the pieces of 
brass containing the words " quinquagesimo tercio, quorum ani- 
mabus p'p'tietur Deus. Amen," have been riveted on in a wrong 

' Onnarod'* Ctuiin, toL iiL p. 811. ' Sm Ouptw II. p. 26. 

' Ormerod'* CJUtUrv, tdI. iiL p. Sll. 

* AltlioDgh OmMTod (in toI. i. xiiii. note y, ud toL iiL p. Sll,) mentioni the data on 
tiM tomb u lUO, I foond it imponibLe to uoertain whetber tbat bad erer been the owe, 
becwiM the two bat lettem oi tbat part of the brut irbitb contained the date, are miaBiiig. 
The dal« o( the battle ii given in 6 Roi. Pari. 38th Henry TT. p. S4S (a tetj high autho- 
rit;), aa Simda; next after the Feart of St. Uittbaw tbs Apoitle, in the S8th year of 
Henry VT., whioh tss in 1469. In Hollnihed'a ChivnicUt it i< atated to have been fought 
OD the day of St. Tenia, 23rd Beptember, 1469 ; and in HaU'a and in Qrallon'a Chronicltt, 
St. Tecla's day ii alM mentioned to hare been the day of the battle ; and in Baker'B 
ChmticUf and Stow'* Aimait, though the month and day are not named, 1469 is given 
aa the year in whioh it wa« fbught) Oart^ the biatorian, alio givea the date aa Sunday, 
the 2Srd S^itember, 1469. 
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place, and, so far from having any relation to the death of the 
husband, clearly allude to the death of the wife, in 1453, and 
conclude with the prayer so common, in those times, for the 
souls of both of them. 

Such portions of the inscription as I could ascertain, from a 
careful inspection both of the parts of the inscription aod brass 
fixed to the stone, and of the parts which are loose, are marked 
in italica in the above copy of the inscription.' 

The brass has originally had a handsome Gothic canopy en- 
graved over each figure, but at present one portion, that over 
the husband, is missing. He is represented without a helmet, 
and bareheaded, and in the armour of that age, but without 
gauntlets (which indeed would have been a little incongruous, as 
he is clasping the hand of his wife), and with a plated gorget, 
and rather remarkable pauldrons; his feet rest upon a grey- 
hound, and near them is a shield of four quarters, of which the 
dexter chief only can be deciphered, which represents a lion pas- 
sant gardant. The wife is represented in a loose robe, with her 
hair Sowing, and without any kind of head-dress, except a nar- 
row fillet or band, on which precious stones appear to have been 
represented, and at her feet is a small dog ; over her head is a 
shield, on which is a bend with three garbs. A similar coat of 
arms appears on the wood-work attached to a seat, situate very 
near the grave, carved boldly, and evidently at a remote period 
back, and it is also seen in stained glass in the large altar win- 
dow ; it appears to be the arms of Fitton, which were, " argent, 
on a bend azure, three garbs, or." Some few other armorial 
bearings and fragments of stained glass, but in very indifferent 
preservation, may be seen in the window of the chancel.' 

> Ormorod itotn (to), iii. p. 311, nat«y), that the insoription poaseaus oonildflrBble in- 
tereat, m being tbs menorUl of the 6r*t ChMhira mala uoator of ths Booths, and of the 
heireu of Dunham Huaej and the BoMd ; uid that it U the oaij iiifcription now re- 
maining in the coud^, relating to an; of the warrion who fell at Blore Heath. 

* A. rubbing from the bmu of Sir Bobert Bootb'i monument, which I exhibited to the 
meeting, vaa kindlj lent to me for the pnrpoae, bj the rector, the Ber.WiUiam Brownlow, 
to whom I am much obliged, for tertni nlnable euggeations and infbnnation cdative to the 
ohnrcb i amongit which I m«}r mention, that it appean, from the ehurchwudena' aooonnta, 
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In concluding, I muBt here express my regret that this 
interesting monument should be so situated as to be exposed 
to great risk of injury, and even of destruction. It is usually 
covered by a mat, but that is not a certain safeguard against 
its being worn and trampled under foot, by persons passing 
through the chancel, and it is close to the place where the 
charity children sit, a class of beings not very likely to respect 
old monuments. The same plan might be advantageously pur- 
sued respecting it, which has been successfully adopted with 
other monuments, in other churches : it might, at a very trivial 
expraise, be removed, with the grave-stone to which it is at- 
tached, and placed, in an upright position, on one of the wails 
of the chancel, and a common grave-stone might be put down 
in the place of the present one, with a few words engraved, com- 
memorating the removal. The inscription on the Trafibrd tomb 
might, at a light expense, be cut in, by a skilful man, so as to 
be a copy, verbatim et literatim, of the words now painted on 
it, and precisely in their present characters and places, in order 
to prevent the inscription from being lost. 

It is to be hoped that some of the members of the families of 
the personages interred under the two last-named monuments, 
will adopt some plan, with the sanction of the rector, for their 
preservation ; if not, it would be judicious for some few indi- 
viduals, who possess sufficient taste to appreciate those interest- 
ing memorials of an age long past, to set on foot a small sub- 
scription, and adopt measures to preserve them from further 
injury or mutilation. 

The following hues, from Crabbe,* may, without impropriety, 
be quoted here, after describing the ancient monuments in the 

church : ■■ WoDder not, morUl, at thy quick deoftj. 

Bee I men of msTble pieoemsal melt awaj g 
Wb«n kIiom the image we no longer read, 
Butm 



lh»t, during the oiril w«r, the pipes of the organ of tbo church wen broken up b; the 
Parliamentarian troopa, to make bullet*. 
> Poem of the Boromgk, p. 21. 
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HANDFOBD HALL 

AMD 

CHEADLE CHURCH, 
CHESHIRE.* 



Handford is a township of the parish of Cheadle, in Cheshire, 
in the hundred of Macclesfield, intersected by the London and 
North Western (formerly the Manchester and Birmingham) 
Railway, and situated eleven miles Irom Manchester, and five 
miles 9onth-west>by-8outh from Stockport. 

The village of Handford is agreeably situated in a plea- 
sant part of Cheshire, upon the turnpike-road leading from 
Manchester to Wilmslow and Congleton. On entering the vil- 
lage from the northward, a neat but small country church, of 
brick, which is a chapal-of-ease under Cheadle, lying on the left 
side of the road, and a well-built National School, on the right, 
are conspicuous objects. 

The Village Green is noticed by Sir William Brereton, Bart., 
of Handford, whose family I shall soon have occasion to advert 
to, and whose travels in Holland, England, &c. &c., in 1684 
and 1635, have been published by the Cheetbam Society, in 

' The paper upon Handford Hall and Cheadle Chorah, vai nod bj the ■otbor in per- 
•on, before a meeling of the Hutorie Sode^ of Lancwhire aod CSuihiie, on the Srd of 
Jaavarj, ISSOi andlbe tbMiktof theDteetiug mre voted for it lohnn. 
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vol. i. of the Cheetham Papers. He refers to the Village Green,* 
when narrating his travels in Scotlaud, and in describing one of 
the places of public entertainment, he calls it " a poorer house 
than any upon Handforth Green;" and again' be afterwards 
states that he had been in a small tavern in Ireland, " a little 
low thatched Irish house, not to be compared nnto Jane Kelsall's, 
of the Green at Handforth." ' Her cottage has disappeared, 
and the Green has long been enclosed : no appearance of either 
of them now remains, and it may be a question whether por- 
tions of the railway and its station do not stand on what was 
once the south-eastern end of the Green ; it is, however, to a 
certain degree, preserved from obUvion, by the field enclosed 
from its site, being still called the Green Field. 

Handford is also sometimes known by the names of Hanford, 
Honford, Handforth, Handford-cum-Bosden, and Handforth- 
cum-Bosden (Handford being a joint township with the town- 
ship of Bosden). Some centuries ago the manor and estate of 
Handford belonged to the ancient family of Handford of Hand- 
ford ; then, by marriage, to that of Brereton, in the reign of 
Elizabeth ;* they afterwards passed, under a deed of settlement, 
to that of Booth, Sir William Brereton having, in the reign of 
Charles 11., settled them, in default of male issue of his son, on 
Nathaniel Booth, Esq., of Mottram St. Andrew, in tail male ; 
but the estate did not remain any considerable time with the 
Booths, and it soon became subdivided amongst various pro- 
prietors. The manorial rights, however, remained a much longer 
period with the Booths ; the manor having been sold and con- 
veyed, in 1766, by Nathaniel, Baron Delaraer, formerly Nathaniel 
Booth, Esq., and others, to Edward Wrench, Esq., of Chester ; 
in 1 806, it was again sold, to Mr. Joseph Cooper, of Handford ; 
and, in 1808, it was once more sold, by the devisees in trust 
under his will, to Mr. William Pass, of Altrincham. 

■ dOTOoM Paper; tdL L p. 122. ' Ibid., p. 161. 

■ He (UWirardsapeUi it "Handford": ToLLp.lSg. 

* "Ljiim' Xtg. Brii., COOTUtw, p. G6S ; Ormetod'i C»c*iw«, *oLui pp. 328, 327. 
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The family of Brereton, and also those of Grosvenor and Da- 
venport, are mentioned by Ormerod, in his History of Cheihtre, 
as families which can be proved, by ancient deeds, to have 
existed at or near the time of the Conquest. 

I do not pretend to give a full historical account of the old 
family of Brereton, especially as some very interesting particulars 
respecting it, have been recently given by Sir Fortunatus Dwarris, 
in a paper, read before the Society of Antiquaries.* Sir Handle 
Brereton, of Shocklach and Malpas Hall, in Cheshire, grandson 
of the founder of that branch, was Chamberlain of Chester, in 
the 19th and 20th years of the reign of Henry VII., and one of 
the Knights of the body to that King. He is mentioned gene- 
rally as Chamberlain to Heniy VII., in the 21st year of that 
monarch's reign, and that be held that office twenty-six years, 
to the 23rd of Henry VIII., by whom he was made a Knight 
Banneret, as a reward for his conduct at Terouenne and Toumay. 
He built the Brereton Chapel^ in the Church of Malpas, in 
1&22, where he was buried, leaving issue nine sons and three 
daughters.* 

Sir Handle Brereton's second and ninth sons were founders 
respectively of the Tatton and the Handford branches of the 
Breretons. His seventh son succeeded his father as Cham- 
berlain of Cheater, and was Groom of the Chamber to King 
Henry VIII. He married EUzabeth, daughter of Charles Earl 
of Worcester, widow of Sir John SavE^, and was beheaded, 
upon a most questionable charge of criminal intercourse with 
Queen Anne Boleyn, in 1536, when he was twenty-eight years 
of age, and a young married man. It may be noticed inci- 
dentally that Queen Anne fioleyn's favourite lap-dog (an Italian 
greyhound) vras named Urian, the name of a brother of the 
Groom of the Chamber, and a family name in the Malpas Hall 

' Areluaotogia, roL zziiii. p. S6. 

' Arcfutatogia, vol, uiiij. p. 73. It U enolosed hj ■ MTson of oaired oak, round the 
upper p&rt of wbioh ■• inieribed, " Praj, good people, for tbe proiperoui eatat« of Sir Ban- 
dulph Brerelon of thia work eiliOcatoar wjth bis wjfe Dame Helenor," Ilc. 

' Arekaalagia, toI. siiiii. p. 7S. 
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branch of the Brereton family, derived froni the earl; Barons of 
Malpas. " Trifles hght as air are to the jealous confirmations 
strong as proofs of Holy Writ." 

Sir Urian Brereton, the ninth son of Sii Handle Brereton, of 
the Shocklach and Malpas Hall branch, married Margaret, the 
daughter and sole heiress of William Handford, Esq., of Hand- 
ford. His son, grandson, and great-grandson, were all of the 
name of William ; and it was the latter (Sir William Brereton, 
Bart.), who was the distinguished Parliamentarian general,^ and 
whose achievements are so well known to persons who have de- 
voted their attention to the nnbapp; war between Charles I. and 
the Parliament, iti which — now that the excess of party-heat has 
long ago subsided, and the history of those times can be dis- 
passionately considered — there is too much reason to believe 
that both parties were in the wrong. His Dotorious aversion 
to piiurch government, noticed by Clarendon, was probably 
heightened by circumstances; bnt he appears, by his early 
travels, to have been always of a sober, serious, and religious 
turn of mind, with a penchant for spicy sermons. He married 
a daughter of Sir Geoi^ Booth, who was considered the comer- 
stone of the Presbyterian interest in Cheshire, and is described 
by writers of the day as " free, grave, godly, brave Booth, the 
flower of Cheshire." Sir William Brereton was also the friend 
and neighbour of Henry Bradshaw, of Colonel Duckinfield, and 
of Lenthall ; tiie latter of whom afterwards married his daughter. 
The crael and unjust execution of the Groom of the Chamber, 
by Henry VIII., rankled in the breasts of his family and con- 
nections; the imposition of ship-money had led Sir William 
Brereton into collision with the citizens of Chester ; and he had 
disputes with the church and corporation of that city, about 
exemptions from tolls, and for murage, on account of his lands 
of St. Mary's Nunnery in Chester, granted by the Crown to his 
family. 

' Arelt0olcyia, toL iiiiii. pp. 7^ 75, 76. 
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The before-mentioned WilliBin BreretoD, of Handford, was 
created a Baronet in 1626-7, and the title became extinct on the 
death of Sir Thomas Brereton, Bart., in 1073.* 

A copy of the principal portion of the Pedigree of the Brere- 
tons, of Handford,' so far as is necessary to elucidate the subject, 
wOl be given afterwards. 

Another branch of this ancient family was that of the Brere- 
tons, of Brereton Hall, Cheshire. It is, however, foreign to the 
purpose to go into any particulars with respect to that branch, 
here, further than to mention, that that branch was ennobled ; 
and, as a proof of the divisions which existed in eome of the 
principal families during the disastrous period of the civil war. 
Lord Brereton, of the latter branch, eminently distinguished 
himself by his devotion to the opposite cause, and raised troops 
and ventured his life and property on the part of King Charles I. 
Lord Brereton was taken prisoner, with his wife and son ; he 
suffered sequestration of his estates, and was ultimately reduced 
to compound for them, and to pay a composition for his son. 
After the restoration. Lord Brereton was associated with the 
Earl of Derby, in the Lord Lieutenancy of the county of Chester; 
he was also member for the county in the first Parliament en- 
suing, as many of the members of his family bad been in prior 
Parliaments.' 
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This manMon, like many others situated in various parts of 
Cheshire, is principally built of timber and plaster, the timber 
being disposed in squares, which are filled up with plaster. At 
the front or main door is a porch, the entrance to which is under 
a beam of oak, supported at each end by a very large beam, of 
that wood. On the transverse beam, which forms what may be 
considered a kind of arch, at the entrance, the following inscrip- 
tion is carved, in Old English characters : — 

"This haulle was buylded in the yeare of oure Lord God 
HcccccLxii by Uryan Breretoun Knight whom maryed Margaret 
daughter and HeyreofWyllyamHandforthofHandfortheEsquye 
and had issue III sonnes and || daughters" 

Underneath the inscription, and on each side of the arch of 
the porch, are as follows : — On one side the letter V (for Uriao), 
and on the other the letter B (for Brereton), and between them, 
on a border running along the arch, is carved a tun or cask (in 
the centre), and also a brier, the stem and foliage of which 
extend, on each side, from the tun to the before-mentioned 
letters ; evidently a rebus punning upon the word " Brereton " 
(or " Brier-tun "). At the upper part of the door-post of the 
porch, on the left-hand side, is an escutcheon with the arms of 
Brereton impaling those of Handford. Ormerod calls it " the 
coat of arms of Brereton quartering Ipstoncs, and impaling 
Handford," and adds, " Brereton has for difierence a cross cross- 
let between the bars, and a crescent on the first bar."' The last 
time that I visited the hall was on the 11th January, 1849, and 
then, possibly in consequence of the wearing effects of time and 
weather on the coat of arms, I was not able to discover any 
crescent, but I did distinguish the cross crosslet. I could dis- 
cern that there were some quarterings on the dexter side, but 
they were so impaired by time, that except those of Brereton 
proper, I could not clearly distinguish them.' The arms of 

1 Omerod'* CkaMre, Tol. iii. p. 827- 

I Since writing the abore, I iuiT« >gun (on the iSth 3an\iMij, 1860) Tiiited the old 
hall it Handford, and euroined the eacutohmm there, under oireanutanoea mora bfour- 
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Breretou are "Ai^ent two bars sable, a crescent gules" ' (on the 
first bar) ; crest, " a bear's head and neck, erased sable, muzzled 
gules." ' The arms of Handford (which are impaled with those 
of Brereton), are first and fourth, sable, a star argent pierced of 
the field, for Handford proper ; second and third, gules, a scythe 
argent, for Praers ; * with which family the Handfords had for- 
merly intermarried. The wife's arms are nearly perfect, and 
are plfdn to the sight, the sinister side of the carved escutcheon 
having suffered less than the dexter side : both sides are, how- 
ever, too much worn to enable me to distinguish the metals or 
colours, even if the marks of discrimination were then used, or 
to decide whether the star (for Handford) was " pierced of the 
field." 

At the upper part of the corresponding or ri^t door-post is 
the crest of the Breretons, a bear's head and neck erased muz- 
zled.* The fronts of the door-posts of the porch have also been 
ornamented with carving ; and the before-mentioned border 
with the brier is also continued down to the ground, on each of 
the door-posts. 

This mansion is stated by Ormerod to have originally formed 
a quadrangle, but I could not satisfy myself, by inspection, 
whether that had been the case, although it is clear that it was 



able tor eumiDntion j and I uoertauied that it containa on the deiter lido, lit and 4th 
the arnii, m aboTe daaoribed, of Brereton proper ; 2nd and Srd, a cbereron between three 
ereeeentai and on the einiiter tide the wife's anna, aa abore described. 

^ Bdmondion'a Baraldry, toI. iL, where the oieaoent ia (as to iome, at t«aet, of the 
Cbeabire Brcntona) stated to be " charged with a muUet, or." Edmondson alao states 
tbat the mnnle of the cnat (Bear's head and neck) is " studded or." Ormerod also 
mentions an additional crest of this branch of the bmilj, " a Griphon with wing) elevated 
gulea, standing on a chapean gnlee, tamed up or;" bat if lo, it Is not introduced at the ' 
otdbaU. 

' The ancient familj of Pners was of Barthomley, and alio of Baddilef, in Cheshire, 
now eltinot. John Hanford, of Eooford, manied Margerj, daughter of William 
Piaen, of Baddilej, Sheriff of Cheahire in Sard Edward III. — Ormerod, toI. iii, 
pp. lea, 827. 

■ On again inipeoting it (onSSth Janiuunr,1660),IaaoertBined that the crest is charged, 
on the neok, with a croia crosslet, Memingl; (for it ts not distinct) within an annulet or 
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once much larger than it now is. Early in 1849, in dig^g a 
drain in front of the hall, in a place which had been part of a 
garden, some human bones were fonnd, with some wood, possibly 
parts of coffins, conveying an impression as if there had once been 
a place of interment there ; but the remains were inconsiderable, 
and the researches were not pursued by any further excavation. 
There were persons, who have not been very long dead, who 
used to say that there had been grave-stones existing as late as 
in the last century, close to the hall. Traces of foondationa 
have also been formerly discovered at the hall, conjectured to 
have formed part of a chapel ; of course such a conjectnre must 
be received with caution ; as the mansion was once considerably 
larger, it does not follow that they may not have formed part of 
the foundations of other parts of it. 

The hall has long been used as a farm-house, and belongs to 
the Rev. Henry Wright, of Mottram St. Andrew. 

The brook before mentioned is one of the tributaries of a 
small river, called the Dean, and flows apon part of an estate at 
Handford, called the Brooke Farm estate, belonging to my father, 
Richard Brooke, Esq.,* and which has been for a very long period 
Id my family. The brook separates that estate in part from the 
adjoining one held with the hall, belonging to the Rev. Henry 
Wright. Some indications of fishponds and terraces may be 
seen in part of the field, which slopes down from the hall, 
towards the brook, conveying strongly the idea of the spot 
having been the site of a garden or pleasure-ground. As a 
proof how indifferent and inattentive the fitmilies of high con- 
sideration in the county were, in comparatively recent times, 
to many of the conveniences and requisites which respectable 
families now consider indispensable, I may observe, that the 
only road from the highway and village to the hall, crossed 
the brook, and that there was not any bridge there until about 



' In conieqaeDce of bii dealli, od the ISlh of June, 1862, tUm thia paper w 
nUte DOW bdoDgB to tile •uthor. 
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1846 or 1847.' The Breretoos must cooBequmtiy have been 
obUged to cross it on horseback, or on stepping-stones, or have 
waded through it; and though the brook is quiet, and very 
shallow in dry weather, it is liable to rise and become much 
swollen after heavy nuns, as I have more than once seen ; and 
the act of crossing it in the dark, and after a continuance of 
wet weather, must have been a feat frequently attended not 
merely with much inconvenience, but with some danger. That 
circumstance may be mentioned, as exhibiting a feature in the 
habits of the country gentry of consideration in Cheshire, in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when the Breretons resided 
at the hall. 

llie interior of Handford Hall has been much changed, and 
the rooms considerably altered ; the alterations, however useful 
they may be to a farmer, are sad desecrations in the eyes of an 
antiquary; but still something remains to interest the latter. 
The staircase is of oak, and is wide and handsome, with highly 
ornamented flat balusters, the upper part of which is curiously 
carved in open work, so as to form rather small and round- 
headed arches, cut through the wood, in a style occasionally 
used in the times of Elizabeth and James I. Above the arches 
are carved ornaments, not unhke lozenges, and the balustrade is 
surmounted with a heavy carved handrail, all of oak ; and the 
whole balustrade, though handsomer than that of Boss Moss 
Hall, described by me in a former paper, has some resemblance 
to it. On the landing on the first floor, at the head of the 
stairs, is a large foldbg door, each fold c^ which is laid out in 
panels, on the lowest of which were formerly four ornaments of 
fieura-de-H», placed at the top, bottom, and on each side re- 
spectively; and each four pointing towards the centre of the 
panel; several of these _fiear8-de4is ornaments still remain. 
Above them are other panels, each decorated with four lozenge- 

' Prior to th« ereoUoD of the bridgs, there howerer wu, and bad been, u far back as 
ooold be neoIlec(«d, • pUuk, with a haodnil, orer tbe itrMuii, bj which foot-pfiaiigera 
oouldoi«M. 
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shaped ornaments, also disposed so that each points to the 
centre. I was strack with the resemblance to the lozenge- 
shaped carved ornaments which are to be seen on the pulpit of 
Wilmslow Church, only a mile distant from Handford, and 
mentioned in a former paper. The folding door before men- 
tioned, opened into what was the principal apartment on that 
floor, but which is now quite stripped of all appearance of 
antiquity. Several windows of the old hall have been mo- 
dernized, but there are still some of them remaining, ap- 
parently as they have been for many generations, with small 
squares of glass let into lead, such as may be seen in many old 
houses. 

There are several modem additions of brick, and other altera- 
tions in the hall, which detract from its appearance ; still it has 
an Eur of antiquity, and correctly conveys the impression of 
having been the residence of a family of importance. 

The chapel-of-ease, before mentioned, in the village of Hand- 
ford, was built in 1837, by subscription of the landowners there, 
and of other benevolent persons ; the scheme having been set on 
foot and much assisted by the exertions of the Rev. Edward 
Trafibrd Leigh, the then rector of Cheadle, in which parish it is 
situated. 

A handsome brick viaduct of the Railway crosses a pic- 
turesque valley at Handford, through which the river Dean 
flows ; and, after joining the BoUin near Wilmslow, the com- 
bined rivers fall into the Mersey, near Altrincham. 

The place of interment of the Breretons of Handford was in 
the parish church of Cheadle, distant nearly four miles from the 
hall. The church is in the vill^e of Cheadle, and is an old 
stone edifice of the Gothic style of architecture, with a chancel, 
a clerestory, a nave with four pointed arches on each side, rest- 
ing on octagonal pillars, and with side aisles. It has a square 
tower, with six bells. It is a rectory which has for many years 
been in the patronage of the Broughtons ; and the present rector 
is the Rev. Charles James Cummings. 
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There is a striking general resemblance between the churches 
of Cheadle, Wilmslow, and Bowdon, all in the same part of 
Chtidhire ; and they all appear to have been rebuilt, or consider- 
ably altered, or repaired, not long before the Reformation ; and 
tradition says, that all three were repaired or rebuilt at the same 
time, which receives considerable corroboration, not merely from 
the resemblance in the appearanue and style of the churches, but 
also from the fact, that an inscription, which I saw a few years 
ago, and which probably still remains, on the stained glass of a 
window at Bowdon Church, mentions the name of a prior of 
Birkenhead, the last or one of the last priors of that place, who 
is stated in the inscription, to have presented the window to the 
church. 

The church at Cheadle is dedicated to the Virgin Mary. A 
chapel, called the Handford Chapel, is on the south side of the 
church. In this chapel is a large altar tomb, on which are re- 
cumbent marble figures of two knights or personages, in com- 
plete plate armour, of a very richly ornamented style, and each 
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rests npon a helmet with a plome of feathers, coloured blue, 
white, and red : the feet do not rest upon any aDimal. 

On the Dorth side of this tomb is the following inscriptioo : — 

" Here lyeth the body o( S' Thomas 

BreretoD of Handforth Barrooett 

who married Tfaeodosia, Daughter 

to the Right Hononrable Humble 

Lord Ward and the Lady Fraacea 

Banrooesse Dndley, bee departed 

this life the 7th of January 

Anno Dom : 1673 

^tatis Sas 43. 

On the dexter side of that inscription is a shield of the arms 
of Brereton, before described, with the badge of Baronetcy ; the 
crescent gules, before mentioned, appears on the first bar in the 
arms, but there is not the cross crosslet (before adverted to, in 
noticing the arms at Handford Hall) ; and on the sinister side ia 
a shield of the arms of Ward, " chequy, or and azure, a bend 
ermine." The east and south sides of the monument are so 
close to the walls, that it is impossible to ascertain what they 
contain by way of inscriptions or heraldic devices ; and the sune 
remark applies to the west end, where the side of a pew com- 
pletely precludes all examination. All the three e£Bgies are said 
to be those of Brcretons, and there does not seem to be any fair 
doubt of the fact. The tombs seem to have been removed to 
their present position, as it is scarcely probable that they were 
originally crowded close to each other, and to the walls, as they 
now are. 

In the east window of the Handford Chapel is a mutilated 
shield of arms, in stained glass ; the parts remaining are, as far 
as I could distinguish, as follows : — On the dexter side, on a 
chief azure, three bucks' heads caboshed, or, for Stanley (the 
rest of the dexter side is so much injured that it cannot be dis- 
tinguished) ; intpaling the arms of a female, evidenUy one of the 
Handfords, of which only the following quarterings remain dis- 
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tinguLshable, viz. : second, gales, a scythe argent, for Praers ; 
fourth, sable, a star, with six or eight rays (it is not easy to dia> 
tinguish the number), argent, for Handford ; the crest is rather 
defaced, but seems to be an eagle's head erased, holding in its 
beak an e^le's leg and claws erased. 

Ormerod describes the arms in the window, as the arms of 
" Stanley impaUng Handford, on a chief engrailed azure, three 
bucks or; impaling Handford, first and fomi;h, sable, a star 
of six rays ai^nt; second and third, gules, a scythe ai^nt, 
Praers ; crest, an eagle's head erased or, holding in the mouth a 
claw gules." ' It is probable that the stained glass (with the 
arms) was more perfect when Ormerod wrote, than at present ; 
but he seems to have fallen into an error, in mentioning three 
"bucks" instead of "bucks* heads" on the chief. On the 
dexter side of the arms is the inscription " Vamtas vanitatum." 
The chapel has a carved oak screen or frame-work, enclosing it 
on the west and north sides, with some carving, not very dis- 
similar to lace-work, but much injured ; with a cornice contain- 
taining the before-mentioned rebus, of a brier and a tun, for 
Brereton, repeated thirteen times, with the initial letters V and B 
between each alternately, for " Urian " and " Brereton," on the 
north side, but the rebus has been destroyed on the west side.' 
At the bottom of the screen, on each of those sides, are panels, 
carved so as to resemble drapery, in upright folds, with two 
arrows showing themselves upon the drapery on one or two of 
the panels, and which probably may also have formerly appeared 
on some of the others. 

On the north side of the church is the part called the Mosely 
Chapel, and sometimes called the Bamford Chapel, which has 



■ OrmaQd't (TAuWit, toL iii. p. 322. He *fl«nnrda, in « note {Hid. p. 923), girea the 
followiitg^M ft dttoriptioD (&om ths origintl gnmt) of (be oratti— **Ciwt,onawn>th,Mi 
«agle*> be*d cooped or, holding in ita b«ak lut eagle't 1^ and daws, nnguted galea." 

* It U bir to conclude, trom the ooourreooe of thoM iiiitiaU and of the rebiu, that tbo 
dbte of the enction of the chapel ma; have been cooral with t)ie building of Handford 
Hall, in liCA 
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on the south and west aides a screen or frame-work of cured 
oak, of a plainer style, and apparently of an older date, thui 
that of the Handford Chapel. It is much mutilated, and there 
are on it traces of an inscription, in the old characters, of which 
only a few letters are still visible and legible ; but I was in- 
formed, by Mr. George Smith, the clerk, that the pulpit, which 
has been removed, and placed close to the screen, now conceals 
other imperfect portions of the inscription, which, however, he 
had previously carefiilly copied (a measure highly creditable to 
him), and that the imperfect portions which exist, are as follows: — 
" _ — . i^nis — — artu milimo — uigetismo XXIX " ; 
the latter being meant for the date — millesimo quingentesimo 
undetricesimo (1529). 

The roof of the church is of oak, supported by elaborately 
carved oak beams, with cross rafters, also handsomely carved, 
and with bosses at the intersecting points of the rafters ; in 
several places the etoiles or stars, similar to those mentioned in 
my account of Wilmslow Church, are also carved on the bosses. 
Some modern bosses have been recently introduced in the roof 
of the chancel, and of the side aisles, where the old ones 
had disappeared ; they have been carved in good taste by Mr. 
Smith, in strict conformity with the remaining ancient ones; 
he is not only the clerk of the church, but also a mason, and the 
Gothic font, which was presented by him, and is now used in 
the church, is of his design and workmanship. 

On the east window, which has been sadly altered for the 
worse, is a mutilated inscriptiou, in stuned glass (which may, 
however, have originally belonged to a much older window), with 
the date 1556. 

The chancel is separated from the nave by a alight screen of 
carved oak, nearly denuded of all ornament, which seems to 
have been the lower part of the rood-loft, the upper portion 
having been long since destroyed. 

On a grave-stone near the altar is a small brass plate, with 
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the arms of Bulkeley, three bulla' heads couped, and the follow- 
ing inBcription : — 

" Hie jacet Humphridus Bulkeley Armiger, Klius et Haerea 
Richardi Bulkeley, Annigeri, et Katheruwe TJxoris, Klise Georgii 
Nedham de Thoniset, in comitatu Derbise Annigeri ; Richardus 
Filius fiiit primogenitus Richardi Bulkeley, Militia de Beaumaris 
et Cheadle per uxorem pnorem; Humphridus Bulkeley pne- 
dictua obiit octavo die Septembris, anno Domini, 1678." 

From the style and appearance of the present east or altar 
window, it is very probable that it was made during some 
general alterations and repurs of the church in the seventeenth 
ceDtury-~a supposition which receives some corroboration from 
the diite, 1634, which has been put upon the church porch ; and 
it presents us with another striking and lamentable proof of the 
ignorance of many of the persona to whom the repair of our 
churches has been intrusted, and of the debased and retrograde 
state of the science of church architecture which prevailed at 
one period : — an ugly square-looking window, with little cottage 
panes of glass, not nnlike those often seen in country schools, is 
put in the place where, no doubt, there was formerly a hand- 
some Gothic altar window.^ 

The following is a copy of the Pedigree before mentioned : — 



' Small rouDd-li««ded archw, ray aiiiular to thou on the itairoue of Htndfbrd Hkll, 
ue to ba Men, tamd on the polpit of Witnulow Church, and on the hack of the ancient 
pew (whioh hu the date 16&7) in the Booth or Earl of Stamford'* Chapel, in the chanoel ; 
hot the arche* are of conrte not cnt through tiie wood, in either initinoe, in Wilmalow 
Qiarah, a« tb^ are on the ttairoaee of Handford Hall. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



HANDFORD HALL AND CBEADLE CHDRCB. CHAP. XIII. 



P E D I G K E E. 
HONFORD OF HONFORD. 



HiHKC Di H(nnijBD= 



Uargsiy, d(Kight«T = 

and ooh«ir«w of 

William Pnen, 

ofBaddilcij, 

widow of Hugh Holt. 



TTdliam Hoii((>rd=r 



: Sir John Honlbrd, 

ofEonford; 
Iiiq.p.111. 2nd Saaj IT. 



Haraarat, dftUBhter of 

Sir LftwrencB Vfamn, 

of Fojuloo. 



WiUiBin Honford, 
of Hontbrd, Etq. : 
obiit 9Ui Sept. 1&18. 



Itt wife, Alice, ^ Snd, Bir TTrian Brereton, 

daoghler of ninth >on of 

Sir Bdmuod Trafford, Sir Handle Brereton, 

of Tnfford, of Ualpai : 



Margaret, daughter of 

Sir John SaTage: 

remarried to 

Sir Sdmnnd Tnlford. 



Hamnt, = lit, Sir John Stanley, 
•ole dkughUr Knight : 

and heiraea. obiit 1627. 



>on and heir: of Honfbrd, Eh.: 

obiit t.p. obiit 6th Jnoe, 1601. 

80(h December, 
26th Bliwbeth. 



William Brereton, ^ Katherine, daughter 



Bogrr Hurlaton, 
of J^Mster, Eaq. : 
married 1&78. 



of /k 



Har^aret, dauditer of ^ WilUam BreretOD, 

Buhard Holland, of Honford, Ru. : 

of Denton, obiit ISth Feb. 1610. 



Ist, Sunn, daughter of 
Sir Qeorge Booth, 

of Dunhsni, 
Knight and Bart. 



WJIbam Brereton, 
of Honford i 

oreated a Baronet, 
10th March, 1626-7; 
obiit 7tb April, 1661. 



Sir Thomas Breretoni^Ihoodoeia, j( 



of Honford, Bart.: 



daughter itf Humble 
IiOTdWsrd) re- 
married to the 
Hon-Chai. Brereton, 
bj whom ihc 



CinelT, wife of Bd ward 



Brabaion, joungest 
•on of the 

Earl ol Weatmeath. 



:zo.o, Google 



CHAPTER XIV. 



OFFICE OF KEEPER OF THE. ROYAL MENAGERIE. 
IN THE BEIGN OF EDWARD IV.^ 



Letter from Richard Brooke, Esq., F.S.A., to Sir Henry Ellis, 
K.H., F.R.S., Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries of LondoD, 
upon the office of Keeper of the Royal Menagerie in the Tower 
of Loadon, in the reign of Edward IV. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



284 KKEPER OK rnS royal MBNAGEBIE chap. XIV. 

strong impression, that the RoiuH Parliamentorum contained 
proofs of the existence, at an earlier date than that reign, of 
an officer of a similar description, to the one alluded to b; 
Mr. Collier. Although I have not succeeded in discovering, 
that any person is previously mentioned, as being the keeper, 
by royal authority, of bears and apes in England, I have dis- 
covered in the 5th vol. of the Botuli Parliamentorum, proofs 
in three dififereot instances, in the reign of Edward IV. ; one 
of which is as early as 1461, of the fact of a keeper (Ralph 
Hastings, Esq.), having been appointed, by letters patent of 
that King, to what would, in more modem times, be called the 
Koyal Meuagerie, in the Tower of London. Lions and lionesses 
are there mentioned, as being kept in the Tower, in all the three 
instances ; and leopards are mentioned in the first of them. As 
Edward IV. only came to the throne on the 4th of March, 1461,' 
and as the references to the grant of the office are worded in 
a commonplace manner, as if it were nothing extraordinary, 
it is only fair to presume, that the keeping of foreign animals 
in the Tower, and the appointment of an officer to have the 
custody of them, not only existed in the reign of Edward IV., 
but may have occurred at least as &r back as the reign of 
Henry VI. 

" It is probable that the passages in the Botuli Parliamentonim, 
to which I have alluded, are well known to many of our Society, 
still there may be some who are not aware of them ; and I am 
induced to subjoin extracts, and request them to be reed before 
the Society, under the impression that all information of this 
nature is useful, as tending to give us an insight into the customs 
and habits of an age gone by. 

" I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours faithfully, 

" Richard Brooke. 
" To Sir Henry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S.. 

Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries, &c. &c." 
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Extract from the Act of Declaration of tbe Royal Title and 
of Resumption of Ist Edward IV., a.d. 1461. — Rot. Par/, vol. v. 
fo. 475 :— 

"Provided also, that this aeid acte of assumpcion or resumpcion, 
extend not nor in any wise be prejudiciall uoto Banff Hastynges, 
Squier for onre body, of or in any grannte made unto hym by cure 
Ires patentes, berying date the zzx day of Juyn the first yere of oure 



seid acte or any other acte io this Parlement made or to be made 
notwithstondying." 

TheActofResumption of 4th Edward IV.,A.D.1464{i?oAPar/. 
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Periiaps the latter passage may be considered as elucidated, 
in some degree, by another passage, which occurs in the subse- 
quent act of 7th and 8th Edward IV., as will be next noticed ; 
and that 6d. a day was allowed for the keep of each lion, &c. : 
no trifling sum at that time. 

The Act of Resumption of 7th and 8th Edward IV. a.d. 1467 
and 1468 (Sot. Pari, vol v. fo. 598), also contains a proviso and 
reservation to the same effect as the last, respecting the grant 
of the office to Ralph Hastings ; but mentions Is. a day only, 
for his fees, besides a further allowance for the keep of the 
animals. It provides that the act should not prejudice the grant 
to Ralph Hastings, of the office — 

" of kepying of lyons and lyonessee within onre Tonre of London, 
or of aaj graunte mode by ob to the add Bauf, by oure letters 
pateates, of a place within the aaid Tonre, for kepying of the seid 
lions and lionesBes there deputed, or of an other place whiche for the 
aaid lions and lionesses within the seid Toure is ordeyned, or of xiirf, 
by the day by ns graunted to the seid Ranf, for his fees and occu- 
pation of the said office, or of rid. by the day by as graunted to hyoij 
for the BDBtentation of every lyon, and of every lyonesee vid." 
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PART II. 

ON THE PROBABLE PERIOD OF THE EXTINCnON 

OP WOLVES IN ENGLAND.' 



" Cruel BB death, mnd htmgt; M the gnre ! 
Bnining for bloodi bonj and gaunt, and grim I 
ABHmbling wolrea in raging troopa dtaoend i 
And pODiiiig o*«r the oountiy, b««r thug, 
Keen m (be north wind aire^ the gloMj anow. 
All ii their prite. Ibej bateo on the ateed, 
Freaa him to earth, and pierce hii mightj heart, 
Kor can the bull hii awfiil front defend, 
Or ahake the mord'iing aaTigea awaj." 

IboiUOk'b WMar. 

Sevebal deBcriptions of wild animals were, at one period, in- 
habitants of Great Britun, which, with the increase of population 
and civilization, have become extinct, amongst which may be 
mentioned, the wolf, bear,' and wild boar.' We may, however, 

■ The paper upon the probable psiod of theeztinotionof Wolrcain England, ini read 
bj the aothoT in p«faon, belbre a meeting of the litenry and PhiloKiphical Sodetj of 
Lireipoolon (he ISth of Seeember, 18G6,andthe(bankB0f the meeting wemTOted for it 

) Penwuit't SriiM Zoologg, toI. L p. SB, and the anthoritief then oitad. 

■ Ooldiaitb'i Natmral Eutory, toL iii. p. 180 1 Coke** luttitutM, toL it. p. SIR j Fen- 
nant'* SrilUk Zoology, tdI. L p. 48. Bj our eroel fbreat lawi after the Conqueet, (be 
penalty for killing a stag or boar, urai the lo« of tja. — Hallam's VUk qf lie BUtU ef 
Ewrope daring lit MiAU* Agn, toL ii. 8th edition, 8to, p. H. Chartea I. tnniad out 
wild boars in tb« New ForeM, Hatnpehire, but they were all deatrojed in the otril wan. 
— Fennant'i BrUitk Zookgjf, toL L p. 18. An attempt wa* made in the hwt oeutuiy, to 
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perhaps regret the extinction of other animals, which were not 
of a destructive kmd; for example, the beaver^ is generally 
admitted by naturalists, to have been, and the roe deer certainly 
was, formerly, a native of England. The beaver is no longer to 
be found amongst us ; and the roe deer is not now to be met 
with in any part of this country to the south of Scotland ; the 
latter, however, remained wild in Enghtnd and Wales, until the 
reign of King Henry VIII.* The fox would probably have also 
disappeared ere now, if it had not been for his superior cunning, 
and his conducing to the sports of the field; the otter is 
become rather scarce ; and the seal is now rarely found upon 
the coasts of England. The poor harmless badger, although 
still occasionally met with in some unenclosed or wild parts, has, 
notwithstanding his inoffensive and unobtrusive habits, been 
exterminated in several of the English counties, and is become 
rare in most of them. 

The inquiries pursued in this paper will, however, be with 
reference to the wolf only. 

It is admitted by aU writers upon the natural history of the 
British Isles, that wolves once abounded in England, Wales, 
Scotland, and Ireland; and it is an interesting circumstance, 
that we know with tolerable exactness, something of the dates of 
their extinction in Scotland and Ireland. The last wolf that is 
known to have been wild in Scotland, was killed about the year 
1680;' and the last presentment for killing wolves in Ireland, 
was made in the county of Cork, about the year 1710.* 

nuitTodaoe wild iwine into EngUnd, for Mine v«i« turned Ioom b; Q«iicnl Howe, in hit 
forest* in Htmpbin ; but tbe attempt wu a Culun^ for the oountiy people deatroyed 
then.— Bingle;'* SriliA (juadn^adt, p.iiS. 

' PsDnaiit'i Sriiitlk Q»adrMptdt, toL i. p. 86. Holinahed, in hi* drorieUt, written in 
tbe reign of QDem EliiabcAh, atatea that the bearar wai to be met with in Bootland, at 
tbe time when be wrote. " There are libewiae nutrtina, berers, foie*, tmd weida.''.~See bta 
J)ra(T>pf>oa of Seofland, toI. ii p. 11. 

' Leiind'i IHturaiy, toL lii. pp. 16 [28], and 63 [81]. 

' It i* Baid to hare been killed by Sir Eweo Cameron. — See Pranant'* Brititk Zoology, 
ToLi. p.63,and theantboritieatbetecited; teDaMat'iHubity^QKadruptd;j(iLLp.S31. 

* Pennant'* Brititk Zoohgy, ToLi. p. 64; Pennaiit'* Bitbuy of Qnulnpedf, ToLi. 
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It is remarkable, that when Biiffon wrote in the last century, 
he or Daubenton, who assisted him, did not beheve that wolves 
had become extinct in Great Britain. The following remarkable 
passage occurs in Buffon's Natural ffittory :^-" heA Anglais 
pretendent en avoir purge leur Isle, cependant ou m'a assuire, 
qu 'il y en avait en Ecosse. Comme il y a peu de bois, dans la 
partie meridionale, de la Grand Bretagne, on a eu plus de focilite 
pour les detniire." — Buffon's Natural History, vol. vii. p. 50, 
title " Du Ijoup"; in which work Bu^on was assisted by 
Daubenton, the naturalist. As Buffon was bom in 1707, and 
Daubenton in 1716, it is quite possible that one or both of them, 
received the information upon that point, from some person, 
who had hved in Scotland, before the extinction of wolves in 
that country ; and, consequently, it might easily be believed by 
either of them, that wolves were to be found there, at the time 
when that passage was written. 

Holinshed wrote hia Chronicles in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; and he mentions, that wolves then abounded in Scotland : 
— " First of idl therefore in the fields and wild places of the 
country, there is great plenty of hares, red deere, fallow deere, 
roes, wild horsses, wolves and foxes." • « « 
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not only make dreadful havoc of cattle, bat even fall upon men, 
with such inveteracy and mischief, not only in this but in many 
other parts of Scotland, that by act of Paihament, the shenfts and 
inhabitants in every county, are obliged to go out three times a 
year, to destroy the wolves and their young ones."' 

We also learn from Camden, that at that time, Ireland 
swarmed with wolves.' 

Although it appears to be known with some degree of cer- 
tainty, about what period they ceased to exist in Scotland and 
Ireland, there is a great difficulty in ascertaining, at what date 
they became extinct in England; and in consequence of ita 
greater population, its not having many mountainous and wild 
districts, and, as suggested in Boffon's work, ita not having ex- 
tensive woods, it is certain, that wolves would be much sooner 
exterminated in England, than in Scotland or Ireland. 

At the time of the Anglo>Saxon sway, wolves abonnded in 
great numbers in England ; and in the tenth century, in the 
reign of Athelstan, a place of retreat was erected at Fhxton, in 
Yorkshire, in order to protect travellers from being devoured by 
wolves.' 

It has been said, that in the reign of Edgar, also in the tenth 
centnry, an annual tribute was imposed upon the Welsh princes, 
of three hundred wolves' heads, in order to effect their destruc- 
tion. If that be true, it is only reasonable to suppose, that 
considerable numbers would be destroyed, by the adoption of 
that expedient ; but it is strange that some authors, copying 
from one another, and vrithout giving themselves the trouble of 
searching into authorities, have stated, that the extinction of 
wolves in England and Wales was caused by it. Nothing can 
be fiuther from the truth, as will be presently shown. Mr. Hume, 
in his History of England, indeed, even goes far beyond other 
writers, in his unqualified assertions on that subject, without any 

I Camdsn'i Mag»a BrUauMo, Ooogh't edition, toI. iii. p. US, undar tho title " Btnrth- 
nMTtm." * Ibid^ toL iii. p. 464. 

* CkQiden't Magna BrUamnia, Oon^'i edition, Tol. iiL p. IB. 
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proof; and shows, as is too often the case in bis work, his 
ignorance of the authorities relative to itj and he has not 
adduced, and in fact he seems to have been unable to adduce, 
any authority for making the following assertion, viz. : — "Another 
remarkable incident of this [Edgar's] reign, was the extirpation of 
wolves ft-om England. This advantage was attained by the mdus- 
trious policy of Edgar. He took great pains in hunting and pur- 
suing those ravenous animals ; and when he fonnd that all that 
escaped him had taken shelter in the mountains and foreRts of 
Wales, he changed the tribute of money imposed on the Welsh 
princes by Athelstan his predecessor, into an annual tribute of 
three hundred heads of wolves ; which produced such diligence 
in hunting them, that the animal has been no more seen iu this 
island." ' It is surprising that Mr. Hume should have ventured 
to make an assertion so easily refuted ; and it is remarkable, that 
his History of England should find a prominent place in so many 
libraries, when it is^now admitted, that its author is veiy fre- 
quently incorrect as a historian, and that the statements in it, 
when he omits, as he often does, to quote authorities, cannot be 
relied on. That work has never been regularly reviewed, which 
ought even yet to be done, jjord Brougham, in his Lives of 
Men of Letters and Science, who flourished in the time of 
George III., very properly exposes the faults and incorrectness 
of Mr. Hume's History of England, thus : — " There is continual 
proof, that he took what he found set down in former works, 
without weighing the relative value of conflicting authorities, 
and generally resorted to the most accessible sources of in- 
formation. There have been instances without number, adduced 
of his inaccmw^ in citing even the authorities to which he con- 
fined his researches. 

" Nor can we acquit him on another charge, not rarely brought 
against him, and partaking of the two former : neglect or care- 
lessness about the truth, and infidelity in relating it.'" 

■ Hudm'i Eutory of JBngtand, vol. i., qnario edition, p. 186. 

' Brougham'B Litvi of Hen of Latlm and ScUitea of At Time tjf Qeorga lit., p. 81C. 
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The Abbey of Fors, in Wensleydale, in Yorkshire, was founded 
in the year 1145, which is nearly two centuries after the reign 
of Edgar; and some time afterwards, Alan Earl of Bretagne. 
gave to the monks of that abbey the privilege of taking, by 
themselves or their servants, the remains of the deer which had 
been killed and partly devoured by the wolves, in the forest of 
Wensleydale.' 

In the 10th year of the reign of William I. (1075), Robert 
de HurfravUl, lord of Tours and Vian, otherwise called Robert 
with the Beard, being a kinsman to the King, obtained from 
him a grant of the lordship, valley, and forest of Riddesdale, in 
the county of Northumberland, with all the castles, manors, 
lands, woods, pastures, waters, pools, and royal franchises, which 
were formerly possessed by Mildred, the son of Akman, late 
lord of Riddesdale, and which came to that king upon his con* 
quest of England, to hold, by the service of defending that part 
of the country, for ever, from enemies, and wolves.^ 

In the 1st year of King John (1199), he granted to William 
Briwere, a license, "to hunt the hare, fox, cat, and wolf, through- 
ont all Devonshire ; and likewise the goat out of the regard 
[sight] of the forest ; and to have free warren throughout all his 
own lands, for hares, pheasants, and partridges." ^ 

In the 9th year of Edward I. (1281), wolves existed in such 
numbers in several parts of England, that a royal commission 
was issued by him, to Peter Corbet, for the destruction, by 
means of men, dogs, and engines, of wolves, in all forests, parks, 
and other places, in Gloucestershire. Worcestershire, Hereford- 
shire, Shropshire, and Staffordshire ; and all bailiffs, &c., were 



' Dr. Whither*. Sutcry of WhUUg, grf edition, p. 200 (aoU), nfening to Biuton'. 
Jfi.™(. Ehor. under fl«-.^i%; TiT.wmt3i.ef, SMory qf ma««^,}iire, voLi. p.409. 
It u remaikible lUt m Uborioui ud t&lented ui antiquwj w Dr. Whilaker, ataUg Uut 
tliB ibote VM the lut poeitire oridenco whioh he luid met with of tha eiuCeDoe of woWoa 
in England. He eisa disputea the Tulgar opinion of thdr extirpation by Edjfw. 

» Dugdale'a Baronage, toL i. p. 604. 

' lUd., p. 701. 
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commanded to be aiding and assisting Peter Corbet, in the de- 
struction of wolves in those counties. 

The commission is alluded to by Bingley, the Naturalist ; but 
it is remarkable that he has altogether omitted to give the date 
or any reference, where an account of it was to be found. 
Dr. Whitaker does not notice it, although he more than once, in 
his History of Craven, adverts to the existence of wolves in 
£ngland after the reign of Edgar. As the mandate is a curiosity, 
it is given here precisely as it appears in the Fadera . — 

A.D. 1381. "Rex omnibuB BallmH etc: Sciatia quod in- 

An : 9 Edwd. J. junximus dilecto & fideli nostro Petro Corbet, 
Pat. 9 Edw. I. quod in ommbas foreetis, & parcie, & aliia locis, 

m 20 infra comitatus noetros GlouceBtr* Wygom' Here- 

in TWr ■■ Load : ford' Salop' et Stafford' in quibna lupi poterunt 
inTeniri, lupoa, cum hominibiis, cauibus 8t ingemis 
suia, capiat, &: destruat, modia onmibus quibus viderit eipedire. 

" £t ideo vobis mandamus quod eidem Petro in omnibus, quae ad 
captionem luporum in comitatibus prsedictiB, pertinet, inteudentea sitia 
8e auxiliantea, quotiens opus fuerit, &; prtedictua Petrus Tobis scire 
faciet ex parte nostra. 

" lu cujuB &c. duratur* qoamdin nobis placuerit. Teste Kegc 
apud Westm' decimo quarto die Mail." ^ 

(trakblation.) 
The King, to all bailifiW, 8cc. Know ye, that we bare enjoined our 
dear and faithful Peter Corbet, that in all forests, parka, and other 
places, witbin our counties of Gloucester, Worcester, Hereford, Salop, 
and Stafford, in which wolves majr be found, that be take and de- 
stroy wolves, with his men, dogs, and engines, in all ways, in which 
it shall seem expedient ; and we command you therefore that you be 
aiding and assisting the said Peter, in all things that relate to the 
c^ture of wolves, in the aforesaid counties, as often as occasion may 
require, and the said Peter may make known to yon on our part. 

In witness, &c., ao long as it shall be our pleasure. Witness 
the King, at Westminster, the 14th day of May. 



' Faiera (modem edition), tonw t. pt. ii. p. E91 ) Md. blio edition of 1705, t 
P.16S. 
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Enough has now been stated, for the purpose of showing that 
it was an idle tale to assert that the extinction of these animals 
occurred in the reign of Edgar. Evidence has been already 
adduced to show that they existed here, in a wild state, a 
considerable period after the Conquest ; but it is the intention 
of the author of this paper to go much further, and acme 
proofs wilt be brought forward of their being in existence for 
centuries after that event; and some conjectures will be ha- 
zarded, respecting the probable period oi their final extinction 
in England. 

In the 23th year of Edward I. (1296), John de Engaine, 
Lord of Bltftherwic, died, seized of lands in Pightease, or Pytesse, 
in Northamptonshire, found to be held of the King, by service 
of hunting the wolf, fox, and badger.' 

In the reign of Edward II. (1320), John le Wolfhunt, or 
Wolfhurt, son and heir of John le Wolfhunt, or Wolfhurt, held 
lands at Wormhill, in Derbyshire, by the service of chasing and 
taking all wolves that might come into the King's Forest of the 
Peak, in that comity .■ 

In the llth year of Edward III. (13S6), John Lord Rooa, 
of Hamlake, had a charter granted to him, by the King, of free 
warren in lands in Nottinghamshire and Oxfordshire, and also 
to hunt the fox, wolf, hare, and cat, throughout the King's forest 
of Nottinghamshire.' 

In the 33rd year of Edward III. (1358), Vitalis Engaine died, 
seized of part of the lordships of Laxton and Pichesse, in North- 
amptonshire, held by petit serjeanty, to hunt the wolf when- 
soever the King should command.* 

In the 41st year of Edward III. (1366), Thomas de Engaine. 
Lord of Blatherwic, died, seized of lands, meadows, and rent, 
in Pightesse, in Northamptonshire, held by the service of " find* 



> Dngdale's Bareuaff«, toI i. p. 466. 

■ Camden's Mojf. Brilanma, Qoagh'a editkm, voL ii. p. SOS j Lfsoni' Mag. Brit., title 
DsrbjBhira, pp.cliix and 280, qnoting Dodiwortb'i CbOwttoiM^n SmiiegMr Jloei^^ 

> Dugdole'B Banmagt, toI. L p. US. ^ Ibid. p. 466. 
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ing, at bit own proper costs, certain dogs, for the destruction 
of wolves, foxes, martrons [marten cats], cats [wild cats], and 
other vermine," within the counties of Northampton, Rutland, 
Oxford, Essex, and Buckingham.^ 

Of course it is not pretended, that upon the deaths of any of 
the before-mentioned personages, who died seized of lands, held 
by the tenure of bunting or destroying wolves, such a tenure 
is conclusive evidence that those animals existed at the times of 
tiie deaths of those personages respectively, because it may have 
happened that the lands may have descended from father to 
son, several times, after the dates of the original royal grants or 
charters creating such tenures ; still, even in that case, enough 
has been shown to prove that they were not extinct until cen- 
turies after the time of King £dgar. Besides which, it must not 
be forgotten, that the charter before mentioned, of the 1 1th year 
of £dwardIII. (1SS6), to John Lord Koos, of Hamlake, then 
gave him a license to bunt the wolf in the King's Forest of 
Nottinghamshire, &c., which would have been useless if there 
had not then been any such anioial to hunt. We therefore 
have some evidence that wolves existed in England in Uie four- 
teenth century ; but it is very probable that they had been de- 
stroyed in the more populous and cultivated coimties, although 
for more than a century longer they might continue to be 
occasionally met with, in the wild and thinly peopled parts of 
England, especially in the northern counties. 

In the fifteenth century they probably became scarce. 

In the 14th year of Edward IV. (1474), that monarch invaded 
France, and negotiations for a truce were commenced between 
Louis XI. and Edward, and we learn, from Baker's C&ronicles, 
that King Louis then presented Edward with the handsomest 
horse which Louis had in his stable, and an ass, and also " a 
wolf and a wild boar, beasts at that time rare in England." ' 



' Dngtble'i Baroitag*, toL L p. 467. 

■ Baker** Ch-oaicUi, fo.818. We OMUot reawnably doabt that the wild boar, being ■ 
fBTourite beut of cbaM, and not b<nng ao deatruotife on animal aj tbo woir, would remain 
Id thia oounby a oouiiJetable lime after the wolf wai deatiojed. 
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Those are the exact woids of Baker, and are very interesting, 
and, with reference to the objects of this paper, very valaable. It 
will be remarked, that he does not state or insinuate that wolves 
had been exterminated, or had ceased to exbt in England, but 
merely that they had then become rare. We therefore have got 
60 far towards the latter part of the fifteenth century, and appear 
not yet to have reached the period of their extinction. I have 
read somewhere, that it is traditionally stated that they were to 
be found either In the Forest of Dean or in the Forest of Dart- 
moor, as late as in the time of Queen Elizabeth ; but unfor- 
tunately I omitted to take a note of the publication in which it 
was mentioned ; and, although I have since devoted some time 
in endeavouring to discover it, I have not yet succeeded. 

Shakespeare wrote in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and his 
allusion to England, and also to wolves, is worthy of notice, as 
showing his impression of their having at one period abounded 
in England, viz. : — 

" O, tikou wilt be b wildemeu again, 
Feoplad with woItm, thj old inhabiUoU." 

Sbakmpubb'b Mtmy tV. End part, act 4, to. 4. 

Some passages in a very learned and celebrated work — the 
Institutes of Englamt~-\yj Sir Edward Coke (afterwards Lord 
Chief Justice of England, from that circumstance often caUed 
Lord Coke), who was a lawyer of great talents, in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, will perhaps excite surprise, and are very im- 
portant with reference to the subject of this inquiry. 

He was born in 1551 ; was made Solicitor General by Queen 
Elizabeth m 1592, and Attorney General in 1594. He was 
appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas by 
James L in 1606, and Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King's 
Bench in 1613. His celebrated works — the Commentary iQCon 
Sir 2%omas Littleton's Treatise, and the Institutes of the Laws 
of England — required vast time and labour ; and it is almost 
incredible that they could have been written after he became a 
judge; and consequently, it may be admitted, as ia generally 
believed, that they were written whilst he was at the bar, and 
in the reign of Elizabeth. 
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It is well koowti that the precincts of the forests in England 
had courts of their own, and were governed hy different laws 
from the rest of England ; and of course, in treating upon the 
laws of this country, so learned and so accurate a writer, as 
Coke is admitted to have been, could not avoid noticing them. 
In the part of his ImUtuiea upon the Forest Courts, he describes 
the jurisdiction and functions of those tribunals, and the animab 
to be met with in the forests of England; and, in the quaint 
and pecuhar language incident to writers of the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, he proceeds to mention the beasts of chase and of 
the forest. The following are extracts from his work upon that 
subject : — 

" There be many beasts of the forest by the laws of the forests 
of England. The hart in summer, the hinde in winter, and all 
that proceed as of them : the buck in summer, the doe in winter, 
and the proceed of them ; the hare, male and female, and their 
proceed; the wild boar, mate and female, and their proceed; 
and the wolf, male and female, and their proceed ; the fox, male 
and female, and their proceed; the martin, male and femide; 
capreolos the roe, as it appeareth before, is no beast of the 
forest, but it is a beast of chase." 

" The proceads of the hare, the first year a leveret, the second 
a hare, the third a great hare. Of a wilde boar : a pig, a hogge, 
a hc^-stear, a boar, and after a sanglier." 

" No beast of the forest that is aolivagum et nocivum, is 
venison, as the fox, the wolf, the martin, because they be no 
meat, but caro eorum eat nociva." 

" So as the red deer, the fallow deer, the wilde boar, and the 
hare, are venison. Whereupon these two conclusions in the law 
of the forest do follow : first, whatsoever beast of the forest is 
for the food of man is venison, and therewith agreeth Virgil, de- 
scribing a feast : — 

■■ ■ ImpIantuT Tetwu baochi pingiiUq : ferion.' " ' 

■ It is to be presumed, that a writer, whose works are so accu- 

■ CoWs iHtlilHla of tht Lam qf Suglamt, toI. it. pp. 316, 316. 
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rate as Coke's are admitted to be, woald not have stated that 
the wolf was an animal of chase in England, at the time when he 
wrote, in the sixteenth ceutoiy, in the reign of Elizabeth, if it had 
then been extinct ; and it must be borne in mind, that he has 
used the present tense m writing of it ; which it is not likely 
that he would have done, if he had intended to write respecting 
an animal which had formerly been a beast of chase, but which 
had ceased to exist in England. We have, therefore, got to the 
point, that the wolf may fairly be believed not to have become 
extinct in England until at least some time in, or perhaps soon 
after, the reign of Elizabeth. I am, however, far from contending 
that it then existed in the southern or midland counties. On the 
contrary, it appears probable, that when Coke wrote, it had be- 
come extinct in all parts of England, except in some few c^ the 
most northern counties, of which two are contiguous to Scotland. 
In the southern parts, it may perhaps be presumed to have ceased 
to exist about, or soon after, the period of the accession of the 
Ihidors to the throne ; and It will be borne in mind that only 
seventy-three years elapsed between the accession of the first of 
that family, Henry VII. in 1485, and that of Elizabeth, who 
was the last of them, in 1668 ; ftnd that no very extraordinary 
change took place in the cultivation or population of England, 
during that period. As we have the dear evidence of writers of 
such authenticity as Holinshed and Camden, that in the time ^ 
Elizabeth, all parts of Scotland abounded with wolves, and as 
there was nothing to prevent those animals from rambling across 
the Border, dther in search of prey, or for bringing forth their 
young, or in consequence of any other natural instinct, it would 
be impossible, at that time, with a scanty population, and with 
the desolation incident to the unsettled state of the Borders, 
to keep the northern counties of England always free from 
them, and to prevent their breeding there.' Those parts of 

■ Oundon itatM tbat wlien he wrote then were not anj woIth in England (M^. Bri- 
fomMK, Ootieti'i edit, rot iiL p. 16) i but, u there were then abundanoe of them in Sootluid, 
it wM clwT that thej ooold not be prerentod fivm roaming &om thsuoe into England, 
and breeding thrae. 
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were exposed to the incursions of Borderers and 
freebooters from Scotland, whose lawless and dangerous habits 
were almost as intolerable to their own countrymen as to the 
English, and who principally subsisted by pillage, and ren- 
dered life and property insecure, and, as a natural consequence, 
those parts were very thinly inhabited. Many very large dis- 
tricts in the northern counties consisted of wild wastes, forests, 
hills, woody valleys, and swamps, with a very scanty and semi- 
barbarous population : disadvantages which militated very much 
against the early extermination of savage animals. A change 
for the better, however, took place in the population, the civili- 
zation, and the appearance of the country, about the close 
of the reign of Elisabeth. I, however, am not aware that any 
English writer, since the time of Coke, has given us any reason 
to suppose that wolves were to be found in England after the 
termination of her reigu. We can scarcely suppose that Coke 
was incorrect in mentioning wolves as beasts of chase in England 
at the time when he wrote ; it seems, however, only reasonable 
to believe, under all the circumstances, that they were at that 
time extinct in all the southern parts ; but that a few then re- 
muned in their fastnesses and retreats in forests, hills, and wild 
districts, in some of the northern counties of England, and espe- 
cially in the parts adjacent to Scotland, and furnished employ- 
ment and sport to the hunters, and that, with the increase of 
population and cultivation, the clearing away of woods and 
forests, and the more general use of firearms, they at last became 
extinct in the northern counties, about the commencement of 
the seventeenth centory, which was near the period of the dose 
of the reign of Elizabeth. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



awGoogle 



APPENDIX. 



No. I. 



Extract from the Act of Attainder of the lat Edvard IV., passed 
against the Jjancastrians who had taken part in the second Battle 
of St. Alban'8, the Battle of Wakefield, and the Battle of Towton. 
—Rot. Pari. 1 Edward IV. (a.d. 1461), vol. v. p. 4.7ti, 477, and 478. 

" For asmoche as Henry, late Kyng Henry the sixt, ayenst the 
honoure and tronth that owe to be stablisshed in every Chriaticn 
Frynce, dissimilyng with the right noble and famous Frynce Richard 
Due of York, to whome it lyked at the grete and speci&ll instaunce 
of the same Henry, and of the Lordea Spuelx and Temporels, and 
Commyns of the Reame of Englond, solempnely to hym made, and 
for the tender and naturail zele and aCTection that he bare unto the 
commyn wele, good pollitique, and reetfiil govemaonce therof, to take 
his viage from the Cite of London, toward the North parties of the 
seid Beame, to represse, subdue and resist the nnleefull and inordynat 
commotion aud riotte there bigonne, to the subversion of the seid 
Coen wele, politique and restfull govemaunce: Natheles procured, 
stered and excited, ayenat his promisse, and the forme of the Convention 
and Concorde made bitwene hem of and uppon the right and title of 
the seid Coroune, roiall power, dignite, estate, precmynence and 
possession of the seid Reame, the murdre of the same Due. And 
where the seid Henry Uaurpour, dissimilyng the destruction of other 
lordes and persones of the same reame, by his writts, called to assist 
hym to attend uppon his persone, to resiste and represse another com- 
mocion of people, by his assent and wille gadered, and waged not oonly 
in the North parties, but also oute of Scotlond, commyng from the 
same parties with Margarete late called Quene of Englond, and hir 
son Edward, late called Frynce of Wales, extendyng to the extreme 
destruction of the seid Reame, namely of the South parties therof. 
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irherof experience sheweth tbe clerenes, respect had to the spoile by 
tbejm of Godda chirch, of Chaleases, Crosaea of sylver. Boxes for tbe 
SacraroeDt, and other onourments longyng thenmto, of defoulyng 
and ravisahing religions vymmen, wedowes and maydens, of un- 
manly and abhomynable entretyng of wymmen beyng in tbe naturall 
labour and bataille of travailyng of child, by the moyne therof 
piteonsly disperaged, Heven sorowyng the lost tberby of the Soules 
that ahuld have been of the felauahip of Cristendom and of tbe bliase 
of Heven, not abhorryng of unmanly, unnaturall and beestly cruelte 
to drawe wymmen beyng in childebedde from their bedds naked, and 
to spoile hem of all her goods, a piteous desolacion. The same Henry, 
actonr, &ctour and provoker of the seid commocion, and assentyng of 
covyne with the seid Margarete, Henry Dae of Somerset, and Henry 
late Erie of Northumberlond, in a battaille to be shewed unto hym, 
and offered of fraudolent dissimilacion, in a feld beside tbe tonne of 
Seint Albones, the zvii day of Feverer last past, not joynyng his 
persone and blode to the defence, tuition and ealvacion of the same 
Lordes and persones commen to assist hym by his auctorite and com- 
maundement, lyke a victorious and a noble captayne, but lyke a dis- 
seyrable coward, ayenst princely and knyghtly duetee, sodenly, 
privately and shemefiilly refused tbeym, suSeryng and procnryng to 
disseivably tb'effucion of their blode, and horrible murdre and deth, 
not havyng therof sorowe, pitee or compassion; adheryng to tbe seid 
Margaret, and to the seid Due of Somerset, and other Lordes and 
persones that committed the aeid orrible and cniell murdre of the seid 
Due of York, and of the Erles of Rutlond and Salesbory, and also of 
the seid people, in the aeid felde beside the seid tonne of Seint Albones, 
yeryng therfor to the seid Due and other assistyng theym therin, a 
speciall laude and thank ; from thensfbrth appliyng to theym and to 
their outrageous and unlawful! riotts and mi^overnaunce ; after that 
sufferying wilfully thoo worthy and good Knyghtes, William Lord 
Bonrile, and Sir Thomas Kiiyell, for the prowesse of knyghthode 
approved in tbeir persones called to the order of the Garter, and 
William Gower Squier, the Berer of oon of his Banern, whom to he 
made feith and assnrans under Kynges word, prooedyng irom his 
month, to kepe and defend theym tbere from all hurt, jonpardie and 
perell, to be murdred, and after that tyrannyously heded, with grete 
violence, witboute processe of lawe or any pitee, contrary to his seid 
feith and promysse, abhomynable in tbe heryng of all Christen Prynces. 
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For asmoch also as Henry Due of Somenet, parpaeyng, ytnagiayng 
and compftBsyDg, of extreme and insaciate malice and violence, to 
destroy the right noble and famous Prynce of mu-thy memorie, Richard 
late Due of York, fader to onre Xi^e and Soverayne Lord Eyng 
Edward the fourth, and iu his lyf verrey Kyug in right of the reame 
of Englond, singuler protectonr iover and defensonr of the good 
govemannce, poUicie, eommyn wele, peas and tranquiUite therof ; and 
also Thomas Courteney late Erie of Deronshire, Henry Erie of North- 
nmberlond, Thomas Lord Roos, John late Lord Nevill, John Whelp- 
dale late of Lycbefeld, Clerk, Philip Lowes late of Thouresby in the 
counte of Lincoln Clerk, Bawdewyn Fulforth Knyght, Alexander 
Hody Knyght, Nicholas Latymer Knyght, James Loterell Knyght, 
Edmund Muuntford Knyght, Thomas Fyndem Knyght, Henry Lewes 
Knyght, John Heron of the Forde Knyght, Richard Tunstall Knyght, 
Henry Belyngeham Knyght, Robert Whityngham Knyght, William 
Grymmesby late of London late Squier, Thomas Tnnstall late of 
Thurland in the shire of liancastr' Squier, Symond Hammes Knyght, 
Thomas Dalton late of Lilbonme in the coonte of Northnmberlond 
GentUman, James Dalton late of the same Gentilman, Oeoi^ Dalton 
late of the same Gentilman, John Clapam late of Skipton in Craven 
in Yorkshire Yoman, Andrew Trollop late of Ouysnes Squier, Antony 
Notehill Knyght, John Botiller late of Howke in the counte of Dorset 
Squier, Gawen lismplengh late of Warkeworth in the shire of North- 
umberlond Gentilman, Edmond Fyssh late of York Taylleonr, Thomas 
Frysell late of the same Smyth, John Smothyng late of the same 
Yoman, John Caterall late of Brayton in the counte of York Gentil- 
man, Thomas Barton late of Helmedey in the counte of York Gentil- 
man, William Fyppes late of Southduffeld in the counte of York 
Yoman, Henry Clyff th' elder late of Lokyngton in the counte of York 
Yoman, Robert Tomlynson late of Helagh in the counte of York 
Yoman, and Thomas Barton late of York Mason; at Wakefeld in the 
shire of York, on Tywesday the xxz day of Decembr* last past, with 
grete despite and cruell violence, horrible and unmanly tyrannye, 
murdred the seid right noble Piynce Due of York. And where also 
Henry Due of Excestr*, Henry Due of Somerset, Thomas Courteney 
late Erie of Devonshire, Henry late Erie of Northumberlond, William 
Vicecount Beaumont, Thomas Lord Roos, John late Lord Clyfford, 
Leo late Lord Welles, John late Ijord Nevill, Thomas Gray Knyght 
Lord Rugemond Gray, Randolf late Lord Dacre, Humfrey Dacre 
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Knyght, John Morton late Fereon of Blokesworth in the Bhire of 
Dorset Clerk, Rauff Makerell late Person of Ryseby in the shiie of 
Suff* Clerk, Thomas Mannyi^ late of New Wyudeaore iu Berkshire 
Clerk, John Whelpdale late of Lychefeld in the counte of Stafford 
Clerk, John Nayler late of Xiondon Squier, John Preston late Wake- 
iield in the shire of York Freest, Philip Wentworth Knyght, John 
Fortescu Knjght, William Tailboye Knyght, Edmoud Mountford 
Enyght, Thomas Tresham Knygbt, William Vauz Knjrght, Edmund 
Hampden Knyght, Thomas Fyndem Knyght, John Courteney 
Knyght, Henry Lewes Knyght, Nicholas Latymer, Knyght, Waltier 
Nuthill late of Ryston in Holdemes in the shire of York Squier, John 
Heron of the Forde Knyght, Richard Tunstall Knyght, Henry Be- 
lyngeham Knyght, Robert Whltynghom Knyght, John Ormond other- 
wise called John Botillier Knyght, William Mille Knyght, Symonde 
Hammes Knyght, William Holand Knyght called the Bastard of 
Excestr*, William Josep' late of London Sqnier, Evow^ Dykby late 
of Stokedry in the shire of Rnthtond Squier, John Myriyn late of 
Snthwerk in the shire of Smrr* Squier, Thomas Philip late of Der- 
tyngton in Deronshire Squier, Thomas Brampton late of Ouysnes 
Sqnier, Giles Seyntlowe late of London Squier, Thomas Claymoud, 
the seid Thomas Tunstall Sqnier, Thomas Crawford late of Calcys 
Squier, John Aldeley late of Guysnes Squyer, John Lenche of Wyche 
in the shire of Worcestre Squier, Thomas Ormond otherwise called 
Thomas Botillier Knyght, Robert Bellyngeham late of Bumalshede in 
the shire of Westmerlond Squier, Thomas Everyngham late of New- 
hall in the shire of Leycestr* Knyght, John Fenycok late of Way- 
brigge in the counte of Surr* Squier, William Grymmesby late of 
Grymmesby in the shire of Lincoln' Sqnier, Henry Boss late of 
Rokyngham in the shire of Northampton Knyght, Thomas Danyell 
late of Rysyng in the shire of Norff' Squier, John Bonbiggyng late of 
the same Gentilman, Richard Kirkeby late of Kirkeby Ireleth in the 
shire of Jjancastr' Gentilman, William Ackeworth late of Luton in 
the shire of Bed' Sqnier, William Weynsford late of liondon Sqnier, 
Richard Stucley late of Lambehith in the counte of Surr* Squier, 
Thomas Stanley late of Carlile Gentilman, Thomas Litley late of 
London Grocer, John Maydenwell late of Kirton in Lyndesey in the 
counte of Lincoln, Gentilman, Edward Ellesmere late of London 
Squier, John Dauson late of Westmynster in the shire of Midd' 
Yoman, Henry Spencer late of the same Yoman, John Smotfayng late 
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of York Yoman, John Beaumont late of Goodby in the shire of Leyc* 
Oeutilman, Henry Beaumont late of the same Oentilman, Rc^er 
Wharton otherwise called Roger of the Halle, late of Burgh in the 
shire of Westmerlond Grome, John Joskyn late of Branghing in the 
shire of Hertf' Squier, Richard Liteetr* the yonger late of Wakefeld 
Yoman, Thomas Carr late of Westmynster Yoman, Robert Bollyng 
Iste of Bollyng in the shire of York Qentilman, Robert Hatecale late 
of Barlehui^h iu the same shire Yoman, Richard Everyngham late of 
Pontfreyt in the same shire Squier, Richard Fulnaby of Folnaby in 
the shire of Lincoln Gentilmsu, Ijaurence Hille late of Moch Wy- 
combe in the counte of Buk' Yoman, Rauff Chemok late of Thorley iu 
the counte of Lancastr* Oentilman, Richard Gaitford of Estretford iu 
Cley in the shire of Notyngh' Geutilmau, John Chapman late of 
Wymboume MynBter in Dorset shire Yoman, and Richard Cokerdl 
late of York Marchaimt ; on Sonday called comyuly Palme Sonday, 
the XXIX day of Marche, the Grst yere of his reigne, in a feld bitwene 
the townes of Shirboume in Elmett, and Tadcastr* in the aeid Shire 
of York, called Saxtonfeld and Tawtonfeeld, in the shire of York, 
accompanyed with the Frensshmeu and Scotts, the Eynges Enuemyes, 
falsely and tnuterously ayenst their feith and liegeauuce, there rered 
werre ayenst the same Kyng Edward, their rightwise, true, and 
naturall lie^ Lord, pnrposyng there and then to have distroyed hym, 
and deposed hym of his roiall estate, coroune aud diguite; and 
then and there, to that enteat, falsely and tnuterously moved bataille 
ayenst his seid astate, shedyng therin the blode of a grete uombre of 
his Bubgetts ; In the which bataille, it pleased Almyghty Ood to yeve 
onto hym, of the mysterie of his myght and grace, the victorie of his 
enuemyes and rebelles, and to subdue and avoyde th' cfTect of their 
fols and traiterous purpose. And where also the seid Ueniy, late 
called Eyng Henry the Sixt, Margarete his wyf, late called Queue of 
Euglond, and Edward her Son, Late called Prynce of Wales, and also 
Henry Due of Excestre, Henry Due of Somerset, Thomas Lord Roos, 
Thomas Grey Kuyght Lord Rugemond Gray, in the fest of Seint 
Marc Evangelist last past, purposyng and ymagiuyng the destruction 
of oure seid Soverayne Lord Eyng Edward, to depose hym of his 
roiall astate and dignite, procured of James Kyng of Scotts, and of 
his subgetts, then enoemyes of oure seid Soverayne Lord, their eyde, 
assisteuce and armed power, to entre uppon the same oure Soverayne 
Lord into his seid reame, to put hym from the reigne therof, and to 
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dktrc^ hym ; and to tliat entent, convened with the sBme James 
Eyng of Scotts, and ayeinst their feith and Uegeaunce, delyreied to 
hym to his possession and obeisaunce, in the Beid Fest, the toone and 
castell of Berwyk, of cure seid liege Ixtrdes, then beyng their right- 
wisse, true, and Daturall li^e Lord, to that ende and effect, that the 
seid Kyng of Scotta boo than possessed of the seid tonne and castell, 
the key of the Estm&rches of Englond, shold therby have entre, to 
execate the ui^ost, antme, and malidona purpose and entent of the 
same Henry, Margaret and Edward. And for aamoch also as the seid 
Margarete, and also Henry Due of Excestr*, Henry Dae of Somenet, 
Jasper Erie of Pembroke, James late Erie of Wiltesbire, Robert Lord 
Hungerford, Thomas Mannyng Clerk, Joba. Lax, late Parsoone of 
Walton in the shire of Somerset Clerk, Henry Lewes Knyght, Robert 
Whityngham Knyght, John Ormond otherwise called John Botillier 
Knyght, Frere Bobert Gasley, of the ordre of the Freres Prechoon, 
and Thomas Comewayle Squier, have ayenst their feith and liegeaouce, 
dyvers tymes sith the fourth day of Marcbe last past, stured, laboured 
and provoked the ennemyes of oure seid aoverayne Lord Kyng Edward 
the Fourth, of outeward laudes, to entre Lato his seid reame with grete 
bataille, to rere werre ayeost his astate within this seid reame, to eon- 
quere the same firom his possession and obeyaannce, to depose hym of 
roiall astate, corounes and dignite, and to destroy his moost noble 
persoue and subgetts. And where also the same Mai^;arete, and 
Edward her son, and also the seid Henry Due of Excestr*, Thomas 
Gr^ Lord Rugemonde Grey, Hum£rey Dacre Knyght, Edmund 
Hampden Knyght, Robert Whityngham Knyght, Henry Bellyngeham 
Knyght, and Richard Tunstall Knyght, adheryng to the Scotts, en- 
nemyes of oure seid sorerayne Lord Kyng Edward the Fourth, con- 
vened with the same Scotts, procuryng, desiring and wagyng theym to 
enter into his seid reame, to make there werre ayenst his Roiall 
Majeste, bringyng the same Scotts and ennemyes to his cite of Carlile, 
besegyng and envirounyng it, brennyng the subarbes therof, disbKnyng 
the howses, habitacions and landes of his subgetts nygh thenmto, in 
manere of conquest ; purposyng, ayenat their feith and Uegeaunce, to 
have delyvered the seid cite, the key of the Westmarches of Engbnd, 
into the possession and oheysaunce of the seid Kyng of Scotts, and to 
have spoiled the coroune of Englond therof, as they didde of the seid 
toune of Berwyk. And over that, where the seid Henry, late called 
Kyng of Englond the Sixt, and also Thomas Lord Roos, Thomas Gray 
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Lord Rugemond Orey, Hnmfre; Dacre Knyght, John Fortescu 
Knyght, William Tailboys Knyght, Edmund MountfoTd Knygbt, 
Thomas Nevill late of Brauncepath in the Biashopiyke of Durham 
Clerk, Homfrey Nevill late of the same Squier, and Thomas Elwyke 
late of Caleya Squier, the xxvi day of Juyne laat past, at Rytou 
and Brauncepath in the Bisshopiyke of Durham, vith atandardes 
and gytnrona unrolled, rered werre ayenat oure seid Lord Kyng 
Edward, purpoaying to hare deposed hym of his roiall astate, eoroune 
aod dignite, ayenst their feith and liegeaunce. And for aamoch also 
as Henry Due of Excestre, Jasper Erie of Pembroke, and Thomas 
Fitz Henry late of Herford Squier, at a place called Tatehill, besid' 
the tonne of Camarvan in Wales, on Friday next after the feat of 
Translacion of Seint Edward last past, rered werre ayenst the same 
onre soverayae Lord, pnrpoeyng then and there to have proceeded to 
his destruction, of &1b and cruell noleoce, ayenst their feith and 
li^eaunce." 

The act then declares Henry, late called King Henry the Sixth, 
convicted of high treason, and to forfeit all castles, manors, lord- 
^ps, lands, &c. &c., parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster ; and the said 
Mai^aret, late called Queen of England, convicted of high treason ; 
and the said Mat^aret, and also the said Edward her son, disabled 
from having or enjoying any name of dignity, pre-eminence, &e. &c. ; 
and declares the said Margaret, and Edward her son, to forfeit all 
castles, manors, lordships, lands, goods, &c. &e. ; and also declares 
the noblemen comprised in it disabled from having or enjoying any 
name of dignity, pre-eminence, &c. &c. ; and the noblemen, knights, 
and other persons comprised in the act, convicted of high treason, 
and to forfeit all their manors, lordships, lands, possessions, Sec. to the 
King ; except such as were within the liberty of the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, which were declared forfeited to the Bishop, who claimed them 
in right of the Cathedral Church of St. Cutbbert of Durham ; within 
which liberty the Bishops of Durham were alleged to have had im- 
memorially the right to all forfeitures of that description. 
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No. II. 



Extract from the Act of Attainder of 14th Edward IV. pasaed against 
some of the Lancastrians who had taken part in the Battles of 
Bamet, Tewkesbury, &c.—Rot. Pari. 14th Edward IV. (a.d. 1475), 
Tol.Ti. fo8.144,I45,14«. 

" A«D also where John Veer late Erl of Oxford, late of Wyrenho in 
the connte of Essex Knyght, George Veer, late of the same toune 
Knyght, Thomas Veer late of the aame tonne Knyght, Robert Hsriys- 
ton, late of Shymplyng in the connte of Soffolk Sqnyer, William 
Godmanston, late of Bromle in the counte of Essex, Sqnyer, John 
Durrannt, late of Colleweaton in the connte of Northampton Yoman, 
and Robert Qybbon, late of Wyngfeld in the counte of Suffolk Squyer, 
in the solempne and high lest of Ester Day, the which was the xiiii'^ 
day of Aprill, the xi"* yere of the reigne of out said eovereigne liege 
Lord, at Bamet in the counte of Hertford, and there and thenne 
tt^ider assembled theym, with grete multitude of his iunaturall sub- 
giettes, rebelles and traytours, felonsle fable and traiterousle, levied 
werre agayns Kyng Edward the IIII"', their naturall liege Ijord, his 
roiall peisoae then and there beyng, and his baner displayed, entendyng 
traiterousle then and there the fynall distruction of his said mooat roiall 
persone, purposyng to have distroyd' hym, and deposed hym of his roiall 
astate, corone and dignitee, and there and then falsle and traiterousle 
made and reared werre agayns his astate, sheddyng there the blode 
of grete nombre of his subgiettes ; in the which bataill, it pleased 
Almyghty God to gyf hym victorie of hya ennemyea and rebelles, and to 
subdue the effecte of their faJa and traiterous purpose. And also where 
Thomas Tresham late of Sy well in the counte of Northampton Knyght, 
John Delves, late of Uttokeahater, in the counte of Stafford Squyer, 
and Robert Baynton, late of Farleston in the counte of Wilteshire 
Knyght, with grete nombre of rebelles and traytours, assembled theym 
the mi"' day of the moneth of May, the said xi"" yere of the reigne 
of oure said sosereigne Lord, at Tewkesbury in the counte of Gloucestr", 
and there and then felonsle falale and tr^terousle levied werre agayns 
Kyng Edward the IIII"', their naturall liege Lord, his roiall persone 
then and there beyng, and his baner diaplaied, entendyng traiterousle 
then and there the fynall destruction of his said moost roiall persone." 
The act then declares the persons comprised in it convicted of high 
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treason, and all their casties, manors, lordships, lands, &c., forfeited 
to the King, and also declares that they were disabled &om having 
or enjojring any name of dignity, pre-eminence, &c. &c. 



No. III. 
Extract from the Act of Attainder of Ist Henry VII., passed Bgainet 
the Yorkists who had taken part in the Battle of Bosworth. — Rot. 
Pari, lat Henry VII. (a.d. 1485), vol. vi. fos. 275 and 276. 

" FoKASMocHE 88 every king, prince, and li^e lord, the more hie that 
he be in estate and prehemenence, the more singularly be is bound to 
the advancement and preferring of that indefferent vertne justice ; and 
promoteinge and rewardinge vertue, and bi oppressinge and punishinge 
vice : Wherefore oure soveraigue lord, calleinge unto hys blessed re- 
membraunce tbys high and grete charge adjoyned to hys royall 
majestie and estate, not oblivions nor puttinge out of hys godly mind 
the uoQaturall, mischeivous, and grete perjuries, treasons, homicides 
and murdres, in shedding of infants bloodj with manie other wronges, 
odious offences, and abominauons ayenst God and man, and in espall 
oure said Bovereigne lord, committed and doone by Bichard late Duke 
of Gtlouc', callinge and nameinge hymself, by usurpacon. King Bichard 
the III^ ; the which, with John late Duke of Norfi", Thomas Erie of 
Surrie, Francis Lovell Kiit Vise" Lovell, Walter Devereui Knt, late 
Lord Ferrers, John Lord Zouche, Robert Harrington, Richard 
Charleton, Richard Ratcliffe, William Berkley of Welley, Robert 
Brakenbury, Thomas Pillkinton, Robert Midletoone, James Har- 
rington, Knts, Walter Hopton, William Catesby, Roger Wake, William 
Sapcott, Humfrey Stafford, William Gierke of Wenlocke, Jeffrey Si 
Jermin, Richard Watkins, Herrauld of Armes, Richard Revell of 
Derbishyre, Thomas Poulter of the countee of Kent the younger, John 
Walsh otherwyse called Hastinges, John Kendale, late secretarie to 
the said Richard late Duke, John Buck, Andrew Ratt, and William 
Bramton of Burford, the ixi" daie of August, the first yere of the 
reigne of oure soveraigne lord, assembled to tbeyme atte Leicestre in 
the countee of Leicestre a grete hoste, traiterously intendinge, ima- 
gininge and conspireinge the destruccon of the kinges royall psoune, 
oure soveraigne leige lord. And they, with the same hoste, with 
banners spred, mightyly armed and defenced with all manner armes, 
as gnnnes, bowes, arrowes, speres, glevcs, axes, and all other manner 
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articleB apt or needful! to gef and cause mightie battaille agen oure 
said soverajgne lord, kept togedre from the said xxw' daie of the 
said month thanne nest followinge, and theyme conduced to a feld 
vithin the said shyre of Leicestre, there bi grete and continued deli- 
beracone, traiterously levied warre ayenst onre said soveraine lord, and 
his true subjects there being in faia service and assistance under a 
banner of oure said soveraine lord, to the subversion of this realme, 
and comon weale of the same." 

The act then proceeds to declare Richard Duke of Gloucester other- 
wise called King Richard III., and all the noblemen, knights, and 
other persons comprised in the act, convicted of high treason, and 
disabled and forejudged of all honours, dignity, pre-eminences, &c. &c., 
and all their castles, manors, lordships^ lands, goods, &c., forfeited to 
the King. 



No. IV. 
Proclamation by Henry VII., for enforcing order and discipline in his 
Army ; and Extract from a Journal of the March and Proceed- 
ings of Henry VII. previously to the Battle of Stoke; from a 
manuscript in the Cottonian Library. — Lelandi Collectanea, vol. iv. 
p. 210. 
" The King our sonveraigne lorde stray tly charge and comaunde, that 
no maner of man, of vhatsoever state, degre, or condition he bee, robe 
ne Bpoyle any chyrche, ne take oute of the same any ornament theron 
belonging, nor touche ne sett hande on the pise wherein the blessed 
sacrament is conteynede, nor yet robbe ne spoyle any maner man or 
woman, upon peyne of deth. Also that no maner of persones ne 
persones whatsoever they bee make no quarell to any man, nor sease 
nor vex ne treble any man by body or goodes for any offense, or by 
color of any offence faertofor doon or comyttede agenst the roial Ma- 
jestic of the King our aaide souverugne lorde, withoute his auctoritie 
and especial comaundement geven unto hym or theym, that so doon 
in that behalfe upon peyne of deth. Also that no maner of persones 
ne persones whatsoever they bee, ravishe no religios woman, nor 
manncs wiff, doughter, maydene, ne no mannes nc womans servannt, 
or take, ne presume to take, any maner of vytayll, horaemet, nor 
mannes mete, withoute paying therfor the reasonable pryce therof, 
assisede by the clerke of the market or other the king's officers therfor 
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ord^nede, upon peyoe of deth. AIho that no maner of pereonea ne 
pereones, whatsoever thay bee, take uppon theym to logge theymulfe, 
nor take do maner of losing, ne liarbygage, but suche as shal be 
assignede unto hym or tb^m by the King's herhygeours, nor disloge 
no man, nor channge no logging after that he be asaignede, without 
advyse and assent of the said harbygeonrs, uppon peine of imprison- 
ment and to be punyshede at the wille of our saide souveraigne lorde. 
Also that no maner of man, whfttBoever he bee, make no quarell with 
any other man, whatsoever be bee, for no maner of cause, old ne 
uewe ; ne make no maner of fray, within the hooste ne withoute, upon 
peyne of imprisonmeut and to bee punishede according to ther trespas 
and defautee. And if ther happen any suche quarell of affray to be 
made by any evyll disposede personnes, that then no maner of man, 
for any acquentaunce or filiship that they bee of, take noo parte with 
no suehe mysdooers in any suche aSrayes or quarells, upon peyne of 
imprisonment and to be punysfaed at the King's wille. But that every 
man endevor hymsilf to take al suche mysdooers and brynge theym to 
the marsballs ward, to be punyshed according to ther desertes. Also 
that no maner of personne, whatsoever he bee, hurte, troble, bete, ne 
lette no maner of personne, man, woman, or childe bryngyng any 
vitayle unto the Kings hooste, upon payne of imprisonment and his 
bodye to bee at the Kings wille. And over this, that every man, being 
of the reteyne of our aaide souveraigne lorde, at the furste sounde or 
blaste of the trumpet to aaddil hya hors ; at the 2d doo hrydell ; and 
at the 3d be redy on horsebake to wayte upon his highnease, upon 
peyne of imprisonment. Also, that no maner of personne, whatsoever 
he bee, make no skryea, showtinga, or blowing of homesse in the 
Kings hooste after the wache bee sett, upon peyne of imprisonment 
and hia bodye to be at the Kings wille. Also, that no vagabonde, nor 
other, folowe the Kings hooste, hut suche as be reteynede, or have 
maisters within the same, upon peyne of imprisonment and to bee 
punyshede in example for other ; and that no comaa wooman fblow 
the Kings hooste, upon payne of imprisonment and openly to be puny- 
shede in example of al other. Also, whansoever it shall please the 
King our souvera^e lorde to comaunde any of hys officers of armes 
to charge any thing in his name, by hys high comaundement, or by 
the comaundement of his counstable or marshall, that it be observed 
and kept, upon payne of imprisonment and bis body to be punyshed 
at the Kings pleasure. 
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" From theos" [Kenilworth] " the King procedede to Coventrye, 
wher tlLe Bishop of Wynchester toke his leve and went to the Qnene 
and the Frince, aod the substance of his companye vaytede npon.the 
King, under the standerde of his nereu th Erie oFDevonshir. From 
CoventrietheKingremeredontoLeyceater.wherby the comaundement 
of the mooste Rererende Fader in God, th Archbishop of CaaterbuTy, 
then Chanceller of England, the Kings proclamations were put in exe- 
cnsion. And in especyal voydyng comen women and vagabonds, for 
ther wer imprisonede great nomber of both. Wberfor ther was more 
reste in the King's hooste, and the better rule. And on the morow, 
which was on the Monday, the King lefte ther the forsiude Beverende 
Fader in God and roode to XiOOghborough ; and the saide Lorde Chan- 
cellors folks were eommyttede by his nereu, Robert Morton, unto the 
Btander of th Erie of Oxinforde, in the fowarde. And at Lough- 
borough, the stokks and prisonnes wer reasonabley fylled with harlatts 
and vagabonds. And after that were but fewe in the hooste nnto the 
tyme the felde was doon. On Tewsday the King remevede and lay al 
nyght in the felde, under a wode called Bonley Rice. And on the 
Wednesday the King's marshalls and herbigers of bis hoste did not so 
welle ther diligence that way, for when the King remevede ther was no 
propre gronnde appoyntede wher the Kings hooste shulde Ic^ge that 
nyght hen following, but it was a royal and a marvelouee faiie and a 
wele tempered 'day. And the King, with his hooete, wandrede her and 
ther a great espace of tyme, and so came to a foyre longe hille, wher 
the King sett his folks in array of batell, that is to say, a bow and a 
bill at his bak, and al the fowarde were wele and warely Ic^gede under 
the hille to Notyngham warde. And when the King hade sene bis 
people in this fayr array, he roode to a village 3 myles a this side 
Notiugham, on the highway syde, wher in a gentilmannes plane his 
grace logede. And in that village, and in a bene felde to Notingham 
warde, lougede al his batell; whiclie evening wer taken certc^n espies, 
whiche noysede in the contrey that the King bad ben fledde. And 
sume were hangede on the ashe at Notyngham Brygge ende. And on 
the morowe, whiche was Corpus Cbristi day, after the King had harde 
the dyvyne servyce in the pariche chirche, and the trumpetts badde 
blowue to horse, the King, not letting his hoste to understand bis 
entente, rode bakewarde to see, and also welcome the Lord Strannge, 
whiche brought with hym a great hoste, inow to have beten al the 
Kings enemies, only of my Lorde bis faders th' Erie of Derbye folks 



.dbyGOOgIC 



and hifl. And al wer fayre embaytailled, whiche nnknowne turnyng 
to the hooste, caosede many folks for to marvaille. Also the Kings 
standerde and muche cariage folowde after the King, onto the tyme the 
King was advertysede by Garter King of Armea, whom the King co- 
maunded to turne them al ageyn, whiche bo dide th^m al in bataile 
on the hef heder side of the great hille a this side Notingham, unto the 
tyme the King came. That nyght the Kings hooste lay under the ende 
of all that hille towarde Notingham to Lenton warde, and his fowarde 
befor hym to Notyngham Bmge warde. And th Erie of Derbyea host 
on the Kings lifte hand to the meadowea besides Lenton. And that 
evenyng ther was a great skiye, at wiche skrye ther flede many men; 
but it was great joy to see how sone the King was redye and his true 
men in array. And from thens, on the Friday, the King, understand- 
ing that his enemyes and rebelles drew towards Newarke warde, passing 
by Southwelle and the fiirside of Trente, the King with his hoste re- 
mevede tbedarwarda, and Uigged that nyght beside a village callede 
RatcliS*, 9 miles oute of Newarke. That evening ther was a great 
skrye, whiche causede many cowards to flee ; but th Erie of Oxinforde, 
and al the nobles in the fowarde with hym, wer sone in a good array 
and in a fayr bataile, and bo was the King and al the very men that 
ther wer. And in this estrye I harde of no man of worship that fledde 
but raskells. 

"On the mome, which was Satirday,the King erly arros and harde 
2 masses, wherof the Lorde John Fox, Bishop of Exceater, sange the 
ton ; and the King bad 5 good and true men of the village of Ratecliff, 
whiche shewde his grace the beste way for to coudnyt his hoost to 
Newark, whiche knew welle the countrey, and ahewde wher wer marres, 
and wher was the river of Trent, and wher wer vilages or grovys for 
buBhements, or Btrayt weyes, that the King might conduyt his boost the 
better. Of whiche guides the King gave 2 to th' Erie of Oxinforde to 
conduyt the fowarde, and the remanent reteyned at his pleasure. And 
so in good order and array, before 9 of the clok, beside a village called 
Stook, a large myle oute of Newarke, his fowarde recoantrede his ene- 
myes and rebells, wher by the helpe of Almighty Ck>d, be hadde the 
victorye. And ther was taken the lad that his rebells eallede King 
Edwarde, whos name was indede Lambert, by a vaylent and a gentil 
esquier of the Kiogs howse, called Robert Bellingbam. And ther was 
slayne th' Erie of Lincoln John, and dyvers other gentilmen, and the 
Vicount Lorde Lovell put to flight. And ther was slayne of Englisbe, 



.dbyGOOgIC 



Duche, and IriBhemea ■.,-,, And that day the kii^ made 13 bone- 
retts and lii knygbts, irhoee names enaoeth. 



" Theia bee the names of the banerettB : 

" Sir GUbert Talbot, ~1 f™. • j l-j. 

„,,,_,, I Tbeis III wer made byfor 

Sir John Cheyny, V the batelL 

Sir William Stow, J 



" And after the batel were made the same day : 



" Sir John of Aronndell, 
Sir Thomas Cokesay, 
Sir John Forstin, 
Sir Edward Benyngfelde, 
Sir James Blount, 



Sir Richard Crofte, 
Sir Humfrey Stanley, 
Sir Richarde de la Ver, 
Sir John Mortymer, 
Sir William Tnmthbek. 



" The names of the knyghts 
" Sir James Audley, 
Sir Edward Norres, 
Sir Robert Clifforde, 
Sir George Opton, 
Sir Robert Abroughton, 
Sir John Paston, 
Sir Henry Willonghby, 
Sir Richard Pole, 
Sir Richard Fitzleves, 
Sir Edwarde Abrough, 
Sir George Lovell, 
Sir John Longvile, 
Sir Thomaa Terell, 
Sir Roger Bellyngam, 
Sir William Carew, 
Sir William Trouthbeck, 
Sir Thomas Pooll, 
Sir William Vampage, 
Sir James Parker, 
Syr Edwarde Darell, 



made at the same bataill : 

Sir James Harrington, 
Syr John Derenyshe, 
Sir John Sabarotts, 
Sir Thomas Lovell, 
Sir Humfrey Savage, 
Sir Antony Browne, 
Sir Thomas Grey, 
Sir Nicholas Vaux, 
Sir William Tyrwytt, 
Sir Amyas Pallet, 
Sir Banff Langforth, 
Sir Henry Bonld, 
Sir William RedmyU, 
Sir Thomaa Bloont, 
Sir Robert Cheyny, 
Sir John Wyndan, 
Sir John A. Musgrore, 
Sir George Nevell, 
Sir Bof Shirley, 
Sir William Litilton, 
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Sir Edwarde Pykerynge, Sir William Nonres,* 

Sir Thomas of Woltoa, Syr Thomas Hanseide, 

Syr William Sandes, Sir Christofer WroughtoD, 

Syr Robert Brandon, Syr Thomas Lyn, 

Syr Mores Barkley, Sir Moses Aboiough, 

Sir John Dygby, Syr Thomas Manyngton." 



No.V. 
Extract &om the Act of Attainder against John, Earl of Lincoln, and 

hU Adherents.— Ro(«/. Pari. 3rd Henry VII. (a.d. 1487), toI. vi. 

fo. 397. 
"FoEAsMOCH as the xixth day of the moneth of Marche last past 
John, late Erie of Lincolne, nothyng consideryng the greste and 
sovereygn kyndnes that oure sorereygne leige lorde thai nowe ys, at 
dyrers sondry tymes contynnelly shewed to ^e said late erle, but the 
contrarye to kynd and naturall remembrauace his faith trouth and 
all^^ance cou^oed and ymagyned the most doloroose and lamenta- 
ble murder, deth, and destruction of the roiall psone of oure said sove- 
reygne and leige lorde, and also distmction of all this realme, and to 
pform his said malicions purpose tnuterously departed to the parties 
beyond the see, and ther accompanyed hymselfe with many other 
false traitonrs and enemyes to our said sovereygne leige lorde, by longe 
tyme contynayng bis roalyce, prepared a grete navye for the coostes 
of Brabon, and arryved in the portes of Irland, where he, with Sr 
Henry Bodrugan' and John Beaumound, Squier, ymagyned and con- 
spired the destruction and deposition of oure said sovereygne liege 
lorde; and for the execution of the same ther, thexxiiiithdayof May 
last passed at the cite of Develyn, contrarie to his homage and £uth, 
trouth, and allegiannce, trayterously renownced, revoked, and dis- 
claymed his owne said most naturall sovereygene leige lord the kyng, 
and caused oone Lambert Symnell, a child of x yere of age, aonne to 
Thomas Symnell, late of Oxforde, joynoure, to be proclamed, erecte, 
and reputed as kyng of this realme, and to hym did feith and homage, 
to the grete dishonour and despite of all this realme, and &ome thens 

■ Of Sp«ke Hall, Moordiiig to Banki, toL iL p. 395. 
' He WM of Cornmll, MoonUng to Cule, toL iL p. 829. 
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coDtynuyng in lus malicious and trSTterous purpose arived with a 
greate navie in Fumes, in LaDcashire, the iiiith day of June last past, 
accompanied with a greate maltytude of strauDgers with force and 
armes, that ya to saye, awerdys, eperis, marespikes, bowes, gonnes, 
barneys, brigaodynea, hawberkes, and many other wepyns and barneys 
defensible, and frome tbens the same day he, with Sr Thomas Brongh- 
ton, knyght, Thomas Hsryngton, Robert Percy, of Knaresburgb, in 
the coimtie of Yorke, Richard Harleaton, John a Broughton, brother 
unto the said Sr Thomas Broughton, knyght, Thomas Batell, James 
Haryngton, Edward Frank, Richard Middeltou, sqaiers; Robert Hiltou, 
Clement Skelton, Alexander Apilby, Richard Banke, Edmund Juse, 
Thomas Blandrehasset, gentilmen ; John Mallary, of Lichbarowe, in 
the countie of Northton, Robert Mallary, of Fallesl^, in the same 
countie. Gyles Mallary, of Grevysnorton, in the same conntie, William 
Mallary, of Stowe, in the same countie, Robert Mannyng, late of 
Dunstaple, Willyam Kay, of HalyfJEa, gentilman, Rc^r Hartlyngton, 
Richard Hoi^essone, John Avyntry, Rowland Robynson, yomen ; with 
many other ill-disposed psones and traytours, defensible and in like 
warrely maner arrayed to the nomber of viiiH persones ymagynyng, 
compassyng, and conspiryng the deth and deposition, and utter de- 
struction of oure said soveraygne leige lorde the kyng, and the sub- 
Ter»on of all this realme, for the execacion and pfburmyng of the said 
myschevous and traiterotu purpose contynuelly in hostyle maner 
passed fro thens firom place to place to they come to Stoke, in the 
countie of Notynghani ; where the xvi day of Jnne last past, with 
banere displayed, levied warre ayenst the psone of his sovereygne and 
natural! leige lorde, and gave to hym myghty and stronge batell, 
trayterously and contrarie to all trouth, knyghthode, honour, alle- 
geaunce, feith, and afiyaunce, intendyng utterly to have slayne, mur- 
. dred, and cruelly destroyed oore foresaid leige lorde and most Cristen 
prynce, to the uttermost and gretteat adventure of the noble and roiall 
peraone of oure seid leige lorde, diatrnction, dishonour, and subver- 
sion of all this realme. For the which malicious compassed greate 
and beynous oSence, not alloonly commytted ayen oure said sove- 
reygne lorde, but also ayenst the unyversall and comen wele of this 
realme, ya requisite sore and grevous punycion; and also for an ex- 
ample hereafter that non other he bold in like wise to offend : Ther- 
fore be it enacted by oure sovereygne lorde the Kyug by the advyse 
of all the lordes spuall and temporall, and the coinous in this present 
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parliament assembled, and by the auctorite of the same, that the said 
John, late Erie of Lincoln, Sr Henry Bodrugan, Tbomas Broughton, 
knyghtes; John Beanmond, Thomas Haryngton, Robert Percy," &c. 
&e., " be reputed, jiigged, and taken as traytoors, and convicte and 
attaynte of high treaaon," &c. &c. And the act proceeds to declare 
all their castles, lordships, manors, lauds, goods, &c. &c. forfeited to 
the King. 



Extract from the Act of Attainder of 1 1th Henry VII., against Francis 
Lovel, late Lord Lovel— Rot. Pari. Ilth Henry VII. (a.o. 1495), 
vol. Ti. fo. 502. 

" FoRASHocH as John, late Erie of Lincoln, Fraunces Lovell, late Lord 
Lovell, and divers other with theym, trayterously ymagynyng and 
compassyng the deth and deatniccion of our sovereign lord the king, 
assembled themself with other evil disposed peopuU, to the nombre of 
VH psones, at Stoke, in the conntie of Notyngham, the xxth day of 
June, the iid yere of the reigne of our said sovereign lord the kinge 
that nowe is, and then and there, for the pformannce of their cursed 
myschevouB and wreched purpose, in pleyne feild, at the same Stok^ 
in the said countie, with their baners displayed, contrary to theyr alii- 
geaunce ayenst the king our and their natural! sovereign lord, levied 
and rered warre and made bataille ayenst him, for whicbe traiterous 
and unnatural dede the said John, Erie of Lincolne,with dyrers other 
then and there traiterooaly offendyng, were late by auctorite of parlia> 
ment, in a parliament holden at Westm', the iiide yere of the reigne 
of the king our sovereigne lord that now is, deemed convict and 
atteynt of high treason ; in the vrhiche acte of att^ndre the said 
Fraunces Lovell was ignorauntly left oute and omitted, to the moost 
perillons ensample of other being of suche traiterous myndee. Wher- 
fore be it ordeyned, enacted, and established, by the lordes spuall and 
temporal), and the comons in this paent parliament assembled, and by 
auctorite of the same, that the said Fraunces stande and be deemed 
adjuged, convicte, and atteynte of high treason, for his rehersed 
trayterous dede, and forfeite to the kinge," all the honours, castles, 
manors, lordships, posaeasions, hereditaments. Sec. &c., which he pos- 
sessed on the 20th June, in 3nd Henry VII. 
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This is B most extraordinary statnte. It commences with c 
Ijord Ijorel, the " late Lord Lovell/' without there appeanng to he 
any certain proof of his death ; and it ia contradictoiy of the act 
attainting the Earl of Lincoln and others (see Appendix No. V.), 
which alleles, that their forces amounted to 8000 men, and that the 
hattle took place on the 16th of June; whilst in this the insorgent 
troops are only stated to be 5000, and the 20th of Jnne is mentioned 
as the day of the battle. It ia ako scarcely credible, that the attainder 
of Lord Lorel could have been, as alleged, inadvertently omitted in 
the former statute ; nor is it easy to assign any plausible reason, why 
an avaricions sovereign like Henry VII. shoold allow eight years to 
elapse after the insurrection, without passing this act of attainder, 
when the unhappy nobleman's large possessions offered so tempting a 
bait. Indeed, if Henry's object, in passing it, vere to be enabled 
legally to seize upon them, such a statute appears unnecessary, because 
Lord Lovel was attainted by the act of 1st Henry VII., for fighting at 
Bosworth (see Appendix No. III.) ; and there is no reason to suppose 
that this attainder was ever reversed, or that he ever submitted himself 
to allegiance to Henry. 

There is a tradition, that Lord Lovel escaped from the field of 
hattle of Stoke, and took refuge in the north of England, and there, 
like tjord Clifford, lived several years in obscurity, concealed from his 
enemies 1 but it does not appear to be authenticated or suppcnied by 
any historical authority. 



Copy of a Letter given in Banks's Dormant and Extinct Batwt^^e, 
vol.ii. p. 321, from William Cowper, Esq., Clerk of the Parliament 
" Hertingfordbury Park, 9th Augtut, 1737. 
" Sir, — I met to'ther day with a memorandum I had made some 
years a^, perhaps not unworthy your notice. You may remember 
that Lord Bacon, in his History of Henry VII,, giving an account 
of the hattle of Stoke, sais of the Lord Lovel, who was among tJie 
rebels, that he fled, and swame over the Trent on horseback, but could 
not recover the further side by reason of the steepenesse of the baoke, 
and so was drowned in the river. But another report leaves him not 
there, but that he lived long after in a cave or vault. 
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"Apropos to this; on the 6th of May, 1738, the preaent Dnke of 
Rutland related in mj hearing, that about tven^ years then before, 
viz., in 1708, upon occasion of new laying a cbinmey, at Minster 
Luvel, there was discovered a large vanlt or room under ground, in 
which was the entire skeleton of a man, as haring been sitting at a 
table, which was before him, with a book, paper, pen, &c. &c.; in 
another part of the room lay a cap, all much mouldered and decayed. 
Which the fJEunily and others judged to be this Lcnrd Lurel, whose exit 
has hitherto been so uncertain." 

See also. Additions to CaxaAen'&MagnaBrilannia (by Oough), edition 
of 1789, vol. ii. fo. 289, where the same circumBtance ia narrated, with 
the addition, that the clothing of the body seemed to have been rich ; 
that it was seated in a chair, with a table and a mass-book before it; 
and also that, upon the admission of the air, the body soon fell to 
dust. 
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ADDITIOBS AND COBEECTIONS. 



Page 1, DOte 3, After tbe vords, "aod May, 1856," add "and also 
in September, 18&6, vliich was after part of this work 
had been sent to the press." 

„ 2. In the last line of note *, after the words, " according to," 
insert the name, " Fabyan." 

„ 8. Before " Market Drayton, insert " Hodnet, and." 

„ 5. After the words, " offered battle to lus enemies," add " 2," 
and at the foot of the page, insert as note " 2" : " A por- 
tion of the suburbs of Shrewsbury was intentionally burnt ; 
that measure being considered requisite for the safety of 
the town, in consequence of the approach of Hotspur's 
Bsmy.— Rot. Pari., 9 Henry IV., vol. iii. fo. 619." 

„ B. For note "2," substitute "3." 

„ 10. Instead of " fragments of human bones, armour, spurs," read 
" human bones, fragments of armour, spurs." 

„ 10. For "the Rev. J. O. Hopkins," read "the late Rev. J. O. 
Hopkins." 

„ 11, note 4. For " very many of the bones of men," read " the 
bones of many men." 

„ 22, note 2. Instead of " 18th of February, 1477," read " 18th of 
February, 1477-8." 

„ 28, note 2. For " the 16th of February, 1495," read " the 16th of 
February, 1494-5." 

„ 35. Insert the figures "85" at the head of the page. 

„ 39, note 3. For "28th of April, 1442," read "29th of April, 
1441." 

„ 44, note 2. Before the name " Hall," insert " Pabyan." 

„ 49. For " 1459," read " 1460." 

„ 50. In the second line of the continuation of the note, before the 
name " Hall," insert " Fabyan." 
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Page S3, note 4. Add, " Diigdale and Stow state that the Duke of 
York left London on the 2d<] of December, and arrived at 
Sandal on Christmas eve. If be consumed twenty-two 
days in his march from London to Sandal, the delay aeems 
very estraordinary." 

„ 54, note 3. Instead of " Henry Beaufort, Duke of Somerset (the 
son of Edmund Beaufort, grandson of John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster), after the death," read " Henry Beaufort, 
Duke of Somerset, was the aoa of £dmand Beaufort 
(grandson of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster], who, 
after the death." 

„ 54. In the seventh line o£ the same note, instead of " his eldest 
son, Henry," reMi " The eldest son, Henry." 

„ 55, note 1 . After the words, " fighting on behalf of Henry VI., 
and there buried," add, " Leiand, in his Itinerary, vol. vi. 
fo. 93 [p. 82], also states that Thomas Earl of Devonshire 
was slain at Tewkesbury, and buried there," 

„ 58. Instead of "His army, surrendered and overwhelmed with 
numbers," read " His army nearly surrounded and over- 
whelmed by numbers." 

„ 61, note i. Instead of " Qtuere, has not the lane been," read 
" The lane is ;" and instead of " which formerly stood," 
read " wluch stands, or very recently stood." 

„ 68. In the continuation of the note, after the words, " vol. v. 
fo. 464," add, " and Fabyan, fo. 218." 

„ 72. In the continuation of the note, for "21st of December, 
1493," read " 21st of December, 1495." 

„ 73. For " his forces courageously attacked the army," read " hit 
army courageously attacked the forces." 

„ 73. At the end of note 4, add, " Fabyan, fo. 627, calls him a 
knyght of Wales." 

„ 92, note 1. Instead of "the Rev. George Towusend," read "tbe 
Eev. George Fyler Townsendj" and instead of "p. 12," 
insert "pages 12 to 16," 

„ 99, note 1. After the words, " each horseman," add, " in march- 
ing order." 

„ 103, note 4. After the words, " battles of Wakefield," insert 
" [See Chap, IV. p. 60.]" 
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Page 104, note 1. After the words, "Dagdale'B Baroaage," add 
" vol. i ;" and after the passage, " Leland's Coll. vol. ii. 
p. 715," omit "[500]," and insert "[498]," in which is the 
Showing statement, ' Syr John Nevel the Erie of Weat- 
merlandes brother and Andrew Trollop were killid at 
this tyme.' " 
„ 111. After the words, "were restored," add, "4," and as a note 
at the foot of the page, insert, "* Leland mentions the 
titles and rank conferred by Edw. IV. apon his friends 
and adherents, as follows : — 

" ' Edwiu^ at hitf coronation creatid his brother (jeoi^ 
Duke of Clarence; and Richard the younger, Duke of 
Gloucester ; the Lord Montacute, the Erie of Warwike's 
brother, the Erie of Northumbreland ; William Stafford 
Esquier, Lord Staford of Southwike ,- Syr [William] Her- 
bart. Lord Herbart ; and after Erie of Pembroke ; and the 
saide Lord Staford Erie of Devonsbire; the Lord Gray of 
Ruthine, Erie of Kent ; the Lord Bourchier Erie of Essex ; 
the Lord Johnof Bokingham,*Erle 

of Wyltshire; Syr Thomas Blunt Thomas Blunte made 
Knight, the Lord Montjoye; Syr Lord Montejoy 
John Haward, Lord Haward ; Wil- William Hastinges 
liam Hastinges, Lord Hastinges and made Lorde Has- 
Greatc Chambrelayn; and the Loi'de tinges. 
Ryvers; Denham Esquyer, Lord 

Deneham ; and worthy as is afore shewid.' — Lei. Collect., 
vol. ii. p. 715, 716 [449]." 

"It is of course admitted, that Edward at his coronation 
ennobled his iHrothers the Duke of Clarence and Duke of 
Gloucester ; but Leland appears to have expressed himself 
either not clearly, or not with his usual accuracy, with 
respect to the dates of the conferring of the titles upon 
several of the other personages, before mentioned, aa may 
be easily ascertained by a reference to the works of Ralph 
Brookt;, or Dngdale; from which it plainly appears, that 
although Edward did not forget eventually to reward many 

' John Slaflbrd, k jounger too of Humphrey Stafford, fint Duk« of Buckingham, 
wu oraattd Em-I of Wiltahire in the ninth jear, and died in the thirtivnlb Trnr, of 
EdwHd 17. 
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of his supporters and adherents with rank and titles, yet 
in some iostauces several yean elapsed, after hia corona- 
tion, before they were ennobled, or, as the case might be, 
were advanced in the peerage,"- 
P^e 117, note 2. Instead of " ocnnected," read "connected." 
„ 123. Instead of "called by Stow," read "called by Leland and 

Stow." 
„ 123, note 2. Add before the name " Stow," the words, " Lei. 

Itinerary, vol. vi. fo. 17 [p. 16]." 
„ 127, note 4. Instead of " dee Moeurs," read " sor les Mceuts." 
„ 140. For " right hand to be," read " right bard to be." 
„ 142, note 1. For " The mills were," read " The Mills are." 
„ 143, note 1. After the words, " in the abbey church there," add, 
" Leland, in bis lUiurary, vol.vi. fo. 92 [p. 81], states that 
she died at the Castle of Warwicl(,on the 23nd of Decem- 
ber, 1476, and was buried at Tewkesbury, of which she 
was the patroness." 
„ 145, note 1. For " Sanderson's," read " Sandford's." 
„ 149, note 8. For " Holme Castle," read " Holme Ground." 
„ 162. Introduce as note 1, to the words, " third husband of his 
mother," ' as follows : — 

" ' Mai^aret Beaufort, sole daughter and heiress of John 
Beaufort, first Duke of Somerset, became Countess of 
Richmond by her iDarriage with her first hnsbaod, Edmund 
Tudor, Earl of Richmond; her second husband was Sir 
Henry Stafford (a son of Humphrey Stafibrd, first Duke 
of Buckingham, slain at the battle of Northampton, imd a 
brother of Humphrey Stafford, £ari of Stafford, slain at 
the first battle of St. Atbao's, and «l»o a brother of John 
Stafford, Earl of Wiltshire) ; and her third husband was 
Thomas Lord Stanley, afterwards Earl of Derby. The 
Countess of Richmond had only one child, viz., Henry 
Earl of Richmond, afierwards King Henry VII., by her 
marriage with Edmund Earl of Richmond (see Pedigree 
No. 4, chap. ix. p. 201 ) ; and she bad not any children either 
by her second or third husband, as if, to use the words of 
Sandford, in hia Genealogical History, p. 319, 'she had 
been designed to be the mother of a king oDcIy.' She lived 
to see her son Henry VII. and her grandson Henry VIII, 
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successively kings, aad died in the first jear of tbe reign 
of tke latter, on tbe Srd July, 1509, aad was buried in 
Westminster Abbey," 
Page 162. For note " 1 " read " 2," and in the note, for "Ann Beam" 
read "Anne Beam." 
„ 170. Afterthe words, "town's people," add, -'and there is reason 
to believe that they were got rid of, by being thrown into 
tbe river at the end of Bow Bridge, at L^cester;" " borne 
out of tbe city, and contemptuously bestowed under the 
end of Bow Bridge, which giveth passage over a branch of 
Stoure, upon the west lude of tbe towue." — See Speed's 
Annals, to. 936 ; see also Tliorsby's Views in Leicester' 
shire, p. 338 : and instead of the words, " were deposited," 
insert " bad been deposited." 
„ 170, note 1, After "Hutton, 143," add "Sandford's Genealogical 
History, p. 410. A tablet has been recently (in 1856) put 
up on one of tbe new buildings near Bow Bridge, with an 
inscription treating the locality as if it were the supposed 
place of tbe final intcnnent of Richard III. ; but although 
it may perhaps be a disappointment to those who have 
caused the tablet to be placed there, to learn that the cor- 
rectness of their theory is not admitted by others, still it 
is only proper to mention, that there does not appear to 
be any anthority for such a supposition : indeed, after bis 
remains had been pulled out of the grave and got rid of at 
the river, it is not likely that anybody would know or care 
what became of them." 
„ 173. Inste&d of "which he afterwards gave," read "which was 

afterwards given." 
„ 180. In note 1, instead of "chap, iv." read chap, "v." 
„ 189. For " the cliff occupied by his left wing, was, as before ob- 
served, almost inassailable," read, " the <^S occupied, as 
before observed, by his left wing, was almost inassailable." 
„ 193, note I. Instead of " [300]," read " [498]." 
„ 203. After the words, " in the fifteenth century," insert " and 

had no relation to the wars of York and Lancaster," 
„ 210, note 2, add " MS. Chronicle, by Warkworth, p. 16." 
„ 274. Instead of " the Brooke Farm estate," read " the Brooke 
Farm." 
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Page 289. For " ou m'a assuire," read " on m'a assar6." 

„ 294. After the words, "in that county," add the figure "2." 
„ 296. For "the InBtitutes of England," read "the Institutes of 

the Laws of England." 
„ 298, note 1. Instead of the words, " there were not any wolves in 
England," insert "wolves did not appear in England." 
He uses the following expression respecting them: "though 
none of those animals appear at present in England, nor 
on the borders toward Scotland, though very common in 
that kingdom." 
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Acton, BolMrt, executed Bfler Ihe battle of 'IVwkosbury, 148. 

Act of attainder of 1st Edward IV., againgt pereons who had been engaged at 

the Becond battle of St. Alban's, the balUe of Wakefield, and the battle of 

TowloD, 107, 301. 
Act of attainder of 3Stb Henry VI., against penona who had been engaged at 

the battle of Blore Heath, and other alleged offences, 26. 
Act of attainder of 14th Edward tV., against persona who bad been engaged at 

the battles of Bamet and Tewkesbury, 808. 
Act of attainder of 1st Heoiy VII., against persons who had been engaged at 

the battle of Bosworth, 300. 
Act of attainder of 8rd Henry VII., agunst Jobo Earl of Lincoln, and others, 

who had been engaged at the battle of Stoke, SIB. 
Act of attainder of llth Henry VII., against Francb Lord Lovel, for having 

been engaged at the battle of Stoke, 817. 
Adbright, Hussee, 18, 19. 

Alban's, St., first battle of, 2 (note), 28 (note), 43 (note), 54 (note}. 
Alban's, 8t., second battk of, 8S. 
Alderley, Cheshire, 245. 

Amyou (or Ambien) Hill and Wood, near Market Bosworth, 160, US. 
Anjou, Margaret of. — See " Queen Margaret." 
Anjou, Bentf Duke of, 42 (note), 147. 
Anne, Queen, Wife of Richard III. — iSm " Queen Aime." 
Arquebuse, harquebus, hacquebut, hackbnt, or hagbut, 214 to 244. 
Artillery, occasional use of, by the English, in sieges of the fourteenth century, 

213 to2ie. 
Artillery, general use of, by the English, in war, in the fifteenth century, 

217 to 244. 
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AniDfH Sii John, 133. 

Audley, Jainea Touchet, Lord, SS ; slaiu at Btore Heath, 36. 

Andleif, Sir Humphrey, executed after the battle of Tewkeabury. 14G. 



Boubniy, battle of, 193, 199. 

Bamet, battle of, 205. 

Barrow, Henry, sImii at Tewkesbury, 143. 

Basilisk. 220. 

Battlefield, and Battlefield Church, 7 to 19. 

Battlewell House and Baltlewell Gate, near £vesham, 203. 

Bear, formerly wild in England, 287. 

Beancbamp, of Powick, William Lord, 1S5. 

Beaochamp, Sir Blchard, goremor of the city and eostle of Oloneeater, 1S5. 

Beanfort, Lord John, slain at Tewlceabniy, 133, 142. 

Beaumont, John Visconnt, slain at Northampton, 46. 

Beaumont, William Vtsconnt, 103. 

Beaver, formerly wild in England, 388. 

Bedford. Jasper Tndor, Buke o^ previously Earl of Pembroke, 69, 133, 16S, 

180, 186; extraordinary and abrupt changes of fortune of, 69 (note). 
Bemeis, John Bourdiier, Lord, 118. 
Blore Heath, batOe of, 21. 

Blount, Sir Walter, slain at Shrewsbury, 7, 8, 111 (note). 
Boer, wild, fonneriy in England, 287, 295, 297. 
Bombard, 219 to 244. 
Bouvile, William Lord, put to death after the second battle of St. Alban's, 82, 

63. 
Booth, Sir Bobert, asid to have been slain at Blore Heath, 264, 265. 
Bosworth, battle of, 1S7. 

Bourchier, Thomas, Cardinal, and Archbishop of Canterbury, 40, 63. 
Bourchier, Henry Viscount (originally Earl of Ewe, and afterwards Earl (d 

Essex], 41, 44. 
BourchieT, Humphrey Lord Cromwell, slain at Bam^, 194. 
Bourchier, Sir Edward, slain at Wakefield, 29 (note), 58. 
Bourchier, Sir John (afterwards Lord Bemers), 29 (note), 118. 
Bourchier, Sir Thomas, 161 (note). 
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Bourchier, Sir HumphFey, sl&in at Barnet, 118, 309. 

Bourchier, Witliam, Earl of Ewe, 118 (uote), 209 (note). 

Bourgeoise, 220. 

Bouverie, Bdvanl, Esq., battle of Northampton fought upon tbu uatute of, 

60 (note). 
Brackenbury, Sir Bobert, slain kt Bosworth, 166. 
Brandon, Sir William, slain at Bosworth, 16?, 168. 
Brandon, Tfaomns, 167 (note), 1d6. 
Brecier, two gentlemen of that name put to death by Henry VII., after the 

battle of Bosworth, 171. 
Brereton, Cheshire family of, 269. 

Brereton, Sir William, Bart., the distinguished Parliamentary commander, 270. 
Bronil^, Sir Robert, Bart., battle of Stoke fought upon the estate of, 185, 190. 
Broughton, Sir Thomas, slain at Stoke, 178, 187. 
Bows and arrows used in war in this country as late as in the Civil War of 

Charles I. and the Parliament, 214. 
Bows and arrows, option given by an act of Parliament of Philip and Maiy, to 

provide a bow and arrows, or a faaquebut, 216. 
Buckingham, Lord Heniy Stafford, of, 106. 

Buckingham, Humphrey Stafford, first Bnke of, 43 ; slain at Northampton, 46. 
Buckingham, Henry Stafford, second Duke of, beheaded in first year of 

Bichnrd HI., 48 (note), 49, 50 (note). 
Buckingham, Bdwaid Stafford, third Duke of, beheaded in 13th year of 

Henry VIll., BO. 
Bull, Black, a standard of Edward IV. at the battle of Towton, 117. 
Bui^ndy,ChariesDukeof,Blainat the battle of Nancy, 33 (note), 177, 194,199. 
Burgundy, Margaret Duchess of, 23 (note), 177, 199. 
Burton, Sir John, slain at Towton, 106. 
Byron, Sir John, 167. 



C. 

Calverley, Sir John, 8. 

Cannons, occasional use of, by the English, in sieges, in the fourteenth century, 

813 to 216. 
Cannons, and other firearms, general use of, by the English, in war, in the fifteenth 

century, 213 to 244. 
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Canterbuiy, Thonuu Bourchier, CordiiiMl, and Archbishop or, 40, S3. 
Canterbury, John Mortoo, Cardiiul, nnd Archbisbop of^ 11)7. 
Gary (jM^rc Car), Sir Willuuii,exeoited after tbe battle of Tewkesbury, U6, 143. 
Cateaby, TV'iUiam, put lo death by Henry Vll., after the battle of Boaworth, 171. 
Cedly Ducheu of Tork, extraordioary afflictions and calamities in her family, 

192 to 197. 
Chapel commenced at Towton Field, by Bichard III., 100. 
Chapel Garth, or Chapel Hill, at Towlon Field, 101. 
Cheadle Church, Cheshire, 867 to 881. 
Cheney, Sir John, 168, 186. 

Chuence, George Duke of, 110, 139, 143; put to dfsth in tiie Tower, 194, 199. 
Clarence, Lionel Duke of, 88, 68, 198. 
Clarence, Thomas Duke of, slain at Beaug^ in France, 171. 
Clifford, Johu Lord, slain at Kntingdak, S<, 86, 11(>. 

Clifford, Thomas Lord, slain at tbe first battle of St. Alban's, 5S (note), 86 (note). 
Clifton, 8ir Gerrase, 106 (note). 

Clifton, Sir Gervase, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 106, 146. 
Clifton, Sir Gervase, slain at Bosworth, 166. 
Clifton, Sir John, 8. 
Clinton, John Lord, 41, 111. 

Cobbun, Sir Edward Brooke, of, cfdled Lord Cobbam, 40, 48. 
Cock River, near Towton, 88. IJ8. 
Cockaine, Sir John, 8. 
College and Hospital at Battlelield, 17. 
Corbet, Peter, oomroission to destroy wolves, 89S. 

Coortenay, Sir Hugh, 133; executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 148. 
Courtenay, Henry, beheaded at Salisbury, 66 (note). 
Courtenay, Walter, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 1*8. 
Coventry, Parliament of, in 88th of Heniy VI., 23, 41 (note). 111. 
Coventry, proceedings of the Parliament of. annulled in 39lh of Henry VI., 

41 (note). 111. 
Crackenthorpe, Sir Thomas, 106. 
Crackenthorpe, Sir John, 106. 

Crofts, Sir Richard, captured Edward Prince of Wales, 143. 
Cromwell, Humphrey Bourchier, Lord, slain at Bamet, 194, 309. 
Culverin, and hand culverin, 314 to 244. 
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Dacre, Balph Lord, staia at Towton, 96, 105; tomb of, at Saxtoii, 133, 135. 
Delapre Abbey, near Northampton, 43, 60, 61. 
Delves, Sir John, Blain at TewkeBbupy, 142, 147 (note). 
Delves, John, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 14<, 147. 
Denham, or Dinham, John Lord, 100, 103, 110. 
Derby, Thomas Earl of, previoualy Thomaa Lord Stanley, 28, 187. 
DeTonshire, Thomas Courteoay, Earl of, 55, 103 ; executed at York, after the 

battle of TowtoD, 106. 
Devonshire, Thomas or John Coartenay, Earl of, slain at Tewkesbuiy, SG (aot^]. 

133, 142, 322. 
Diniingdale, eugngement at, 86, 89, &0, 116. 
Done, Sir John, slain at Blore Heath, 27. 
Done, Biebard, sUiu at Blore Heatii, 27. 
Dorset, Thomas Grey, Marquis of, 139. 
Douglas, Archibald Earl, 3, 8. 
Drayton, 23. 

Dudley, John de Sutton, Lord, 27. 
Dunbar, Earl of, 4. 
Dutton, John, 27- 
Dntton, Sir Thomas, 26. 



Edward Prince of Wales, son of Henry VI., 47, 8B. 132; murdered after the 

battle of Tewkesbury, 144. 
Edward Prince of Wales, son of Bichaid IIL, 195, 199, 
Edward V/., 67, 68, 83, 84, 119, 142. 199. 
Edvrard V., believed to have been murdered in the Tower, 195, 199. 
Egerton, Sir John, 27. 

Egremont, TTiomas Percy, Lord, slain at Northampton, 46. 
Elizabeth, Queen of Edward IV.—See " Qneen Elizabeth." 
Elizabeth, Queen of Henry VII.— &s " Queen Elizabeth." 
Elaton Fields, IBl. 

Engines used by the English in war, 2 18, 231. 
Essex, Henry Bourchier, Earl of, 193, 194. 
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Evesham, battle of, S03. 

Ewe, Henry Earl of, afterwaTds Viscount fiourdiler, aad sulwequently Earl ot 

Essex. — See " Essex, Henry Bourchier, Earl of." 
Ewe, William Bourchier, Barl of, 1 1 8 (not«), 809 (note). 
Exeter, Oeorge Neville, Bishop of, 41, 83. 
Exeter, Henry Holkud, Duke of, G4, 196, S07, 808. 



Palconbei^, William Neville, Lord, afterwards Earl of Kent, 41, 44, 48, 8+, 

100, 110. 
FalstaiT, Sir John, an imaginary character, S29 (note). 

Faatolf, Sir John, a distinguished commander in the wars with the French, 228. 
Ferrers of Cbartley, Walter Devereux, Lord, eilain at Bosworth, 166. 
Ferrybridge, enga^ment at, 86, 11*. 
Fielding, Sir William, slain at Tewkesbury, 142. 

Firearms, general use of, by the English, in the fifkcnth century, 213 to 244. 
Firearms used by cavalry iu tite French army in 1405, S18 (note). 
Fitzgerald, or Qeraldine, or Kildare, Lord, slain at Stoke, 1 87. 
Fitzhenry, Sir Thomas, slain at Tewkesbury, 142. 
Fitzhugh, Henry Lord, 1U&. 
Fitzwalter, Lord, sbin at Ferrybridge, 86, 114. 
Fiskerton, near Stoke, 179,.188. 
Flore, John, standard-bearer of the Duke of Somerset, executed after the battle 

of Tewkesbury, 148. 
FortescuB, Sir John, Chief Justice, 107. 
Foster, Chief Justice, 14S. 
Fowler, 219,220. 



G. 
Gastons, near Tewkesbury, 149, 1B4. 
Gausel, Sir Nicholas, 8. 
Gausel, Sir Robert, 8. 

Gerardioe, or Fitzgerald, or Kildare, Lord,«laia at Stoke, 187- 
Glendowr, Owen, 8, 5, 7. 
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Gloucester, Bichard Duke of, afterwards Kiug Richard III., 110, 139, 141, 158, 

384, 326 ; alain at Bosworth, 169. 
Gower, John, sword-bearer of Prince Edward, akin at Tewkesbury, 148, 
Grey, Lord Richard, beheaded at PoutefrHct, 41 (note), 109 (note). 
Grey of lluthin, Edmund Lord, afterwards Earl of Keut, 46. 
Grey of Rugemont, Thomas Lord, 105. 
Grey, Richard Lord Powia, 29 (note). 
Grey Frius, Monastery at Northampton, 47. 
Grimsby, Sir William, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 146. 
Gunpowder, early tue of in war, 216 (note). 

Guns, octAsional use of by the English in sieges, in the 14th century, 213 to 216. 
Guns, general use of by the English, in war, in the 15th century, 213 to 244. 
Gupshill, near Tewkesbuiy, 149, 160, 162. 

H. 
Mall, Sir David, slain at Wakefield, 58. 
Hullidown Hit), battle of, 3. 
Hamden, Sir Edmund, slain at Tewkesbury, 142. 
Hunmes, Sir Edmund, 106. 

Hand culverin, or hand cannon, or hand gun, 214 to 244. 
llandeley, Humphrey, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 147. 
llandford HaU, Cheshire, 267. 

Hanson, Captain, put to death after the battle of Wakefield, 65 (note). 
Hardingstone, near Northampton, 44, 60. 
Harrill, Sir William, 106. 
Harrington, William BouvUe, Lord, alain at Wakefield, 68, 83 (note), 1 94 (note), 

200. 
Harrington, Sir Thomas, 27, 29 (note), 83. 
Harrow, John, put to death after the battle of Wakefield, 65 (note). 
Hartry, Sir Nicholas, sl^n at Tewkesbury, 142. 
Harquebus, arquebuse, hacquebut, hackbut, or bagbut, 214, S16. 
Hastings, Edward Lord, 186. 

Hastings, William Lord, UO, 139; put to death in the Tower of London, 110. 
Hastings, Sir Hugh, slain at Wakefield, 68. 
Hnvarde, Sir Edmund, 147. 
Hawkstone, Roman station near, 37 (note). 
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Ha«rtborn Hal), nesr Wilraslow, S57, 2&8. 

Hemp Mill Biook, at Blore Heath, 86, 34. 

Heniy IV., 4, 7, 8. 

Henry v., 171. 

Heniy VI., 21, 82, 198. 

Henry Prince of Wales, son of Heniy IV., 7. 

Heieford, imprisonment of the Biahop of, 43 (note). 

Heron, Sir John, of the Ford, 60, 103 ; slain at Towton, 106. 

Hotspur (Henry Percy), I, 8, 7 ; slain at the battle of Shrewsbufy, 7. 

Hungerford, Bobert Lord, also called Lord Molyiis, lOS (note), 118. 

Hungerford. Sir Walter, 161 (note). 



I. 
Inscription at Baniet, 211. 

— — Blore Heath, 85. 

— — Boiworth, 174 

— — Evesham, 804. 

— — Mortimer's Cross, 80. 

— — Tewkeabury, 144. 

— — Wjbonbury, 147. 

Isabel, wife of Oeot^ Duke of Clarence, 130, US, 190, 800. 
Isabel, wifeof Henry Earl of Ewe, nflorwnrils Enrl of Essex, 193, 191 
Ive, Roger, principal or master of the College at Battlefield, 17. 



Jaquette of Luxembourg, daughter of Peter of Luxembourg, Earl of St. Paul, 

41 (note), 106 (note). 
Joan, daughter of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, second wife of Balph 

Neville, first Earl of Westmoreland, 24, 199. 
Joan XcviUe, daughter of Bichard Neville, Earl of Salisbuiy, and wife of 

William Earl of Arundel, 24 (note), 800. 
Joan, wife of Edward the Black Prince, IBS. 
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Kent, EdmuDil Orey, Earl of, previouBly Lord Grey of Bothia, 4B. 

Kent, ■Willinm Neville, Eari of, preTiously Lord Falconberg, 41, 44, 84, 100, 

no. 

Kettleroan'a Bridge, near Towton, 89 (note). 

Kildare, or Geranline, or Fitzgerald, Lord, slain at Stoke, 187. 

King Edward IT., descent of, 67, 68, 199. 

King Edvrard V., descent of, 199. 

King Henry VL, descent of, 32, 82, 198. 

King Henry VII., descent of, 158, 201. 

King Richard III., descent of, 139, 158, 199. 

Kiriel, Sir Thomas, put to death afUr the second battle of St. Alban's, S.3, 

L. 
Lancaster, }louse of, heraldic desiees and badges of, 22. 
Lancaster, House of, 22. 
Latimer, Richard Neville, Lord, 186. 
Legh, Sir John, 36. 

Leicester, Simon de Montford, Earl of, slain at F.veshnm, 203. 204. 
Lermoutb, Sir WiDiam, slain at Tewkesbury, 142. 
LewVener, Sir John, slain at Tewkesbury, 142. 

Lincoln, John de la Pole, Earl of, 177, 178, 191, 199 ; slain at Stoke, 187. 
Lions, lionesses, and leopards, kept in the ^ower of Loudon in the reign of 

Edward IV., 283. 
Little Warford, Cheshire. 247 
Longstrother. John, Prior of St. John of Jcrusnlcm, 182; executed after the 

battle of Tewkesbury, 146. 
Lovel, Francis Viscount, 166, 17S ; slain at or not heard of after the battle of 

Stoke, 187, 317, 318. 
Luty, Sir William, slain at Northampton, 46. 



Mackerel, Doctor, 107, 148. 

March, Earl of, anerwarda King Uwartl IV., ft7, 83, 84, 119, 199. 
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Wnrch, Eiltimml Enri of, 3 {note). 198. 

Marchcn, the Lords, 78. 

Marches of Walea, Court of, 78, 79. 

Margaret, Queen of Henry VI, — See " Queen Margaret," 

Mo^ret Ducheaa of Burguiidy, widow of Charles Duke of Burgundy, 2S, 177, 

199, 
Hatgarefa Camp, near Tewkesbury, 149. 
Maasey, Sir John, 8, 

KUoagerie, Boyal, in the Tower of Ixindon, 283. 
Milwaler, John, slain at Itamet, 208. 
Molyneui, Sir Bichord, ahiia at Blore Heath, 26. 

Molyns, or Molina, Lord, also called Robert Lord Hungerford, 106 (note). 
Molj-n, Sir B(«er, 106. 
Montague, John Neville, Marquis of, previoualy Lord Montague, then for a short 

time Eari of NoTthumberUnd, 27, 110, 118 (note); akin at Baniet, 208. 
Montjoy, Walter Blount, Lord, 111. 
Mortar, 219. 

Mortimer, Sir Hugh, slain at Shrewsbury, 8. 
Mortimer, Sir Hugh, slain at Wakefield, 68. 
Mortimer, Sir John, stain at WnkeSeld, 68. 
Mortimer's Cross, battle of, 67. 
Morton, John, Cardinal, aud Archbishop of CanttTbury, 107. 

N. 

Narbohew, Sir Henry, 106. 

Nen, or Nene, river, near Northampton, 43, 46, 60, 

Neville, George Bishop of Eieter, aflerwords Archbishop of York, 41, 83. 

Neville, John Lord, sluu at Towton, 104, 193. . 

Neville, William Lord Falconberg, aflerwards Earl of Kent, 41, 44, 84,100, 110, 

NevUle, Sir Henry, put to death after the battle of Banbury, 193, 199. 

Neville, Sir John, afterwards Lord Mootngue, afterwards Earl of Northumber- 
land, afterwards Marquis Montague, 27, UO, 118 (note); slain at Bamet, 
808, 

Neville, Sir Thomas, slain at Wakefield, 27, 68, 200. 

Newborough, Sir William, executed alter the battle of Tewkesbury, 146. 

Nor Acrcs, at Towton, 96, 97. 
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Norfolk, Jotia Honord, Duke of, 164, 165 ; elain at Bosworth, 166. 

Norfolk, John Mowbray, Duke of, 82 (note), 84, lOS. 

Northampton, battle of, 39. 

Northumberland, Henry Percy, first Earl of, 1,3; beheaded at York, 2 (note). 

NorthutnberlaiLd, Henry Percy, second Earl of, slain at the first battle of 

St. Atban's, 3 (note). 
Northumberland, Henry Percy, third Earl of, 99 ; slain at Towton, 103. 
Northumberland, Henry Percy, fourth Earl of, 164, 165. 
Northumberland, John Kerille Eari of (for a abort period), afterwards Marquis 

Montague, S7, 110. 118 (note) i slain at Bamet, 308. 



0. 
Offenbam Ferry, near Evesham, 203. 
Ordnance, Clerk of the, 323, 223. 
Ordnance, Master of tbe, in the reign of Henry V., Edward TV., and Richard III., 

219,223,241. 
Ordnance, occasional use of, by the English, in si^es, in the fourteenth century, 

213 to 216. 
Ordnance commonly used by the English in irar in tbe 15th centuiy, 217 to 244. 
Ormonde, Sir Jobn, 106. 
Owen Glendowr, 3, 5, 7. 
Oxford, Jobn de Vere, EnrI of, 165, 166 (note), 180, 186, 194. 



Pedign^, 19S, 199, 200, 201, 262. 

Parhelion, or mock sun, seen at the battle of Mortimer's Cross, 72. 

Parr. Sir Thomas, 39 (note). 

Parr, Thomas, slain at tbe battle of Bamet, 308. 

Pembroke, Jasper Tudor, Earl of, afterwards Duke of Bedford, 69, 1 33, 166, 180, 

186 1 extraordinary and abrupt changes of fortune of, 69 (note). 
Percy, Henry, called Hotspur, 1, 2, 7, 198. 
Percy, Sir Richard, slain at Towton, 1 06. 
Pickering, Sir James, 29 (note). 
Pigot, Sir Balph, 106. 
Pole, John de la. Earl of Lincobi, 177, 178, 191, 199; slain at Stoke, 187. 
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Pole, John de Is, Duke of Suffolk, married n Biitar of Edwerd IV., 177 (note), 

191, IQS. 
PowU, Bich&rd Grey, Lord, 29 (note). 



Qaeen Anne, wife of Bichwd III., 139 (note), 166, 196, 199, 200. 
Queen Elizabeth, wife of Edwud IV., 41 (note), lOS (note), 199. 
Qoeen Elizabeth, wife of Henry VII., 168, 199, £01. 
Queen Margaret, wife of Henry VI.. 96. 4i. 63, 38, 138, 146, 198, tOI. 
Queen Eleanor's Orou. 48, 61. 



Batcliffe, Sir Biehard, slain at Boswortk, 166. 

Ken^ Dnke of Anjon, *% (note), 147. 

Biehard III., 139, 168, 199; alain at Bosworth, 169, 196. 

Bichmond, Henry Tudor, Earl of, aftwwarda Henry VII., 71 (note), 168. 

Bichmond, Margaret CouDtesa of, 384. 

Biven, Anthony Wodevile, Earl, pTerionily Lord Scalee, 40 (note), 106 ; W 

headed at FonteTract, 41 (note), 105 (note). 
Bivers, Biehard Wodevile, Earl, 40 (note). 105 (note). 
Boe deer, formerly wild in England, 888, 297. 
Boos, Thomas Lord, 66, 104. 

Boae(;M<erf Boos), Sir Henry, executed after the battle of Tewkesbury, 146,148. 
Bostheme, parish of, in Cheshire, 347. 

Bouse igiiare Bowys), Sir William, slain at Tewkesbniy, 148, 148. 
Bugemont, Thomas Lord Gr^ of, 106. 

BoUiiD, Edmund Lord Grey of, aflerwards Earl of Kent, 45 (note). 
Bntland, Edmund Earl of, murdered after the battle of Wakefield, 59,193, 199. 



Sabbath days, three battles fought on, 187 (not«). 

Salisbury, Biehard Neville, Earl of, 84 ; put to death after the battle of Wake- 
field. 58, 69. 
Salisbury, Thomas de Moutacute, Earl of, 24 (note), 89 (note), 828. 



.dbyGOOgIC 



INDEX. 339 

Salisbury, Bishop of, pacific exertions of, before the battle of Northampton, 41, 

SatiM Cutle, 64, G8, 83. 

Savnge, Sir John, 167. 

Saxton, 86, 87 ; church and parish, 133. 

Saye, James Fienea, Lord, put to death by Jack Cade, 309 (note). 

Saye, Williain Fienes, I^ord, fonght at yorthampton, and slain at Barnet, 

4S (note), 209. 
Scales, Anthony Wodevile, Lord. afUrwards Earl Bjvers, 40 (note), 106 ; beheaded 

at Pontefiract, 41 (note), 106 (note). 
Scales, Thomas Lord, 40, 43 (note); murdered in 1460, 40 (note). 
Serpentine, 319. 

Seymour, Sir Thomas, slain nt the battle of Teirkesbury, 142, MS. 
Shirley, Sir Hugh. 8. 
Shrewsbury, battle of, 1. 

Shrewsbury, John Talbot, first Earl of, slain at Castillon, 46 (note). 
Shrewsbury, John Talbot, second Earl of, slaiu at Northampton, 46, 103 (note). 
Shrewsbury, George Talbot, fourth Barl of, 180. 
Simnel, Lambert, the impostor, ITS, 1ST. 
Simnel, Thomas, a joiner at Oxford, 178. 
Simons, Richard, 178, 137. 
Somerset, Edmund Beaufort, Duke of, slain at the battle of St. Alban's, 43 (note), 

64 (note). 
Somerset, Henry Beaufort, Duke of, 43, 64, 103 ; taken prisoner and beheaded 

ader the battle of Hexham, 43 (note), 54 (note). 
Somerset, Edmund Beaufort, Duke of, 133, 141 ; executed alter the battle of 

Tewkesbury, 146. 
Soss Moss Hall, Cheshire, 345 to 351. 
St. Alban's, first battle of, 8 (note), 33, 43 (note), 54 (note). 
St. Alban's, second battle of, 83. 
St. John, Hospital of, at Northampton, 48. 
St. John of Jerusalem, Knights of, 132. 
St. John. John Longstrother, Prior of, 132, 140 ; executed after the battle of 

Tewkesbury, 146. 
St. Ledger, Sir Thomas, executed and attunted, 191, 195, 199. 
Stafford, Edmund Earl of, slain at Sbrewsbury, 8. 
Stafford, Humphrey Earl of, slain at the first battle of St. Alban's, 48 (uoU), 

49, 199. 
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Stafford, Lord Henry, of Backingbam, 106 (note). 
Standard of Edward IV., 117. 

Heniy VII., 117 (Dote). 

Richard III., 117 (note). 
Stanly, Sir William, 28, SI, 168. 

Stanley, Thomas Lord, aflemardB Earl of Derby, 88 (note), 1(7, 180. 
Stoke, hatUe of, 177. 
Stoke, Tillage of, 180, 190. 
Strange, George Lord, 163, 180. 
Statton, bridge of, 89. 
Suffolk, John de la Pole, Duke of, married Elizabeth, sister of Edward IV., 

177 note, 191, 192.189. 
Surrey, Thomas Howard, Earl of, 166. 
SwarU, Martin, 17S ; slain at Stoke, 187. 
Bwartz Moor, in Lancashire, 178. 



T. 
Talbot, Sir Christopher, slain at Northampton, 46. 
Talbot, Sir Gilbert, 166, 167. * 

Tewkesbury, battle of, 131. 
Tlirogmorton, John, 148. 
Towton, battle of, 81. 
Towton Hall, 101. 
Towton village, 87, 89, 100 note. 

Tresham, Henry, executed after the battle of Tewkesbary, 146, 14S. 
Tresham, Sir Thomas, exeonted after the battle of Tewkesbury, 146, 148. 
Trollop, Sir Andrew, 99, 103 ; slain at Towton. 106. 
TioUop, Sir Dnrid, slain at Towton, 106. 
Troutbeck, Sir William, shun at Blore Heath. 26. 
Tudor, Sir Owen, slain at Mortimer's Cross, 73, 301. 



U, V. 
Umau (guare Urman), Sir John, slain at Tewkesbury, 143, 14B. 
Vanghan, Sir Thomas, beheaded at Pontefract, 4t (note), 105 (note). 
Vuuz, Sir William slain at Tewkesbury, 142, 147. 



.dbyGoOgIC 



INDEX. 841 

Venables, Sir Hugh, 26. 
' Vennbles, Sir Bichard, 8. 
Vernon, Sir Sichard, 8. 
VestyadeD, Ralph, bearer of Edward's the Fourth's standard of the Blacli Bull 

at the battle of Towton, 117. 
Veughuie, 219 to 244. 



WaVeReld, battle of, 63. 

Wakefield Oreen, 58, 62. 63. 

Wales, Edward Prince of, son of Bichard III., 195, 199. 

Wales, Edward Prince of, son of Henry VI,, 47. 54 (note), 198; murdered 

after the battle of Tewkesbury, 144. 
Warford. Little, Cheshire, 347. 
Warwick, Anne Countess of, 133, 200. 
Warwick, Edward, Earl of, imprisoned and afterwards put to death by Henry VII., 

172, 175, 196, 199. 
Warwick, Richard Neville, Earl of (tbe King-Maker), 24, 39, 100, 206, 207 ; 

shun at Bamet, 208. 
Wateley, Henry, slain at Tewkesbnry, 148. 
WeU, King Richard's, 159, 160, 164, 173. 
Welles, Leo Lord, slain at Towton, 104. 
WeUes and Wilbaghby, Richard Lord, 104. 
Wenlock, John Lord, 42, 100, 133, 140 ; death of, at tbe battle of Tewkesbuiy, 

142. 
Wensleydale, Fors Abbey, in, remarkable grant to the monks of, 292. 
Westmoreland, Ralph Neville, first Earl of, 24 (note), 199. 
Wharfe. Bifer. 88, 113. 
Wichinghani, Sir William, 147. 
Widevile, or Woderile, family of, 40 (note), lOG (note). 
Wigmore Castle, 76, 77, 78. 
Willonghby, Robert Lord, 104. 
Wilnulow Church, Cheshire, 263 to 266. 

Wiltshire, James Boteler, Earl of, 56, 69 ; taken prisoner and beheaded, 66 (note), 
Wittingham, Sir William, shun at Tewkeabory, 142. 
Wolves, probable period of the extinction of, in Engbnd, 287 to 299. 
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Worcester, John Tibtafl, Eatl o(. executed in H70, 193 (note). 
Worcester, Thomas Percy, EBrl of, 2 ; taken priaoner and executed, 8. 
WronghtoD, 148. 
Wyche, or De la Wycbe, ancient Cheahire &mily of, 24G. 

T. 

Tork, heraldic devices and badges of the House of, 2S, tl7. 

York, Cecily Duchess of, strange and mournful afflictions and ealamitics in ber 

famUy, 192 to 197. 
York city, surrendered to Edward IV., 118. 
York, House of, descent of the, 22. 
York, Richard Duke of, 23 ; slain at Wakefield, 68, 61. 
York, Bichard Duke of, son of Edward IV., believed to have been murdered iu 

the Tower, 196, 199. 



Zouch, John Lord, I 



F. PicntiR, Fiinta, faijl FIkc 91. OHod Street. 
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